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PÁL HORVÁTH

ÁN INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 
ON THE ESTABLISHHENT AND DEVELOPMENT 

OF THE SOCIALIST STATE AND LAW

The second intemational conference on legal history was held in Prague on May 20— 
23, 1985; wich was fully devoted to the development of the socialist form of State and 
law. The direct predecessor of this effort was the academic conference alsó held in 
Prague which exactly a decade ago (1975) surveyed the relevant sodal experiences of 
the history of most recent pást. (See its matéria! published in two volumes, Vznik a 
nyvoj socialistického prava. Usporodal Karéi Maly I—II. Praha 1976.) Naturally, the 
methodical investigation of the socialist type of law dates back to earlier times too, 
bút the experiences of European socialist countries and people’s democracies related 
in the process of history were transformed intő results that may be synthetized only 
parallel to the latter initiatives. Therefore a specific importance is to be accorded 
to this recent intemational conference, which, by the way, widened intő an exchange 
of views of historians of law from the Central and Eastem-European (as well as South- 
East European) countries.

The intemational meeting of the legal historians was organized by the Karéi Univer- 
sity of Prague. The topic of the conference was the establishment and development of 
socialist State and law (Entstehung und Entwicklung des sozialistischen Staates und 
Rechtes), attracting the attention of close to a hundred specialists, mostly well-known 
legal historians in the neighbouring European contries. A further sign of interest is that 
more than fifty papars were presented and frequently prompted wide-ranging discus- 
sions in the three sections of the conference. The vivid exchange of views indicated 
that the participants did nőt simply undertake to present retrospective (ceremóniái) 
commemorations of the development in the European socialist countries in the pást 
four decades bút were aiming at revealing the generál and specific features of the met
hodical investigation of the topic as well. It is of especially great significance fór us 
that this conference offered a wide scope to introduce intemational legal Systems 
based on resources, and thus justified the efforts which, fending off the reservations of 
the socalled ”proper historical perspectives” dating back to earlier times, Iáid down 
the formations fór investigating the history of the development of the socialist type of 
law.

The rich matériái of the conference which can only be suggested here demonstrates 
in itself that in the pást decades there has been an increasing interest in the develop-
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ment of the type of law known as the child of the history of most recent (or present) 
times. On the hasis of the relevant results, the main régiónál components of European 
socialist law and the national legal systems were equallythe object of analysises.and a 
variety of the social experiences yielding to generalization alsó came to the surface, 
which may contribute to a better understanding of the problems of the present as well. 
Naturally, the latter could nőt push intő the background the national features of the 
legal development of the socialist countries and people’s democracies; in several cases, 
however, speakers presented research results proving a close historical interaction bet- 
ween the generál and the specific (see Melzer, H., Baranonowsky, G., Máthő G., Za- 
vacká, K., etc.). All this has created an extremely edifying basis fór us to pút forward 
what is to be dare, making use of the experience gathered most recently from this 
intemational conference. To that effect, we have to recall somé of the more impor- 
tant components of the conference.

A characteristic feature of the intemational fórum was that, although the sections 
brought about neither a régiónál nor a branch separation, the fundamental elements of 
the subject of the conference came to the surface in a conspicuous manner. In that 
sense, mention must be made of the role played by what are called prehistorical fac- 
tors. Among them a justified piacé was allotted to somé questions of greater importan- 
ce in the development of the Soviet State (Kleandrova, V.M.), the historical role of the 
teachings of Lenin (Gottwaldowá, VI.) in the development of the law of people’s 
democracies in Europe, and the questions of periodization of the history of develop
ment of the socialist State and law in generál. All three sections discussed, fór example, 
the dividing lines between periods of people’s democracy and socialist transformation 
in Europe, as well as the main régiónál characteristics of legal development (see Kajtár, 
I., Mosny, Pl., Pelikán, D., Sivák, FI., Kovács, K., Vasickova, V.). A special interest 
was allotted, fór example, to the specific features of the development of the people’s 
democracy systems in South-Eastem Europe, or, in other cases, to the period of tran- 
sition to socialism and „developed” socialism (see Fally-Sell Dieter, Glaser,, H., Vo- 
palanesky, T., Vojácek, L., Horváth, P., etc.). Equally edifying social experiences 
could be summarized in relation to the role played by the different formations of the 
people’s front and the national front in the people’s democracy transformation (on 
the basis of the papers of Dr. Pelikán, Csizmadia, A., Mlynsky, J., etc.)

Without creating a distinct section on State history, the conference in Prague pro- 
vided a fórum fór investigations in the history of public law, indicating at the same 
time the comparatively better-founded natúré of the research in this field, created 
mainly in the wake of well-known investigations intő the history of State law and 
comparative research. Perhaps this is why this fórum concentrated on these problems 
(people’s organs, Central and local administration, the development of the represen- 
tation of the people, etc.) (see e.g. Vopálka, VI., Zemandlová, L., Moravcík, C., 
Mozolík, P., etc.). A specific issue in this field is, the effort to solve the problem of 
the continuity of certain bourgeois democratic State institutions and that of continui- 
ty and discontinuity in generál (see, e.g. the papers of Adamová, K., Lingelbach, G., 
Jelowik, L., Saveljev, J., etc.) in the period of people’s democracy transformation. 
An equally vivid echo was evóked by the concrete historical role of the individual 
anti-fascist movements (frequently moulding history) in the development of the po-
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wer of the people’s State (see the papers of Klimko, J., Fally-Sell, Dieter, Mosny, P., 
Pelikán, Dr., Mertanova, St., etc.)- Fór in certain regions the antifascist movement 
(liberating the people) overlapped with the initial stage of creating a State of the 
people’s democracy type (see, fór example, the Jugoslav and Albánián armed resis- 
tance movements liberated the people). All that, together with the publication of sour- 
ces published by Hungárián jurists nőt long ago (the latest volume of which is entitled 
„The constitutions of the people’s democrades in Europe) may fumish asound basis 
fór systematizing the development of either Hungárián or comparative (generál) consti- 
tutional law. Compared to that, we are faced with mudi greater backlogs in the de
velopment of the traditional legal branches. However, the matériái of the conference 
allowed several steps forward to be taken in the latter fields as well when it proved to 
be a fundamental factor both in the main legal branches (Criminal and dvil law) and 
in the investigation of the development of process laws (criminal, dvil and State ad- 
ministration).

Interest and attention were focused on the beginnings of the formation of sodalist 
law too (see the papers of Szita, J., Glaser, H., Mertanova, St., Dubsky, VI., Fally-Sell 
Dieter, etc.)as well as on the spedfic changes of a people’s democracy character which 
were the properties of the legal order of the new sodal formation that gained ground 
in the years following the Second World War. The elimination of the different anti-de- 
mocratic and fascist legal elements as well as the continiung existence of elements of 
older law which could be made use of did nőt excape the attention of the partidpants 
either. An even greater significance is attached to the fact that the matériái of the con
ference systematizes highly valuable knowledge of matériái priváté law, history of cri
minal law and of process law. It was primarily in the matériái of section three that 
elaborations of this kind were presented (see the papers of Szita, J., Maly, K., Vysokaj,
J. , etc.) which, fór example, summarized the experiences of the fundamental transfor- 
mation of matériái priváté law and the relationships of property law. It is unfortunate, 
however, that this summary was rather of representative character only. This is indica- 
ted by the fact that, in a noble effort by the fact that, in a noble effort by the group 
of Czechoslovak legal historians organizing the conference, (see Pinta, Zd., Schelle,
K. ), we may refer to the conference having Iáid down the fundamental prindples fór 
the history of criminal law. Naturally, even so the results achieved by it is second Inter
national conference in Prague focusing on the development of the sodalist type of 
law indicate that the knowledge presented in the publication of the Karéi University 
may soon become a subject of interest fór the wide public.
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