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The editor finds herself in a difficult situation when she is about to write a foreword 
to this issue since Mario Fischer, the new General Secretary of the Community of 
the Protestant Churches in Europe has written a wonderful meditation on the theme 
“dedication” with such circumspection and sensitivity that it could also serve as a 
perfect preface. So I would kindly advise our readers to start reading this issue with 
that piece and then come back to this page for some introductory notes.    

The aim of this issue of the Sárospataki Füzetek is to discern the enduring rel-
evance of Karl Barth’s theology in continuity with the past. On the one hand, we 
look back to crucial moments in the theological reception of his work in the 20th 
century. On the other hand, we also look forward to sketch the extent to which 
Karl Barth’s voice can still be heard in contemporary discussions on theology. In 
our call for papers, we particularly wished to encourage contributions exploring the 
themes in Karl Barth’s Church Dogmatics I/2, since he dedicated this volume to the 
Sárospatak Reformed Theological Academy as well, where he was granted honorary 
professorship in 1931. 

We are grateful to the two Barth scholars for having responded positively to our 
call for papers. Professor Eberhard Busch, writing on Barth’s understanding of the 
Old Testament in CD I/2 in light of his encounters with Jewish philosophers and 
theologians, argues for the conversation character of Church Dogmatics. Professor 
Árpád Ferencz invites us to make some discoveries in Barth’s ecclesiology, and offers 
us impulses of the “Church Father of the 20th century” that can still provide us with 
clues as to how theology and the church as an agent of “civil society” can position 
themselves under the new conditions in the post-secular society.

As the Sárospatak Reformed Theological Academy is part of the wide network of 
scholars connected to the International Reformed Theological Institute (IRTI), the 
attention of the editorial board was called to a paper on Barth’s concept of neigh-
bourly love in CD I/2. The study relates to actual, relevant aspects of the practice of 
hospital care, in particular of the reciprocal relationship between caregivers and pa-
tients or clients, between helpers and those being helped. The fourth and last of our 
thematic essays, by one of our senior students, offers a discussion on Barth’s concept 
of election in relation to and in dialogue with the Eastern Orthodox understanding 
of theosis, looking for the objective and subjective aspects of salvation as presented by 
these two systems of thoughts.    

2018 does not only mark the 50th anniversary of Karl Barth’s death, but also the 
centenary of the Swedish filmmaker, theatre director and writer (son of a Lutheran 
minister) Ingmar Bergman’s birth. On this occasion we also invited contributions 
that approach his extensive work from various perspectives (including theology) re-
lated to the international and varied contexts in which his work appeared and con-
tinues to appear. Both papers focus on the director’s films made in the 1960s. The 
first paper attempts to engage in a theological dialogue with Bergman’s cinematic 



notion of the “silence of god”. The study concludes with referring to Bergman as 
a portrayer of horizontal transcendence. The second paper takes this theme a step 
further and demonstrates how the conception and relocation of the transcendental 
dimension shifted in the director’s films of the period: from the divine Other, first to 
the neighbour-as-Other, and from that to the self-as-Other. 

As we move through the 501st anniversary of the Reformation, we gladly publish 
a former lecture of our new honorary professor, Robert E.L. Rodgers, on key doc-
trines that lie at the heart of Martin Luther’s experiential theology.

The readers will find studies from a former Erasmus Plus lecturer and from our 
faculty members as well, who are willing to share their findings in Old Testament 
and New Testament studies and the sociology of religion with a wider, more inter-
national circle in the hope of provoking some reflections. And we cannot do more 
than that; we offer this collection of papers and essays to create reaction: we need one 
another and must complement one another’s thinking and practice, and thereby live 
out something of the reality of the body of Christ.

    
Gabriella Rácsok

 



TEACH ME THAT I MAY LIVE!
UNTERWEISE MICH, SO WERDE ICH LEBEN!

Mario Fischer
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