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Teaching reading in Colorado

According to the US department of education, two out of three students in the U.S. cannot read 
proficiently by the time they reach forth-grade. This number is worse if you go and collect test 
scores data from schools, where the children come from low income families. In these schools 
nearly 80 percent read below grade level. This is a serious problem because this is causing high 
school drops outs. The US does not have a national curriculum. State governments set overall 
educational standards, often mandate standardized tests for K-12 public school systems. Private 
schools are generally free to determine their own curriculum. Recent years, many states have 
adopted „Common Core” an attempt to set consistent standard in English and Mathematics.

The Colorado State Board of Education adopted the Common Core state standards in August 
2010 only for Reading, Writing and Mathematics. Colorado use the CMAS (Colorado Measures 
of Academic Success) standardized computer-based tests. The computer-based tests will ask 
students a variety of types of questions, show their work and explain their reasoning. They will 
assess critical-thinking and problem solving skills. The updated tests will provide meaningful 
data for all students, including high- and low- performing students. Teachers and families will 
get detailed reports, helping them better understand each child’s mastery of the standards.

„Colorado currently has the third fastest growing rate of childhood poverty in the nation and only
21 percent of students from low income communities in the state are reading proficiently.” 
(Emily Holterman, development manger for Reading Partners Colorado.) This is why they 
started the program called Reading Partners. The reading Partners Program started in 1999 by 
three mothers in California. In Colorado the program started in 2012. In Colorado Reading 
Partners serves over 700 students in 13 schools throughout the Denver metro area. 

The whole program is working by volunteers no experience is required for volunteers 
because before they start to work the volunteers get a step by step, structured lesson plan to 
follow. It seems the program works great because the media assessment shows the children who 
are involved in this program 100 percent have narrowed their achievement gap. The program 
works with one-one tutoring with their volunteers who give the individualized attention to each 
student what really helps for them to be a better reader. Mostly these children came from low 
income families where they don’t get any attention nobody reads to them or pays attention to 
them, so they enjoy the help what they get. The volunteers are mostly retired teachers university 
students that want to become teachers and sometimes grandparents as well. They help the 
students achieve their dreams. 

In Colorado the children start to learn to read in kindergarten when they are 5 years old. 
Since they are so young, prereading activities can be very helpful because its to help to motivate 
student interest and to introduce comprehension components such as cause and effect main ideas 
sequencing etc. usually a reading lesson starts with a picture walk about the book. They look at 
the pictures and try to figure out what the book is about. The teacher tries to build world and 
background knowledge. This will help students with their comprehension. Pre-teaching 
vocabulary words will help a lot with comprehension. When a teacher is reading the book she/he 
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will stop on some pages and ask the student make a prediction about what might happen next. 
This will help with comprehension. After the story is read the teacher will ask question about 
where does the story take place, who are the main characters what was the main problem and 
what was the solution. 

Teaching reading usually happens in small groups in the classroom setting the groups are 
chosen by reading levels and besides the teachers the volunteer workers are working with the 
lower level students. Besides the teachers, volunteers the school libraries and public libraries also
have a very important part in this case so the kids can learn to read in a higher level. Almost 
every school has their own library where the children can go once a week. They can borrow two 
books for a week, they use computer softwares as well. Computer reading programs what is used
in the libraries let children hear stories, read along and read by himself/herself. They can play 
with subjects on the screen, learn the ABC and rhythming words. They can write simple 
sentences, make slide shows, add pictures and finally make and print their own books. 

The public libraries offer special services for helping kids with their homework’s and 
research projects and they have tutoring as well.  Public libraries offer the summer reading 
program. These summer reading programs help practice the reading skills that they learned 
throughout the school years. The library encouraged the student to read books on their own and 
too keep a diary or a log of what they have read. Libraries also offer book discussion groups. 

Colorado is a member of the Collaborative Summer Library Program (CSLP), a 
grassroots consortium of states working together to provide high quality summer reading 
program materials for children at the lowest cost possible for their public libraries. Parents 
recognize a difference in their children’s enjoyment, reading skills, and amount of reading for 
pleasure when their kids participate in summer library programs.

Libraries Rock!!!......What is also a slogan for the 2018 summer program.
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