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In  the paper it  has been attem pted  by  the authors to  determ ine the conditions of a 
historical reconstruction. Their enterprise has been restricted to  the field of d a ta  obtained 
by anthropology and archeology from the inhum ations of historic populations. The qualitative 
and q uan tita tive  properties of the data  and the definitions are expressed num erically, so th a t 
the conclusions drawn from  them  m ay be checked. These num erical values are term ed as 
representation  values. A m ehtod is given for com puting the representation values, and also 
the w ay of its  application is exemplified.

The m ethod of application has been worked out to cover subjects as follows: the topo
graphy of the cemetery the observational aspects of the cem etery; the sta te  of exhum ation 
of the cem etery, the chronology of the cem etery; the topography of the tom b, the sta te  of the 
exhum ated grave; the quality  and quan tity  of th e  anthropological da ta  obtained from  the 
tom bs, the determ ination of sex and sex ra tire , the determ ination of th e  age of the buried, 
pathological changes in  the spinal column, determ ination of types; data  referring to  burial 
ceremonies (compassing, form  of the tom b, dep th  of the tom b, the ceremonial p reparation  
of the tom b, the covering of the body, the position of the body, the position of the forearms, 
deficiencies of excesses of rituals, afunctional position of the objects, actions following entom b
m ent), the  quality  and q u an tity  of the objects, the quan tity  of the type objects, the main 
groups of the findings, demographical reconstruction and, finally, the representation  of the 
historical reconstruction.

In  table 16 the authors summarize their da ta  of the representation values of three 
cemeteries, so th a t final conclusions regarding the possible degree of the historical represen
ta tion  m ay be draw n from  the values obtained. I t  can be sta ted  on the basis of these values 
th a t the historical reconstruction of the Copper Age cemetery a t Alsónémedi, as well as of the 
11th cen tury  cemetery a t F iad-K érpuszta, can be completed to 70%, while th a t  of the 10 — 
11th cen tury  cem etery a t G áva—V ásártér only to 40 — 50%.

Tbe problems of representation  and  th e  working m ethod as propounded in the paper 
m ay present fu rther basis for developing the methodology of anthropological and archeological 
researches. •-
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