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PREMIER KALLAY:
HUNGARY WILL DEFEND HER 

FRONTIERS AND SAFEGUARD HER 
INTERNAL ORDER

On February 20th., in Budapest, M. Nicholas de Kallay 
spoke before a general assembly of recipients of the 
National Defence Cross: from this speech we quote 

the following passages: —
“ We must defend our frontiers and preserve the soul 

of the nation intact. Today both are threatened. Our frontiers 
must be defended with our arms and our work, and the 
soul of the nation preserved intact above all by our honesty 
of purpose and an abhorrence of all that is incompatible 
therewith; to be on a level with the historical times 
through which we are passing today, we must avoid every
thing that runs counter to the postulates of honesty and 
respectability or that is not worthy of the nation. That is 
the keynote of Hungarian policy today, —  that, and nothing 
else! These are the two essential —  the two important 
—- moments to be taken into account, —  the soul of the 
nation and the frontiers of the country.

‘‘And I herewith, in your presence, solemnly vow that, 
so long as the nation has a single soldier, we shall do 
everything in our power to defend the country’s frontiers. 
And this nation will always have soldiers for the purpose, 
and will always have the power to perform that duty 
unswervingly and uncompromisingly. But at the same time, 
— for the very purpose of ensuring that there shall be 
no breach in the defence of the frontiers — , the nation's 
soul must stand guard over us all, must be on its guard 
against the trivial questions —  the petty cares and worries 
of everyday life. The Hungarian soldier has never failed 
in his defence of the frontiers; the Hungarian ‘‘Honved” has 
never deserted his post at the front.

"Our country is today passing through a grave crisis.
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In the speech made by me immediately after the convening 
of Parliament I pointed out that the flames of the gigantic 
world-conflagration are approaching our country. We have 
implicit, unquestioning confidence in our friends; neverthe
less, the only thing that can offer us full security is 
our making the work of defence primarily our own duty —  
our undertaking to man the ramparts ourselves.

"That I am determined to do unfalteringly, as a sacred 
duty. I shall never yield a jot —  never for a moment 
abandon one tittle —  of the thesis laid down by me on a 
previous occasion, —  viz. that we shall defend the country's 
frontiers against all enemies and shall by every means at 
our disposal safeguard the internal order of the country.

“These words of mine are perhaps rather hard, — 
every unswerving determination must at the same time be 
hard and unyielding; but under no circumstances do they 
involve any provocation of anyone, in particular not of 
anyone beyond the frontiers, —  though also not of anyone 
here at home either. Hungary is the most peaceful 
country in the world; she has always declared her desire 
even to obtain a revision by peaceful means, having indeed 
actually realized that object by such means. The Hungarian 
nation desires to live in peace in this country, in a real 
Europe, to further develop its ancient culture and to ensure 
the peoples living in this country greater liberty and equality 
and to advance their social welfare.

"Panem et pacem —  that is my slogan; they must be 
ensured my Hungarian people by me, not by those who 
distribute leaflets broadcast, —  in reality not to ensure 
peace and food, but on the contrary to undermine peace 
here at home, to place the country at the mercy of the 
enemy and to deprive the workers of bread, of which —  
thank Heaven! —  there is now enough and to spare. Our 
slogan is — panem et pacem; and there are elements which 
would fain stop work in this country. I would ask how we 
can have bread without work? These elements preach peace; 
and they would fain create a state of discontent, —  would 
fain disturb the peace and composure of the Hungarian 
people. Panem et pacem, —  that is, I repeat, the slogan of 
our policy, that is what is offered by those responsible for
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the direction of the public affairs of the country, who desire 
to defend the frontiers and to make peaceful work possible 
in this country.

“The slogan “pacem et panem” is being echoed abroad 
too, and we are being told to lay down our arms. I would 
beg leave to ask, naively and simply, why we of all 
peoples — a small and peaceful nation — , we whose one 
and only ambition is to defend our frontiers, are being 
required to lay down our arms? Why do those who keep 
calling upon us to lay down our arms not show us the 
way? There is peace at present too in our country. And, 
though owing to the many troubles with which we have to 
contend everything is not as we should like it to be, —  
though many of our social elements (many of our officers, 
officials and workers) have to struggle hard to make both 
ends meet, — these being indeed those of our social 
elements which are most loyally discharging their duty — , 
nevertheless we enjoy a greater degree of peace and a 
higher standard of living (indeed the standard of living is 
in certain individual cases an exceptionally high one) than 
any other people in the world. Just let us pause to think 
for a moment. Is there any other country in Europe which 
can boast of an undeniable improvement from year to year 
in respect of public supply such as that in evidence here? 
What those who proclaim hatred desire to give, is not bread; 
what they desire to do, is to take the bread from people’s 
mouths: for bread means content and composure, it 
encourages industry at home, and fosters patriotism, and 
is the staff of the nation s life and existence.

“I have something else to say to the Hungarian workers. 
The Hungarian labouring classes are working at home, 
producing for their own benefit and for the benefit of their 
own nation. Workers of Hungary, look afield and ask 
yourselves whether all the small peoples are able to say 
the same of themselves? Where in the countries surrounding 
ours can another such instance be found? We are perhaps 
the only country —  not even excepting Great Britain —  
in which there is no compulsory labour. Indeed, there is no 
need of such compulsion where there is a willingness to 
work. I refuse to allow any disruption of the forces which
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this nation needs at present and is likely to need even more 
in the future."

Things Were Different in 1918.

"Nor do I fear that such a thing will happen. For the 
conditions rendering possible what happened in 1918 are 
not in evidence today. Then we had no National Army; 
we were part of the great Austro-Hungarian Monarchy; 
but we did not enjoy absolute sovereignty in our internal 
affairs either. Today we enjoy that sovereignty in full and 
can face any and every attempt to reproduce the events 
of 1918; today outside factors cannot plunge us into 
catastrophe, —  though it is true that we must rely solely 
upon our own resources.

“The words I have spoken are simple words: but I 
believe they comprise the whole essence of our foreign 
policy too, which is reflected in an old motto, —  “Leave 
the Magyar in peace!” I would add that, so long as we 
are left in peace by others, we never trespass against 
others; but, if we are trespassed against, we have no other 
alternative but to oppose those who would trespass against 
us might and main. That is the simple essence both of our 
foreign and of our domestic policy."
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