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SPEECH OF PREMIER NICHOLAS KALLAY AT UNVEILING 
OF HUSZT AND KASSA WAR MEMORIAL

The whole population of Subcarpathia participated in the 
manifestation of Magyar-Ruthenian fraternity and fellow-feeling 
symbolized in the solemn ceremony attending the unveiling at 
Huszt, in the ancient Crown Ward, on November 7th., by Premier 
Nicholas Kallay, of the memorial erected to the memory of the 
soldiers who fell in action in the first Great War. From every 
port of Subcarpathia people flocked in thousands to Huszt, most 
of those present wearing Ruthenian national costumes.

The War Memorial has been presented to Huszt — a sister- 
commune — by the Municipality of Budapest.

The first item on the programme was the Hungarian National 
Creed, which was recited by a group of Ruthenians. Then Bela 
Dudinszky, Under-Sheriff, welcomed Premier Nicholas Kallay 
and the Members of his Cabinet in Hungarian and Ruthenian, 
addressing words of welcome also to the other visitors and to 
all those taking part in the ceremony.

Next, Premier Nicholas Kallay delivered his inaugural
address.

"As I stand here today” , he said, "under the shadow of the 
ancient Magyar Castle of Huszt, I desire to render homage to 
the memory of those who sacrificed their most precious treasure, 
their lives, for their country. When those whose memory we are 
commemorating today made that sacrifice, they did not yet know — 
they did not think and could not have believed — that the time 
would come when the sons of one and the same fatherland could be 
separated from one another. But, though cut off from one another 
for twenty years, we were never disloyal to one another. The 
people on whose soil 1 am standing today, turned its eyes 
southwards towards the Hungarian Lowlands with feelings of 
loyalty and with longing, while the Hungarian Lowlands looked 
affectionately and with the faith born of confidence towards the 
Carpathians. Our symbiosis was undisturbed until certain indivi
duals, actuated solely and exclusively by a desire to satsify their 
personal ambitions, endeavoured to break the harmony brought 
into being by God and history between the peoples living here 
and the Magyars. Let the facts speak in refutation of the charges 
advanced by these men.

“One of these facts is that it was in quest of escape from the 
oppression to which they had been subjected beyond our frontiers
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and of liberty that the Ruthenians and the Rumanians of Mara- 
maros came here and placed themselves under the protection of 
the Hungarian State and of the Hungarian Power. Another fact 
is that these immigrants have not declined in numbers or lost. 
Anything of their ethnic character; on the contrary, during the, 
centuries in which they have lived together within the framework 
of the Hungarian State they have not only been oble to preserve their 
numerical strength, their ethnic individuality and their religion, 
but have actually advanced and become stronger. This fact proves 
also that in this country only Magyardom has succeeded in living 
in symbiosis with nationalities of other race and in establishing 
State life; for here only the Magyar State system has been — 
and is still — able to offer permanent peace and security.

“In the present world-conflagration and world-chaos the only 
positive moment to be taken into account when attempting a 
solution of the question of the Carpathian Basin is the thousand- 
years’ past of the Magyars, which must be weighed objectively 
and the conclusions to be drawn from it adjusted to the nationality 
and social outlook of the present age. The State-building and 
governmental capacity of the Magyars at all times strove to 
find — and found — the forms which have ensured the symbiosis 
and development of the peoples of the Carpathian Basin under 
their leadership. During the glorious reigns of the kings of the 
House of Arpad and subsequently too until the days of Turkish 
occupation, it was the political system and machinery of govern
ment established by St. Stephen that determined' the forms of 
Magyar rule and of symbiosis and for five centuries safeguarded 
the territorial integrity of the Hungarian Kingdom, — for almost 
five hundred years, during which period there were but sporadic 
cases of any one daring to attack that system or call it in 
question.

"Then began the struggles for the vindication of national 
independence and liberty of conscience under the banners of 
Bocskay, Bethlen and Rakoczi.

"And when, in 1848, a section of our non-Magyar national
ities, duped and misled, rose against the Magyars, the Ruthenians 
and the people of Maramaros once more remained loyal and 
joined the colours of Louis Kossuth. And it is of special interest 
to note that, when in his exile Louis Kossuth, fearing that the 
monarchic idea and oppression might swamp Hungarian indepen
dence, propagated the scheme of a confederation of the Danubian 
peoples, the idea which might have been destined to ensure the 
peaceful symbiosis and the liberty of the peoples living here was 
conceived in a Magyar brain.

“All this teaches us that without Hungary — without the 
Magyar people being given the leading role — it is impossible to 
create a State in this country which every factor has formed into
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so wonderful a unit. There may be transitional events and de
velopments; but this truth no one will ever be able to change or 
to refute.

"Our greatest guarantee is that this is how things have been 
and that this is how things must be; for this is truth and good, 
and it cannot be otherwise. How manifestly the Magyar nation is 
qualified to represent this spirit, is shown by the sincere endea
vours made by it to find ways and means of co-operating, in the 
spirit of the frindship of a thousand years, with the independent 
States of Croatia and Slovakia.

‘This war memorial is a symbol documenting that in the 
first Great War too the Ruthenian people showed itself fully 
worthy of the compliment paid it by Prince Rakoczi when he 
spoke of it as "gens fidelissima"; for the memorial desires to 
perpetuate the memory, not only of the Magyars, but also of 
the Ruthenians, who sacrificed their lives for their country, 
placing both in the same rank side by side.

“Nor were the Ruthenians unworthy of that compliment du
ring the period of twenty years either in which this land was< 
severed from the body of the Hungarian State as a result of the 
action of factors unacquainted with the conditions prevailing here 
who judged us superficially. For during that period not only the 
Magyars, but the Ruthenian people too, felt conscious of being 
in a state of slavery. I am merely doing my duty when referr ng 
ir terms of appreciation and gratitude to the man, John Kurtyak. 
who from this town, the centre of the land, led the struggle of 
the political party of the Ruthenians, the Autonomous Union of 
Agriculturists, and including his name among those of the halo- 
crowned heroes who died for their country. The whole world 
knew that this party had for its object the re-incorporation in 
thousand-year-old Hungary of this territory and its people. And 
it is my duty to command every one here not to differentiate 
at the cost of any one who desires to be a loyal citizen of Hungary 
either in treatment or in the administration, — that no one here 
may be impelled to feel any inferiority of position: for that is 

v the only way to serve the Magyar idea.
“My political creed — and this will be my last word today 

— may be summed up in a single sentence. — it is the sacred 
duty of us Magyars and of the other peoples living in the Car
pathian Basin to be of help to one another, to support one 
another and to further the liberty of our country, the indepen
dence of our ethnic and national life and its independence of 
every outside influence in a manner ensuring to all alike the 
greatest good, peace and tranquillity. That is the sacred, human, 
patriotic duty imposed upon us by this statue; that is why this 
memorial stands here, keeping eternal watch.”

Deputy Andrew Brody thanked the Premier for his address
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and then translated the speech into Ruthenian. In the closing part 
of his speech he declared that the descendants of Rakoczi’s 
Ruthenians were loyal soldiers of the Hungarian State-idea. “It 
is our firm conviction” , he said, “ that we have only one fatherland
— Hungary” .

Andrew Brody’s words were received with tumultuous 
applause. Then the Memorial was unveiled, — a statue representing 
a “Kuruc” (Hungarian Independent) warrior joining the hands 
of a Magyar ploughman and a Ruthenian lumberer. The Memorial 
was taken over by Alexander Popovics, chief magistrate of Huszt, 
who spoke a few words in Hungarian and Ruthenian. The cere
mony was closed by the singing of the Hungarian National Anthem, 
followed by a military parade.

After the unveiling of the War Memorial at Huszt, on 
November 11th. Kassa, Ungvdr, Ersekujvar and Beregszdsz 
celebrated with great enthusiasm, in the presence of large crowds 
from the neighbouring districts, the fifth anniversary of their re
incorporation in the mother-country. At Kassa — where on this 
occasion various exhibitions were opened and meatings of asso
ciations were held — Nicholas Kallay, Prime Minister of Hungary, 
also took part in the celebration, being accompanied by several 
Members of his Cabinet and other distinguished personages. 
After addresses of welcome in Hungarian and Slovak, Premier 
Kallay, surveying the history of Kassa, established that Kassa 
had at all times been Magyar; every stone there speaks of the 
Magyar past, while the development both of the town and [of 
the districts of Upper Hungary bears witness to the justifiability of 
the Magyar present. The Czechs had indeed demolished a few 
beautiful old Magyar mansions, replacing them by very ugly 
ones; but that these unpleasant memories were already things of 
the past, was proved by the houses built for the use of families 
with many children which were that day being inaugurated and 
which for all time proclaim that Magyar affection, generosity and 
provision for those in need were not fleeting phenomena. Nor 
was the gravitation symbolized by the town of Kassa, its culture 
and its situation, a merely fleeting phenomenon. The dignifed 
celebration of this anniversary of re-incorporation bv the rep
resentatives of science and culture — of the intellectual elite — 
and of our military forces could not provoke any one; for higher 
culture, the conception of a higher and more human life, fine and 
noble thoughts — everything, in fine, evidenced by the celebration
— were things that could not hurt or offend any one, there 
being no moment of aggressiveness in them.

One of the items of the celebration was the inauguration of 
the houses built for the use of families with many children; the 
ceremony of inauguration was attended, apart from the Prime 
Minister and his suite, also by Cardinal Seredi, Prince-Primate 
of Hungary.
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FOREIGN MINISTER EUGENE GHYCZY ON GRIEVANCES 
OF MAGYARS OF SOUTHERN TRANSYLVANIA

In reply to the question filed by Count Bela Teleki, Foreign 
Minister Eugene Ghyczy made the following statements: —

“Early in October the Rumanian Government issued an 
Order suspending teaching in the Nagyenyed Bethlen College, the 
Brasso Reformed Girls' Gymnasium and the Brasso Boys’ and 
Girls' Commercial High Schools. Previously to the taking of this 
measure the Rumanian Government had repeatedly requested the 
introduction of denominational education in those parts of Tran
sylvania and Eastern Hungary which had been re-incorporated in 
the mother-country. The House will remember that in the ter
ritories annexed to Rumania by the Treaty of Trianon the 
Rumanian Government nationalized Greek-Oriental (Orthodox) 
and Greek Catholic (Uniate) denominational education. This was 
the state of things taken over and maintained in force by the 
Hungarian Government in the territories re-incorporated in the 
mother-coutry. As a consequence, no injury whatsoever was in
flicted upon the Rumanian nationality as a result of the non
introduction of denominational education; for the system which 
was in force at the time when the Rumanian nationality living in 
Hungary was a majority people, cannot be described today as 
injurious to a minority.

"Another reason why the non-introduction of denominational 
education in Northern Transylvania cannot be regarded as a 
nationality grievance; is that the Rumanian nationality living in 
Hungary is ensured the right to carry on its elementary and 
secondary school studies in its own mother-tongue. It is extremely 
difficult to draw a parallel between the situation in respect of 
the schooling question in Northern and Southern Transylvania 
respectively, because instruction in the Hungarian laguage is 
being given in Southern Transylvania exclusively in the denomi
national schools (roughly 180 in number) still in existence there 
which are maintained by the Magyars themselves. Apart from 
an infinitesimal number of State schools, there is no instruction 
in Hungarian in Southern Transylvania except that referred to 
above; but in the said State schools too the instruction in Hun
garian exists practically on paper only, seeing that the great 
majority of the teachers employed in those schools know scarcely 
any Hungarian. In Northern Transylvania, on the other hand, 
the Hungarian State maintains more than 1000 schools for the 
instruction of the Rumanian nationality. For every people alike 
instruction in the mother-tongue is a vital question. Therefore, if 
the Rumanian Government closes the Hungarian (Magyar) schools 
in Southern Transylvania on the ground that there is no de
nominational teaching in Northern Transylvania, it thereby 
undermines the foundations of the very existence of our racial
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brethren living there, a circumstance which cannot be a matter 
of indifference to Hungarian public opinion, — still less to the 
Hungarian Government.

"The Hungarian Government is negotiating with the Rumanian 
Goverment in the matter of the school-question; and it may be 
that my deputy is this very moment handing over to the Rumanian 
Minister in Budapest the proposals made by us in reply to those 
made by Rumania. The Hungarian Government most sincerely 
hopes that it will be able to come to a satisfactory arrangement 
with the Rumanian Government in the school-question, — if only 
from higher considerations —, so that it will perhaps be pos
sible to resume teaching in those schools to which I referred in 
the opening part of my speech.

‘‘As for the requisitioning of animals, I would in reply note 
that, when we learned of the circumstances under which animals 
were being requisitioned — on the alleged plea of retorsion — 
in Southern Transylvania, we immediately informed the Rumanian 
Government that we should resort to similar methods. I would 
not venture for the moment to offer any figures; for we have 
not yet received an exact report of the matter from our diplomatic 
representative. I beg the House to take cognizance of my reply."

The House unanimously took cognizance of the Foreign 
Minister’s reply.

THE GRIEVANCES OF THE MAGYARS OF 
SOUTHERN TRANSYLVANIA

At the meeting of the Hungarian House of Deputies Count 
Bela Teleki, President of the Transylvanian Party, addressed a 
question to the Prime Minister and the Foreign Minister.

He told the House that last month the Magyars of Tran
sylvania had been dumfounded to hear that the Rumanian 
Government had closed three denominational secondary schools 
in Southern Transylvania, — the Nagyenyed Bethlen College, 
the Brasso Reformed Girls’ gymnasium (grammar-school) and the 
Brasso commercial high school, having at the same time requisi
tioned for military purposes the building of the Franciscan 
monastery, which contained a denominational gymnasium, thereby 
suspending all teaching activity in that institute. This unheard- 
of procedure had aroused the greatest exasperation in Transyl
vanian society, if only because it was not a sporadic case, but 
part of a deliberate scheme initiated by the Rumanian Government 
for the purpose of converting the life of the Magyars of Southern 
Transylvania into a veritable Inferno. Elementary education was 
being giwen in Southern Transylvania in only 185 elementary schools 
(employing altogether 190 teachers), — though, taking into 
account the numerical strength of the Magyars living in Southern
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Transylvania, at least 1000 teachers would be needed. As things 
stood today in Southern Transylvania, only one-third of the 
population was in a position to receive instruction in its mother 
tongue, the rest being deprived of that right. In Northern Tran
sylvania, on the other hand, there were 647 elementary schools 
imparting instruction in Rumanian, that language being taught 
in altogether 1100 schools inclusive of the mixed-language schools. 
While the Hungarians treat the Rumanians fairly, the Rumanian 
inabitants knowing where they can have their children taught 
in Rumanian, a state of absolute uncertainty prevails among the 
Magyars of Southern Transylvania, and the Magyar schools are 
being closed in rapid succession. The Hungarian State had 
contributed towards the maintenance of the Rumanian denomin
ational schools; in Rumania, on the other hand, the State did 
not provide a penny for the purpose. Most exasperating was the 
illwill shown towards the Magyars in Southern Transylvania, — 
not only were the Magyars exposed to aggression in educational 
matters, but in other fields too. The Magyars were being taken to 
horrible labour (concentration) camps, many of them perishing 
there owing to the poor quality of the food and the harshness 
of the treatment. That explained why large numbers of Magyars 
had been compelled to flee across the frontier, leaving their 
families in a most precarious situation. Oi late the authorities 
had attempted to ruin the Magyars by requisitioning for State 
purposes. The requisitioning agents had visited only Magyar 
small-holders, commandeering the only milch-cows they possessed, 
fixing the price to be paid for the animals requisitioned at the 
radiculously low sum of 70 bani (not quite a farthing) a kilo
gramme. Quite recently the Prime Minister had declared that he 
was not prepared to adopt the principle of reciprocity — was not 
prepared to persecute Hungarian citizens living in Hungary 
simply because in Southern Transylvania the Magyars were 
being treated with horrible harshness, adding that, it he ne- 
verheless were compelled to da so, he would resort to retaliation 
of the kind only in cases of extreme emergency. He (Count Teleki) 
begged the Prime Minister and the Foreign Minister to leave no 
stone unturned — if necessary, even to employ enargetic means 
—, but at all costs to safeguard the Magyars of Southern Tran
sylvania against the danger of utter effacement.

HUNGARY'S NATIONALITY AND CULTURAL POLICY
On November 17th., during the debate on the Estimates in 

the Hungarian House of Deputies, M. Eugene Szinyei-Merse, 
Minister of Education, made the following statements respecting 
the nationality and educational policy of Hungary: —

“The principle laid down by us is that in the matter of the 
determination of the language of instruction in elementary schools
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in the nationality areas of the re-incorporated territories the de
ciding factor shall be the will of the non-Magyar parents ex
pressed freely and without restriction in a legal manner. We not 
only ensure, but effectually support, the free exercise of their 
religion by our non-Magyar nationalities. In like manner, we not 
only ensure our non-Magyar nationalities the free use of their 
languages, but are directly concerned to protect the peculiar 
character of those languages, contributing towards a more un
restricted development of those languages. I feel sure that the 
whole world will regard it as only natural and fair, however, that, 
when taking the utmost care to endeavour to ensure our non- 
Magyar nationalities unrestricted material and spiritual welfare, 
we should not for a moment forget that people either which of 
all others in our country has suffered the greatest sacrifice of 
life and whose lot is relatively the most unfavourable, — the 
State-building Magyars. It is our duty to provide for our own 
racial kin. This is in the interest of all the peoples and nationalities 
of the Carpathian Basin, and of Europe generally. In this State 
of ours, during the past thousand years, every nationality has 
increased in numbers, has enjoyed the free exercise of its religion 
and the unrestricted development of its language and culture. 
That is why we expect of them nothing but what we are entitled 
to demand, —loyalty, attachment, fraternal co-operation. Those 
citizens of this State who conspire against this Fatherland and 
the State that is common to all, must be punished with the 
utmost rigour and power of the law. We have often shown a 
spirit of fairness at our own cost; but we are able, if necessary, 
to use the weapons of energy and determination. This is our 
human right and our duty, not only as Magyars, but as Europeans 
too, if we would continue to fulfil the historical mission devolving 
upon Magyardom.”

The Minister begged the non-Magyar nationalities at all 
times — when they felt that to be necessary — not to hesitate to 
appeal to the authority of the Hungarian State.

NATIONAL UNION OF HUNGARIAN STUDENTS
In the forenoon of Monday, November 8th. M. Eugene 

Szinyei-Merse, Minister of Education, received a deputation 
comprising the leaders of the students' organizations being Mem
bers of the National Union of Hungarian Students which was 
headed by Dr. Imre Rajczy, Secretary-General (President) of the 
National Union.

The deputation presented to the Minister of Education a 
memorandum submitted by the university and college students 
which stressed the sincere regret felt by the youth of Hungary in 
having to put on record the fact that the Rumanian Government
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had recently closed three secondary schools serving as centres 
of the intellectual life of the Magyars of South Transylvania, 
thereby exposing the flower of one section of the Magyar students 
of South Transylvania — the Magyar students attending the 
upper classes of the said schools — to an uncertain fate.

The Hungarian students felt that they were voicing the public 
opinion of the whole nation in giving expression to their protest 
against this procedure. If they failed to do so, the Magyars of 
South Transylvania would be fully entitled to believe that they 
had been left to struggle unaided. But the Hungarian students felt 
impelled to protest against the said measure also because this severe 
proceeding had been taken against the Magyar students of South 
Transylvania at a time when the Hungarian Government was 
doing everything in its power to remove all restriction and ob
stacles impeding the secondary and higher education of the Ru
manian students living in Hungary. The university and college 
students represented in the National Union of Hungarian Students 
—■< in view of all these facts and fully conscious that in the 
grave struggle which the Magyar people had to face absolute 
unity and an enhanced discipline was more important than 
anything else — was appealing in confidence to the Hungarian 
Government with the request to take all necessary steps to ensure 
the Rumanian Government revoking the measure which so seri
ously prejudiced the vital interests of the Magyars of South 
T ransylvania.

M. Eugene Szinyei-Merse, Minister of Education, assured the 
leaders of the university and college associations that the Hun
garian Government was availing itself of all the diplomatic 
means at its disposal to prevail upon the Rumanian Government 
to withdraw the injurious measure and repair the injury inflicted 
on the Magyars of South Transylvania by the closing of the 
three schools.

In his answer the Minister noted further that in keeping 
with the historical attitude of the country the Hungarian Go
vernment was pursuing a policy of friendship and understanding 
towards the non-Magyar nationalities, — a policy which ensured, 
not only the Hungarian citizens of Rumanian race, but all citizens 
of non-Magyar tongue, the free exercise of their rights and full 
liberty to live their life undisturbed and without hindrance 
in the use of their languages and their customs.

The deputation recived the words spoken by M. Eugene 
Szinyei-Merse, Minister of Education, with gratitude and 
satisfaction.
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• CONSTRUCTIVE CULTURAL ACTIVITY
IN SUB-CARPATHIA

During the days of Czecho-Slovak rule Sub-Carpathia to 
the neutral observer seemed the embodiment of political chaos. 
The whole intellectual life of the country, its literature and 
science, was consciously and deliberately degraded to the posi
tion of a tool of artificially instigated political movements and 
tendencies. Even the trade, industry and agriculture of the 
country was exploited for political purposes. The object behind 
all these movements was the weakening of the Magyars and 
of the pro-Magyar Ruthenians, and the creation of an atmos
phere saturated with hatred in which everything that recalled 
Hungary and the Hungarians was to be suppressed.

In order to attain this policial object, those in autho
rity at Prague thought it would be opportune to awaken in 
the Ruthenian people pan-Slav sentiments and pan-Slav ideas. 
This was made the object, not only of the various political 
parties, which outbid one another in their advocacy of Slav 
nationalism, of Pan-Slavism and even of Communism, but also 
of all the cultural, literary and scientific organizations, above 
all of the Pan-Russian Duchonovitch Society and the various 
Ukrainian Prosvita Associations. To all these organizations alike 
culture served merely as a pretext, for they were in reality the 
hothouses of a chauvinistic Pan-Slavism precious little concerned 
with the furtherance of the culture of the Ruthenian people.

The duty of espousing the cause of the Ruthenians fell 
to the Hungarian Government. At the outset it was no easy 
task to raise the various tendencies facing one another with 
implacable political hatred out of the poisoned atmosphere and 
to inspire them with a constructive spirit to which the cultural 
and intellectual advance of the Ruthenian people and its ma
terial welfare meant more than all the political programmes and 
aspirations moving in a vacuum. The first milestone in this 
direction was the establishment of the Scientific Society of 
Sub-Carpathia, which during the two short years of its existence 
displayed an exceptionally beneficial activity. The greatest 
achievement of this Society was undoubtedly its success in 
eliminating the hatred which divided the Ruthenian people into 
various antagonistic parties and fractions, in exterminating the 
“morbus subcarpathicus” of disunion, and in prevailing upon the 
Ruthenian people to bethink itself once more of the words 
spoken by it previously when it had been anxious to undertake 
positive constructive work. It is a sign of the times that the
Ruthenian youth should have been — and still is — to the
fore in understanding the call sent out by the Scientific Society 
for the collection of positive forces and to enlist in the service
of the Society in order to be able to contribute to realize its
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programme for the furtherance of original Ruthenian folk- 
culture.

During the course of last year the Society published ten 
volumes in its series "Books for the People.” In addition, it 
published also the bi-lingual literary periodical “Zorja”, the 
“Literaturna Nogyiljya" (Literary Sunday), a splendidly edited 
scientific and cultural periodical, and, finally, the “Ruszjki 
Molodezsj” (Ruthenian Youth), a periodical for the young 
which has already secured a circulation of 9000 copies. The 
Society has also made preparations for the foundation of a 
Sub-Carpathian Ethnographical Museum and for the establish
ment of reading clubs in all the larger communes.

The data given above in outline afford an idea of the 
spiritual revolution ensuing in Sub-Carpathia, replacing the 
disunion, feuds, reciprocal antagonisms and political hatred 
which previously dominated the country with peace, unity and 
a positive service of the people calculated to ensure the Ruthe- 
nians a better future within the framework of the Hungarian 
State. The successes so far achieved in this direction are a 
guarantee that this work will very shortly bear abundant fruit, 
— above all beneficial to the Ruthenian people which in the 
days of Czecho-Slovak rule saw its very existence threatened.
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