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IMPORTANT STATEMENTS BY M. KERESZTES-FISCHER, 
MINISTER FOR HOME AFFAIRS, DURING TOUR 

OF "BACSKA"
On August 31st. and September 1st., M. Francis Keresztes- 

Fischer, Minister for Home Affairs, visited the re-incorporated 
“Bacska” region of Southern Hungary. At Szabadka he made 
a speech in which he stressed that the Danube Valley was 
inhabited by small but self-consoious nations unable to live inde
pendently of one another. The “Bacska” was a reflection in 
miniature of this situation. There too self-conscious nationalities 
were living veritably interwoven with one another; there were 
no means whatsoever of separating them from one another: for 
even were we to entertain some idea of transfer by resettle
ment, that would not lead to any real change in the situa
tion. These peoples are interdependent; and they cannot be 
torn asunder by any human or legal means. A natural conse
quence of this state of things is that our first duty is to ensure 
sincere understanding and a peaceful symbiosis with other 
nationalities, — on the basis of equality of rights and status. 
He — the Minister — was delighted to see that at Szabadka 
there was such a firm understanding between the various natio
nalities.

At Zenta the Minister for Home Affairs declared that 
officials were required to adjust everyone’s affairs irrespective 
of nationality and in accordance with the principles of justice 
and equity. At Obecse the Minister noted that the only possible 
guiding principle of Hungarian policy was a recognition of 
individual rights and an enforcement of justice and understand
ing. This did not however mean that the Magyars were not 
entitled to claim leadership. He felt convinced that the Serbians 
understood the meaning of the manifesto of the Magyars pro
claiming a gospel of justice and affection. When the Minister 
had finished his speech, the Greek Oriental Rural Dean, Ivan 
Jelcsity, made a solemn vow asseverating the loyalty of the 
Serbians and requested the Hungarian Government to look upon 
the honest Serbian inhabitants of the country as loyal citizens 
of Hungary.

At Zombor the Minister for Home Affairs begged both the 
Magyars and the other nationalities to forget their mutual grie
vances and indeed to suppress every feeling of vengeance, howe
ver legitimate that feeling might appear; for it was only by
34



P O L IT IC A L  M O S A IC

such a spirit that peace, tranquillity and prosperity could be 
ensured. On the same occasion Joseph Vesselovszky stressed 
the loyalty of the Bunyevaci people to the Magyars; Simon 
Tapavica adding a similar protestation on behalf of the Ser
bians. The Minister expressed his pleasure at what had been 
said, adding the hope that it would be possible, through the 
medium of the Serbians of Hungary, to lay the foundations of 
an understanding with the neighbouring Serbian people. The 
Minister declared, further, that he would under all circumstances 
make every one alike maintain the legal order, adding that the 
inhabitants of the district had in fact had an opportunity to 
experience that after the upheavals in evidence at the outset the 
authorities had succeeded in creating a state of consolidation. 
He realized that it was impossible from one day to the other 
to accommodate oneself to the new conditions; but it was 
possible and necessary, by the aid of the requisite understanding, 
to train the younger generations to accept the new situation.

At Ujvidek — in reply to addresses of welcome on behalf 
of the local Serbian, Slovak and Shokaz nationalities — the 
Minister expressed his pleasure at the conditions he had found 
prevailing in the district, mentioning them as an example of 
how antagonisms could — and must — be eliminated and fric
tion avoided by the aid of tolerance. Then, in reply to the 
spokesman of the Germans, the Minister assured the Volksbund 
that the provisions of the treaties concluded by the Hungarian 
Government for the benefit of the Germans living in Hungary 
would be faithfully observed, and added that what he had to 
ask of the Germans was only that they should continue to 
work in a spirit of affection for the good of their Hungarian 
homeland.

MINISTER BeLA LUKACS ADVOCATES NATIONALITY 
UNDERSTANDING

The ceremony of unveiling the state of the late, vitez 
Stephen Horthy de Nagybanya, Deputy Regent of Hungary, at 
Zenta among brilliant surroundings, the commemorative procee
dings being accompanied with an impressive solemnity and a 
spirit of devoted reverence for the memory of the Great Decea
sed. The Hungarian Government was represented at the cere
mony by Minister Bela Lukacs, who delivered the following 
inaugural address; —

"The safeguarding and further development of the State
building and political qualities of the Hungarian nation is due 
primarily to those great Hungarians — pre-eminent figures in our 
national life — who have incorporated and irradiated the eternal 
qualities of the Hungarian mind. Today we stand reverently 
before the figure of vitez Stephen Horthy, recalling him to mind;
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for he too embodied those spiritual qualities which are given 
only to a few, — those qualities which shine with such brilliance 
upon us from the centuries of Hungarian history.”

Minister Bela Lukacs them spoke of the co-operation be
tween the Magyars and the non-Magyar nationalities: —

"There may have been frictions” — he said —, a and diffe
rences of opinion between the peoples living here; often they 
have inflicted grievous wounds one another: but all this fades 
into insignificance when compared with the great achievements 
due to those peoples’ co-operation, to their joint sacrifices and 
to their common creative work.

“The wheel of the ship of Hungary’s destiny is in the hands 
of His Serene Highness, our Regent. Today the name Horthy 
is the embodiment of our Hungarian destiny, the focus of our 
national aims and duties. This name is written today in letters 
of gold, not only on magnificent institutions and on the eminent 
results achieved during his long rule over the country, but also 
in every Hungarian soul, — shining in the eyes of every Hun
garian, wanning the heart of every Hungarian and encour
aging every effort to relieve and assist; for that name is the 
sacred symbol of the Hungarian life of today and the greatest 
pledge of our future.

"Hungary did not undertake the initiative in any of the 
struggles now being waged. Nor is it in our power to influence 
the decisive events. All that we can endeavour to do is to save 
intact the Hungarian idea and bring it in triumph through the 
storm of destruction now raging, safeguarding it amid the conflict 
of ideas and interests and the inferno of hatred through which 
we are now passing, and to preserve our independent, national 
Hungarian State. We desire to be the “primus inter pares” people 
in this part of Europe, in which for a thousand years we fulfilled 
a historical mission entitling us to exist.

“We have at all times reduced to their real value all those 
ideas, conceptions and aims the waves of which have swept 
over the Hungarian frontiers from without. Our racial sobriety 
and the eternal realism of the Hungarian mind have at all times 
saved us from dangerous oscillations, from indulgence in intol
erance towards other peoples and from the excesses of political 
fashion. Our national self-consciousness, our self-respect and our 
peculiar Magyar individuality has for that reason been enabled 
to remain intact amid the great crises of our history and in the 
face of dangerous endeavours to absorb us. The development of 
the peoples of other tongues living among us, — the survival 
of their languages and their racial customs —, proves that, just 
as we have not allowed ourselves to be fused in the boiling melting- 
pot of European history, we have never endeavoured either to 
forcibly absorb or annihilate the peoples living in symbiosis 
with us. It is in the name and by right of this sober Magyar
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conduct of ours that we Hungarians desire today also — as at 
all times in the past — to be given the place and the possibil
ities of existence in Europe which we have deserved.

"The chief result of the bloody struggles now being waged 
in the world with is that of the new ideas and conceptions 
produced during past centuries — of the socio-political and 
economic theories advanced — only those will survive the uti
lity, truth and human value of which is realized by manking after 
all delusive show and the speciousness of catchwords and propa
ganda has worn off. We have always been opposed to every 
dangerous excess and to every destructive idea."

M. ANTHONY ULLEIN-REVICZKY PROTESTS AGAINST 
CHANGE OF FEUDALISM

Last Saturday the Frankenburg Literary Circle arranged a 
soiree as one of the items of the programme of the Sopron Labour 
Week: on this ocassion M. Anthony Ullein-Reviczky, Minister 
Plenipotentiary and Envoy Extraordinary, delivered an address 
which was received with great enthusiasm and in which he made 
the following statements: —

“When last year, at Milan, I gave a lecture on the Latinity 
of Hungary” , — he said — "I mentioned Sopron and told the 
Milan public that the Sopron students do not need books to 
teach them archaeology, and that all they have to do is to make 
a tour of the town and look at the Roman remains of Scarabantia, 
— and that they are just as much at home in the ancient Roman 
city as they are in the modern centre of culture of today. Every 
native of Sopron is proud to know that from Roman days on
wards the city has played a distinguished role in all periods, the 
citizens of Sopron having always been to the fore in culture. 
But the chief reason why one is proud of being a native of 
Sopron is that that city bears the grandest title a Hungarian 
town can be given, — the title of Civitas Fidelissima. Sopron 
made the greatest sacrifice and rendered the most signal service 
that is humanly passible when her citizens went to the polling 
booths — Magyars and Germans alike — and recorded, courage
ously and unfalteringly, their allegiance to their millennial home
land. But that Hungarian homeland deserved this expression of 
loyalty; for there are few countries in the world which have 
offered and still offer so much to all of their sons —  really and 
truly without respect of language or race — as this Hungarian 
homeland of ours. There was a time when to be Hungarian 
meant to identify oneself with certain ideas of liberty. This was 
that assimilation so much spoken of whch has so often been 
thrown in our teeth in foreign countries. It was the Hungarian 
ideas of liberty that served as the magnet attracting people of 
different race to us; however, if we ask whether Magyardom 
gained numerically by this assimilation, we may safely say that on
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the contrary Magyardom lost by the process. In respect of the 
lower classes Magyardom lost enormously in favour of the 
peoples of the neighbouring countries. Only the upper classes 
gained.

"Living among foreigners, we are compelled almost daily to 
take up the cudgels on behalf of our Hungarian homeland. Not 
only are we compelled to express our allegiance to that home
land, but we have to defend it almost daily against attacks un
justly made against it.

"I will mention just a few of the things to be heard every 
day: one of these is the charge that Hungary is a feudal country. 
This charge has become almost second nature with certain 
foreigners. One cannot conceive where this fallacy originated 
from: for Hungary has never been a feudal country. The second 
charge being hurled unceasingly at our heads is that Hungary 
is the home of a caste-system, — that in Hungary' the lower 
classes are unable to make headway or rise to higher positions- 
I myself, who am living in the public life of Hungary, would ask 
where those cliques are which are supposed to be bleeding us? 
It is untrue that in Hungary the lower classes are unable to 
make any headway: for in Hungary every one is perfectly well 
able to rise from the lowest rank to the highest. We are told, 
further, that in the field of politics we are conjuncture-mongers 
and self-interested and endeavour to swim with the tide. Hun
garian history is giving evidence that the Hungarian nation has 
never adjusted itself to conjunctures. When the Magyars embra
ced Christianity, in the days of St. Stephen, it was not the 
advantages offered by Christianty that they had in mind. The 
House of Arpad in the course of a single century gave the 
Church more saints than all the other dynasties the world over. 
Magyardom had become the champion of Christianity.

"While engaged in the study of Hungarian history, a great 
French historian exclaimed: “When will Europe at last show its 
gratitude to this people for what it has done for it? And Europe’s 
gratitude — a noble gratitudle indeed! — was the Treaty of 
Trianon! But even after Trianon Magyardom was the only 
people which never wavered for a moment or allowed itself to 
be inveigled into a path of compromise. Today — and in the 
future too — there would be opportunities galore for compromise: 
shall Magyardom yield to a conjuncture now? I believe we are 
entitled to declare proudly and decidedly that we have given 
birth to ideas which render us worthy to be members of the 
community of the peoples — though small in number, never
theless great in prestige and dignity. These virtues of ours, 
which fill the pages of a thousand years of history, may, I 
believe, encourage us to hope that for at least another thousand 
years we shall be able to exist for the benefit of our beloved 
fatherland and of the whole of Europe” .
38



P O L IT IC A L  M O S A IC

DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENT SMALL-HOLDERS’
PARTY

On September 12th. the Independent Small-Holders’ Party 
made public the following Declaration:

"We regard and know the Hungarians to be a God-fearing 
people. During centuries of severe trial it was its faith that 
upheld this people when it was groaning under a foreign yoke 
and could only live its Magyar life and its national feelings 
really and truly within the walls of its churches. It is our wish 
to enforce the principles of Christianity everywhere in our 
public life; and we are convinced that these principles are the 
only foundations upon which the new world to be established 
after the war can be built. It goes without saying, however, 
that we repudiate those catchwords with the aid of which cer
tain individuals and tendencies in defiance of the teachings of 
Christ and of the Gospel would fain distort the real meaning 
and substance of the word Christian.

“One of the consequences of our Christian conviction is 
our belief in natural law, in an unconditional acknowledgment 
of and respect for the human rights which are the gift of God. 
It is on the basis of this conviction that we proclaim equality 
of rights for all. We proclaim that there must be no appeal 
against the eternal dictates of natural law; and that our une
quivocally democratic conviction too rests upon the principles of 
Christianity. We desire the establishment of democratic institu
tions in every field of life, — democratic parliamentarism for 
the conduct of the affairs of State and the unconditional ensur
ing of liberty, — the enforcement of democratic principles in 
the self-government of the communes, and in the life of the muni
cipalities, though also in the direction of our economic organiza
tions and institutions and in general in the whole economic life 
of the country, — in order to enable all our working elements 
to have a voice in the direction of their own affairs.

“In respect of nationalism too the real meaning and
substance of the term "national trend" as endorsed by us must
be clearly defined. Recently we have heard much of “nationalism”, 
of the co-operation and even of the fellow-feeling of the 
various nationalisms, — meanings often bordering on interna
tionalism and threatening to destroy the independent and free 
existence of the several nations. To us “national trend” or
"nationalism” means our being Hungarians, our desiring a free 
and independent Hungary in which the Hungarians shall be 
able to live their own ancient form of life (in intellectual and 
economic respects alike) without interference from any one. In 
our opinion "national trend” means also the strengthening of 
every class of the Hungarian people spiritually, culturally and 
economically alike and the admission to membership of and
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partnership in the nation of every one alike, — not only in 
respect of duties, but also in that of rights and liberty, of 
material wellbeing and of unrestricted and unimpeded possi
bilities of subsistence.

"Of the programme of the Independent Smallholders, Agri
cultural Labourers and Bourgeoisie Party based upon these 
principles we beg herewith to enunciate the pivotal theses. 
Hungary is a constitutional kingdom. The system of govern
ment of Hungary must be a parliamentary system based upon 
the principle of popular representation. We regard as indispen
sably necessary in every field of our public life the unrestricted 
enforcement of the spirit of self-government, — the uncondi
tional ensuring of the uncorrupt character of all forms of elec
tion. We desire the absolute equality of citizens of the State, 
the enforcement of the right of assembly and association 
and the liberty of the Press. We desire a foreign policy ensuring 
the independence, national character and free cultural and 
economic development of Hungary, and an army providing for 
the vigorous defence of the country. We desire a serious solu
tion of the land question, one of the greatest of our national 
problems, with a view to the ultimate adoption of the system 
of small-holdings. We regard as necessary all measures required 
to further the sound quantitative and qualitative development 
of our agrarian production, and we desire to further a continua
tion subject to satisfactory conditions of the industrialization 
of the country. We regard as indispensably necessary the restora
tion of the unrestricted freedom of our inland trade. Our agri
cultural labourers must be ensured opportunities of labour, 
humanly decent labour conditions and earnings providing them 
with the means of subsistence, and must be institutionally 
guaranteed the opportunity of having a permanent voice in the 
determination and adjustment of labour conditions and the fixing 
of wages. We desire a radical reform of our system of taxes 
and dues, to be followed by the establishment of a progressive 
system of a fair and just character without chicanery in the 
method of collection. Our system of taxation must be reformed 
by the introduction of exemption for those earning only a living 
wage. One of the most urgent tasks of the post-war future will 
be the expansion and generalization of our system of social 
insurance and the development of our popular health protec
tion system.

"The Party is not losing sight either of the grave problems 
incidental to the coming change from a state of war to a state 
of peace, having in this connection formulated two principal 
demands: —

1. "Internal order must be maintained unconditionally and 
by every possible means. Society must contribute to the main
tenance of this order by displaying sobriety and self-discipline.
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The Party desires, not merely the maintenance of formal order, 
but the ensuring of Hungarian legal order in its entirety and 
the prevention of or retaliation for any actions the perpetrators 
of which are guilty of defying the law or the spirit of legal 
order.

"And, if we add that in our conviction no effort must be 
spared to ensure peace and peaceful symbiosis with the non- 
Magyar nationalities living in Hungary and with the peoples 
of the neighbouring countries, we shall have practically ex
hausted the determination in broad outline of the aims which our 
Party has in view.”

DOUBLE PENALTIES INFLICTED IN R U M AN IA  
ON CITIZENS OF NO N-RUM ANIAN RACE

The July 28th. issue (No. 174) of the Rumanian Official 
Gazette (Monitorul Oficial) published the text of a strange Law 
(Decret-Lege). This Law (No. 490) provides for the amendment 
of the Decret-Lege of February 6th., 1941 (Of the Punishment 
of Crimes Endangering the Existence and Interests of the State) 
(Decret-lege pentru modificarea decretului-lege pentru reprimarea 
faptelor ce pun in primejdie existenta ?i interesele Statului).

The amendment in question declares that “those who 
spread false reports, who by their conduct contribute to disturb 
public order and tranquillity, or whose usual occupations are 
an offence to public morals, may be removed forcibly to places 
of residence appointed for them or interned in labour camps 
for periods of from 6 months to 2 years."

"Those who evade internment in the labour camps or 
residence in the places appointed for them or who resist the 
measures taken for the purpose, are liable to be sentenced to 
confinement (inchisoarea corecsionala) for periods of from 3 
to 5 years and to the payment of fines (amenda) of from 10.000 
to 100.000 lei.”

2. “The other agendum of importance incidental to the 
period of transition is the necessity of ensuring for that period 
the continuity of work.

“When breaches of the relevant measures are committed by 
persons of non-Rumanian origin (persoane de alia origine etnica 
decat romaneasca), they shall be liable to sentences and penal
ties double those enumerated above.”

Other provisions of the Law declare that for the period 
of their internment private and State employees shall not be 
entitled to receive their emoluments, and that the period in 
question may not be included in that taken as the basis for the 
allotment of pensions. The persons interned are required to pay 
a certain fixed sum daily for their board; and those who refuse 
to do so shall be liable to have their movables and immovables



D A N U B IA N  R E V IE W

distrained for payment, while in the case of those who have 
no private means, the sums in question shall be deducted from 
the wages due them for their work in the labour camp.

As may be seen, the conception of "foreign origin” (alto 
origine natianalisms, — meanings often bordering on interna- 
the Rumanian penal code too. This document of Rumanian ultra- 
chauvinistic intolerance is without a parallel in the history of 
criminal law. And what does it all really mean? It means that, 
if the person spreading false rumours or disturbing public tran
quillity or outraging public morals happens to be “of non- 
Rumanian origin” , he will have inflicted on him a penalty 
double that imposed upon citizens of Rumanian origin.

We would only ask whether this measure is logical or 
psychologically justifiable? Would it not be more logical that 
Rumanian citizens of Rumanian origin should be liable to double 
penalties for committing crimes or offences against the Ru
manian State?

We are involuntarily reminded of the 1937 draft-law 
(decret-lege) presented by the Tatarescu Government in re 
national labour protection, which at the time proposed to 
devolve upon every commercial and industrial undertaking in 
Rumania the obligation to provide that 75°/o of the persons in 
their employ should be “racially of Rumanian origin.” This 
draft-law, however, which ran counter to the Rumanian Constitu
tion and to the provisions of the Minority Treaty then in force, 
was swept out of existence by the opposition of the minorities 
whose vital interests were menaced thereby, even the serious- 
minded Rumanian circles raising their voices in protest against 
the draft-law, while the petition submitted on May 8th., 1937, 
by the Magyar Party of Rumania to the League of Nations 
contributed also in large measure to prevent the Rumanian Go
vernment being able to force on undertakings the observance of 
an ethnic ratio. And we believe that the President of the Liberal 
Party of those days, Dinu Bratianu, was quite justified in de
claring, in March, 1937, when opposing the Bill in question, that 
"the situation in the annexed territories is not the result of 
development, but an inheritance from the past.” “We Rumanians", 
continued Bratianu, “must not indulge in speculative nationa
lism; and we must not either imitate or improvize judicature 
or incite." And in conclusion Dinu Bratianu said: — “In our 
country nationalism must be developed with discernment and 
resolutely, but only gradually” (Quoted form March 8th., 1937, 
issue of “Keleti Ujsag".).

Why did the drafters of the new Law inflicting double 
penalties on Rumanian citizens of non-Rumanian race in ques
tion fail to show discernment in taking to heart the points made 
by Dinu Bratianu?
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"UNDERSTANDING, FRATERNITY .. "
The annual report of the Ujvidek Royal Hungarian State 

“Gymnasium" using Serbian as the medium of instruction has 
just left the press. The report describes the events of the past 
school-year in both Hungarian and Serbian. Its introductory 
article bears the title “Understanding, Fraternity” ; and inter alia 
it contains the following passages: —

"Brethren! ....y o u  who are hastening and rushing to your 
own doom.. .  , stop and listen! Unite in understanding, in 
fraternity and in spritual peace! Grasp and hold one another's 
hands and refuse to surrender yourselves to savage passions! 
Let us show understanding for one another’s affairs; and not 
let the trifling fact that one of us professes such and such a 
faith and the other belongs to such and such a nationality, be 
the cause of antagonism. Magyars are by nature open, friendly 
and full of understanding. The Serbian people too possesses 
many similar qualities. The reciprocal influence exercised through 
many centuries has made these two brave warrior peoples re
semble one another in many points. All that is wanted here is 
to expand the foundations of our mutual interdependence.

"We, the standard-bearers of Magyar culture, have shown 
that the Serb child is just as dear to us as the Magyar. We 
educate our Serb children with the same affection; indeed, we 
have repeatedly gone farther in the meticulous care shown in 
educating the Serb children than that shown in educating our 
own, our object being to prevent any one feeling oppressed and 
to make every one realize that in this fatherland of ours we 
are all equal citizens, all eating the same bread, and that we 
all show the same firmness in defending the hearth and the soil 
on which our cradles have been rocked. . .  Not a single Serb 
child should forget that he is at home here, and that the soil 
of Hungary entombs the mortal remains of his ancestors, as it 
does those of the ancestors of the Magyars . . . ”

The annual report then gives an account of the events of 
the school-year and of the work done in the school. The main 
object in view in the field of ethical education was the implant
ing in the minds of the pupils of a self-conscious Christian 
outlook.

In their work of educating their pupils to a sense of pa
triotism the masters were inspired by the knowledge that the 
Hungarian fatherland ensures every one alike the free exercise 
of his religion and the free use of his mother-tongue, not 
differentiating between citizen and citizen and requiring in 
return only loyalty to the State and sincere allegiance. These 
ideas first broached by St. Stephen permeated every fete and 
celebration arranged during the school-year. And — to cite the 
words of the report — the emphasis laid on the brotherly
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fellow-feeling and interdependence of Magyars and Serbs has 
for its object also spiritual reconciliation.

The teaching staff of the institute comprised 27 masters. 
The number of pupils enrolled was: in the boys' department 332 
ordinary and 46 "private'' pupils and in the girls' department 
317 ordinary and 41 “private” pupils, — i. e. altogether 736 
pupils (inclusive of 87 "private'' pupils). The distribution of the 
ordinary pupils by mother-tongue was as follows: — Serbs, 600, 
Russians 13, Croatians, 10, Slovaks, 2, Ruthenians, 6, Bunyevaci, 
1, Czech, 1, Vends, 2, Jews, 8. 477 of the pupils spoke Serbian 
only, 85 Serbian and Hungarian, 40 Serbian and German, 20 
Serbian, German and Hungarian. As for the respective occupa
tions of parents, the largest proportion of the pupils were the 
children of smallholders (98), 81 being the children of trades
men, 79 the children of persons engaged in one or other of 
the professions, 72 the children of retired public employees and 
54 the children of artisans and craftsmen. The other pupils were 
the children of parents engaged in various other branches of 
occupation. The distribution of pupils by religions was as 
follows: — Greek Oriental (Orthodox), 605; Roman Catholic, 
29; Greek Catholic (Uniate), 6; Evangelical, 4; Jewish, 9.

In respect of general proficiency, in the boys’ department 
16 obtained “excellent”, 11 “first-class”, 82 “good” and 150 
"sufficient” (pass) certificates, that meaning that altogether 259 
pupils (78.5%> of the number receiving "classification”) succeeded 
in finishing their classes. In the girls’ department the number 
of "excellent” certificates was 31, that of “first-class” 21, that 
of “good” 97, and that of “sufficient" (pass) certificates 126, 
that meaning that altogether 275 pupils (87°/« of the number 
receiving "classification”) succeeded in finishing their classes.
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