
HUNGARIAN TRANSYLVANIA AT WORK

A ministerial rescript of paramount importance has 
just been received by the Szeklerland Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry; it has as its object the 

furtherance of the interests of tradesmen and artisans 
desirous to establish independent existences or to ex
pand their already existing businesses or plants. The 
Central Corporation of Hungarian Banking Companies has 
decided to initiate a credit action within the framework of 
which it will place at the disposal of M em ber-Institutes  
operating in the territory subject to the jurisdiction of the 
Szeklerland Chamber of Com m erce and Industry extra
ordinary re-discount credit to the amount of 20.000.000  
Pengb. Two lines of credit have been fixed for the purpose. 
Within the framework of the first line loans are obtainable 
of amounts not to exceed 10.000 pengo in any one case, 
and within that of the second line individual loans not 
exceeding 5000 pengo may be granted without bank security.

Great importance attaches, from the point of view of 
the supply of goods to the villages in North Transylvania 
and more particularly of the protection of the Magyars 
living in that region, to the circumstance that the Transyl
vanian branch of the “ H angya” Co-operative Society is 
building a warehouse equipped with up-to-date storage 
facilities and cellars which, with its prem ises suitable for the 
storage of other goods, is to ensure the supply of commodities 
to the village co-operatives of K olozs, Szilagy and Szolnok- 
doboka Counties. The work of construction is in full swing; 
and the new warehouse will in all probability begin opera
tions already in the autumn, replacing the limited facilities 
of the storehouse of the Kolozsvar branch hitherto available. 
Equal importance attaches, from the point of view of the 
village population, also to the establishment at Szekely- 
udvarhely of a plant for the manufacture of fruit.

The suburban districts of K olozsvar brought into being 
during the days of Rumanian occupation w ere not supplied
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with water or provided with drains, the result being that 
today many ot the suburban streets of that city have neither 
drains nor water supply, a circumstance which is by no 
means a matter of indifference to the inhabitants of the 
city from the point of view of public hygiene. The Hunga
rian authorities now functioning in K olozsvar are anxious 
to make up for the omissions of the past and have drafted 
a far-reaching scheme for the provision of a proper water 
supply and of drains which is estimated to cost 6.5 million 
pengo. The work of carrying the far-reaching scheme of 
investments into effect was begun already last March; for 
the present it is proposed  to supply 31 streets with ad
equate sewerage, the length of the drain-pipes to be 6576  
m etres and the cost involved som e 500.000 pengo.

The survey and natural gas exploration inspectorate 
established by the Hungarian Ministry for Agriculture is 
working full steam ahead in various parts of Transylvania, 
— e. g. also* in the confines of townships barely 20 kilometres 
distant from Nagyvarad. At the end of last week the 
boring operations had reached a depth of 13.050 metres; 
from that depth natural gas has issued forth with a pres
sure of 120 atmospheres. Everything points to the presence  
here of rich deposits of natural gas. A  plan has been seriously  
put forward for utilizing the abundant supplies of natural gas 
in the town of Nagyvarad.

On June 22nd., the Transylvanian Inspectorate of the 
Ministry for Agriculture entered the third year of its 
activity. During its activity in Transylvania this Inspectorate 
has settled at once by direct intervention an enormous 
number of questions, having thus rendered serious and ef
fectual assistance to the farmers of the eight counties of that 
province.

This Inspectorate functioning under the direction of Baron 
Daniel Banffy, Minister for Agriculture, and Dr. William Ba- 
logh, ministerial councillor, has made a special point of estab
lishing as direct contacts as possible with the farming com
munity of Transylvania and has ensured the necessary 
connections through the medium and with the co-operation 
of the local organs of the Department of Agriculture, the 
representative body of Transylvanian agrarians, the Tran
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sylvanian Hungarian Agricultural Association and the co 
operative societies. It has endeavoured to tackle in good 
time the economic questions arising periodically, to study 
them and obtain a thorough knowledge of them, and to take 
all the necessary measures possible on its own initiative and 
without delay. All questions outside its sphere of authority 
have been referred at once to the Ministry, where all mat
ters of interest to the Transylvanian farming community 
have certainly been taken in hand with particular care.

In this way the agricultural administration has not ap
peared to the farmers as being some official apparatus 
working at a remote distance; for the Ministry has always 
been present in its representative, the Inspectorate, and 
farmers have had opportunities galore to convince them
selves that this institution is their most potent supporter and 
their most powerful advocate.

The Inspectorate has endeavoured to promote in Tran
sylvania a more up-to-date system of husbandry, doing so 
by the establishment of a station for the improvement of 
seeds, by the organization of farms for the production of 
surplus supplies of seeds, by the improvement of pastures, 
the purchase of brood animals, the organization of animal 
hygiene, the furtherance of the building of silos, model 
stables, maize-drying barns and manure dumps; it has dealt 
with all kinds of questions of any importance, its activity 
including also the manysided schemes for the encourage
ment of fruit-growing.

More important than anything else, is the enormous 
work being done by the Inspectorate in the field of profes
sional education; today it has functioning under its aegis 
in Transylvania —  apart from an Agricultural College — 
2 secondary agricultural schools and several lower-grade 
professional schools; so far it has arranged 70 three-months’ 
courses in agriculture (attended by altogether 2570 stu
dents), as welt as 36 itinerant courses in household economy, 
which latter have so far been attended by 521 students. In 
addition, it has provided technical courses embracing prac
tically every branch of agrarian cultivation for the purpose 
of increasing the number of farmers possessing an up-to- 
date training. This sphere of activity of the Inspectorate
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promises to produce results far surpassing the finest so far 
achieved.

And the work of the Transylvanian Inspectorate of the 
Ministry for Agriculture is nevertheless by no means 
isolated from the global agricultural policy of the country; 
for it constitutes an organic part of that policy and is 
dovetailed closely into the general scheme of the same. It 
is indubitable, however, that the Inspectorate functioning 
with Dr. William Balogh, ministerial councillor, at its head 
would never have been able to achieve these results had not 
the Minister for Agriculture, Baron Daniel Banffy, taken a 
peculiarly personal interest in the cause of the Transylva
nian farmers, and had not the Minister had the co-operation 
of men of eminent qualities working —  often anonymously, 
but all the more effectively — in the Transylvanian network 
of the Department of Agriculture.

Intensive work is being done also to improve the cul
tural standard of the population of North Transylvania. 
The Magyars living in the villages in the immediate and 
outlying environs of Kolozsvar are — culturally speaking 
— in a rather backward state. They have not at their 
disposal the intellectual and cultural assets indispensable 
to enable them to be the standard-bearers of Magyar na
tional consciousness in their surroundings. The greatest 
reserves of the national forces are those latent in the popu
lations of the villages; the younger generations of villagers 
must have their culture and their national consciousness re
inforced, and must be enabled to acquire also the economic 
knowledge with the help of which they will find it easier 
to support themselves and their families in the given condi
tions of their respective villages.

It was these considerations that inspired the municipal 
authorities of Kolozsvar to decide to establish a People’s 
College. At a general meeting held recently the Municipal 
Council approved the relevant plans, designating the site 
{Teglas-utca 11.) to be appropriated for the building of the 
College.

The Ministry of Education is contributing to the cost 
of establishing and equipping the People's College an annual 
grant of 10.000 pengo, undertaking also to provide the salary
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of the Head Teacher. The amount still required — 20.000 
pengo — may be secured by the sums provided by the com
petent county organs of the National Family Welfare 
Foundation in lieu of the schoolfees and board and lodging 
costs of the students to be delegated from among the 
members of deserving families with many children. The 
cost of building and equipping the People's College is esti
mated to amount to 280.000 pengo. A beginning will shortly 
be made with the work of building; thereby the Capital of 
Transylvania will be the proud possessor of another cultural 
institution of prime importance.

The “Fairy Car” of the Cultural Association of the 
Magyars of Transylvania is also continuing its popular 
education tour of the villages. Recently the Car visited the 
villages of Alsozsuk, Apahida, Szamosfalva and Nadas- 
szentmihaly. The villagers everywhere received the cinema 
shows with enthusiastic delight and industriously attended 
the cultural and informatory lectures arranged in connec
tion therewith.

On May 26th. the “ Fairy Car” started on a tour in Maros
torda County, visiting in turn the villages in the county and 
arranging there too cinema shows and lectures. On this 
occasion 17 branches were established in Marostorda County. 
Several members of the Central Management also took part 
in the Marostorda County tour; they then called on the 
leaders of the social unions of the Counties of Udvarhely 
and Marostorda, discussing with them the question of the 
organization of the Cultural Association (popularly known 
as the “EMKE” ).

And the work of organization of the “EMKE” is in 
any case in full swing everywhere in the country. The 
organization activity is at present most intensive in Szilagy 
and Besztercenaszod Counties.

The “EMKE” is shortly to establish branches also at 
Nagyvarad and Kecskemet.

The work of organizing “EMKE” libraries all over 
Transylvania is also proceeding vigorously. Before long 
there will be “EMKE” libraries in 16 villages in Szi
lagy County. Libraries provided by the "EMKE" will 
shortly be set up also in Csik and Besztercenaszod Counties
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to serve as a further means of advancing the cultural 
interests of the villages.

Of the provincial branch committees, that of Csik 
County has the finest record, having since its organisation 
arranged 140 lectures in no fewer than 40 villages in the 
County. This branch committee is now preparing to arrange 
a ceremony in commemoration of the “Honved” Colonel 
Alexander Gall; on this occasion a memorial tablet placed 
on the house in which this gallant soldier of the Hungarian 
War of Independence (1848— 49) was born, is to be unveiled 
at Csikszentgyorgy.

Dr. Bela Kovrig, Lord Rector of the “ Francis J oseph ” 
U niversity of K olozsvar, has just announced the realiza
tion of a schem e of far-reaching importance. H e recently  
made a statem ent to the effect that the U niversity had 
succeeded in realizing the schem e for the organization of 
summer courses (extra-m ural university extension lectures) 
in Kolozsvar. The realization of this schem e denotes a 
further stage in the work being done b y  K olozsvar University  
ever since the liberation of Transylvania for the purpose of 
raising the standard of intellectual life in that province. 
The statement made by the Rector runs as follows: —

“The University of Transylvania, apart from fulfilling 
its original task and mission, is fully conscious of its 
importance from the point of view of the national policy 
and is conscientiously doing its duty. This is what has 
actuated it, notwithstanding the war conditions, to arrange 
summer courses this year — for the first time. The university 
extension lectures will cover the period from July 1st. to 
July 15th. and will be given in the spacious assembly and 
concert halls of the “ King Matthias” Student Hostel, which 
in summer are agreeably cool.

‘‘The primary subject of all the lectures will be M agyar 
Transylvania. This object will be served by everything 
connected with the courses, — by the intellectual work, the 
visit to Korosfo, the tours in Szeklerland arranged for pur
poses of study, the sporting festivals and competititons to 
be held every afternoon. —  the object, namely, of revealing 
the spirit and soul, the natural beauties, the economic 
peculiarities and the physical forces of Transylvania.
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“On July 1st. there will be a solemn inauguration, 
which will naturally, owing to the war conditions now 
prevailing, not be held amid very festive surroundings. 
Speeches will be made on this occasion by the Rector and 
by Louis Kelemen, director of the archives, who will discuss 
the history of Kolozsvar, and by Lieut. General vitez 
Aloysius Beldi, head of the Hungarian youth sporting 
organizations, who will discuss the deeper significance of 
the sporting events to be held within the framework of the 
summer courses.

"Where the subject allows of that being done, the 
lectures will be illustrated with lantern slides. These 
lectures will afford the audiences an opportunity of familia
rizing themselves with the land of Transylvania, with its 
natural treasures, and with its flora and fauna, with the 
history of Transylvania (including the most ancient period), 
with the events of the periods of the migration of the peoples 
and of the Magyar Conquest bearing upon the history of 
Transylvania, with the social structure of Transylvania, its 
nationalities and its Magyar ethnography. Learned church
men will expound the role played and the cultural work 
done in Transylvania by the Roman Catholic, Reformed, 
Unitarian and Evangelical Churches respectively. Eminent 
authorities will discuss the Hungarian literature, art and 
theatre of Transylvania, and will explain and give descrip
tions of forestry and agricultural conditions in Transylvania, 
the possibilities of industrialization, the peculiar institutions 
of Szekler law, the characteristic quackery —  not without 
interest ethnographically — of the village “wise women” 
or fortune-tellers, as also the sports of hunting and fishing 
in Transylvania.

"The sporting events —  as already noted — will be 
introduced by a speech by Lieut-General “ vitez” Aloysius 
Beldi; while, apart from the interest taken in the physical 
performances of those taking part in the competitions, 
particular interest will attach to the addresses on questions 
of youth sport to be given by the heads of the National 
Central Sport Board.

“Every afternoon, and on Sundays, there will be 
outstanding sporting events arranged within the framework
32



HUNGARIAN TRANSYLVANIA AT WORK

of the summer courses. The representative team of the 
Hungarian universities and colleges, for instance, is to play 
a match against the football team representing the town of 
Kolozsvar; there are to be basket-ball matches between the 
provincial universities, an athletic meeting in which the 
athletes of Debrecen, Szeged and Kolozsvar are taking part 
in an inter-university competition, sword and foils contests 
between Debrecen and Kolozsvar Universities, shooting 
contests and a university lawn-tennis tournament. All these 
events are to take place in the University Sports Park. One 
of the week-ends the students are to make an excursion 
(of ethnographical interest) to Kordsfo; while to wind up 
the summer courses, on July 15th., those students who send 
in their names will be taken for a week's tour in Szeklerland 
(at greatly reduced rates) to be conducted by professors.

"T h e  University and all its institutions are making 
considerable material sacrifices to enable students —  on 
exceptionally reduced terms —  to familiarize themselves 
thoroughly with the Transylvanian Capital and with M agyar  
Transylvania. Those taking part will be able to improve 
their knowledge and at the same time to obtain mental and  
physical recreation in the botanical gardens (famed all over 
Europe), sport parks and refreshing groves of K olozsvar.”
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