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I t was on August 30th., 1941, that General Milan Neditch, 
Serbian Prime Minister, formed his Government. On 
August 29th. last, on the ocasion of the second anniver

sary of its formation, the Belgrade radio offered a survey 
of that Government's two years of activity. The country 
was in a state of chaos when the Neditch Government took 
it over, there being at the time no public security and no 
food available. Already in July the enemies of the country 
and of public order had begun to assemble in the forests, 
There was need of reconstruction everywhere; and this work 
so pregnant with responsibility has not yet been completed. 
It is true, indeed, that there is tranquillity and order in 
the greater part of the country; but there are still in places 
obstacles to public order and public security.

The Neditch Government has done yeoman service in 
providing those who have fled for refuge to the territory of 
the country with relief and opportunities of labour. After the 
collapse of Yugoslavia refugees in particular from the dist
ricts of Southern Serbia and Croatia arrived in large num
bers in the considerably shrunken territory of Serbia proper 
in order to begin a new life there. Grave difficulties were 
experienced by the Serbian Government in connection with 
the work of providing for the prisoners of war in Germany 
and Italy. The Belgrade broadcast also informed us that in 
the summer of 1941 Serbian skilled labourers and agricultur
ists began to report themselves for voluntary work in Ger
many. At present there are 60,000 Serbian labourers working 
in Germany; these have during the course of two years sent 
home to their dependants in Serbia altogether some
115,000,000 dinars.

The Government is devoting special attention to the
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question of popular education; for in Yugoslavia that matter 
has been handled in a very misguided fashion. The Go
vernment has displayed a very vigorous activity in an attempt 
to overcome illiteracy, having established popular reading- 
rooms and libraries in the villages. The Government is fully 
aware that it has not yet overcome all the obstacles; but it 
also knows that it is only uniting all Serbs that it will be 
possible to ensure the Serbian people and the Serbian State 
the place appointed for them by fate in the New Europe 
( “ Delvideki Magyarsag” , August 31st., 1943).

Two days later, on August 31st., at a popular assembly 
at Kragujevac, Premier Neditch made a speech in which he 
reviewed the two years of activity of his Government and its 
efforts on behalf of the Serbian people. In the first place he 
declared that in times of trial the Serbians always looked to 
the Sumadia, which had played an important role in the 
struggles for liberty of that people (that is why, in Serbian 
history, the Sumadia figures as the “ Serbian Piemont”). He 
then told his audience that he had taken over the country 
at a most critical juncture, when the very existence of the 
people had been threatened, not only by the grave consequ
ences of a lost war, but also by the horrors of civil war. In 
a few months, however, the Government had succeeded in 
exterminating the Red Pest in the towns and villages of the 
country. “ Irrespectively of the results achieved by my Go
vernment in its work for the salvation of the nation” — the 
Premier continued — “ I am quite prepared to appear before 
a popular tribunal and to report to that tribunal on all that 
has been done by me in these days of trial. 1 demand, howe
ver, that those too who are responsible for having plunged 
the Serbians into this grave situation, should be summoned 
before the same popular tribunal to render an account of 
their actions. The Serbian people listened to me, thereby 
making possible the cultivation of the soil and the ensuring 
of the people’s food supplies. In the future too this will only 
be possible if we preserve internal order and tranquillity. 
Boundless havoc has been caused by those who withdrew to 
the forests and mountains refusing to listen to my warning. 
Had they taken my advice, it would have been far easier to 
overthrow the Communist monster. Unfortunately there are 
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still people in Serbia who dream of insurrection and rebellion. 
We cannot, however, improve or change our situation by 
reckless procedure —  still less by armed force. Our best 
weapon is wisdom and composure. It is in no wise in the 
interest of the Serbian people to act as the cat’s-paw of 
foreigners. No one is entitled to recklessly blay a game of 
change with the destiny of the people, —  least of all those 
who allow themselves to be influenced by Moscow or Lon
don".

In the concluding part of his speech General Neditch 
warned his hearers against a resuscitation of Yugoslavia, a 
State-formation which had brought nothing but trouble and 
catastrophe on the Serbian people. What must be established 
instead was a Serbian federal peasant-State, in which the 
decisive role would be played by the coice and the will of 
the peasantry and which was the only truly Serbian path 
leading to the prosperity and welfare of the nation. ( “ Donau- 
zeitung’ , September 1st,. 1943).

Serious warnings similar in tenor to that given by Pre
mier Neditch were uttered at popular assemblies held in the 
middle of September at Shabatz and Pozharevatz. At Shabatz 
the capital of the so-called “Macsva” district, which in 1941 
was subjected for a time to the horrors of a reign of Red 
Terror that cost the lives of tens of thousands, Deputy 
Srdanovitch inter alia made the following statements: — “We 
are not prepared to shed any more Serbian blood in vain. 
Those who are now hiding in the forests do not represent the 
Serbian people. In case of need we shall all take up arms 
against these subversive elements in defence of the Serbian 
people and the Serbian State” . According to the Mayor of 
Shabatz, M. Gyurkovitch, the Serbian agriculturists of the 
“ Macsva" district have never been and never will be Com
munists. The only means of ensuring the life of the Serbian 
people is Serbian unity and the maintenance of discipline.

At Pozharevatz, which also suffered grievously from the 
depredations of the partisans, the speakers declared that the 
Serbians would never again renounce their independence. 
They would never again pursue wandering fires; and what 
they wanted was, not a resuscitation of the mosaic-State 
called “Yugoslavia” , but a homogeneous Serbian State, which
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alone could ensure the Serbian people a better and peaceful 
existence. In conclusion, the speakers spoke in terms of 
appreciation of the activity of the Premier, General Neditch, 
who was the real leader of the Serbians and whose appeal — 
enunciated by him at Kragujevac —  must find an echo in 
the heart of every patriotic Serbian. ( “ Delvideki Magyar- 
sag” , September 16th., 1943).

All these statesments prove that the insurrection so often 
spoken of already as liquidated has not yet come to an end 
and that indeed —- particularly as a result of the latest de
velopments on the southern front —  it threatens to burst into 
fresh flame; they prove also that the vast majority of the 
Serbians have turned their backs on the Yugoslav State-idea 
and desire to continue their national life within the frame
work of a unitary Serbian State, if possible, in a “ Greater 
Serbia".
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