
SLAV ECHOES OF THE TW O SLAV  
CONGRESSES ARRANGED BY MOSCOW

BY

EMERY PROKOPY

Recently Moscow played two trump cards. The first was 
the arrangement of the Montevideo and Moscow Pan- 
Slav Congresses, the second the dissolution of the 

,,Komintern“ (i. e. the Third —  Communist — Internatio
nale) ordained for purely tactical reasons and with the very 
thinly disguised object of misleading the public opinion of the 
world. On the present occasion —  if only for lack of space 
— we must confine ourselves to describing the effect of the 
two Pan-Slav Congresses on the “ sister peoples” of the 
Russians as reflected in articles appearing in the presses 
of the Slav peoples in question and of their countries.

Of the Congress arranged for the benefit of the Slavs 
of South America in Montevideo, the Capital of Uruguay, 
we, have reports available informing us that the Congress 
was attended by “ separatist” Croatian and Yugoslav 
partisans who branded General Mihaylovitch, the leader 
of the Serbian national insurgents, as a traitor, demanded 
the resignation of the London “ refugee” Yugoslav 
Government and recognized as de facto Government 
the so-called “ Council of Partisans” . The reports add 
that this resolution of the Congress was immediately 
protested against by the char ge-d-affaires of the 
London "refugee” Yugoslav Government functioning in 
the Argentine, who issued an energetic declaration that 
however fell flat and produced no effect whatsoever. 
Presuming that the Congress was really attended also by 
Croatians, the latter must have been recruited exclusively 
from among individuals of decidedly communistic feelings 
and were not in the least entitled to represent the wishes 
and the political views of the Croatians of South America. 
The vast majority of the Croatians living in that Continent
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have been ardent and uncompromising supporters and 
champions of the national aspirations of the Croatians and 
of the idea of Croatia’s political independence ever since the 
formation of Yugoslavia, — though more particularly since 
the memorable day (June 20th. 1928) on which the bloody 
attempt was made in the Skupshtina to which Stephen Radic, 
the leader of the Croatan people, also fell a victim. That is 
why we cannot but think it impossible that this vast majority 
of the Croatians settled in South America who are so imbued 
wih Croatian national self-consciousness should have 
allowed themselves to be overpowered by the opium fumes 
of Panslavism and, yielding to the incitement and cajolement 
of Moscow, should have joined the communist partisans 
whose object is the ruin of independent Croatia!

As for the opinion of people in Croatia concerning the 
Montevideo Congress, that may be gathered from the 
following passages taken from an article which appeared 
in the May 11th issue of the “ Hrvatski Narod” : — “ This 
Congress was completely dominated by the influence of 
Moscow. While on the one hand lauding the importance and 
speaking in terms of flattery of the future of the Soviet 
Union, the resolution passed by the Congress on the other 
hand attacks Drazha Mihaylovitch. In other words, the Con
gress took sides with the Communist partisans —  i. e. with 
Bolshevism and the Soviet Union — and attacked the pan- 
Serbian chetniks now committing depredations in the 
territory of the Yugoslavia of former days. The object was 
to persuade the Croatians to adhere to the partisans’ cause, 
and at the same time to brand the London “refugee,, 
“ Yugoslav” Government as the enemies of Slavdom and the 
henchmen of the Anglo-Saxon democracies. The Croatians, 
however, were not to be cajoled. They simply boycotted the 
Congress; for they are fully aware that the partisans and 
Mihaylovitch’s chetniks alike detest the Croatians and are 
jealous of Croatian independence. The partisans are the 
mercenary agents of Moscow, the chetniks of London; 
perhaps serving abjectly the interests of both alike. In 
either case they are the inveterate enemies of the Croatians... 
The attitude of the Croatians of South America towards 
the Montevideo Congress and their opinion of that Congress
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is however identical with that of the whole Croatian people 
in respect of the Pan-Slav idea, which demands of the 
Croatians too that they should renounce their name, their 
liberty and their independence” .

The above words are —  we believe —  sufficiently clear 
and decided and need no further explanation.

A much greater importance naturally attached to the 
Third Pan-Slav Congress organized in Moscow early in May 
to the accompaniment of sackbut and trumpet. The First 
Congress was held in Moscow in 1866 on the occasion of 
an ethnographical exhibition, —  at the period, in the reign 
of Czar Alexander II., when the Russian peasantry was 
released from the yoke of serfdom. The Second Pan-Slav 
Congress was held in Moscow in 1941, wehn the war 
between the Soviet Union and the Axis Powers had broken 
out and Moscow thought it wise to stress the fraternity and 
unity of the Slav peoples. The latest — Third —  Pan-Slav 
Congress was convened for the purpose of proclaiming the 
same catchword, and was attended by representatives of the 
Communist elements who had fled for refuge to Russia from 
all the former or still actually existing Slav States.

The echoes awakened by this Congress in the public 
opinion the several Slav countries may be gathered from 
the following statements made by competent Slav factors 
and by the excerpts from the newspapers of those countries 
given below. The appeal addressed by the Congress to all 
the Slav peoples calling upon them to take up arms under 
the leadership of Stalin, was answered in the name of the 
Serbian Government by Tanasije Dinitch, Minister for 
Internal Affairs, in a statement made to a correspondent of 
the Belgrade “ Donauzeitung’\ “ Stalin, a non-Slav” — said 
Dinitch, inter alia —  "should remain leader of the godless 
Bolsheviks and should leave in peace all the Slav peoples, 
including also the Serbian people. During the whole course 
of his life, as proved by the Katyn episode too, Stalin has 
murdered more Slavs than the whole combined population 
of the countries to which the Red dictator now lays claim. 
The Slav countries belong to Europe. They are now, together 
with the other European peoples, fighting a lite-and-death
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struggle to avert the fate Stalin has in store for them in 
the Bolshevik inferno".

.We find an equally decided attitude of repudiation and 
disavowal in the Bulgarian Press. The Sofia “ Zora", for 
instance, declares that "Bulgaria is already sick and tired 
of the Pan-Slav idea. The Bulgarian people knows full well 
what a horrible fate would be in store for it in the event of 
the triumph of Bolshevism. The Pan-Slav idea propagated 
by Stalin is merely an instrument of Soviet Russian policy. 
Moscow would fain use the Slav peoples as "cannon fodder" 
in his endeavour to establish a reign of Eastern terror in 
Europe, Should the Soviet succeed in conquering Bulgaria, 
we should without doubt have to reckon on the whole Bul
garian people being compelled to settle against its will in 
Siberia” .

The Government organ, “Dnes” , adopts a similar tone 
when it speaks of the Pan-Slav idea proclaimed by Stalin 
as one of the innumerable cajolements resorted to by 
Bolshevism. “ For twenty-five years Bolshevism has been 
ruthlessly nipping in the bud the manifestations of the 
people's patriotism; and the very term "fatherland” has 
always been regarded as a badge of treachery by the Bol
sheviks , . .  That the Soviet should have chosen this very 
moment to appeal to the "brotherly feelings” of the Slav 
peoples is most inopportune, for those peoples are still 
recoiling under the effect produced by the assassination en 
masse to which many thousand officers belonging to one of 
the Slav "sister peoples” fell victims in the Katyn forest” .

On the part of the Slovaks, Dr. Gaspar, Envoy 
Extraordinary and Propaganda Minister, and a few days 
later the Premier, Dr. Tuka, answered the appeal of the 
Moscow Congress calling upon the Slovaks too to take part 
under the leadership of Stalin in a struggle to establish a 
Slav Bolshevik world. “As to the real value of the “brotherly 
affection" proclaimed by Moscow” , said Dr. Gaspar, “ that 
is revealed to us by the mass murder committed at Katyn. 
The Slovaks believe in organized nationalism and have not 
forgotten Litvinov’s scheme for settling them in Central Asia. 
The Slovaks are fighting for their liberty, which is based
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upon political justice; and under that banner they will fight 
end triumph on the side of the Axis Powers".

In a speech delivered before the first General Assembly 
of the Slovak-German Society Premier Tuka inter alia 
declared that it was impossible by the aid of Pan-Slav 
catchwords to cajole the Slovak people and to enlist that 
people in the service of the political aims of Moscow. “Those 
are not the real friends of a people” , he said, “who — 
though speaking a kindred language — oppress that people, 
plundering it and threatening by absorption to completely 
annihilate its national existence; those are its real friends 
who do not attempt to hinder its development, but further 
and ensure its survival as an independent nation".

The Croatians too have repudiated the tempting offers 
of the sirens of Moscow. In one of its May issues the 
“ Hrvatski Narod’’ published an article by one of its editors 
which, inter alia, declares that “by its political attitude, 
by its resolute struggle against the insurgent bands and 
above all by the heroism of its sons fighting on the eastern 
front, the Croatian people has shown clearly what it thinks 
of Panslavism in any form, whether figuring under the guise 
of Bolshevik Panslavism or masquerading as Yugoslavism. 
The Croatian people has set its teeth against both forms 
of Panslavism and will continue that struggle to the bitter 
end” .

And, in an article entitled “Croatians and Panslavism” 
published in its May 11th issue, the “Hrvatski Narod”  makes 
the following statements of supreme interest which fully 
reveal the political attitude of the Croatian people: “ The 
Soviet's affection for the Slav peoples found its most 
pregnant expression in the assassination of Polish officers 
in the Katyn forest. This mass-murder was indeed committed 
in the service of the Soviet's Pan-Slav ideas. But the real 
meaning of the Russian or rather Soviet Pan-Slavism, has 
been revealed by experience, not only to the Poles, but 
also to other peoples. The Croatian people has twice already 
experienced at its own cost the effects of this Pan-Slavism, 
— first in the form of Illyrism and then in that of Yugo
slavism — , and, learning the lessons of its errors and 
mistakes, has definitively turned its back on both forms.
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. .  . The third form adopted by Pan-Slavism is that invented 
by the Communists in an attempt to inveigle the Croatians 
to support the Soviet or rather to prevail upon them to 
renounce the right of enjoying life and liberty in an 
independent State of their ow n. . . There is no need 
therefore to lay particular stress on the fact that Soviet Pan- 
Slavism serves only to mask the imperialistic aims of 
Moscow; and it is even less necessary to emphasise that 
the Soviet attaches absolutely no importance to racial and 
linguistic unity.”

From the few excerpts given above in a literal 
translation it will be seen that to the “ Slav sister peoples” 
the Pan-Slav Congress recently held in Moscow appears 
to be nothing more or less than one of the dangerous 
instruments of Soviet agitation intended o further the 
imperialistic aims and ambitions of the Soviet and the 
machinations having as their objc the realization of a 
world revolution.
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