
ENTHUSIASTIC RECEPTION OF NATIONAL 
DEFENCE SOLDIERS RETURNING 

FROM THE FRONT

The whole Hungarian nation welcomed with excep
tional cordiality General vitez Gustavus Jany, 
commander of the Second National Defence Army 

which had fought so gloriously on the eastern front, on his 
return home on May 1st.

In the early hours of the afternoon military and other 
detachments filed into their places in the square facing the 
arrival platform of the Eastern Railway Terminus, Buda
pest. Outside the cordon tens of thousands of spectators 
lined up to witness the arrival of General Jany and to wel
come him home with cheers and the waving of hand
kerchiefs, in his person greeting the Second “Honved” 
Army.

The large reception hall of the Terminus was decorated 
with palms and carpets, the walls being draped with the 
national tricolor and the arms of Hungary.

At 5. 40 sharp the special train glided slowly into the 
station. A thunder of cheers greeted General vitez Gustavus 
Jany as he stood at the salute at the door of his car. The 
General was welcomed home by M. Nicholas de Kallay, 
Prime Minister, in the following terms: —

"I welcome you, General, as the gallant commander 
of the Second Army now returning from the front and as 
the wounded Honved soldier returning with the comrades 
of your struggles. And in your person I welcome the whole 
National Defence Army which fought and suffered for its 
country far from home, on the Russian battlefield. I wel
come all those who have arrived home with you and who 
are coming home after you, — while I mourn deeply and 
with all the sympathy of my heart for those heroes who 
will never return!

“In the distant Russian battlefield the army under
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your command, General, was a symbol of duty unquestion- 
ingly performed, —  performing its duty in obedience to the 
command of the Supreme War Lord and to the decision 
originating from the obligation devolving upon us too to 
share in the defence of our country, our race, our Christian 
faith and our civilization in the world-conflagration now 
raging. I welcome all alike, though primarily and above all 
those who have fought and suffered most and have shown 
the greatest determination, — the good officers and the 
Hungarian ”Honved” soldiers fighting so faithfully and 
obediently, so gallantly and so heroically.

“ It is the duty of this nation —  a duty which 1 myself 
undertake and the fulfilment of which l  regard as a sacred 
obligation — to provide that every warrior, every officer 
and private, shall find his home on his return at ileast in 
the state in which he left it. But if our country, our home
land, is able to provide more bread, better opportunities and 
a better life, that is due first and foremost to you, and 
above all to those of you who have left behind you a reputa
tion for gallantry and have made sacrifices, —  to those 
who have left widows and orphans to mourn their loss — , 
to those who have won distinction in the field or who in 
the course of the struggle have had their vitality weakened 
or suffered disablement.”

In his reply General vitez Gustavus Jdny made the 
following declaration: —

“ Your Excellency, I thank you most heartily for the 
warm words spoken by you, which I was proud to hear. 
These words are addressed primarily to those who fought 
so gallantly on the shores of the Don and prevented the Red 
Terror plunging its bloody talons into the sacred soil of 
our native land. Appreciation, glory and honour is due to 
those who fought so strenously on the far-distant fields of 
battle. Praise is due to those who stemmed the mighty tide 
of our enemies, dealing annihilating blows, though those 
enemies were far superior to us in tanks and armour.”

The speeches of the Prime Minister and General Jdny 
were received with loud and prolonged cheers and applause. 
The Premier and the Minister for War then cordially 
embraced the army commander.
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General vitez Jany Speaks of Winter Campaign of 
National Defence Army.

The Leader and Chancellor of the German Empire has 
conferred on General vitez Gustavus Jany the Knight’s 
Cross of the German Iron Cross Order. On the occasion of 
the formal presentation of this distinction the members of 
the National Defence Army War Correspondents Company 
were received in audience by the General, who made an 
exhaustive statement respecting the winter campaign of the 
National Defence Army.

“The most important events in the winter campaign in 
which the Russians made their mass attacks were the bitter 
preventive actions of our soldiers. In these fierce struggles 
we were faced, not only by an enormous superiority of 
numbers, but by the opposition of natural conditions too; 
for that was the only period during the whole winter when 
the temperature fell to —45°. And in these struggles the 
National Defence soldiers, though unable to stop the ad
vance of the enormously superior odds, held out without 
flinching and crumbled to pieces some fifteen divisions and 
4— 5 armoured brigades. This is proved by the fact that 
later on not a single enemy armoured car pursued us from 
the east, only inferior detachments having attempted to 
attack us. The danger that really menaced us was from 
enemy forces that had broken through to the south and 
penetrated to our rear.

“ This phase of the operations is over. It came to an 
end when, on March 22nd., what remained of the armoured 
division and the battalions assembled under the direction 
of the command of the twenty-third division which had 
fought a successful and unselfish rearguard action, withdrew 
from participation in the operations.

“When once familiar with his weapons and inured to 
the climate and accustomed to the terrain, the National 
Defence soldier was of supreme excellence in attack and in 
defence — though that is less adapted to his temperament 
—  also held his ground in an unexceptionable manner. This 
is proved by the three engagements fought at the Uryw 
bridgehead and by the two battles of Sustye and Korotojak,
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in which we frustrated the attempts of the inconceivably 
superior Bolshevik odds to break through. The magnificent 
spirit of attack of our National Defence soldiers is docu
mented by the many sorties undertaken by them regularly 
and successfully between the autumn and the January 
battles. The magnificent character of this spirit is shown 
also by the fact that at the time of the January offensive 
the battalions withdrawn from the sections of the front 
which were not affected carried out their counter-attacks in 
the breaches made with such vigour and vehemence and 
clung so obstinately to the snow defences which had been 
scraped together in face of vastly superior odds, that these 
troops deserve the highest praise.

"Though according to recent experience the clothing of 
the National Defence soldiers from the hip downwards did 
not offer quite adequate protection against the extremely 
severe Russian winter, nevertheless those soldiers stood the 
cold in a manner deserving the highest praise. In defensive 
positions and immobile warfare respectively their winter 
equipment was quite adequate; for the rank and file had 
repeated opportunities of taking shelter and warming them
selves in the trenches. But those engaged in counter-attacks, 
as well as those who could not find room in the trenches, 
were often benumbed by the cold and the snow. So intense 
was the cold that if you took your hand out of your glove 
and touched the iron of your rifle with your bare fingers, 
the latter simply froze. The oil on the weapons often froze 
too. During the coldest days the machine guns too froze 
now and again, while it proved almost or absolutely im
possible to turn the towers of the tanks, and the cartridge- 
levers of many rifles were simply split in two by the cold. 
And even under such circumstances the Hungarian Na
tional Defence soldier showed his readiness to make every 
sacrifice for his country. For that reason practically every 
one of our formations deserves nothing but appreciation and 
praise. In the course of the final battles our troops shot 
up 150 tanks. This is a first-rate achievement; for we were 
relatively poor in anti-tank weapons. But the artillery — 
which, it should be added, threw itself into the struggle 
regardless of sacrifices —  wrought enormous havoc among
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the tanks. Just before it was relieved our most southern 
division again crossed the Don and penetrated the enemy 
positions. Those of our divisions which were operating on 
the southern wing put up a strenuous defence even against 
the vastly superior numbers of the enemy which had pene
trated to their rear and were attempting to crumple up our 
lines. And the Hungarian division stationed at Korotojak 
joined hands with a German division to defeat the encircling 
movement; then, after having completed its task, it broke 
through the encircling forces, crushing the ring of enemies 
and proceeding as rearguard to the position appointed for 
it. The Hungarian division stationed at Storozhevoje also 
fought obstinately even when outflanked by the enemy, who 
had penetrated to its rear. Then, joining hands with the Ko- 
marom division, it retired, in obedience to orders, step by 
step, ensuring the retreat of the German forces from the 
Voronyezh bridgehead. That is how the said Hungarian 
troops, which were the last to leave the Don, became the 
rearguard of the rearguard. /  have therefore nothing but 
praise and appreciation for the heroic struggles of our 
National Defence soldiers; and I must pay a tribute of 
sincere homage and respect to the memory of those who 
sacrificed their lives to enable the rest of their comrades 
to extricate themselves from the ring by which they were 
encircled. The memory of our dead heroes will live in the 
hearts of every National Defence soldier. Their lives will 
serve as a pledge that the Hungarian National Defence 
Army shall never forget what it owes to the "Honved” name 
or what its duty is.”
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