
INTERESTING GOVERNMENT AND PRESS 
STATEMENTS FROM SERBIA

Tie  greatest problems confronting the Serb Government 
are how to avert the menace of Bolshevism and, while 
fighting the rebels, how to reorganize economy and set 

it on its feet again. It is about these problems that —  
practically every day —  the members of the Government 
make statements and the Belgrade Press publishes articles. 
In what follows we give a few extracts from them.

About the middle of February Premier Neditz, speak
ing to a delegation of farmers from the Timok constituency, 
said that Bolshevist agents were trying to influence the Serbs 
with the propaganda that the position of he Russian armies 
had greatly improved of late and that Bolshevism itself had 
essentially changed and was becoming more and more a 
Russian national movement. This, however, —  said Premier 
Neditz —  was simply not true. A s the Serb proverb had it: 
the wolf might change his skin, but he would always remain 
a beast of prey. The Serb people must be made to realize 
clearly that Bolshevism was their enemy. They must choose 
between civil war and a peaceful life. There was no third 
choice. “You love your homes, your country Serbia", —  said 
the Premier —  "Your fathers fought for this country, which 
has never been the home of internationalism. W e want to save 
and defend Serbia, and to do so we must have your loyal 
help. W e  want to heal the wounds inflicted on the Serb nation 
two years ago by its betrayers. W e  are working for the moral 
and spiritual regeneration of Serbia, and every man who 
loves his country must be prepared to take part in this work. 
W e want to build up the Serb State, which is a peasant State, 
on a co-operative foundation, and we must not allow 
ourselves be diverted to the right or the left. The path of 
my policy” —  continued the Premier —  "is a straight Serb 
path, the path of St. Sava. It is a great and lofty aim and it 
serves the interests of the entire Serb nation" (Serb newpapers 
and “Delvideki Magyarsag", Feb. 18.)
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Similar opinions were expressed in the speech made by 
Premier Neditz to a delegation of farmers from the Negotin 
constituency. “W e Serbs” —  he said —  „are not Bolshevists. 
W e have houses, land, a name, a faith and a country. W e  love 
that ancient country, we love everything that is Serb, 
everything that belongs to our history, our name and our 
traditions. The Bolshevists are godless people who deny the 
Cross, the nation and the right of private property. We can 
never be Bolshevists and shall always strive to prevent the 
spread of Bolshevism. Were Bolshevism to spread in Europe 
it would bring revolution and chaos in its train and 
everywhere the sound of weeping and mourning would be 
heard. W e  must strive with all our might to prevent the 
outbreak and spread of Bolshevism. In this struggle there 
can be no compromise, no discrimination. W e  should not 
and must not listen to those who say that Communism has 
changed. W e  must preserve order and give every assistance 
to those who are fighting a life and death struggle against 
Bolshevism. W e are Serbs and Christians, and Serbs and 
Christians we wish to remain. W e love our Serb fatherland 
and will pit all our strength against Bolshevism” (Serb 
newpapers and “Delvideki Magyarsag" Feb. 24).

A  few days later Premier Neditz addressed the anti- 
Communist armed Serb volunteer forces. In this speech he 
sharply criticized the policy of the Governments of the S. H.S. 
Kingdom, i. e. Yugoslavia. “A t that time” —  said the 
Premier —  “morals had gone to pieces and the national 
consciousness of the Serb people had grown dim, so that the 
young people were left without national ideals. Then in April 
1941 Yugoslavia collapsed like a house of cards. After the 
22nd of June 1942 another catastrophe overtook Serbia; the 
menace of Communism which threatened Serbia and the whole 
Serb nation with ruin. But you, volunteers, took up arms 
io  save the country and the Serbs and you scattered the 
Communist bands. You are the real strength of the nation. 
Do not listen to whispered propaganda and subversive 
calumnies. They are the work of paid agents, of enemies 
of the nation who are in the pay of foreign powers." (“D el
videki Magyarsag” , Feb. 26.)

The Serb newspapers write in a similar strain, which
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in the present circumstances is but natural. One February 
issue of the "N ovo Vrem e" calls upon farmers, labourers 
and industrialists to increase production. A t the same time 
it says that “we have enemies on the domestic front too, 
but we shall defeat them” In another issue the inhabitants 
of the country are warned not to believe the malignant 
rumours that the Serbs doing compulsory labour service 
are being sent to Greece or any other foreign country. The 
“Srpski Narod", a Belgrade weekly, writes as follows: —  
"W e  have in our midst people who spoke of those who 
approved of pro-German policy as the fifth column, who 
considered the enemies of that policy patriots. In other 
ivords they considered the men who advocated war patriots. 
This view is held today by those who do not want to see 
peace, order and constructive work in Serbia. They call 
those who wish to save the Serb nation from bloodshed 
traitors, and those who demand fresh sacrifices in the 
interests of a foreign power patriots. But those "patriots” 
have no scruples about co-operating with the Communists 
and upsetting order in the country. . . . W hat true Serb 
nationalism demands is that we should co-operate with 
those who are seeking the real good of the Serb people, 
who are saving Serbia, with armed force or in other ways, 
from ruin and the horrors of civil war, and who ensure 
peace and order in the country. This is real Serb nationalism."

The aversion felt by the sober Serb elements for 
Communism is not of recent origin. After the first election 
on 28th November 1920 there were 58 Communist members 
in the constituent national assembly. It is still vividly 
remembered in Serbia how on 28th June 1921, the day on 
which the so-called Vidovdan Constitution was voted and 
promulgated, the “State-saving" activities of those 
Communists culminated in a bomb attack made by some of 
their adherents against the Prince Regent Alexander. A  
month later, on 21st July, M. Draskovitch, Minister of the 
Interior, was murdered at Delnice, a Croat watering-place, 
by a Communist.
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