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BENES'S HENCHMEN
BY

FRAN CIS HERCZEG

In the history of humanity there is no record of any fiasco 
so shockingly pitiable as that which put an end to 
Edward Benes's life-work, the Czecho-Slovak Republic. 

The downfall of that Republic was perfectly in keeping with 
the manner of its establishment. In the name of the right 
of self-determination of the peoples eight million human 
beings with divergent histories and antagonistic cultures 
were abandoned to the mercy of the whims and caprices of 
six million Czech imperialists. Cynically flouting the Pitts
burg Convention, the Czechs overreached the Slovaks; and 
they hoodwinked the Ruthenians by a barefaced policy of 
temporizing in respect of the autonomy guaranteed in the 
treaty of peace. No wonder that this State, which attempted 
to supply the dearth of power by having recourse to lies, 
fell prostrate and crumbled to pieces at the first breath of 
wind from the North.

It is surprising —  and indeed almost impressive —  to 
see the former President of the Republic still prepared —  
still venturing —  to begin the whole game over again. No 
one of course dotibts the acuteness of Edward Benes's 
intellect or the stubbornness of his will-power; but there 
must be something fundamentally wrong with his reasoning, 
—  something that renders him incapable of grasping 
elementary truths. One of these elementary truths, for 
instance, is that it is impossible for a people comprising six 
million souls to pursue an imperialistic policy. Malypetr, a 
former Prime Minister of Czecho-Slovakia, offers a plausible 
explanation of the political blunders of the whilom President 
of the Republic. “The fundamental features of Benes’s 
character" —  says Malypetr —  “were an exceptional self- 
complacency, combined with a belief in his own infallibility 
and a simultaneous disparagement of others." This explains
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a good deal. Malypetr’s theory seems to be confirmed by 
the conclusion drawn by Benes from the collapse of the 
Republic. “The Magyar and the German peoples must be 
re-educated ’ —  he said: “they must pass through a
searching social revolution in order that they may without 
opposition subject themselves to the system devised by me." 
If that is not megalomania, I really wonder what it is. 
W orld history has so far not recorded any instance of a 
people having its primitive nature eradicated by education; 
and even more absurd is the idea that Edward Benes, who 
has learned nothing from his own past, possesses special 
abilities as a popular educator.

For the moment the former President is seen skulking 
somewhere near reality, using the methods of Master 
Reynard when lying in wait near a hen-house. Unable to 
leap over the wall or break through the palisade, the knight 
of fortune trusts that sooner or later there will be some
where a breach through which he can slink in and seize 
the coveted booty. After his experiences at the Trianon he 
thinks he has precious little to fear from the shrewdness or 
judgment of the Anglo-Saxon statesmen; and he is equally 
convinced that if necessary he will be able also to bamboozle 
the Soviet Union. Benes is not a Communist (the Czech 
race, which is typically of a petite bourgeoisie character 
and clings desperately to the principle of private ownership, 
is as far removed as possible from any idea of a community 
of property); what he would like to do is rather to subject 
Moscow to the control of the leading-strings of pan-Slavism. 
He is of course perfectly well aware that there is no real 
substance whatsoever in pan-Slavism, —  a mere catchword 
which for a  century has only served to foster disturbance.

The cynicism of Benes's methods is revealed undisguised 
by the bitter antagonism existing between him and the 
Poles. The little influence Benes may have again today in 
London he owes primarily to the scheme for a Polish-Czech 
coalition. However, the moment a dispute arose in the 
frontier question between the Poles and the Russians, Benes 
suddenly forgot all about the coalition and actually ventured 
to offer hints to Sikorski, reminding him of the right of self- 
determination of the Ukrainians and White Russians living
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in the territory of pre-W ar Poland! Not bad for the Benes 
who did not shrink from confiscating the rights of peoples 
in order to establish Czecho-Slovakia!

There is something humiliating in the fact that the 
policy pursued by Benes has its “Hungarian” advocates too, 
—  if the few castaways of the 1918 revolution now drifting 
aimlessly somewhere in foreign countries are in any way 
entitled to be regarded as Hungarians. These pseudo-Hun
garians were responsible for plunging Hungary into an 
absolutely superfluous revolution the course and the ultimate 
aims of which they were themselves ignorant of. They did 
not even know what every revolutionary in the world has 
so far been perfectly well aware of, —  viz. that the first 
thing to be done in such cases is to organize an army to 
defend what they were pleased to call the "achievements 
of the revolution” . A  mere handful of armed coolies would 
have sufficed to disperse the members of the People's 
Government which then assumed the reins of power and 
send them flying in all directions.

And indeed the chief thing that can be brought against 
them, is not that they were revolutionaries, but rather that 
they were incapable. These poor unfortunates are however 
morally on a far lower level than Edward Benes; for, though 
in themselves they may be absurd and immoral, the political 
conceptions of the former President are nevertheless intended 
to serve solely and exclusively the interests of the Czech 
people, whereas what Benes s London henchmen are offer
ing for sale is —  their own people. They remind us forcibly 
of Jack London’s Call of the W ild ; the story of a dog 
which, having lost its master, and having strayed into the 
virgin wild, divested itself of its canine virtues and became 
the disgrace of its own species. Even a mongrel exterior may 
conceal moral excellences.
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