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GREAT AGRARIUM RESULTS
On 10th February an economic committee recruited from both 

Houses of Parliament wes addressed by Baron Daniel Banffy on 
the subject of present-day agricultural questions.

He told them that autumn ploughing had taken place on a 
considerably larger scale than the average for the past years. 
The production of industrial plants was of great importance in 
war-time. In the years preceding the present war barely two per 
cent of the ploughed land had been used for that purpose. By 
taking adequate measures that percentage had been multiplied. 
In consequence the domestic oil industries had received from last 
year’s crops a supply greatly exceeding that of the previous years. 
This year the amount of land under oil and fibreproducing plants 
had been increased, and the growing of an adequate quantity 
of sugar-beet and tobacco had been made compulsory. The by
products obtained in the course of manufacturing industrial plants 
provided very valuable fodder for animals. In 1939 the amount 
of land under rice was less than 100 yokes; last year it had been 
grown on 4000 cadastral yokes. Promising experiments to find 
a substitue for rubber were being made with a Russian species 
of dandelion. As regards quantity, last year’s wine crop had been 
a good average; as regards quality, it was excellent in many 
places. The Ministry of Agriculture was doing everything possible 
to encourage viticulture.

Speaking of animal-breeding, the Minister said that Hun
garian animal-breeding played a particularly important role in 
Europe. That was why this item of the Budget had been increased 
almost ten-fold. Last year 58.000 brood animals had been distri
buted to farmers; this year the number would probably be 80.000. 
The number of courses of training in animal-breeding was to be 
increased.

The quantity of milk produced had not fallen off to any 
considerable extent, but consumption, especially in the villages, 
had increased. From the point of view of animal-breeding the 
production of fodder was of the greatest importance. The area 
of land available for this purpose could not be increased, so an 
effort must be made to secure heavier crops. This was particularly 
true of maize.

The regulation of rivers was making great strides. When the 
new irrigation works were ready, it would be possible to water
260.000 yokes. Preparations for the construction of a canal between
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the Danube and the Tisza were being energetically carried cut. 
According to the plan elaborated, the canal would start from the 
Soroksar branch of the Danube at Dunaharaszti and, passing 
through Kecskemet, would join the Tisza et Ujkecske. Prepara
tions were also being made to build large reservoirs. One of these, 
that in Visovolgy, with a fall of 80 meters, would be able to 
generate 40.000 h. p. electrical energy. In order to develop 
forestry and industrialize it, it was proposed to invest 56.000.000 
pengo in the forests belonging to the State.

Since 1936 at least 363.000 yokes of land and over 2100 
farmsteads had been used for the purpose of land reform. The 
number of sites for building acquired by the State was over 31.000. 
Twothirds of the results enumerated had been achieved by the 
work of the Ministry of Agriculture during the past two years. 
It followed that the practical realization of the Government's land 
policy was being pursued with increasing energy. It was to be 
hoped that a settlement of land problems in Upper and Southern 
Hungary would be effected this year and that the same work 
could be continued with greater speed in Subcarpathia and in 
the restored Eastern areas and Transylvania.

SERBS OF SOUTHERN HUNGARY DO NOT DESIRE 
RUSSIA’S VICTORY

Government statements made in the course of the past year, 
the attitude of the Press, and other declarations containing the 
principle of appeasement, have made an extremely favourable 
impression on the Serb inhabitants of Hungary. This impression 
was enhanced by the fact that the Magyar authorities had done 
their best to act in the spirit qf St. Stephen's ideas and had dealt 
on the basis of equality with those who had observed the laws 
of the land and behaved in a manner documenting their loyalty.

Today the Serbs of the Ujvidek— Titel— Zsablya triangle are 
convinced that foreign propaganda merely aims at causing unrest, 
which would have unpleasant consequences, primarily for the 
Serbs themselves. Even if there are a few misled men who preach 
Pan-Serb or Communist principles, their work is seed fallen on 
stony ground. The sober, calm and reasoning elements of the 
Serb population, today, are advocates of a policy of appeasement. 
They are endeavouring to enlighten those few of their racial 
kin who still believe that some good results may come of their 
subversive activities.

Last week a delegation of twenty-five men belonging to the 
Orthodox Church headed by the superintendent of the parish, 
appeared before the notary of the village of Zsablya, two-thirds 
of whose inhabitants are Serbs, and gave expression to their 
sincere hope that “the relations which existed before the world
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war between the Serbs of the Bacska and the Magyar authorities 
might be restored.”

"W e should like to live” —  said the leader of the delegation 
—  "as we did twenty-five years ago. It is our most ardent wish 
that peace should again be restored among our racial brethren. 
We would emphasize the fact that we are doing everything we 
can to suppress any movement among our racial brethren. You 
must not believe that we desire the Soviet’s victory. If the 
Bolshevists win, we are lost. There are people who do not realize 
this; and it is probably some of these people who are working 
to prevent reconciliation. We will be the first who, before the 
Magyar authorities take action, will suppress the activities of 
these subversive elements. It is our interest in the first place to 
see that those who may try to stir up unrest among the TSerbs 
are rendered harmless."

NEWS ABOUT THE MAGYARS OF SOUTHERN 
TRANSYLVANIA

The population of Karansebes are Magyars, Germans and 
Rumanians, and belong to six different religious denominations. 
Most of them are Greek Orientals, and they have a diocese and 
cathedral in the town. Then come the Roman Catholics, Greek 
Catholics, Calvinists, Lutherans and Unitarians. The Roman and 
Greek Catholics use the same Roman Catholic church. The church 
of the Calvinists has been consecrated, but Divine Service is 
rarely held in it. Formerly they had a clergyman but no church, 
now they have a church, but no clergyman. Divine Service is held 
now and then by the Rev. Stephen Debreczeni, chief clergyman 
of Temesvar, who since autumn is without a curate himself. The 
Lutherans and Unitarians are so few that they cannot even think 
of building churches or paying clergymen.

In Karansebes most of the members of the Magyar racial 
community are working people, with some craftsmen and a 
sprinkling of professional men. Generally speaking the Magyar 
workmen Hive in the suburb called Balta Sarata. The Magyar 
children of schooling age are not taught elementary subjects in 
their mother-tongue, because they have to attend either the State 
elementary schools or their German sections. Only religious 
instruction is imparted in their mother-tongue. They are taught 
the Bible and the Catechism by Dean Blasius Schiitz. The 
Calvinist children are taught religion by M. Julius Demeter, a 
chemist of the town, according to the schedule supplied by the 
Church authorities who entrusted him with this task. The one 
single Unitarian pupil learns religion with them. With very few 
exceptions the Magyars of Karansebes are all poor. As far as 
is possible the racial community aids the Magyar school children, 
supplying them with school equipment, clothes, winter relief, etc.
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. At the end of December the Magyar painters of Rumania 
arranged an exhibition in the hall of the Magyar House at Temes- 
var. Unostentatiously and with conscientious labour they have 
created works of lasting artistic value in these times of war, and 
if to the success of the exhibition we add the self-sacrifice and 
self-discipline required of them today, we may safely say that 
the Magyars of Southern Transylvania have every reason to be 
proud of the Magyar painters of Rumania.

The desire to do everything for the young has led to the 
establishment of another home for children in Temesvar. This is 
the St. Elizabeth Day Nursery in the Joseph Ward, which was 
opened on 1st January. For the moment it will accomodate only 
30 or 40 children, most of them from the peripheries of the town. 
In the new institution they will be looked after by trained nurses. 
Collections of money and equipment will be made to furnish the 
institute, which at present is rather bare.

At Christmas time several appeals were made by the 
leaders of the Magyars of Southern Transylvania. Count Stephen 
Haller, chairman of the “Hangya" Co-operative Alliance, for 
instance, called upon as many Magyars of Southern Transylvania 
as possible to join the co-operative societies. His opinion was 
that co-operatives were the sine qua non of social development 
and reorganization. He closed his appeal with the following 
words: “The fruits of the first steps begin to appear. This year
the towns have indicated their desire to take part in our work. 
By joining the co-operative movement the towns will join hands 
with the villages. The time will come when every town and every 
village will have its own co-operative store and credit institute. 
But co-operatives of other kinds, such as producing and marke
ting co-operatives etc., must also be formed. We must make 
preparation for post-war co-operative work, not with vague ideas 
and guesswork, but with serious planning and the recruiting of 
a band firmly convinced of the future of the co-operative move
ment.’’

In his Christman Pastoral Letter the Rev. Francis Nagy, 
Calvinist deputy bishop, called upon the Magyars of Southern 
Transylvania to found an orphanage for the Calvinist children of 
that region. (“Stud", Jan. 9.)

OFFICIAL REPORT OF REIGN OF TERROR OF INSURGENTS
IN CROATIA

Dr. Meaden Lorkovic, Croatian Foreign Minister, in the 
assembly hall of the Zagreb Chamber of Commerce, recently 
presented —  in the presence of the members of the diplomatic 
corps —  the first “Grey Book” issued by the Croatian Foreign 
Ministry, which, on the basis of authentic data carefully collected
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for the purpose, describes the terrible havoc and destruction 
wrought by Drashs Mihajlovitch’s insurgents and the communist 
bands.

M. Lorkovic made a long and exhaustive statement respecting 
•the contents of the Book, which relates only to the events of the 
first months following the establishment of the independent Cro
atian State, no account having therefore been so far rendered of 
the later work of destruction.

From M. Lorkovic’s exceptionally instructive speech we quote 
for the information of our readers, the following passages: —

‘‘Tens of thousands of Croatians have been murdered by the 
"forest-men”, and the Croatian State and the Croatian people 
have in consequence suffered losses representing a value of 
milliards of kuna. The measure of the work of destruction and 
of massacre may be judged from the fact that in a single banate 
70 villages were burned to the ground and destroyed, the bulk 
of the inhabitants being murdered with brutal and savage cruelty.

"According to the view of both the Croatian Government and 
Croatian public opinion the robber bands may be divided 
into two groups. The first group includes the nationalists and 
Chetniks fighting for pan-Serbian ideas; the other consists of 
communists. The bulk of the Chetniks are recruited from the Ser
bian Chetnik-formations of the former Yugoslav army and other 
Serbian troops not demobilized at the time of the collapse who 
fled fully armed and equipped into the hills. The Chetniks were 
trained in the art of guerilla warfare already in peace-time 
within the framework of the Yugoslav army, and belong to the 
same organizations as the perpetrators of the 1914 Sarajevo 
outrage which led to the first Great War.

“The Chetniks named one of their organizations after the 
person responsible for the Sarajevo attempt; and this organiza
tion has its main theatre of operations in Croatia and Macedonia, 
where during the past twenty-two years, with the connivance of 
the authorities, it committed a whole series of crimes and 
atrocities. It was a member of the Chetnik organization that on 
June 20th., 1928, in the Belgrade Skupshtina, murdered Stjepan 
Radic, the Croatian national leader, and other prominent leaders 
of the Croatian people.

"It was Pan-Serb organizations and Chetnik formations that 
on March 27th., 1941, engineered the “putsch” at Belgrade which 
led to war and the dissolution of Yugoslavia. The Totten Yugos
lavia created by the Versailles treaties", continued Lorkovic, was 
built up on the slavery of Croatians, Macedo-Bulgars, Magyars, 
Germans, Albanians, Rumanians and Italians instituted on behalf 
and in favour of the numerically inferior Serbian people. But the 
first storm swept Yugoslavia away; that country fell to pieces 
like a house of cards when the “Yugoslav” army dispersed in
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disorder and confusion in all directions . . . The leader of the Serb 
nationalists is Drasha Mihajloviich, —  who is now, however, 
supported only by certain sections of the former Yugoslav army 
and by the scum of the Serbian people — , elements which make 
it their one object to massacre wholesale Croatians and more 
particularly the Mohammedans of Bosnia. Not since the Middle 
Ages has Croatia been the scene of such brutal atrocities and 
horrors as those committed by these wild animals disguised as 
human beings.

"The second group contains communists, who surpass even 
their former comrades-in-arms in vandalism and atrocity. The 
nucleus of the communist army consists of those 6 Montenegrin 
brigades which broke into the country from the other side of 
the frontier.

'The Serbians “—  continued Minister Lorkovic r—” have for 
130 years been persecuting the Croatians, though the latter have 
never militated against Serbian interests. Indeed, they have, on 
the contrary, from the days of Turkish occupation, shown the 
Serbians hospitality, welcoming them as refugees, giving them 
land and homes, political and national liberty and admitting 
them also to a share in their State life. The Pan-Serbians are the 
outposts of a Greater Serbia; and their object at present is to 
interfere with and impede the organization of an independent 
Croatian State and to act as henchmen of Great Britain in the 
work of establishing a second front. Their chief endeavour is to 
achieve an expansion of Serbia greater even than that effected 
in 1918."

When speaking of the communists Lorkovic established the 
fact that the direction of their organization is in the hands of 
foreigners trained abroad who learned their lessons in the Spanish 
civil war. These elements confine their ravages principally to 
Bosnia and Herzegovina and the hills of Slovenia. Though since 
last autumn they have been at loggerheads with the Chetniks, 
they are still vying with the latter in the work of destruction and 
of massacring the innocent inhabitants . . .  In those places where 
the Chetniks or partisans have succeeded in gaining a foothold, 
they have created a veritable human shamble, putting to death in 
the most horrible manner in particular thousands of Croatians 
professing the Mohammedan faith. They have attacked large 
numbers of trains, burned down crops and murdered hund
reds of persons; in some cases, indeed the partisans have 
actually roasted their victims alive. Many of the victims have had 
their eyes gouged out, —  a circumstance documented by the 
Grey Book with the aid of documentary evidence and other 
authentic proofs. W e know indeed of cases where innocent men 
have been burned at the stake simply because they were Croatians.

“Who besides the actual perpetrators is responsible for these 
monstrosities?” —  asked Minister Lorkovic. In his opinion the
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responsibility rests with the refugees in London who have styled 
themselves “Yugoslav Government". Further on in his speech the 
Minister told his audience how, on September 1st., 1941, King 
Peter addressed an appeal to the Serbians, Croatians and Slo
venes, and called upon them to rise in insurrection. British 
aeroplanes had thrown down leaflets of a similar tenor over the 
territories of Serbia and Croatia, sending also British officers, 
pounds sterling and dollars. Some of the British officers had been 
taken prisoner by the Croatian troops. The refugees in London 
—  who include in their ranks Croatian traitors too —  are res
ponsible, politically, morally and in criminal law, for what has 
happened. It is with them that the responsibility rests for the-, 
murder of tens of thousands of innocent victims and for the 
gutting of large numbers of towns and villages. And this group 
of persons stationed in London in any case represents the regime 
which for twenty-three years oppressed and persected the 
Croatians and the other non-Serb peoples of former Yugoslavia. 
Its infatuated and dare-devil tools —  the Chetniks —  would fain 
resuscitate Yugoslavia, — though a Yugoslavia without Croati
ans, who must therefore first be exterminated.

"This Grey Book ”—  said Minister Lorkovic in conclusion — "  
is eloquent testimony to the fact that the Croatian people is 
still making great sacrifices, as it has always done in the course 
of its history, in the strenuous struggle against an evil spirit and 
the forces of darkness. . .  We shall hold out until the final 
victory, which will be our reward for the enormous sacrifices we 
have made” (January issues of “Horvath lapok” and“Delvideki 
Magyarsag" ).

From the above exhaustive abstract of the long speech made 
by M. Lorkovic explaining the contents and significance of the 
Grey Book it will be again seen that the antagonism —  already 
beyond reconciliation —  between the Serbs and the Croatians 
united in the Ustasha organization which as a consequence of 
the carnage and ravages effected by the Croatian insurgents has 
reached a climax, has nov developed into mutual hatred and 
virulent rancour.

The January and February issues of the Croatian papers 
publish exhaustive reports of the operations against the insurgents 
committing depradations in the south-west of Croatia undertaken 
by German and Croatian troops attacking from the north and 
northwest, as also of the action taken by Croatian and Italian 
troops moving northwards and north-eastwards from the coastal 
region against the partisans, —  operations which have already 
led to important results, e. g. to the capture of the town of Bihacs 
in Bosnia, which had been for a long time in the hands of the 
insurgents. At present —  according to a report issued by the 
Croatian Government on February 13th. — large-scale operations 
are in progress in the whole of Bosnia and Lika against the
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insurgents, who are being driven among the hills and the terri
tory held by them continually narrowed.

In connection with these conflicts —  which still continue to 
be of a serious nature —  the Zagreb newspaper "Nova Hrvatska'' 
(New Croatia) establishes the fact that the work of settling 
accounts with the Croatian insurgents has begun, and that this 
time the settlement will be ruthless and final. A  statement to 
the same effect was made on February 14th. by Dr. Francic, 
Secretary of State attached to the Poglavnik, who declared that 
the military operations undertaken by the allied German and 
Italian troops would very shortly lead to the final and complete 
liquidation of the whole insurrectionary movement.

THE SLOVAK AGRICULTURAL ASSOCIATION
A  recent issue of the "Gardista" describes the organization 

of the Slovak Agricultural Association as approved by the 
Ministry of Home Affairs. It is stated that the task of the 
Association is to organize and protect farmers. It will endea
vour to establish an economic and social order in which every
body will be able to use his physical and mental capacities in 
the way best calculated to promote the welfare of the Slovak 
State and its inhabitants. The Association will be expected to 
elaborate a plan of work for the next few years, control labour 
and prices, and apply general principles to concrete cases. It 
will make a study of the economic, social, cultural and hygienic 
condition of the population and submit its opinion and pro
posals to the Government. Its aims are to increase production 
for the benefit of the nation by every means available, inaugurate 
the necessary social reforms, assist its members to find work, 
give aid to its poor members and their families, provide tech
nical training for them, and publish useful magazines and 
pamphlets.

The members of the Association are: a) all persons engaged 
wholly or mainly in agricultural pursuits, provided they are 
citizens of Slovakia and of Slovak nationality; b) all persons 
employed by the same, provided they are Slovak citizens 
and of Slovak nationality. No person who, according to the 
laws at present in force, is to be regarded as a Jew may be a 
member of the Association.

Every member is entitled to take an active part in the 
work of the Association. In terms of its statutes members may, 
in case of need, avail themselves of the Association's assistance. 
The Committee must convene a general meeting of the Associa
tion at least once every two years. At these meetings the 
Committee must submit a report of the work accomplished and 
of the finances of the Association, and the programme of work 
for the next two years.
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