
P O L I T I C A L  M O S A I C

1943 ESTIMATES OF MINISTRY OF NATIONAL DEFENCE
In the debate on the Estimates of the National Defence 

Ministry the rapporteur and the deputies speaking on behalf 
of the several Parties all alike expressed the greatest apprecia
tion of the National Defence Army, of its spirit and of its heroic 
actions. All alike offered all the material assistance the nation 
could give for the development of the army.

Minister William Nagy thanked the House for the unanimous 
expression of appreciation. He declared that it was his prime 
duty to observe and to make others observe the Constitution 
and the laws of the country. The Army had every reason to be 
proud, not only of its achievements, but also of the fact that 
it expressed the unanimous will of the nation. Only the Army 
could ensure the country. The gallant exploits of the Army 
were worthy of its ancient traditions. The Army was responsible 
for defending the territorial integrity, the peace and the liberty 
of Hungary. For on the north-eastern frontier of the country 
there had stood a Power armed to the teeth ready for attack 
whose only object had been to subvert all societies professing 
other views and to destroy religion, family, morality and 
culture. The Russia of Stalin had stood armed to the teeth 
ready to sweep Hungary away and in the event of her efforts 
being crowned with success to absorb the Hungarian nation and 
degrade the country to the humiliating position of a wretched 
province of Russia. It was therefore its vital interests that had 
ranged the Hungarian people on the side of the great cultured 
nations, the Germans and Italians, who had undertaken to root 
out the Red Peril. He (the Minister) had with his own eyes, during 
his visit to the front, convinced himself that the war of today 
was a fresh Mongol inroad on an intensified scale in which the 
greatest suffering had to be borne, not by the troops fighting 
in the field, but by the land visited by the ravages of battle 
and by the people living on that land. We should be grateful 
to Heaven that this danger had been removed almost 2000 kilo
metres from the Hungarian people. This struggle must at all 
costs be brought to a victorious issue; for, whereas after the 
havoc wrought by the Mongol inroad it had proved possible 
to rise again, if bolshevism got the upper hand, there would 
never again be any national resurrection. The Hungarian Army 
was fighting so heroically on the banks of the Don, not for 
foreign interests, but for the future of the Hungarian people.
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The Minister then said that all disunion must be set aside: 
there must be an end of pusillanimity; and people must make 
up their minds resolutely to bear privations in order that the 
nation might serve as a worthy hinterland for the army fighting 
at the front. The Minister explained the social measures con
tained in his latest ordinance. He was convinced that the nation 
would if necessary gladly make even greater sacrifices. It was 
a matter of vital importance, therefore, that inner order, unity, 
agreement and discipline should be maintained at home. No 
one should ever forget that the Russian Army was a resolute 
and well-equipped army. He felt convinced that only nations 
clothed in mail and armed to the teeth would survive the 
present world-conflagration. The national defence organization 
must be relieved of many charges in order to enable it to fulfil 
the tasks devolving upon it with the utmost possible efficiency. 
The soldier must be relieved from the necessity of having to 
trouble about petty worries impeding him in throwing his 
whole soul into his profession. The Army, however, had to have 
at its disposal also workers not engaged in military duties 
strictly so called. That was why the Government had introduced 
the system of public utility service.

The House of Deputies received the Minister’s speech with 
a cordial ovation; the speech had indeed been continually inter
rupted by loud bursts of applause.

EDUCATIONAL DEBATE IN THE HUNGARIAN 
PARLIAMENT

On 11th November the Hungarian Parliament held a debate 
on the Estimates of the Ministry of Education. The Government 
Party rapporteur and members expressed their approval of the 
Christian and national spirit of the Government’s educational 
policy. A  member from Transylvania gave voice to' the hope 
that the churches there would always preach the faith in the 
Hungarian tongue. The speaker for the Independent Farmers 
Party thanked the Minister for not allowing the youth of the 
country to be drawn into Party politics. A  National Socialist 
member sharply condemned any disturbance of the peace be
tween the different denominations. A  member from Southern 
Hungary reaffirmed the loyalty of the restored areas.

M. Eugene Szinyei-Merse, Minister for Public Education, 
began his speech by saying that now when Hungary had concen
trated all her efforts primarily on the struggle for a new 
Europe, the Budget had had to conform to the stern realities 
of the times. Despite this the salaries of teachers and professors 
and the State grants to the clergy had been increased. Educa
tion had been improved and the standard of the schoolbooks 
raised. He could not lay stress enough on the importance of
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traditions, and had therefore done what he could to imbue Hun
garian public education with them. He recognized that it was 
his task to make public education more Magyar, more European 
and more modern. The work of inculcating a Magyar spirit in 
the children began in the infant schools and continued with 
increasing endeavour to the end of their university education. 
He raised his voice in warning to and protest against writers 
who falsified the historical past of the country either wilfully 
or through ignorance.

The Minister then went on to say that the number of 
non-Magyar schools would be increased. The Hungarian Govern
ment not only preached, but also practised, the great principle 
of nationality equality. This spirit was responsible tor the fact 
that the nationalities in thousand-year-old Hungary had been 
able to preserve their languages, customs and national traits, 
and it was in this spirit that he intended to continue his work. 
But from this place he asked the nationalities never to forget 
that they were also citizens of the fatherland. As Hungarian 
citizens they had duties as well as rights, the first of which 
was unswerving loyalty to Hungary and readiness to labour for 
the good of their common country. The General Literary and 
Cultural Council was to be reorganized. New, modern artists’ 
settlements were to be established and everything would be 
done to encourage the artistic development of Hungarian films. 
Some of the secondary schools were to be turned into technical 
secondary institutes.

M. Szinyei-Merse said he considered it desirable to begin 
teaching Hungariology in the infant schools, and here folksongs, 
folk Jnusic and peasant customs were destined to play an im
portant role. The question of the Ethnographical Museum would 
also receive attention.

What the Minister said about the extreme importance of 
peasant universities shows that he has a profound understand
ing of the requirements of the age. He thought it necessary to 
have an experimental peasant university working under his 
direction, which would acquire experience and lay down the 
guiding principles to be followed in this branch of education. 
There would be a reform of public and school libraries. It was 
the Minister’s intention to publish a large number of cheap 
copies of the Hungarian classics to bring them within reach 
of wide sections of the population. He wished to do away with 
the one-sided type of education provided by the Latin schools 
and to turn a number of those secondary schools into tech
nical ones.

M. Szinyei-Merse’s concluding words were that Hungary 
was entitled to a place in Europe only so long as she was 
representative of the pure and lofty historical ideology of the 
Hungarian nation.
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THE HUNGARIAN GOVERNMENTS PLANS AS REVEALED 
IN THE ESTIMATES

On 10th November the Hungarian Parliament began the 
debate on the Budget, taking the Estimate for Home Affairs first. 
The Government Party rapporteur and those of the Party who 
spoke emphasized that the reforms must be carried out accord
ing to ancient national traditions and in the form dictated by 
them. All the Government Party members approved of the 
Government's social programme. Members of the Transylvanian 
Party stated with due appreciation that the Family Protection 
Fund had provided 36.000 families with homes. The speaker for 
the Christian Party and a member from Subcarpathia declared 
that national unity was perfect. The Opposition urged various 
reforms.

M. Francis Keresztes-Fischer, Minister of the Interior, 
announced that order and tranquillity would certainly be main
tained. Any faults found in public offices would be rectified 
without respect of person. The best way to preserve order and 
tranquillity was by means of a good social policy. The work 
of the Family Protection Fund was satisfactory. The Minister 
was determined to do all in his power to extend the scope of 
the health services, but owing to the war an adequate develop
ment of the hospitals would have to wait.

During the debate on the Estimates of the Ministry of Agri
culture the speakers for the Government Party said that agri
culture must be made profitable by an adequate scheme of 
rationalization, and that they approved of quality before quan
tity. The same opinions were expressed by the Christian Party 
and members from Transylvania and Southern Hungary. The 
Opposition criticized the Government's price policy.

Baron Daniel Banffy, Minister of Agriculture, began his 
speech by saying that today the cultivation of rice was a vital 
problem. It had been possible to increase the area of land under 
rice by two thousand yokes, and the production of plants yield
ing oil had been so largely increased that it was now possible 
to supply the requirements of the Hungarian Air Force. The 
mechanization of agriculture had also made progress. Farmers 
who had increased their crops by means of deep autumn 
ploughing and who had put more land under bread cereals this 
year than last, had received a premium. Even the serious diffi
culties with fodder had not caused a decline in cattle-breeding. 
The total value of Hungary’s live stocks was estimated at 
5.000.000.000 pengo. Plans for the construction of a canal 
linking the Danube and the Tisza were technically complete. 
The Si 6 canal was being built and the Sajo was being made 
navigable up to Miskolc. This year 2500 kilometres of new 
canals had been constructed. A  system of locks now made the
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Koros navigable all the year round. Afforestation, was in pro
gress on a large scale. This year more than 16.000 sites for 
houses had been distributed and 63,000 yokes had been acquired 
for the purposes of land reform.

Speakers on the Government benches said that it had been 
a gigantic task to keep the railways running. Members of 
Imredy's Party and the National Socialists demanded the 
complete elimination of Jews from commercial life. The speaker 
for Transylvania expressed his gratitude for the construction of 
the railway line between Szeretfalva and Deda, and the 
Christian Party asked the Government to provide work for the 
soldiers returning from the war.

M. Joseph Varga, Minister for Commerce, promised large 
investments with a view to developing communications. He said 
he would improve and strengthen Magyar commerce. He 
promised commerce loans to the value of thirty million pengd. 
The plan proposing to restrict the issuing of trade licences to 
persons holding commercial diplomas was ready. In foreign 
trade Hungary had had record dealings with Germany. Italy 
came second on the list. Of the countries with free exchanges 
the first on the list was Sweden, then Switzerland. The Minister 
had been very pleased to enter into economic intercourse with 
Finland. In the Balkans most business was done with Turkey, 
and the Bulgarian markets, though smaller, were also of great 
importance. Because of transport difficulties business with 
Spain and Portugal was not very brisk, but with Slovakia the 
barter treaty had proved a success. 27.000 workmen had been 
employed on the construction of the Szeretfalva— Deda railway. 
Compared with 1930 the network of roads was 95 per cent 
longer. In process of construction were a bridge on the Danube 
at Doborgaz, two big concrete bridges on the Francis Joseph 
Canal and one on the Danube at 6buda .Great progress had 
been made in river navigation, and traffic at the Budapest 
Free Port had largely increased. The new public aerodrome at 
Budapest would shortly be ready. As compared with 1938 the 
business transacted by the Post Office had 'increased by 115 
per cent. In 1943 a further 100 villages would be linked up 
with the postal service. Next year, too, a new broadcasting 
relay station was to be opened and the building of another 
begun. The trouble with the railways was that very little roll- 
ingstock had been returned with the restored lines and that in 
Southern Hungary many bridges that had been blown up had 
to be repaired. Increased requirements created difficulties, but 
in spite of this passenger traffic was on the increase.

In the discussion of the Estimates of the Ministry for 
Industry the deputies speaking on behalf of all Parties alike 
voiced the wish that measures should be taken to ensure the 
undisturbed re-organization of Hungarian industry to enable it
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to take its place in the new economic order of Europe; also that 
a chamber of labour should be established.

M. Joseph Varga, Minister for Industry, established the 
fact that in certain fields industrial production had despite the 
prevailing difficulties developed favourably. The average number 
of workers employed during the year 1940 was 170.000. In 
August, 1942, the industrial establishments paid out 68.000.000 
pengo under the head of wages —  as against the sum of 50 
millions paid out under the same head in August, 1941. It had 
proved possible to materially increase the output of coal. By 
the aid of new methods and the use of substitute materials the 
textile industry had succeeded in overcoming the difficulties 
impeding its operations. Industrial decentralization had been 
effected on an unexpected scale. Credit actions for the support 
of craftsmen and tradesmen had been organized in 243 villages 
and townships; and, whereas in 1939 the value of the imports 
of the crafts amounted to barely P/2 million pengo, this year 
that value would exceed even 10 million pengo. The value of 
the exports of our cottage industry exceeded 17 million pengo. 
The motor-lorry and agricultural machinery departments of the 
Hungarian State Railways Machine Factory had developed 
their operations. This factory had achieved noteworthy results 
in the manufacture of locomotives and railway cars and in 
connection with the repair of damaged and the construction of 
new roads. The Hungarian film industry had also achieved signal 
successes. The costs of producing the 25 Hungarian films that 
had come out during the current economic year had exceeded 
5.000.000 pengo; and there had been a material increase in the 
demand lor Hungarian films in foreign markets. The Govern
ment was already making preparations for the solution of the 
problems incidental to the transitional and peace economy to 
follow after the war was over.

In the debate on the Estimates of the Ministry for Justice 
a wish was expressed that until the new criminal code had 
been prepared, the older code should be supplemented by 
novels. And the deputy speaking on behalf of the Transylvanian 
Party stressed that the St. Stephen conception ensured the 
minorities equality of rights, but that that equality was condi
tional upon loyalty to the State.

M. Ladislas Radocsay, Minister for Justice, announced 
that the criminal novel was being drafted which was to deal 
with the punishment of offences against religion, the family, 
marriage and the future generation. The drafting of the Bill 
dealing with the Press Chamber was nearing completion. Under 
the provisions of the Rehabilitation Act, during the past eighteen 
months 42.329 persons who had fallen into evil ways but had 
reformed had been granted the possibility to take their places 
in society without having to bear the opprobrium of a shady

33



DANUBIAN REVIEW

past. A  Bill was also being drafted dealing with the Chamber 
of Advocates.

W AR PENSIONS RAISED

Ordinance 670011942 M. E. issued by the Hungarian Govern
ment considerably raises, as from 1st January 1943. the pensions 
paid out to war widows, orphans and other members of the family 
receiving aid. War-crippled officers are to receive 300 instead 
of 240 pengo a month, non-commissioned officers 160 instead of 
120, and private soldiers 120 instead of 80. This applies to men 
who are registered as 100 per cent war cripples. The extras paid 
to men with families as a contribution towards the education of 
their children are to be four or five times as much as formerly. 
Blind war cripples are to receive another extra 20 pengo a month 
and those who are in constant need of medical attention will 
get an extra 60 to 80 pengo monthly. The Ordinance applies both 
to cripples of the last war and of this one.

Officers' widows are to receive 100 pengo a month, widows 
of non-commissioned officiers and private soldiers 60, fatherless 
children 30 and fatherless and motherless children 50 to 80 
pengo. Where there are four or more fatherless children or 
orphans the sum will be higher. The aid granted to other members 
of the family —  parents too old to work, grandparents and little 
brothers and sisters —  has been raised 100 per cent. The 
Government has ordered the authorities to provide these people 
with the kind of work for which they are fit and to give them 
priority when such work is available.

The persons entitled to war relief are those whose 
breadwinners are in the army or labour camps, provided that 
they lack adequate means of support. War relief will be paid to 
wives, legitimate, legitimized, adopted step- and foster-children, 
parents, grandparents, step, adoptive and foster parents, 
parents-in-law grandchildren, brothers and sisters, step-brothers 
and step-sisters, orphan or semi-orphan nephews and nieces, 
children born out of wedlock, the mothers of children born out 
of wedlock and receiving war relief, and all to whom the Minister 
of National Defence at his own discretion grants it. As a rule 
war relief for the young ceases at the age of 18, but if the 
recipient is a university student it goes on until the age of 24, or in 
special cases even longer. War relief ranges from 30 to 60 pengo 
a month, but if the family is large it increases progressively. 
Expectant mothers whose husbands are soldiers are to receive 
extra aid from the fifth month of their pregnancy till four months 
after the baby is born. War relief caeses two months after de
mobilization, but if a lengthy period of military service causes 
serious financial loss to the man or his family, they may continue 
to receive it for eight months after demobilization. The families
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-of those who are killed in action or die of some disease or 
wound acquired in connection with their military service will 
receive relief a year after their death. The families of prisoners- 
of-war and missing men are to get relief for three years after 
the conclusion of the war.

RECONSTRUCTION IN TRANSYLVANIA

Mention has been made more than once in this paper of the 
Transylvanian Electrical Co. Ltd. It has been stated that in 
order to develop industry in Transylvania the Ministry of 
Industry formed this company with a capital of 20 million pengo. 
The Company held the view that its first task was to establish 
at Marosvasarhely in Szeklerland new modern electrical works 
using natural gas to generate electricity. Most of the machinery 
required has been assembled and soon the steam turbines and 
other important machines will be bought. One of the items of 
the Company’s programme is to buy up, that is to say attach to 
itself, the smaller electrical works operating in Szeklerland. 
Negotiations to this end are in process with several of them, 
and we are told that the contract by which the Company takes 
over one of the Szeklerland electrical works has been approved 
by the Government, so that these works and its network of cables 
has now passed into the hands of the Transylvanian Electrical 
Company. Negotiations for taking over the Oltvidek Electrical 
Works are on foot and are likely to reach a satisfactory 
conclusion. Negotiations are also going on with Szeklerland 
timber firma respecting the poles required to carry the 60.000 
voltage cables. A  20.000 voltage cable starting from Szekely- 
udvarhely and leading to Marosvasarhely will run through 
Szejkefiirdo, Szentlelek, Malomfalva, Szentmihaly, Kabdnfalva, 
Kadacs, Kede, Andrasfalva, Nagy, Bozogfalu, Bozod and Erdo- 
szentgyorgy.

The County Council of Kolozsvar is now discussing with 
those concerned ways and means of carrying out a great plan it 
has conceived. This is to electrify the Kalotaszeg region in the 
near future, and providing the difficulties caused by the war can 
be eliminated the work will soon begin. The electrification of 
Jegenye, Sztana, Kalotanadasd, Korosfo, Sarvdr, Nyarszo, Kalo- 
tadamos, Jakotelke, Zentetelke, Kalotaszentkirdly, Magyarokereke, 
Ketesd, Magyarbikal, Farnas, Kispeteri, Varalmds and Kozeplak 
is to be carried out according to a plan elaborated by the Mi
nistry for Commerce and Communications. The municipality of 
Banffyhunyad has offered to pay the cost of supplying Gyero- 
vdsdrhely, Magyarkiskapus, Magyarkapus, Inaktelke, Bogartelke 
and Nddcsdaroc with electricity, and there is some talk of 
supplying it to Gyula, Szaszfernes, Magyarlona, Magyarvista, 
Mera, Szosag, Kisbdcs, Makofalva and Tiire. The electrification
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of these places would be carried out with the collaboration of 
the Kolozsvar Electrical Works.

A  welcome proof of the vitality ond enterprizing spirit of 
Magyar commerce is to be found in the “ Magyar Shop’’ which is 
to be opened on a co-operative basis by 21 Magyar shopkeepers 
in the premises of the old “ Szora Stores’’ in Kolozsvar. This 
storehouse was built during the Rumanian era by a Bucharest 
firm employing Rumanian and Czech capital. After the change 
of rule the Bucharest firm left Kolozsvar and its premises 
stood empty for two years. Now the Kolozsvar Public Welfare 
Co-operative Society, encouraged by the town’s agile Mayor, Dr. 
Tibor Keledy, has taken them over and placed them at the 
disposal of Magyar shopkeepers. The “Magyar Shop" will not 
function exactly as do stores, for the 21 young shopkeepers will, 
each in his own branch, keep his independence, and only certain 
things will be managed by a joint administration. In other words 
the organization of the “Magyar Shop" will be of a much looser 
nature than that usual in stores. It is therefore a new interes
ting experiment. The 21 shop premises in the building will sell 
clothes for men and women, knitted goods, bed-lines, baby 
clothes, leather trunks, leather fancy goods, furniture, wireless 
sets, electrical apparatuses, tobacco, lottery tickets, jewels, 
watches, books, paper, music, slippers, toys, groceries, tinned 
goods, liqueurs, glass, china, textiles and articles for sports, in 
a word every conceivable commodity. In the “Magyar Shop" a 
prominent place will be given to articles made by cottage 
industries, which are much better in quality and more durable 
than factory-made goods. The premises of the former “Szora 
Stores” have been entirely altered and, fitted with the most 
modern equipment; they now await a bevy of young Magyar 
shopkeepers who hope to make a success of the new enterprize. 
W e may confidently expect them to give renewed proof of the 
commercial abilities of the Magyar race.

INTENSIVE WORK IN UPPER HUNGARY

The county administrations are continuing with zealous 
devotion and liberal generosity the largescale work of construction 
initiated by the State after the re-annexation of the restored 
districts of Upper Hungary and of Subcarpathia. This fact is 
proved by the 1943 budget of the County of Abauj-Toma, 
within the framework of which the sum of 1,362.000 pengo has 
been appropriated for the purposes of the road-building fund. A  
considerable proportion of this sum is to serve to finance the 
building of new roads and bridges; though the greater part of 
the amount will be employed for the purposes of road repair and 
rolling operations.
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Considerable understanding is being shown in Upper Hungary 
also for the social questions. In its Estimates for 1943 the town 
of Kassa has appropriated the sum of half a million pengo for 
social and charitable purposes. The provision of clothing and of 
schoolbooks and equipment for poor schoolchildren, the granting 
of relief to families with many children, the maintenance of day- 
homes and of similar charitable institutions —  all these purposes 
are to be served by this amount. Last month a new day-home 
was inaugurated at Kassa with due ceremony. The inhabitants 
of the town were delighted with the establishment of this new 
day-home, which serves chiefly to help to solve the social 
problems of the poorer population of the outlying (slum) 
districts.

In the hills in the vicinity of Kassa, at Banko, the 
Municipality of Budapest is building a three-storied recreation 
home for the workers employed in its public utility undertakings. 
The completion of the outer walls was celebrated during the 
summer; and the recreation home may be expected to be ready 
for inauguration before very long.

Gratifying results are reported in connection with the house
building action of the National People’s and Family Protection 
Fund in Upper Hungary and Subcarpathia. This institution for 
the protection of the people set itself the taks of providing warm 
homes for poor families with many children in detached cottages. 
The action has been in progress since 1940; and this year in 
particular it has provided homes for a very large number of 
deserving Hungarian families. The house-sites are provided in 
the several counties by the respective Public Welfare Co-operative 
Society. The sites do not become the property of the families 
receiving them, who are only granted their use as usufructuaries. 
But those families with many children which meet their oblig
ations punctually may have the sites —  after payment of two- 
thirds of the purchase price —  entered in the land register as 
their own property. No bank security is needed to obtain a 
house-building loan, the sole security therefor being the family's 
moral value, its willingness to work and its diligence. In the case 
of those families which have more than four children the Public 
Welfare Co-operative Society also grants certain special benefits, 
—  the same being in the case of a family with nine children 
equivalent to an abatement of 60%. The sums paid by the poor 
families in lieu of annual rent do not exceed those usually paid 
under the head of house-rent; a great advantage enjoyed by 
the families concerned is that after a certain period the cottages 
pass into their possession, while at the same time these cottages 
ensure many Hungarian families deserving a better lot healthy 
homes which, though modest in character, are in every respect 
up-to-date and comfortable. In respect of the materials used, of 
the structure and building of the cottages the Natioanal People's
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and Family Protection Fund has done its best to provide the 
best quality of work, ensuring the families houses with good 
foundations, adequately insulated, with healthy flooring and in 
general built solidly enough to enable them to resist the ravages 
of time. At Kassa 50 family houses of the kind have been already 
provided. In Subcarpathia 139 family houses with gardens were 
inaugurated this autumn. In addition, at Munkacs, on the banks 
of the Latorca, the town's Public Welfare Co-operative Society 
has built two new two-storied apartment-houses in which — on 
the same terms as those in force in the case of detached family 
cottages — twenty poor Hungarian families have been allotted 
warm homes. Besides these two apartment-houses the town of 
Munkacs has built 25 detached family houses, which are already- 
being used as dwellings; and it has been proposed to build 
another five semi-detached houses. The Zemplen County branch 
of the National People's and Family Protection Fund during the 
present year is building altogether 168 family houses; more than 
half of these houses have already been handed over to their 
occupants.

The Council of the town of Kassa has realized the importance 
of the cultural role which the town has to play in the spiritual 
life of Upper Hungary. The town is predestined alike by its 
geographical situation and its historical and intellectual traditions 
to be the cultural centre of the Highlands. In the programme 
drafted by the town authorities of Kassa the chief points are the 
development and expansion of its cultural life. It has long been 
the ardent wish of the town that a technical university should 
be established there; the Ministry of Education is seriously 
investigating the scheme, which is not yet however ripe for 
execution. This year the town has provisionally confined itself 
to enlarging the commercial college, enabling it to admit 500 
students in place of the 250 hitherto registered. What the town 
has in mind is that later on one of the faculties of the technical 
university may be accommodated in the college. Kassa possesses 
a valuable town library comprising 140.000 volumes —  a very 
large liberary for a provincial town. Out of the amount of 740.000 
pengo appropriated by the town in its budget for cultural purposes 
the sum of 40.000 pengo is spent yearly on the maintenance of 
the library.

Not long ago a new periodical —  entitled “ tjj Magyar Mii- 
zeum” (New Hungarian Museum) —  was started at Kassa; both 
get-up and contents of this periodical are attractive. This 
periodical owes its origin to the joint efforts of the writers of 
Upper Hungary; it is being published by the Kassa Kazinczy 
Society, a literary association with a distinguished past. The 
periodical is to appear four times a year; it deals with literary, 
scientific and nationality questions. It is a reflection in particular 
of the intellectual life of Upper Hungary; its numbers — containing
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180 pages each —  will have supplements in Ruthenian and Slovak 
showing that it realizes its cultural mission. From a cultural 
point of view the Rakoczl Museum of Upper Hungary is of 
inestimable value to the town. This museum is next in importance 
only to the great public collections of the capital. Great care 
is being devoted also to the maintenance of the theatre. As we 
have already reported, this year the theatre was modernized; 
for a significant change has occurred in the theatrical life of the 
town of Kassa, the Staggione system previously in force having 
been replaced by the system of a permanent theatrical staff. 
The town grants the theatre a yearly subsidy of 70.000 pengo, 
besides supplying heating and lighting free of charge and 
providing an extraordinary subsidy of 12.000 pengo. The manage
ment of the theatre has concluded an agreement in terms of 
which the pieces to be staged by the Budapest Madach Theatre 
will be performed first at Kassa. The permanent company will 
also be supplemented from time to time by eminent members 
of the Madach Theatre. The musical life of the town will derive 
a considerable upswing from the re-organization of the 
Kassa Philharmonic Orchestra. And, finally, we must not forget 
to mention also the important work being done by the town's 
university extension settlement. The number of students attend
ing the various courses every year exceeds a thousand.

THE HUNGARIAN GOVERNMENT’S CONSTRUCTIVE WORK 
IN THE SOUTHERN AREA

It is now more than a year and a half that the Hungarian 
Government has been labouring diligently in Southern Hungary 
to repair the havoc and make good the deficiencies caused by 
22 years of alien rule. The counties of Bacs-Bodrog and Baranya 
had to be lifted out of a deep slough of economic and cultural 
Balkanism. During the past 19 months the Hungarian Government 
has devoted more attention to Southern Hungary, carried out 
more plans and achieved greater progress in the fields of economy, 
social welfare and education than the Belgrade Government did 
in all its 259 months of lamentable administration.

In the creative work of a State a quarter of a year is a very 
short time, yet in the past three months the Government, engaged 
though it was in serious war efforts, has done much efficient 
work in the Southern areas. Not only were plan's and proposals 
dealing with post-war reconstruction discussed: important things 
were also done, and statistical figures eloquently witness to a 
gradual realization of the Government's programme for Southern 
Hungary.

New results were achieved this autumn in connection with 
the problem —  so important from the point of view of national
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economy — of land allotment. Nearly another 30.000 yokes have 
been allotted to landless agricultural labourers. According to the 
report issued, the following number of yokes of richly fertile 
B&cska soil were given to hard-working fathers of families in the 
months of September, October and November: at Zenta 6000, 
Horgos 4600, Martonos 3400, Ada and Moholo 2000 each, 
Szabadka 1335, Kula 1500, Grszallds 1200, Gyulafalva 600, and 
Magyarkanizsa 440. Besides these new allotments, in many other 
places the work which was begun earlier is being continued. But 
the distribution of land is not the only task devolving on the 
General Land Reform Committee in the Bacska. Besides this, 
with the Government's aid it has built houses for poor people in 
several villages of Southern Hungary. A large number of the 
houses that collapsed in the spring floods have been re-built. 
As the report states, at Bacsfoldvar 283 badly damaged or totally 
ruined houses have been restored and roofed, partly out of public 
funds and partly with the assistance of the General Family 
Protection Fund. At the beginning of October the new houses 
built for families with many children at Petervar were handed 
over to their new owners, who also received land, so that now, 
thanks to the Government, their livelihood is assured. Sites for 
houses were also allotted in various other villages; thus at 
Kishegyes 194 and at Oromhegyes 160 families received building 
sites free of charge.

Roads play an extremely important part in the economic 
life of the Southern areas. This was recognized in the first month 
after their restoration, and since then no expense or labour has 
been spared to improve them and build new ones. This autumn 
several highways and country roads were repaired, amongst 
others the Szenttamas-Obecse, Szabadka-Zombor, Bacsalmas- 
Bajmok, and T opolya-Zenta roads. Despite the shortage of 
transport facilities caused by the war it proved possible to extend 
the Szabadka-Zombor highway, and during the past three months 
work on other important metal roads (the Bajmok-Szabadka, 
Nagyfeny-Csantaver and Zombor-Bacsandrasfalva roads) has 
progressed satisfactorily.

Together with road-building and road-mending the work 
of filling up the deep tank-traps dug during the Serb regime is 
also going on. At Bajmok the canalization was repaired this 
autumn, at Palank the aqueduct. The Government has also built 
a number of large houses. No fewer than 57 stone houses (schools, 
health institutes, etc.) were either erected or are under repair. 
The large building for the County gendarmes in Zombor is also 
nearing completion.

Respecting the Government’s social welfare work special men
tion must be made of the highly important public health institutions 
created during the past 3 months. There is scarcely a village or 
group of farms in Southern Hungary without its health institute
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or day nursery. Modern health institutes have recently been 
created at Topolya, Bajmok, Palank and the Szekler settlements. 
Besides these, many day nurseries have been opened. A  home for 
310 children was established at Verbasz and one for 220 at Zenta. 
In Szabadka the Norma Foundation opened a poorhouse and thus 
solved the problem of mendicancy in the town. At Szabadka, 
too, a department for neurotic patients was opened in the Maria 
Valeria Hospital.

In the field of education an important event took place in 
the Bacska some weeks back. In October the VII and VIII classes 
of the elementary schools were opened. This innovation deserves 
special attention in view of the fact that during the Serb occu
pation the elementary schools had only six classes. Another 
noteworthy event was the formal opening of the Eastern Com
mercial Academy at Ujvidek. With this step the Government not 
only offers facilities of university training to the youth of 
Southern Hungary, but has also set up the first university in the 
Southern areas. Its importance in South-Eastern Europe is shown 
by the fact that many of its students are youths from the 
Balkans. ,

Post-school popular education is also being encouraged by 
the Government. Not long ago the Kalot, a one-year's people’s 
university course held at Palics, came to an end. About 30 students 
passed the examinations successfully. At the course arranged by 
the Committees for popular education 2369 day-labourers, shop 
assistants and factory hands passed their examinations at Zombor, 
3248 at Ujvidak and 1032 at Szabadka. Similar courses were held 
in Obecse, Bacskossuthfalva, Topolya, and other towns and 
villages of the Bacska. In autumn two well known theatrical 
companies set out on a tour through the Bacska to present to 
the village people the gems of the Hungarian drama.

As we see from the foregoing the stress of war has not 
prevented the Hungarian Government from continuing its construc
tive work, for although very serious difficulties caused by a 
dearth of raw materials and transport problems had to be over
come, the plans calling most urgently for execution have been 
successfully realized.

PROGRAMME OF WORK OF THE MAGYAR CULTURAL 
SOCIETY OF SOUTHERN HUNGARY

The Magyar Cultural Society of Southern Hungary, with 
headquarters at Ujvidek, has elaborated a plan of work for the 
year 1942— 1943. This detailed plan embraces education, economy 
and social welfare work, the care of the Magyars living in 
scattered districts, organization, propaganda and national 
politics. The Society, which was formed during the Yugoslav era,
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intends to extend its sphere of activity still further. It arranges 
courses for illiterates, and finishing courses for those who during 
the occupation were not able to attend Hungarian schools. It has 
published special school-books for illiterates and post-school 
students. It arranges lectures on various subjects of national 
interest, on history, literature, geography, natural science and 
national economy. It also arranges courses for farmers and cultural 
matinees, collects folksongs and dances, tries to induce people to 
wear old Hungarian costumes and organizes companies of peasant 
singers and dancers. It establishes libraries, provides Christmas 
presents for the poor, keeps up winter soup-kitchens and day 
nurseries and provides entertainment for the workmen and the 
unemployed. In the economic section branches have been estab
lished where economic knowledge is imparted, economic interests 
are protected and libraries of books on economic subjects are 
being created.

It is the intention of the Society to organize the Magyars 
living in scattered districts with the collaboration of the United 
W om ens Labour Camp. These scattered Magyar villages are 
being visited in order to prevent denationalization. In a word, 
there is no field of labour of a cultural nature in which the 
Society is not doing important and valuable work. It provides 
for the education of youth and the cultural training of the Levente 
youth group by searching among them for musical and literary 
talent. Special attention is being paid to university students. The 
Society has sport departments and also looks after the welfare 
of repatriated Magyars. It has a propaganda car of its own and 
does everything to throw into relief the unity of the Magyars 
of Southern Hungary. At present the Society numbers 300.000 
members.
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