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ST. LADISLAS

The seven, hundred and fiftieth anniversary of the date 
on which King Ladislas was canonized was celebrated 
by the Magyars with impressive ceremony at Nagy- 

varad. There is no other nation in Eastern Europe that can 
boast, as Hungary may proudly do, that five members of 
its national dynasty — in this case the House of Arpdd — 
were canonized, and that a number of them, beatified for 
their saintly lives, added to the lustre of that historical 
dynasty.

King Ladislas, who reigned from 1040 to 1095, ruled 
Hungary in the spirit of St. Stephen, the same King 
Stephen whom King Ladislas himself took steps to have 
canonized and reverence for whose memory he imposed on 
the Magyars as a national duty. St. Ladislas was engaged 
in hitter warfare, first with the Czechs, then with the 
Cumanians, and it was he who broke the might of the 
Eastern forces that at the time, advancing on Hungary, were 
threatening Western Christian civilization with destruction.

Following in St. Stephen’s steps, Ladislas directed the 
trend of Hungary’s orientation towards the West, and when, 
at the point of the sword, he had compelled the Emperor 
Henry II to desist from his attempt to force his will on a 
Hungary jealous of her independence, he entered into a 
sincere alliance with the latter.

The militant Christianity of the great Hungarian King 
was so greatly appreciated by the Christian world that 
delegates from the Council of Piacenza approached him with 
the request that he should be the leader of the next Crusade 
about to be launched. At Easter, 1095, this delegation 
appeared before the King and begged him to lead the
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Crusade which was to “deliver Holy Jerusalem from the 
Saracens and make it the heart of the whole of Christendom." 
Unfortunately he was prevented from undertaking this great 
mission by his premature decease. The remains of King 
Ladislas, who was canonized in 1192, lie in the Nagyvarad 
Cathedral which he himself founded. Apart from the many 
abbeys, monasteries and churches that he built, his memory 
is also held in reverence in the Bishopric of Zagreb, which 
was established by him after he had come, at the request 
of the Croat Estates, to the assistance of the Croat King 
Zvoinimir’s widow, Helen.

As we see from the foregoing, St. Ladislas set the seal 
on the work of St. Stephen when he decided that Hungary 
must forge inseverable ties with Western Christian civiliza
tion, for, lying at the point where East and West meet, her 
decision would determine the great European question of 
which was to be master in this part of Europe, Eastern or 
Western Christianity. The Kings of the House of Arpad 
chose the West, seeing in Western Christianity greater 
ethical purity and a higher level of culture. The service they 
rendered to Western Europe in voluntarily undertaking to 
defend Western Christian civilization, a mission that often 
meant martyrdom, was a great one. In carrying out this 
undertaking St. Ladislas, fighting fiercely, delivered the 
West from the peril of the encroaching Eastern hordes, and 
later on Bela IV. sacrificed a large part of his kingdom and 
great masses of his people in the terrific battles that saved 
Europe from the advance of the Mongol invaders that no
thing seemed able to stem. From that time on, through an era 
of blood and fire, during four centuries of bitter struggles 
with the Turk, Hungary — the Hungary of St. Stephen 
and St. Ladislas —  continued to perform her mission of 
defending Western Europe, though her population was often 
decimated, her flourishing towns and happy villages razed
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to the ground and their peaceful inhabitants put to the 
sword.

Is there another nation in this part of Europe that 
ever made such great sacrifices for the W est? Is there any 
nation that would have better deserved its gratitude? Is 
there any country that has given such overwhelming proof 
of its historical mission and the raison d’etre of its thousand 
years of existence in the Basin of the Carpathians?

When therefore the Hungarian nation on 3rd May 
arranged a series of festivities, impressive and unforgettable, 
at Nagyvarad, it also demonstrated its adherence to the 
traditional policy of St. Stephen and St. Ladislas and its 
pride in Hungary's historical mission and merits. The cele
brations were attended by the Cardinal Primate of Hun
gary, Mons. Justinian Seredi, and by many distinguished 
representatives of the Hungarian Catholic world and Hun
garian public life. The Primate arrived with the so-called 
"Golden Train" that carried to the recently liberated, 
historical town of Nagyvarad the most sacred relic of the 
Magyars, the Right Hand of St. Stephen. M. Stephen Antal, 
Minister, was present on behalf of the Government.

The precious relic was placed on an altar set up in a 
gaily decorated square. The Cardinal Primate, assisted by 
a train of priests, celebrated a mass. In his sermon, amongst 
other things, he said: —

” . . .  Now when, following the example of our fore
fathers, we have made a pilgrimage to this town on the 
anniversary of the great King's canonization to do homage 
to his memory, let us not forget that our homage will be 
acceptable and pleasing to the saintly King only if each 
of us, in his own way and circumstances, endeavours to 
follow his lofty example, for the proper way to show 
reverence for the saints of the Church and the great men 
of the nation is to walk in their footsteps. St. Ladislas' life
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was so rich in religious and patriotic virtues that all of us 
may learn much from it, and all of us should try to follow 
his example. As Magyars we may learn from him an active, 
unselfish and self-sacrificing patriotism, and in the present 
times of travail and ever-changing trends of thought we 
may learn from him to cling faithfully to our ancient Ma
gyar customs, to a Constitution that has stood the test of 
ten centuries, and when changes are necessary, we must, 
as he did, carefully endeavour to reconcile them with our 
past traditions."

When the Primate had finished speaking, the Holy 
Right Hand was carried in procession into the Cathedral, 
where from the close of the religious ceremonies till four 
in the afternoon it was viewed by countless numbers of the 
devout. It was then carried to the railway station by a 
procession headed by the Cardinal Primate. At the station 
it was ceremoniously placed in the Golden Train. A  delega
tion of three representatives of the County boarded the 
train and accompanied the holy relic to the confines of 
the County. The journey of the holy relic from Nagyvarad 
to Szolnok was a triumphal procession. Every station and 
siding was thronged with the people of the farms, villages 
and towns with their temporal and spiritual leaders. At 
some stations the train stopped for a few minutes and the 
Cardinal Primate pronounced his blessing on the assembled 
inhabitants of the district.
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