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One of the chief grievances of the Hungarian nationals 
in Yugoslavia during the twenty-two and a half 
years of alien rule was that their sons had no chance 

of obtaining posts in the public services. With very few and 
rare exceptions, there was nothing open to them in the State 
offices and the offices belonging to the autonomous bodies, 
such as the Provincial Office —  later on the Banate Office 
— the district, municipal and communal administration, the 
post office, the railways, or any of the State undertakings. 
In the same way the Magyars were almost wholly debarred 
from membership of the autonomous councils: the Banate 
Council, on which they were grudgingly allowed two seats, 
the municipal and parish councils, and all representative 
bodies, including, in the sphere of politics, the Skupshtina 
and the Senate.

In the Skupshtina, where at the elections held on 11th 
September 1927, thanks to the pact concluded by the Magyars 
with the then Government coalition, they managed, in spite 
of various machinations, to obtain three seats, only one was 
secured at the 1931, 1935 and 1938 general Parliamentary 
elections, and the Hungarian minority was not allowed to 
exercise the slightest influence on the nomination of 
candidates. In the Senate the Magyars had to be content 
with one representative, Dr. Emery Varady, who from the 
very beginning was one of the most eminent leaders of the 
Magyars of Yugoslavia.

How little chance the Magyars had of obtaining posts 
in public offices may be gathered from the following statistics. 
According to the Budgets of the State and the autonomous 
bodies for 1940/41, the number of public officials and
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employees in the State, Banate, municipal and communal 
offices was 250.000. Of this number only a few hundred were 
Hungarian nationals — even including the Magyar teachers 
— although in proportion to their numbers the Magyars 
would have been entitled to at least 9000 posts in the public 
offices. Language could not have been an obstacle to the 
gratification of this fully justified claim, for the younger 
generation of Magyars spoke the official language of the 
State perfectly. Two things, in particular, were very unfair, 
namely that the Magyar villages had no Magyar parish 
clerks and that it was very rare to find a Magyar among 
the parish officials and employees of the Magyar communities.

This injustice was felt to be a major grievance by the 
Magyars of Yugoslavia, especially in view of the fact that 
during the Hungarian era there were numbers, not only of 
Serb parish clerks, but also of Serb municipal, county and 
State officials and employees. The Serbs were even 
represented on the army staffs, where some of them reached 
the highest rank. How true this is may be seen from a passage 
taken from an article that appeared in December 1935 in the 
Serb paper, the “Voivodina” , from the pen of a fanatical 
supporter of the Pan-Serb idea, Dr. Radivoy Simonovitch, 
a physician of Zombor. The passage runs as follows: — 
"During the Hungarian era Serbs were often appointed or 
elected to be lord lientenants, deputy sheriffs, chief 
constables, magistrates and State officials of high rank."

It is the intention of the Hungarian Government to con
tinue this commonsense and at the same time generous 
policy of allowing the nationalities to enjoy all the rights 
guaranteed to them in the laws of Hungary. This policy of 
understanding will also be applied to Southern Hungary, 
and a half years. That this is the Government's fixed resolve 
happened to the Magyars there during the past twenty-two 
and a half years. That this is the Government's fixed resolve 
is proved by the appointment at the beginning of the year 
of a large number of Serbs and other Southern Slavs to 
responsible posts in the offices of the autonomous bodies.
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The Regent, for instance, has on the recommendation of 
the Finance Minster appointed 16 Serb district and law court 
judges, and the Minister of Justice has in his own province 
appointed 64 Serb, Bunyevatz and other Southern Slav 
officials to posts in the courts of justice, district courts and 
the Public Presecutor's office. Among those appointed there 
are 8 secretaries, clerks and junior clerks, 10 Land Register 
officials, 3 head clerks, 5 temporary subordinate officials, 
4 temporary prison superintendents and 4 warders. Among 
the parish and district medical officers appointed by the 
Minister for the Interior there are 8 Serbs, and there are 67 
persons of Serb or Bunyevatz nationality among the first and 
second clerks appointed in the post office by the Minister of 
Commerce and Industry.

It was also a spirit of reconciliation and understanding 
that inspired the Hungarian Government to make provision 
for the Serbs to obtain seats on the municipal councils. The 
Minister for the Interior has given 30 Serbs and Southern 
Slavs seats on the county council of Bacs-Bodrog; 18 Serb 
and Bunyevatz nationals were appointed members of the 
town council of the Royal borough of Zombor and 6 Serbs 
became members of the town council of the Royal borough 
of Ujvidek.

DUE PROPORTION OF MINORITY DEPUTIES
The above figures give only part of the appointments, 

but they are enough to show that the Hungarian Government 
is paving the way to co-operation in every branch of the 
civil service and public life, and is giving the minorities the 
chance to do their share of creative national work. This aim 
was also furthered by the wise decision of the Government 
to summon representatives of the minorities in the restored 
county of Bacs-Bodrog to Parliament. Among the 21 deputies 
summoned there were 5 Germans, Jacob Egerth, Dr. Francis 
Hamm, Dr. Adam Sclachter, Joseph Spreitzer and Dr. 
Joseph Trischler; 2 Serbs, Milan L. Popovitch and Bogdan 
Dungyerski, while the Bunyevatz people are represented
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by Dr. Gregory Vukovitch. Besides dealing with the affairs 
of the country as a whole, these men will represent the 
interests of their own nationalities. The Germans of the 
Bacska are represented in the Upper House by a German 
landowner, Herr Christian Nelker.

All this has taken place in accordance with the 
nationality policy pursued by Hungary for a thousand years 
and in the spirit of the St. Stephen principle, of which, 
writing recently in the “Lathatar” , a cultural review devoted 
to minority affairs, Dr. de Bardossy said: —  "History has 
brought together here many racial elements of different 
mentality and sprituality, whose forms of life have often 
proved extremely difficult to reconcile with those of the 
Magyars. But there is always the possibility of creating 
harmony between nation and nation by means of sincere 
words and sincere deeds. The Magyars —  as we learn from 
the teachings of all their great spiritual leaders —  have 
always recognized the right of every nationality to cherish 
and freely develop its own language, its own racial 
characteristics and qualities... True to the political tradi
tions of the past thousand years, today, too, we are actuated 
by a spirit of understanding, not by one of hatred, an emotion 
to which we are still strangers, although during the past 
twenty-two and a half years we have learned what being a 
minority under alien rule means.”

What has hitherto been done in this spirit of tolerance 
and understanding does not, cannot, mean in these critical 
war times the maximum of accomplishment or the full 
assertion of minority rights as established in the laws of 
Hungary. One indispensable sine qua non of that is that the 
other party, the Serb minority, must give proofs of its 
sincere desire for co-operation and its undeviating loyalty to 
the Hungarian State. That the leaders of the Serb minority 
are ready and willing to do so was announced by the Serb 
publicist, now member of the Hungarian Parliament, Milan 
L. Popovitch, in a recent statement to the Serb paper, the 
“Nova Posta” of Ujvidek. Amongst other things M. Popovitch
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said: — “ It is our desire to take part in the political life 
of the Hungarian State as soon as possible and to conform 
to the new political circumstances. This is a natural line of 
development, for our destiny is closely linked with that 
of the Magyars, by whom we are surrounded and together 
with whom we lived for centuries under the influence of 
Magyar culture and Magyar political administration. . .  In 
the present serious and critical days we must forget every
thing that divided us in the past. . .  No agitators working 
with bombs and explosives will ever come from our ranks 
in the Bacska. . .  It will be clear to all that we shall do 
our duty faithfully to the Hungarian State, and the Serb 
minority expects that as in the past so also now the Magyars 
will show complete understanding of our vital interests and 
satisfy our rightful national demands, for vital and national 
interests must be protected by every self-respecting and 
virile people."

Our only comment is that a sincere rapprochement, and 
intention to conform to the rules of Hungarian life and a 
willingness to co-operate will —  if they are genuine and 
are followed by deeds —  be reciprocated with understanding 
and brotherly sympathy by the Hungarian people.
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