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VITEZ STEPHEN DE HORTHY
BY

ANDREW DESY

T
he Hungarian nation has with unanimous enthusiasm 
chosen as Deputy Regent Stephen de Horthy, the son 
of the Regent. The moving solemnity of the ceremony 

of election showed a remarkable resemblance to the dignified 
atmosphere of that historic day on which the Hungarian 
people raised to the dignity of Regent one of the most 
glorious figures of Hungarian history and one of the greatest 
personalities known to that history — Nicholas de Horthy. 
This event is rendered unforgettable, however, not only by 
this similarity of externals, but also — and indeed chiefly 
— by the fact that on the present occasion too, as twenty- 
two years ago, the Hungarian nation once more stood united 
as one man in setting its seal amid constitutional forms to 
its unanimous will.

The background twenty-two years ago was one of col
lapse and destruction; and today a fresh and vigorous Hun
gary risen from her ashes, sublimely manifesting a strong 
will steeled in days of trial.

Twenty-two years ago Hungary was bleeding from a 
thousand wounds and writhing under the devastations and 
shameful insults of a communistic rabble-revolution and 
the Rumanian depredation which crowned the horrors of the 
collapse of the Monarchy. And the political instinct of the 
Hungarian people found the leader sent by Providence who 
was the only man capable of raising from its state of apathetic 
lethargy the dismembered country which had been disfigured, 
plundered and trodden in the dust.

To Nicholas de Horthy is due the return of the Hun
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garian people's self-respect and self-consciousness, faith and 
will-power. It was he that consolidated the nation reduced 
to a state of lethargic stupor; it was he that led that nation 
back to the path of unconditional constitutionalism. It was 
his wise government that converted a country already re
garded as doomed to extinction into a strong and hard-working 
country which has achieved surprising results. It was he that 
pointed the way leading to creative work and social pro
gress, — that created the really excellent and strong Hun
garian army. He has never lost sight of the mission of the 
Magyars in the Danube Basin or of their duty as heirs of 
the St. Stephen traditions. Nor has he ever made a secret of 
his conviction that to Hungary is due the leading role in the 
Danube Valley.

Thanks to his splendid government four sections of the 
territory stolen from Hungary have returned to the thousand- 
year-old kingdom, of which they from inalienable, inseparable 
parts; and this fact in itself is one of the sources of that 
uncompromising conviction that according to the eternal 
logic of reason, historical inevitability and history all the 
other legitimate demands of the Hungarian people are bound 
to be fulfilled.

This is in the interest, not of Hungary only, but of 
Europe generally. During the whole course of its history of 
a thousand years the Hungarian people has always had to 
bear the burden of a serious mission for the protection of 
Western Europe; and today also the Hungarian nation has 
a very important role to play in the struggle against Bolshe
vism. In the New Europe, therefore, the Hungarian people 
must be ensured a worthy place, —  that place which it has 
so far claimed as exclusively its own in the Danube Valley.

It was the Hungarian people's ardent affection for and 
gratitude to the Regent that was reflected also in the spon- 
aneous resolve to elect as Deputy Regent the Regent's son,
2



VITEZ STEPHEN DE HORTHY

an eminent scion of his family with qualities similar to his 
own who stands nearest to him and has been trained to act 
as his, most fitting collaborator in his own family circle.

Stephen de Horthy is an engineer possessing eminent 
qualifications who has seen the world and has utilised the 
experience gained during his travels, with the aid of an ex
ceptional power of organisation, to develop into one of the 
most up-to-date industrial establishments in Europe the 
wagonfactory of the Hungarian State Railways; he initiated 
the manufacture of aeroplanes in Hungary; and has rendered 
his country signal service by the re-organisation of the State 
Railways. He is a magificent airman, his great feats as a 
flyer being known all over the world; at the same time he is 
a skilled constructor of aeroplanes. He is a highly cultured 
and strong-willed Magyar —  in everything he does or 
thinks. He is the predestined upholder of the Horthy tra
dition, —  the naan who is most familiar with this tradition 
and best qualified to develop it. He is the exceptionally 
gifted son of an exceptionally gifted father.
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