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W hen the war between Germany and Russia broke 
out on 22nd June, in beaten and defeated Serbia 
the extreme nationalistic elements, —  obviously 

incited thereto by foreign influence, —  joining hands with the 
Communists, began a ruthless campaign of guerilla warfare. 
With an unbridled work of destruction and the wrecking of 
irreplaceable economic assets they are striving to make things 
difficult for the occupying German, Italian, Bulgarian and 
Croat troops, in the vain hope that in time the fortune of war 
will perhaps turn in their favour. Since this situation began in 
Serbia, which has now been reduced to its original size, it 
has been  the scen e  o f  a civil w a r  the magnitude of which may 
be gathered from the eloquent statistics of the losses 
sustained by the insurgents as published by the Neditz 
Government, which since 1st September rules the country 
under the supervision and direction of the German General 
Headquarters. In spite of the report issued concerning the 
result of the work of “clearing up and establishing order” , 
fighting with heavy losses on both sides and the destruction 
of indispensable economic resources is going on in many 
parts of Serbia. That in certain places some of the insurgents, 
trusting the Government's promise of a general amnesty, 
have in response to its appeal returned to their homes, by 
no means signifies that the rebellion has been definitely 
crushed. Most probably it merely means that to escape the 
harshness of "General Winter" and provide themselves with 
food they have taken refuge wiht their families, leaving 
their weapons well hidden in the depths of the forests 
and the caves of the mountains, and that when spring 
comes they will renew the fight against the Government's 
troops and the occupying armies.

To throw some light on the real situation we shall
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quote from the addresses to the Serb people broadcast from 
Belgrade on 16th November by M. Radosavlyevitz, Minister 
of Agriculture and Public Supplies and on 4th December by 
General Neditz, Prime Minister.

In his speech addressed chiefly to the agricultural popu
lation of Serbia M. Radosavlyevitz, amongst other things, 
said: —  “Serious tasks await this country, and if they are 
not performed with sober deliberation the whole of Serbia 
will be a true cemetery tomorrow". He therefore appealed 
in the first place to the farmers, to those who built up the 
country and who —  should they refuse to listen to reason
— might ruin it.

He warned the village people that the paid agents of 
foreign countries were among them, leading them astray and 
bent upon thrusting them and their country into utter ruin. 
He begged them not to be deluded by those who v/ere merely 
bent on creating disturbances and confusion to gain their 
own ends, which at the same time meant the complete 
destruction of Serbia. “ What is happening in Serbia today"
— said M. Radosavlyevitz —  “is suicidal. Do not listen to 
foreign propaganda in the radio, for that would lead to our 
utter extermination. We have lost the war, but that does not 
mean that everything is lost; if, however, we lose the peace, 
we shall lose everything. Drive out your evil advisers, return 
to your homes, and cultivate your fields; that is what would 
be important for yourselves and the country too."

The Minister said that there was no salt or petroleum in 
the villages. The war was not the sole cause of that; it was 
also due to the fact that the enemies of the Serb people were 
ruining the country from within and making it impossible 
for the Government to supply the villages with their needs. 
He asked the peasants not to follow those who were inciting 
them to boycott Belgrade and the other towns. If they 
continued to follow the advice of foreign agents, the result 
would be the destruction of the Serb people and the Serb race. 
He had faith in the healthy instincts of the ancient Serb race, 
for if their fathers had done as they were doing and had 
listened to foreign trouble-makers,there would not be one 
single Serb in the world by now.
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The following are interesting passages from the notable 
speech broadcast by Premier General Neditz:

“ I am speaking from Belgrade, of which bad tongues on 
the other side of the Ocean alleged that the German aero
planes would shortly raze it to the ground as they are said 
to have done to Csacsak and Uzsice. All of you know that 
this assertion was a malevolent falsehood believed by nobody 
with any sense” , . .

“ When on 1st September I appealed to you on behalf 
of the Government of National Salvation to fight with all 
your strength against the dragon of Communism waiting to 
devour the Serb nation, I was convinced that you would 
understand my plea and come to my aid. Thanks to your 
great faith in me I have accomplished this task. The pacifica
tion of the nation has begun, as has also the establishment 
of order and security. This work will be continued until 
final peace and the extermination of Communism are 
assured..

“ I have firm confidence in the Serb people and their 
vital energies. Our people will recover fully, though they 
have been seriously ill. I have appealed to every good Serb 
to rally round the Serb flag. I did not do so for my own 
sake, but for the sake of yourselves, for the Serbs, for our 
mother Serbia. I promise you to exterminate and annihilate 
the scum who have infected the healthy Serb people. They 
will never rise again, but be reconciled as soon and as fully 
as possible, that our strength may be restored and that we 
may save our youth, our hope of the future. Let us give back 
to them what they imbibed with their mother's milk: their 
Serb character and a desire to live for Serbia alone .. .”

“ Great events are taking place. They demand much 
strength and unity. The tragedy that overtook us in April 
would never have happened had we been united. Major 
catastrophes can be avoided only by nations with a united 
national spirit. The future great national programme of all 
Serbs must be to think and work in unity. What has happened 
to us, what we have suffered, was a sore punishment inflicted 
by the Almighty. Let us put our hands on our hearts and 
confess that we deserved it. We had forgotten the traditions 
of our noble past, we had forgotten our homes and our
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families, which are the nurseries and cradles of our Serb 
spirit. Our enemies trampled on our hearths, broke up our 
families, and introduced the poison of internationalism and 
Communism among our ranks. C a st aside m aterialism , the 
g rea test cu rse o f m ankind. B e  g o od  Christians and good  
S erbs. The Serbs have always been merciful. We must do 
everything to ensure that in future no good and honest Serb 
shall lack a home, bread and work.

"Serbs, come with me! The future is ours. The sun has 
appeared on the horizon. The spreaders of false propaganda 
say that the Germans are our greatest enemies and want to 
exploit and ruin us. But I say they their sense of justice 
greatly resembles our own, all w e  m ust d o is sh ow  g ood w ill  
and com p lia n ce in ord er  that w ork  and our regeneration  
sh ou ld  begin. I am convinced that the great German Reich 
will not deprive us of the possibility of contributing to the 
new order in Europe. Germany was not our enemy, and it 
only depends on ourselves to prevent her being our enemy 
tomorrow."


