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PROTESTATIONS OF ALLEGIANCE 
HUNGARIAN EDUCATIONAL P O L I C ^ ^ g ^

BY

IMRE PROKOPY

The Slovak inhabitants of the re-incorporated districts 
of Southern Hungary recently sent a deputation of six 
representatives headed by the Slovak Evangelical 

Bishop S am u el Starke and D r. P aul C a stva n  of Petroc, to 
Lieut. General B ela  N o va k ovics , commander of the 
Hungarian Southern Army, to convey to him the expression 
of the allegiance to the Hungarian State of the Slovak in
habitants of the re-incorporated territories of Southern 
Hungary. In his address on this occasion Bishop Starke 
stressed that in the first G rea t W a r  the M a g ya rs and the 
S lova k s had fought sh ou ld er to sh ou ld er and that the b lood  
sh ed  b y  them  then sym b o lised  the com m on  d estin y  o f the 
M a g ya r  and S lova k  p eo p les . The Slovaks had for centuries 
at all times struggled as brothers in the Magyar cause; and 
now in the fatherland recently aggrandised they desired to 
live in symbiosis with the Magyars and to thrive jointly with 
them. This was today the genuine feeling of every true Slovak.
D t. C astvan  expressed his delight that the S lova k s o f Southern  
H u nga ry a fter  22 y ea rs  o f separation  had once m ore been  
brought into c lose  conn ection  w ith the nation w ith w hich th ey  
had p rev io u sly  lived  in sym b io sis  fo r  a thousand yea rs. In 
the Hungary of the future all the non-Magyar nationalities 
which were inspired by loyalty towards the Hungarian State- 
idea would be given the right to maintain their own ethnic 
existence and culture. That was why the Slovaks of Southern 
Hungary were expressing their unconditional confidence in 
the Hungarian fatherland, protesting that they would con
tinue to at all times respect the flag of the common fatherland 
as they had done in the past too. At the same time Dr. 
Castvan conveyed to General Novakovics the cordial greetings 
of the Slovak Veterans and Pensioners and the expression 
of a similar allegiance on their part, begging the General 
to present the declaration of allegiance of the Slovak
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inhabitants to His Highness the Regent and to the Hungarian 
Government.

Some weeks later the Serbian and Ruthenian inhabitants 
of the hundred of Zsablya —  a district inhabited chiefly by 
Serbs — made a solemn declaration of allegiance to their 
Hungarian fatherland. At the ceremony held in the principal 
square of the village of Zsablya several thousands of the 
inhabitants of the village and environs were present; speaking 
on their behalf, the Rev. Milos Katie, Greek Oriental 
(Serbian) vicar of the parish of Zsablya, explained the 
importance of the fact that as a consequence of the reincor
poration of the "Bacska" region the Tittel “ marchmen’s 
region" had also returned to that Hungary of which the Serbs 
of the “ Bacska” had for centuries been industrious citizens. 
M. Milan Sretkov, a chemist from the village of Csurog, 
made a declaration of allegiance on behalf of all present. 
The Rev. Michael Boszormenyi, Greek Catholic vicar of Sajka- 
gyorgye, and a Ruthenian teacher of the name of Alexander 
Manojlo expressed the allegiance of the Ruthenians of 
Southern Hungary.

After the declarations of allegiance had been made the 
military commander of the hundred noted that in the 
“ Bacska" the Magyars and Serbs had for centuries lived in 
symbiosis and would continue to do so in the future; for that 
reason they should offer one another the right hand of friend
ship and should forget any antagonisms that may have 
existed between them in the past, that being a sine qua non 
of their common prosperity in the future (Hungarian 
Telegraph Bureau, July 30th, 1941).

A  similar decleration of allegiance was made by the 
Serbian parish of Zenta at a sitting held early in July, 
expression being given to the hope that after its return to 
the realm of St. Stephen the Serbian nationality would, as 
in the past, continue in the future too to enjoy all the rights 
of citizens (“ Hirlap", July 4th, 1941).

Particular mention is due to the monster meeting of the 
Central "Bacska" branch of the German “Kulturbund" held 
on August 3rd at Ujverbasz at which more than 10,000 
persons from the villages of Sove, Szenttamas, Kucora, Bacs- 
feketehegy, Szeghegy, Topolya, Cservenka, Kisker and Oker
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and from the towns of Ujverbasz and Overbasz, were present. 
The speakers on this occasion — Francis Hamm, former 
Skupshtina Deputy, and Joseph Spreitzer, engineer and district 
leader, — pointed out that in the p resen t critical p eriod  
th ere w a s grea ter n eed  than e v e r  tor  fr ien d ly  and b ro th erly  
u nity b etw een  M a g ya rs  and G erm a n s ; for the German and 
Hungarian armies were fighting shoulder to shoulder against 
the bolshevism which theratened to plunge the whold world 
into catastrophic ruin. At such a time it would be, not merely 
a crime, but also an irreparable blunder, to indulge in 
senseless disunion and animosity. The monster meeting, which 
was a veritable "review" of the Germans of the Middle 
"Bacska” district, was attended by Lieut. Colonel Dezso 
Erdosi, military commander of the district, by a military 
officer of high rank from Belgrade representing the German 
Army and by the leaders of the Kulturbund ("Delvideki 
Magyarsag” , August 6th, 1941).

H ungarian E du ca tiona l P olicy .

In the "Bacska” and Baranya territories liberated by the 
Hungarian National Defence Army we took over 339 
elementary schools housed in 757 buildings. In addition, we 
took over 14 "real-gymnasiums” , 22 “ city schools", 3 
‘teachers' training colleges, 1 secondary-grade industrial 
school, 4 girls' industrial schools, 60 industrial and 3 commer
cial apprentice schools and a faculty of law (at Szabadka). 
The total number of persons employed in teaching in these 
educational institutes was 2300, the number of pupils en
trusted to their charge 110,000. The great majority of the 
teachers at the time of the Yugoslav collapse voluntarily 
retired from the liberated territories. The Hungarian Govern
ment took over 1080 teachers, these including —  together 
with those reinstated in their original posts —  354 Magyars, 
241 Germans, 282 Serbs, 46 Slovaks and 35 persons of 
Bunyevatz nationality, the remainder being of Ruthenian or 
other nationality. The teaching staff —  supplemented by 
teachers from the mother country — , altogether 1300 persons, 
took the oath at Ujvidek on August 4th, on which occasion 
V itez  D r. Iva n  N a g y , Councillor in the Ministry of Education, 
in his capacity as head of the department of education of
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the military administration of the Southern Army, made a 
speech in which he pointed out —  quite justifiably and with 
peculiar emp'hasis — that “ b y  taking o v e r  the tea chers o f  
n o n -M a g ya r  n ationality w e  h ave sh ow n  that w e  think in 
term s o f the S t. S tep h en  S ta te -id ea  and are p rep a red  to  
fu rth er the a d va n cem en t and the p r o sp e r ity  o f e v e r y  loya l  
fe llo w -c itizen ” . ("Reggeli Ujsag” , August 5th, 1941.)

By its selection of the teaching staff to function in the 
re-incorporated districts of Southern Hungary and in general 
by its rapid and fair solution of the school question of that 
region, the Hungarian Government has shown that, throwing 
a veil over the anti-minority (and in particular anti-Magyar) 
tendency of the Serbian educational policy of the past, it 
has left no stone unturned sin e ira et stu d io  to meet all 
legitimate claims of the non-Magyar nationalities. Its primary 
object when taking its measures for the purpose was to ensure 
there being available a sufficient number of Hungarian 
teachers already at the opening of the new school year in the 
autumn. In addition, it instituted a special course at Baja 
for the co-ordination of studies, 55 teachers being given 
instruction in the Serbian language. The Ministry of Education 
further arranged at Szeged a course attended by 222 students, 
the latter including the teachers of the non-Magyar 
nationalities of the re-incorporated territories (except those 
of Southern Hungary) —  i. e. the Slovak, Ruthenian and 
Rumanian teachers taken over by the Hungarian authorities, 
though the course was attended also by those Magyar 
teachers who acquired their certificates already in pre- 
Trianon Hungary. 34 lecturers took part in the course, giving 
altogether more than 2000 lessons and providing for the 
instruction and initiation into new fields of study respectively 
of the persons attending the same.

The Ordinance of the Minister of Education issued on 
July 25th, —  which is in reality merely instructions for the 
carrying into effect of Order in Council No. 2700/M. E. of 
1941 —  regulates the question of the enrolment of elementary 
school pupils of non-Magyar tongue as from the school-year 
1941/42, providing that e v e r y  pu p il m a y  fr e e ly  and w ithout 
in terferen ce  on  the part o f the auth orities a tten d  a n y sch ool  
he d esires  irresp ectiv e  o f the language o f instruction. That
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means a restoration of the principle of the unrestricted choice 
of school which the Yugoslav Government from the very 
outset cancelled in the territories wrested from Hungary, 
making its application impossible by the employment of 
“name analysis" and other similar artifices, as also of 
pressure by the authorities. On the basis of the applications 
for admission made in terms of the said Order in Council it 
proved possible already early in June to determine the 
number of pupils enrolled in the several schools —  in the 
secondary schools too. Only in Ujvidek did a sufficient 
number of Serb pupils apply for admission to the Serbian 
gymnasium; and in that town the Serbian gymnasium will 
open in September, the number of applications for admission 
being enough for the purpose. This institute —  which was 
established already in 1810 —  is to be a secondary school 
with co-education. The Germans of the “ Bacska" are to have 
gymnasiums (grammar-schools) at Ujverbasz and Apatin, as 
well as a teachers' training college at Ujverbasz. For the 
benefit of the Slovaks of that region the State is establishing 
at Petroc an agricultural “city school", —  primarily in view 
of the fact that the Slovaks of the "Bacska” are almost 
without exception engaged in agriculture as farmers or 
labourers. There will be Magyar secondary schools in the 
following places — boys' and girls' gymnasiums at Szabadka 
and Ujvidek, boys' gymnasiums at Zombor, Zenta and 
Obecse, commercial secondary schools at Szabadka, Zombor 
and Ujvidek. (“Reggeli Ujsag", August 7th, 1941.)

In connection with the Serbian gymnasium at Ujvidek it 
should be noted that it will be a genuine secondary school 
with Serbian as the language of instruction, —  not one like 
the so-called "Magyar" gymnasium at Szabadka and the 
lower gymnasium also designated as “Magyar" at Zenta 
established during the Yugoslav regime in which —  apart 
from the Hungarian language and Hungarian literature and 
here and there religion too —  all the subjects of instruction 
were taught, not in the mother tongue of the pupils, but in 
the official language of the State. The same is true also of 
the elementary schools in which the language of instruction 
is not Hungarian; all subjects will be taught in the mother 
tongue of the pupils, the Hungarian language being taught 
as a special subject one or two hours a week-


