
B O O K S

Count Paul Teleki’s Political Testament.
A book of startling force has just been published. It was 

designed by its author as a fingerpost, not only for the present 
Hungarian generation, but also for those to come. Namely, some 
time before his death Count Teleki asked one of his colleagues 
to edit a collection of his speeches and writings that would be 
useful reading for the public. When one peruses that volume, 
one has almost the feeling that the kindly but troubled face of 
Count Teleki, who so suddenly and tragically took leave of his 
well-beloved Magyar people whose future caused him so much 
anxiety, looks up at one from its pages. The preface states that 
on the last day of his life Count Teleki went through the proofs, 
and that after correcting them he added the following lines to 
the first chapter:

“Now that I have reached the point where I have learned 
how much may be believed of what is contained in books and 
printed matter in general, I feel that before I depart this life 
it is my duty to impart to the Hungarian nation the fruit of all 
my experience to serve as a guide for the people. I therefore make 
over to them all that I have learned during the last year of my 
life.”

From the last sentence it may be gathered that when Count 
Teleki was correcting the proofs of the book he knew that death 
was near, and that one of the most important tasks he set himself 
to accomplish in the last days of his life was to bequeath as a 
Testament to the Hungarian nation the sum total of all the ex
perience, thoughts and observations of a long life.

Another intimate friend of his, writing in the “Magyar 
Szemle" (Hungarian Review), says that he was constantly pre
occupied with thoughts of death, and often mentioned that he 
did not want to pass away without leaving something behind 
him; he would make arrangements before ha died that the Hun
garian nation should reap the fruits of his experience and learn 
his thoughts and anxieties. It is with the greatest reverence there
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fore that we take up this book, which is an added proof that 
with his death Count Teleki wished to serve the nation and 
ensure its future. What he left behind him is not an edition de 
luxe, a prize for collectors, but a logically composed, concise 
catechism for the whole nation. With its plain and unpretentious 
binding and rich contents the book resembles its author, who, 
besides being a politician, was a geographer, a historian, an 
economist, a philosopher, but above all a Magyar. A Magyar, 
who although able to imbibe all the learning of other countries, 
enjoy all the beauties of international culture, see things in a 
European perspective, think and act as a European, remained, in 
the very heart of Europe, a Magyar of the East, eastern, lonely, 
with the ancient wisdom of the Asiatic steppes.

What chiefly emerges from his book is that he believed in 
Hungary’s future, in the inevitable necessity of preserving the 
characteristics peculiar to the Magyar race, and that he was 
persuaded that the role of the Hungarian nation was “ to establish 
peace, unity and understanding’’ in the Danube Valley. Particul
arly interesting are the chapters in which he expounds the thesis 
that life never stands still, that development is a law of nature 
to which Hungary's political, social and economic machinery 
must also adapt itself. New ideas that have proved successful in 
other countries would have a stimulating and directing effect on 
the tempo and trend of Hungarian progress, but Hungarian 
development must take into account the psyche, the nature, the 
mentality and the traditions of the Magyars, and the possibilities 
afforded by those factors. Later on Count Teleki says that the 
Magyar folkpsyche is not united on the question of the accept
ance of a totalitarian system of government. "In my opinion" — 
he writes — “the great majority, the true-born Magyar section of 
the nation, would absolutely refuse to accept a totalitarian 
system in the narrowest sense of the word; the Magyars will 
not bow to any authority except what their own nature and ideas 
recognize as such, and the Magyar people are mature enough 
to choose their own leaders.”

Count Teleki explains that cognizance must be taken of the 
lessons of the new era; all the new ideas produced by other 
nations must be assimilated by Hungary, but they must be brought 
into conformance with the traditions of Hungary’s past, the 
character of the Hungarian nation and the psyche of the Ma
gyar folk.

“We must never create anything” — he says in one place 
— "that will have to be discarded later on. We must not establish
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something on the spur of the moment that later on the historical 
sense of the nation will reject."

Interesting also is the following passage: — “I should very 
much like if certain things would cease: intrigue, elbowing,
flattery, servility, the assertion of private at the expense of public 
interests, the haughty holding of the masses at arm's length and 
the rigid system of cut and dried regulations in State administra
tion, which may be all right for the officials concerned, but not 
for those administered, and which have nothing in common with 
life."

Dr. Andrew Fall: The Collapse o f Yugoslavia.
Dr. Andrew Fall has written a very valuable and interest

ing book on the collapse of Yugoslavia. The author has discarded 
all the usual methods of writing history. The custom hitherto 
was that historians either wrote the history of a country as a 
whole or the several details of certain phases of its life (the 
history of each period separately, monographs on its cultural 
or political history, etc.), or publicists wrote accounts of the 
course of events, presenting them in a light calculated to 
support their own opinions. Then there were also works describ
ing the structure of the country they dealt with, written either 
with a view to propagating knowledge or with some ulterior 
purpose. Dr. Fall, instead of employing dialectic methods or 
the methods used by the historian concerned merely with the 
recording of events on cultural, geographical and geo-political 
aspects, has given us an all-embracing history of a State.

In a former volume his theme was Rumania; this book 
deals with Yugoslavia. It contains the history of each of the 
peoples that were comprised in that State; relates the historical 
causes of their evolution into separate nations; describes their 
individual characters, traditions, religions and civilizations, and 
shows us in what they resemble one another and where they 
differ. It treats of the causes responsible for their separate 
developments, of the chain of events leading thereto. Then it 
gives us the history of their union. It tells us of their religious 
history, of their struggles, of the factors responsible for dissolu
tion, of the events that finally led to Yugoslavia's collapse. 
It describes the different nations and tribes in Yugoslavia, and 
gives us the history of that country's internal and foreign po
licies and of her cultural and economic life. It draws a com
parison between the situation of the Croats and Serbs during 
the Hungarian era and the position of the minorities in Yugo
slavia — in the first place that of the Magyars — during the 
brief period of that State's existence.
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The book is therefore a perfect example of its type; it is 
an all-embracing work, comprising geographical history, a collec
tion of monographs of the different periods, pragmatic history, 
cultural history and geo-political history. At the same time it 
is also the work of a publicist, for with the sharp weapons of 
dialectics, with irrefutable arguments and practical knowledge, 
it demolishes the impossible theory upon which that mistaken 
and artificial political structure was erected. It is a compre
hensive work containing everything that can be said about that 
disintegrated State and its nationalities, from factual data to 
pragmatic deductions and the conclusions to be drawn from 
them, stated in a most convincing manner.

Dr. Fall begins with the premise that although there were 
Yugoslav nations and tribes, there never was a Yugoslavia, 
because the histories, civilizations and religions of those na
tions and tribes had developed separately. From below the tribal 
organizations of the Serbs, Croats and Bosnians formed them
selves into nations, but the State of Yugoslavia and a non
existent Yugoslav nation was artificially created from above 
by the Peace Conference. But as there is no chemical formula 
that would give life to a homunculus, so a State created at the 
conference table is no State except in name. It lacks the breath 
of life that only a uniformity of ideas, feelings and civilizations 
can impart. An interesting point mentioned by the author is 
that the word "Yugoslavia" is merely a geographical term 
devised by Slav poets to designate the kindred origin of the 
Southern Slavs.

Dr. Fall tells us of what nations and tribes Yugoslavia 
was composed. He gives us the history of the Serbs in detail, 
with all the vicissitudes through which the Serb Kingdom had 
to go: its struggles with the Turks, its conquest by them, its 
vassalage, and finally its liberation. He points out the excessively 
imperialistic tendencies of the Serbs which kept them in a 
constant fever of excitement (this was the reason why civil 
wars, conspiracies and regicides were so common), and not 
themselves alone, but also the entire area of the Balkans. This 
was why Serbia became the storm-centre of Europe. This was 
what led to the World War by way of the Serajevo assassina
tions instigated by the "Black Hand”. So much for Orthodox 
Serbia. Roman Catholic Croatia (whose regions between the 
Save and the Drave had been occupied by the Magyars when 
first they took possession of Hungary) became part of this 
country when, the Croat national dynasty having become 
extinct, the widow of King Zvoinimir, who was King Ladislas 
of Hungary's sister, joined Hungary. From that time until after 
the Peace Edict of Trianon, Croatia, enjoying extensive auto
nomy, formed an indivisible part of Hungary. Differences there
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were, conflicts between Hungary and Croatia, but the Croat 
nobles nevertheless fought together with the Magyar nobles in 
defence of their common fatherland and for its liberty. The Ma
gyars generously agreed that Slavonia, an ancient Magyar terri
tory, should be incorporated in Croatia, and in 1867 the Croats 
were given carte blanche to submit any demands they might 
choose to formulate. Thus by mutual agreement a Croato- 
Magyar compromise was arrived at. Dr. Fall also tells us the 
history of Bosnia-Hercegovina, which had come under Magyar 
rule as early as 1137. Later on it figured in the Hungarian 
coat-of-arms. After a turbulent period it was set free from the 
Turkish yoke by the Berlin Congress, which decreed its occupa
tion by Austria-Hungary, by which it was afterwards annexed. 
No less interesting is the history of Dalmatia. The first Croat 
settlement area, this region went through many vicissitudes. For 
a long time it belonged to Hungary, then it became an Austrian 
hereditary province, but Hungary never renounced her claim to 
it. The author also sketches the history of Montenegro, Slovenia 
and the parts of Hungary attached to Yugoslavia, which ever 
since the Magyars occupied Hungary had been part and parcel 
of that country.

A part of the book deserving special attention and separate 
mention is the chapter in which the author draws a comparison 
between Croat Illyrism and Pan-Serb ambitions. It is true that 
in the Middle Ages the idea of a union of all Serbs, Bosnians 
and Croats was mooted, but these nations purposed creating 
that nation by force of arms in order to attain their own su- 
prematic ends. During the long period of Turkish rule this plan 
was dropped and passed into oblivion without leaving any 
trace, and after their liberation the Croats began to dream of 
a Greater Croatia, the Serbs of a Greater Serbia. The two 
currents ran parallel to each other, never meeting at any point 
until the Peace Edicts of Paris forcibly created the Yugoslav 
mosaic, which after a short and stormy existence has now 
fallen into its component parts. The idea of Illyrism was 
devised by Napoleon as a means of weakening Austria and the 
Italian States. It united Kraina, Carinthia, Dalmatia, Istria and 
Croatia. The Illyr State soon collapsed and from its ruins arose 
among the Croats in 1848 the national idea in the form of a 
vague dream. Serbia, however, had no place in the dreams of 
the Croats, except in those of a few fanatics like Bishdp 
Strossmayer, who hoped to convert the Orthodox Serbs to the 
Roman Catholic faith. Any others who included Serbia in 
their dreams were not Croats; they were merely Serbs of 
Croatia.

In the imagination of the Serbs, on the other hand, the 
Pan-Serb dream of supremacy began to unfold from the beginn
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ing of the XIX century on. Its dreamers regarded every Southern 
Slav — Catholic Croat and Mohamedan Bosnian alike — a Serb. 
Russia helped to foster this fantastic conception in order to 
disrupt the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy with the dynamite of 
Pan-Slav ambitions. Excessive Serb imperialism, always ready 
for conspiracies and outrages and with an unbridled lust for 
power, paved the way for the idea of Pan-Serb hegemony with, 
fire and sword through the instrumentality of secret societies. 
It had nothing in common with Croat Illyrism, with Croat na
tional aspirations, and when the apostles of the Paris Peace 
mixed up the two ideas — marrying fire to water — the 
monstrous political homunculus known as Yugoslavia, which 
served Pan-Serb aims, was conceived.

The story of the Serb Maffia as told by Dr. Fall reads 
like a historical gangster novel. The chapter which proves with 
statistics and geo-political arguments that under the common 
term “Yugoslavia” two nations, two peoples, were linked 
together that were divided by geographical factors and whose 
economic interests were at variance, is a masterly study from 
a geographical point of view as well as from that of political 
economy. With the unbiassed detachment of the historian and 
in a pragmatic manner the author discloses all Yugoslavia's 
convulsive struggles during the past twenty-two years, all the 
cruel and abortive experiments tried by her internal and foreign 
policies, Stoyadinovitch's well-meant plans, and finally the 
stupidity and violence of the Putsch Government which frus
trated the efforts of sensible and moderate men like Prince 
Paul and Premier Tsvetkovitcn. The same Serb spirit which in 
1914 was the cause of the World War, for twenty-two years 
cruelly oppressed Yugoslavia's non-Serb nationalities, threatened 
to plunge her neighboura into war, staged bloody outrages and 
finally brought ruin upon the Serb people themselves. Hungary, 
although she never surrendered her rightful claims, was 
willing from a higher European point of view to keep peace 
with Yugoslavia, honestly shown by her treaty of friendship with 
that country. It was only when armed Serb forces invaded her 
frontiers, when Serb aeroplanes bombed peaceful towns, when 
bands of Chetniks committed atrocities against the Magyars of 
Yugoslavia that her army, in a manner strictly in keeping with 
international usage, marched into the ancient Magyar territories 
— but not until Yugoslavia had disintegrated into its component 
parts and had ceased to exist as the S. H. S. Kingdom.

The space at our disposal does not permit of a detailed 
review of the chapters which draw a comparison betweeen the 
full political and cultural freedom enjoyed by the Serbs in 
Hungary, their excellent economic position, and the shameful 
situation of the Magyars in Yugoslavia, the way they were
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oppressed in cultural and religious matters and the methods 
employed to ruin them economically.

As said above, the work, which is illustrated with three 
maps, is all-embracing, exhaustive, surprisingly objective and 
well supplied with data: it therefore serves to fill a gap. It 
does not contain a single statement that is unsupported by data, 
by authentic and irrefutable documentary evidence. Anyone 
interested in any particular point will find a faithful, detailed 
and reliable elucidation of his problem in it. The inter-relation 
of historical, geographical, economic, spiritual and cultural 
factors is to be found only in this book, as it is only in it 
that we find the psychological aspects of the question, its 
historical logic, the connection between cause and effect and 
the interplay of all the factors involved. Much credit is due to 
the author for choosing an easy, clear and narrative style of 
expression which brings this extremely difficult, complicated 
and tangled subject so near to his readers that they will be 
able to penetrate into the labyrinth of this serious problem with 
ease and no little enjoyment.

Herbert van Leisen: “Les Terres Hongroises de 
Transylvanie. “

Many books and articles have been written about Hungary. 
There have also been plenty of books, studies and articles 
published about the Transylvanian question. No wonder that the 
attention of thinking men is turning to that part of Europe. But 
much goodwill and clarity of judgment is required to make 
Western readers understand what conditions really are in that 
stormcentre of the Continent. Peace and tranquil development 
in Europe depend on an equitable solution of its problems much 
more that people in the Western countries believe. Herbert van 
Leisen's book, written in French, is of special importance because 
he approaches them with unprejudiced eyes and an honest 
determination to understand them.

Herbert van Leisen visited Hungary immediately after the 
Vienna Award was pronounced, when he travelled through the 
towns and villages of Transylvania and spoke with Tran
sylvanian politicians, journalists and simple peasants. He 
saw Northern Transylvania's metamorphosis after its restoration 
to the mother-country, that in practically a few days it threw 
off all the oriental characteristics superimposed upon it by the 
twenty years of Rumanian rule, to become again an outpost of 
Hungarian culture and European civilization.

The members of the great reading public, whose heads 
begin to resemble encyclopedias of geographical names and
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historical dates, are loth to take up any that broaches new 
problems or presents old ones in a new light. It is the task of 
the conscientious journalist to present his problems in a way 
that provides interesting reading for the general public and 
sufficient material for experts. Van Leisen is a very conscientious 
journalist, for his book is interesting as a romance yet contains 
as great a wealth of data for experts as any of the most serious 
scientific works on Transylvania. He minutely describes the 
historical and economic aspects of that region, the peoples 
inhabiting it, their relations with one another, and the history of 
their settlement there. He does not refute the false historical 
theories about Transylvania which have done so much to poison 
the atmosphere of Europe; he merely establishes facts on the 
basis of what has been said on the subject by serious scholars 
and famous European authorities. He describes how Transylvania 
was conquered by the Magyars, tells the history of the Szeklers, 
— a branch of the Magyar nation, — relates how at the end 
of the twelfth century the Saxons came to settle there and later on 
the Swabians, and how in the same century the Rumanians, a 
primitive pastoral folk, filtered into the country, taking 
possession of the villages ravaged by the Turks, where they 
increased in number until finally they overran the whole of 
Transylvania.

The author of this splendid book sums up his conclusions. 
in a short quotation from Jacques Bainville which might pass for 
an apt description of Van Leisen's own conception of Hungary, a 
country that he himself cannot picture except as established on the 
foundation of St. Stephen's Realm. "Ethnographic frontiers con
stantly change and are unstable because of differences of race, 
language and religion. As for strategic frontiers, they are illusory 
unless there is a line of defence protected by organized forces 
behind them." Then, also in the words of Bainville, the great 
French historian, he continues as follows: — ,.Despite her disaster 
Hungary is blessed with strong national feeling and a resolute 
will. The small and middle-sized countries around her may well 
be uneasy, and it cannot be to the interest of any Great Power 
to oppose the rise and progress of the Hungarian nation."

G. R.
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