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We have already reported that a census of the population 
is being taken at present in Slovakia. Mention has also been 
made of the disturbances, the nationality complications caused, 
or rather brought to the surface, by that census. The nationalities 
in Slovakia declared that they were separate racial groups, and 
this led M. Mach, Minister for the Interior, and M. Mur gas, Pro
paganda Minister, to issue statements threatening dire conse
quences if the Habans, an ancient German people, dared to 
register as belonging to the German racial community. To these, 
statements Herr Karmasin, leader of the Germans of Slovakia, 
replied. In extremely pointed terms he told the Slovak politicians 
that the Germans of Slovakia laid claim to every avowed German 
in the country, even to those who did not absolutely conform to 
the German racial character.

These complications have all arisen from the principles on 
which the Slovak census was based. Let us see what these prin
ciples were. The first was that everyone belongs to the nation
ality of which he declares himself to be a member. This is a 
natural right, for if there is anything that cannot be forced on 
people, it is their nationality. But what happened in Slovakia? 
Seeing that from the very outset the Germans of Slovakia were 
the most-favoured racial group, what happened was that a 
number of persons who did not absolutely conform to the German 
racial character professed to be Germans. This was the reason 
why the Minister for the Interior and the Propaganda Minister 
made those statements threatening the Habans. In their statements 
they invoked what they called the "objective census principle", and 
then endeavoured to enforce it by means of threats. According 
to the teachings of demography, that principle should be con
strued as meaning that nationality characteristics are determined 
not merely by subjective data (e. g. the statements of the persons 
concerned), but also by objective criteria. An objective criterion 
of this sort is the mother-tongue. If now we study the complica
tion that have arisen in connection with the Slovak census, we 
shall see that the Slovak politicians would have liked to run 
with the hare and hunt with the hounds. They made nationality 
dependent on the statements of the persons concerned. By doing 
so they thought that with the aid of propaganda they would 
induce the vacillating elements to declare themselves Slovaks.
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This is borne out by the active way M. Charles Murgas threw 
himself into the work of preparation for the census. When, how
ever, they realized that a census based on the statements of the 
persons enumerated gave the mixed elements an opportunity of 
registering as non-Slovak nationals, they would fain have en
forced the "objective census principle’’, and were soon at cross
purposes with themselves. With one hand, they gave the 
enumerated freedom of choice, but when the latter began to take 
full advantage of that privilege, they tried to deprive them of 
it with the other hand. No wonder that Herr Karmasin, Count 
John Esterhazy and Bishop Gojdics, leaders respectively of the 
Germans, Magyars and Ruthenians of Slovakia, took every 
opportunity of protesting against this double-dealing.

A census was also taken in another country of Central 
Europe —  in Hungary. If we examine the fundamental principles 
of the Hungarian census and the attacks launched on it by the 
Slovak Press, all that took place in Slovakia in connection with 
the Slovak census will appear in an even more curious light.

The Hungarian census was fair to the minorities.
What were the fundamental principles of the Hungarian 

census? In accordance with age-old traditions, the Hungarian 
census naturally allowed every person absolute freedom to act on 
his own convictions when stating to which nationality he belongs. 
Every Hungarian census hitherto taken, from the first to the last, 
has granted this right to every inhabitant of the country. At the 
same time control is exercised to prevent the enumerated abusing 
this liberty in any way.

How is this achieved? The census papers contain two spaces 
to be filled with answers to the following questions about nation
ality. The first question is “What is your mothertongue?" the 
second, “ To what nationality do you belong?” What is cleared 
up by the answers to these questions? Let us see what possibili
ties present themselves. It may happen that the answer to both 
questions is “ Magyar", In that case the person concerned may 
be considered a hundred per cent. Magyar. These are the true- 
born elements, of which it may be established that the objective 
and subjective criteria are in complete accord where the question 
of nationality is concerned. But it may also happen that a man 
who states that his mother-tongue is Magyar declares that he 
belongs to a non-Magyar nationality. Here we have a person 
who, though his mother-tongue is Magyar, has grown up in the 
cultural and social atmosphere of some other nationality. In such 
cases the Hungarian census, with liberal generosity, allows people 
whose mother-tongue is Magyar to declare themselves members 
of a non-Magyar nationality.

Of all the nationalities in Hungary it is the German minority 
that at the present census reaps the greatest benefit from this 
measure.
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Another thing that may happen is that a man declares him
self to be of Magyar nationality, but states that his mother-tongue 
is not Hungarian. This is usually the case with people who did 
not begin their lives in Hungarian surroundings and whose first 
language was not Hungarian, but whose ideology and sympathies 
have become, or are on the way to becoming, Hungarian in their 
present social, cultural and political environment. As we see, 
the Hungarian census metes out the same treatment to all mid 
sundry, be they Magyars or people belonging to other nationa
lities.

The basic principles of the Hungarian census are in accord
ance with our ancient traditions.

It is incomprehensible why the principles on which the 
Hungarian census was based should have raised such a storm 
in Slovak nationalist Press. The Slovak newspapers evidently 
did not understand them because they were so different from the 
principles that the Slovak census and the Slovak Press andeav- 
oured to enforce. It is worthy of note that the nationalities in 
Slovakia took up arms for the enforcement of the very principles 
on which the Hungarian census was conducted. In other words: 
while in Slovakia the nationalities had to fight hard in order to 
ensure that their separate existence should be registered by the 
present census, Hungary, with a noble gesture, herself hastened 
to give her nationalities every opportunity of documenting their 
independent national status.

The Slovak nationalist Press could not, and cannot, under
stand how it is possible, especially in Central Europe, that there 
are cases when nationality and language do not of necessity mean 
the same thing. This is something that the nationalistic ideology, 
the ambition of which is to ensure the absolute domination of 
one nationality, cannot in the nature of things understand or 
admit. The strife that arose in Slovakia, though it seemed to be 
concerned with abstract principles, thus most clearly shows that 
the Slovaks would like to be sole masters of the country. In 
contrast to this the Hungarian census was conducted on the prin
ciple of equality, without which a peaceful symbiosis of the 
nations and nationalities in Central Europe will always remain 
a vain hope.

Numerous articles dealing with St. Stephen’s conception of 
the political State have appeared in this periodical. The principles 
that found expression during the present Hungarian census were 
the same as St. Stephen's principles of government. By this we 
mean that the present Hungarian census was conducted in 
accordance with traditions of a thousand years’ standing. It is 
natural that a country dating from yesterday finds these prin
ciples hard to understand, but understood they must be if 
Slovakia does not wish to endanger her own peace and the peace 
of her Central European neighbours.
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