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The focus of interest of the minorities in Yugoslavia — 
in number, even according to official Yugoslav sta
tistics, 2.600.000 or 2.700.000 —  is still the series of 

important privileges lately granted to the German minority 
and the Treaty of Friendship concluded on 12th December 
last between Hungary and that country. In connection with 
that Treaty M. George Bakacs-Bessenyei, Hungarian Minis
ter in Belgrade, gave expression in a statement published in 
the January 1st issue of the Ujvidek "Reggeli Ujsag” to the 
hope that the leaders of Yugoslav politics would certainly 
find means of ensuring that the frequently invoked principle 
of equality should be able to assert itself fully in Jugoslav 
minority politics.

Very interesting comments on the Treaty were made by 
M. Koshutich, vice-president of the Croat Peasant Party in 
a statement published in the “A  Nep” , a Hungarian daily 
appearing in Zagreb. Amongst other things M. Koshutich 
said: —  “ Croatia welcomes with extreme satisfaction the 
Treaty of Friendship concluded with Hungary. This has 
already been expressed by Dr. Matchek, leader of the Croat 
people, in a well-known statement voicing the opinions and 
feelings of the entire Croat nation. Providence has ordained 
that our people should be neighbours in this part of Europe, 
where by the sweat of their brow they produce bread not 
only for themselves, but for other countries too. The 
history of a common past witnesses to the fact that we have 
suffered much in defence of our own nations and countries 
and made many sacrifices for Europe as a whole. . . Our 
work would be incomplete were we to neglect the develop
ment of a reciprocal cultural activity. . . Actuated by this 
conviction, as soon as we were in a position to do so, we
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feimmediately set about realizing in Croatia tn^r;,prin&bles of 
the Croat Peasant Party. Of our own accord, withoutJinyone 
having asked us to do so, we more than readily allowed our 
fellow-citizens of Magyar nationality a free hand in the work 
of cultural organization. We, as is well known, set an 
example by approving the statutes of the Hungarian Cultural 
Society of the Banate of Croatia and by allowing that society 
to function. Hungarian elementary education for Magyar 
children has been introduced and is being made more ex
tensive. We are glad to say that in all the villages inhabited 
by Magyars the people show a great interest in and loyalty 
towards their own national culture. We hope that this situa
tion and these conditions will prove of benefit to the Croats 
living in Hungary" (A Nep, Jan. 11.) Our only comment 
on M. Koshutich's statement is that by granting these 
“ concessions” , better said by recognizing the rights guaran
teed to the Hungarian racial minority in the Yugoslav Consti
tution and the minority treaties and allowing the Magyars, 
to a certain extent at least, to exercise them, the Croatian 
Peasant Party has made reparation for the shortcomings and 
mistakes of the past two decades, and has delivered —  we 
hope once and for all —  the some 65 or 70 thousand Ma
gyars living in the Banate out of a state of civil disability. 
We would also say that M. Matchek’s sage initiative most 
certainly exerted a decisive influence on Belgrade’s minority 
policy, as we see from the fact amongst others that the Go
vernment has permitted the formation of a Hungarian Cul
tural Association in the rest of Yugoslavia too. Another 
thing, however, that must be mentioned is that the statutes 
of this Hungarian Cultural Association, which was formed 
on the 24th of November, have not yet been approved by 
the Ministry, although when these lines are being written 
fully two months have elapsed since its formation.

In the auspicious atmosphere created by the Treaty of 
Friendship an agreement was concluded by Yugoslavia and 
Hungary in terms of which, on 21st December, the two States 
exchanged quite a considerable proportion of their political 
prisoners.

In the sphere of culture a reciprocal approach was fur
thered by the decision in December of the Committee of
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the Hungarian Pen Club to award the three medals for 1940 
to three Yugoslav translators of Emery Madach's imperisha
ble work “The Tragedy of Man". Two of them were Serbs, 
the third was a Slovene. Partly to the Treaty, but in as 
great measure at least to the wisdom, understanding and 
reasonableness of the leaders of the Croat people may be 
ascribed the welcome circumstance that Hungarian credit 
co-operatives were founded in the nine Magyar villages of 
the Banate at the end of the year and that later in the 
winter and in the coming spring free courses of instruction 
for their members are to be arranged by the Zagreb central 
organization of the Croat agricultural co-operative societies. 
Provided that these nine co-operatives and any further Hun
garian credit or other co-operative societies that may be 
formed in the Banate of Croatia are allowed to retain their 
Magyar character and Magyar management, this movement, 
—  for so many years no more than a pium desiderium, — 
which was launched with the benevolent support of the Croat 
authorities must be regarded as of very great significance, 
for on its success to a great extent depend the economic 
prosperity and independence of the Hungarian minority.

The formation on 15th December of the local branch of 
the Hungarian Cultural Society of the Banate of Croatia at 
Eszek and the opening of a sub-department of the Hungarian 
Reading Circle at Nagyfeny on 22nd December must be 
regarded as two further stages in the work of organizing the 
Magyars of Yugoslavia. The same applies to the opening on 
22nd December of a new reading-room as a sub-department 
of the Hungarian Reading Circle of Szabadka.

Two other examples of reawakened energy, increasing 
readiness for action and businesslike organization are af
forded by the movements launched practically simulta
neously by the leaders of the Magyar minority in Szabadka 
(Subotica) and Ujvidek (Novisad). Namely, the Magyars of 
Szabadka demand a number of seats on the Municipal 
Council proportionate to their numerical strength, and have 
also tendered a request that the second vice-mayoral post 
about to be organized should be given to a Magyar. In the 
past demands of this nature —  which are no more than na
tural and legitimate —  would have raised a storm of pro-
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tests in Serb and Bunyevatz circles; now, however, —  and 
this is perhaps one of the things that most clearly show the 
change for the better wrought by the Treaty of Friendship 
—  the leaders of the Serb and Bunyevatz citizens of Sza- 
badka heard the request and the legitimate demands of the
45.000 Magyar inhabitants with an astonishing measure of 
understanding. On 5th and 12th January the Szabadka 
"Naplo" published the relevant-statements made by the Serb 
and Bunyevatz leaders, the most characteristic of which are 
given below as examples. In the course of an interview the 
Mayor, Dr. Lipozenchitz, said to the correspondent of the 
“Naplo” : “ It is absolutely necessary that the Magyars
should be given at least one important post in the Munici
pality, for in view of their large numbers we need their 
co-operation badly. Their strength must be reckoned with, 
especially in economy, and we must remember that the Ma
gyars of Szabadka have always behaved loyally. . . The 
Magyar young people speak the official language of the 
country, so that this cannot now be any obstacle to a Magyar 
being Vice-Mayor of the town. A Magyar must be appointed 
Vice-Mayor of Szabadka.“  Szabadka (Subotica) has 105.000 
inhabitants, and is therefore the third largest town in the 
country. The short statement made by M. Marko Juritch, 
former member of the Skupshtina, ran as follows: —  “ Either 
there is friendship between us or there is not. But even if 
a treaty of friendship did not exist between Yugoslavia and 
Hungary, there are so many Magyars in Szabadka that 
nothing is more natural than their request that a Magyar 
should be appointed Vice-Mayor of the town.”  Worthy of 
special notice is the following statement made by Senator 
Djido Vukovitch, former leader of the Bacska section of 
the Croat Peasant Party: —  “ The Magyars must be granted 
all that is their due . .  . We Croats (namely the Bunyevatz 
and Shokatz people and a few true Croats in the Voivodina. 
Ed.) and Magyars must fight shoulder to shoulder for human 
liberty and social justice . .. The Magyar electors will know 
who were to blame for their inability to assert themselves in 
public life and they also know whom they can trust and how 
far they can trust them. . . "  M. Rada Lungulor, a former 
Serb member of the Skupshtina and president of the provin
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cial Narodna Odbrana organization said amongst other 
things: —  .The question of a Magyar Vice-Mayor ought 
io be settled along with all the rest of the questions at 
issue. In my opinion its solution must precede all thoughts 
of serious, and constructive Municipal politics . .

Such and similar statements made by Serb, Bunyevatz 
and Croat politicians in connection with the demands of the 
Magyars of Szabadka are eloquent of the radical change 
that has taken place in the opinions and views held by the 
Serb and Croat intelligentsia, thanks to the political and 
military events of the past eighteen months. A  few years ago 
such reasonable statements, however natural they would have 
appeared to all people with a sense of justice, would have 
been condemned as treason, not only by the clamorous ultra
nationalists, but also by the more serious elements of the 
population.

Almost simultaneously with the Magyars of Szabadka, 
the leaders of the Magyars in Ujvidek (Novisad) stepped 
into action, headed by Louis Horvath, a Calvinist minister 
and a retired manufacturer named Izor Achs. M. Achs was 
sent by the Committee to speak with M. Branko Kijurina, 
the Ban of the Danube Banate, and submit to him the wishes 
of the Magyars of Ujvidek, which for the present consists 
merely of a request that the Magyars, who form more than 
one-third of the population of that town should receive a 
number of seats on the Municipal Council (appointed, not 
elected) in accordance with their numerical proportion, and 
that in future a reasonnable number of Magyar officials 
should be employed in the Municipal offices. As things stand 
today, only 3 of the 50 appointed members of the Municipal 
Council are Magyars, and scarcely a single official or em
ployee of Magyar nationality is to be found in the Municipal 
offices. The Ban promised his support and told M. Achs 
to submit the demands of the Magyars in a written form, 
which he would present to Premier Tsvetkovitch. We shall 
soon know whether anything comes of this action on the part 
of the Magyars of Ujvidek and whether their legitimate 
demands are going to be granted.

Since our last report all that has taken place in connec
tion with the educational grievances so often aired is that
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thanks to the insistence of Dr. Leo Deak, one of the most 
agile leaders of the Hungarian minority, a parallel Hungarian 
section, which had been promised months ago, has fi
nally been opened in the State elementary school at Szond 
(Sonta), a village in the Bacska. In the four schools belong
ing to the group of outlying farms around the town of Zenta, 
there is still no teacher of Magyar nationality or even one 
who can speak Hungarian. Consequently over 200 Magyar 
children are not receiving any elementary education. Having 
repeatedly made representations, the parents of these chil
dren recently again submitted a petiton asking the leaders 
of the Magyar minority to take energetic steps to obtain a 
redress of this grievance. Another great grievance of the 
Zenta Magyars is that for five years now there has been 
no Roman Catholic religious instruction in the local four- 
class secondary school. Everybody knows that the reason is 
that the Minister of Education has not yet approved the 
appointment of the new religion teacher nominated by the 
Roman Catholic Bishop, the Rt. Rev. M. Budamovitch. That 
there are many difficulties in connection with the establish
ment of the promised Hungarian departments in the elemen
tary schools may be gathered from the case of the Magyars 
of Nagybikacs (Bikatch) in the County of Torontal, who, on 
8th January, sent a delegation to Senator Dr. Emery Va- 
rady, begging him to persuade the Minister of Education to 
open a parallel Hungarian section for the 38 Magyar 
scholars who against their parents’ wishes had been forced 
to attend the Serb elementary school.

As the above enumerated instances indicate, the ten
dency in the field of minority politics is still to deal with 
single cases, yet the only way to ensure internal peace and 
reconciliation would be by effecting a well-considered, ra
dical and —  most important of all —  institutional settlement 
of the minority question.
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