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Rumania’s political and social life today is charac
terized by an atmosphere of the greatest tension. 
The Rumanian people, who have a strain of mysti

cism in their nature, regard the calamitous earthquake as 
the direct continuation of the political tragedy of 1940, its 
natural curtain, and a miraculous and inscrutable dispensa
tion of blind fate.

In the third month of its rule the Antonescu Govern
ment is still struggling with internal difficulties. Behind the 
scenes the Party is split by differences, which in part owe 
their origin to the deterioration of the economic situation and 
soaring prices. Fresh embargoes have been placed on the 
export of foodstuffs. From 16th November on, for instance, 
a special ban was pronounced on the exportation of 
butter and cheese. In the latter half of November the Bu
charest Exchange was closed for 4 days because of the great 
slump, particularly in oil and industrial shares and State 
bonds. The members of the Legionist movement are dissa
tisfied with Antonescu s Government, because in their 
opinion the enemies of the Iron Guard are being too leni
ently dealt with, and this although the Government is mak
ing every effort to discover all the irregularities and illegali
ties committed in the past years, and is bringing to trial and 
holding in arrest former politicians and Ministers. Within 
the Iron Guard movement three trends are striving to get 
the upper hand. The middle trend is represented by Sima 
Horia, deputy Premier. The extreme Left wing's programme 
consists of social aims, while the extreme Right has taken
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•revision for its slogan. This disunion first manifested itself 
in an attempt at a coup d’Etat the object of which on the 
part of malcontents was, by exploiting the great popularity 
of the murdered Codreanu's father, to have Sima Horia set 
aside and acquire control themselves. This attempt led to 
a pitched battle in front of the Green House in Bucharest, 
and ended in the unruly leaders of the malcontents, amongst 
others a priest named Dumitrescu Borsa and two others 
named George Ciorocaru and Dumitrescu Zada being thrown 
out of the Iron Guard and placed under arrest.

These preliminaries were followed by the bloody events 
that have shocked the world, in the course of which a former 
Prime Minister, another Minister, and several men who had 
played prominent roles in the past became the victims of 
the reprisals instituted by the Iron Guards. The most charac
teristic incident was certainly the assassination of M. Jorga, 
of that Jorga whose name was the best known in foreign 
countries, who, setting aside historical truths and deliberately 
falsifying scientific data, devoted his great erudition and 
his whole life to preaching the false theory of the Daco- 
Roman origin of the Rumanian nation and glorifying its 
historical mission and "cultural superiority” , only to fall a 
victim to that "cultural superiority" in the end. No one can 
foretell where this chaotic situation, which with a little exag
geration might be described as a state of bellum omnium 
contra omnes, is likely to end. From Hungary's point of 
view the most important side of it is that at the celebrations 
held after the assassinations at Gyulafehervar on 1st De
cember, Antonescu and Sima Horia made statements in 
their speeches that were wholly incompatible with the com
mitments given by Rumania in the Vienna Agreement.

Hungary, namely, takes her obligations very seriously. 
She has made and is making sacrifices for peace, and has 
joined the Three Power Pact with great enthusiasm, con
vinced that by doing so she is contributing towards the 
establishment of lasting peace in South Eastern Europe. As 
in the past, so today Hungary considers it a task of the

14



LATEST DEVELOPMENTS IN RUMANIA'S POLICY

greatest importance to maintain peace and develop good, 
neighbourly relations with the surrounding States, and she 
takes her duties in this respect very seriously. Rumania 
does not: Rumania also joined the Three Power Pact on 
23rd November, but we see no signs of any attempt to muz
zle the offensive anti-Hungarian propaganda in the Press 
and in public statesments. On 24th November, for instance, 
at the annual meeting of the Astra, a Rumanian cultural as
sociation, held in Negyszeben, at which the Chancellor of 
the University, priests and other distinguished men were 
present, Preda, the vice-president of the association, took 
the opportunity to mention in his speech the atrocities said 
to have been perpetrated by the Hungarian troops in Tran
sylvania, laying particular stress on the bad way the Hunga
rian officers treated the Rumanian priests, etc. Preda went 
so far as to criticise openly the Vienna Award, saying that 
thanks to it "part of Transylvania has come under the 
rule of a deadly enemy.”

The Holy Synod has also expressed its condemnation 
of the new frontiers between Rumania and Hungary, and 
has done so in a tone so provocative as to be wholly un
worthy of the highest ecclesiastical body in the Rumanian 
Church. Antonescu’s and Sima Horia's speeches at Gyula- 
fehervar were even more incendiary in tone. Speaking of 
them in the Hungarian Parliament on 3rd December, M. 
Francis Rajniss (Opposition) said: —

"In essence the central point of the Gyulafehervar Ru
manian celebrations was an act calculated to arouse hatred, 
not only of Hungary, but also of the Central Powers united 
by the war, and suggest the idea of reprisals. The leader 
of the National Guard declared that the old frontiers reco
vered 22 years ago with blood and sacrifices had been vio
lated. Everything would have to be done over again" — he 
said — “ to ensure victory in the struggle for territorial in
tegrity." This speech was delivered according to arrangement 
to responsible Rumanian statesmen at an official gathering 
at a time when the ink was scarcely dry on the documents
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of the Vienna Award demanded and accepted by Rumania. 
One commander of the legionaries has made a vow on be
half of the Rumanians that they will never forget their 
sacred frontiers. He has announced Rumania's intention to 
enter into a historical struggle against Hungary, instead of 
honestly observing the spirit of the Vienna Award. Sima 
Horia prated about how the old guard had demolished an 
unjust frontier in 1918. Transylvania —  he cried — was the 
cradle of their race. It may undoubtedly be established that 
his speech was a violation of the promises given by Ruma
nia in the Vienna Award and an overt invitation to flout 
the decision of the Axis Powers.

We are ready to live and die for our rights, and Ru
mania must learn this truth. Hungary's disciplined renuncia
tion and Rumania's greed are incompatible. If Rumania 
cannot understand this she will find herself confronted by 
the whole Hungarian nation, and then Heaven help her!

At the same meeting of Parliament the Hungarian 
Premier stated that he wished to speak about the Gyula- 
fehervar speeches, because at an official meeting the most 
responsible Rumanian statesmen had publicly made revendi- 
cative statements and vows that were an open repudiation 
of the provisions of the Vienna Award. And they had done 
so although in Hungary, where there were many who felt 
sore about certain things affecting themselves, their rela
tives, the tombs of their forefathers and the whole of our 
historical past, not a single word had been said on the sub
ject at public gatherings." I do not even speak of the fact" 
— continued the Premier —  "that no word of complaint was 
spoken in the presence of official persons. But in Ruma
nia opposition to the Vienna Award has been officially 
proclaimed. Because of our friendship with the Axis Po
wers, to whom we owe the Award, our respect for that 
work, which was not easy or undertaken lightly by them, 
our sympathy for their present efforts in a struggle for their 
existence, and above all because of our given word, we 
cannot act in a similar manner. It would go against the

16



LATEST DEVELOPMENTS IN RUMANIA’S POLICY

grain to do so. Seeing, however, that the Rumanian Pre
mier, the Leader, that is to say, of the Rumanian State, 
has clearly said that only his position prevents him from 
saying certain things openly, we raise our voices in protest. 
,We do so calmly but firmly, for we cannot be silent when 
Rumania tries to find a way out of her internal chaos by 
stirring up hatred against Hungary.

“There are many signs to show that the Rumanian mi
nority in Hungary is contented with its lot. How well-con
tented may be gathered from the fact that in a Rumanian 
village the people kissed the hand of the Hungarian mili
tary commander out of gratitude for his just behaviour. 
This is more than mere contentedness. The day after the 
Hungarian army took possession of the restored areas the 
Rumanian bishops and other Rumanian gentlemen were 
asked to meet the Prime Minister of Hungary. Ten or twelve 
days later they were requested to assist in nominating the 
Transylvanian members of the Hungarian Parliament. Noth
ing like that ever happened to the Magyars in Rumania. 
At Kolozsvar I solemnly testified in the presence of the 
Regent that the Rumanian people were capable of being 
good and loyal subjects and of living on friendly terms with 
the Magyars. No such testimony had ever been given about 
the Magyars in Rumania. Special attention must be paid to 
the events that took place in Gyulafehervar, that ancient 
Magyar Episcopal City situated in an area inhabited by 
Magyars.”
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