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The work of linking up the political, cultural and economic 
life of the areas recovered from Rumania, which is progressing 
with great 6lan, has already been attended by a surprising 
measure of success. On 1st October the Premier in his report 
to the Government Party amongst other things said:

“1 visited thirty places in Transylvania, and l can say that 
Hungary’s re-occupation of that territory is a cause for great 
rejoicing, and that the initial work of the State organizations 
deserves the highest praise and confidence in its success. When 
our lorries carrying foodstuffs after the army were returning 
empty, they picked up any Rumanian soldiers who wished to 
go home, and either conveyed them to their destination or took 
them at least 50, 60 or 80 kilometres on their way. This made 
a very good impression. Another thing that created a good 
impression was that the Hungarian army bought what it needed 
instead of requisitioning supplies. What made the greatest 
impression of all, however, was the strength and efficiency of 
our army. In Beszterce, when the Saxons saw our soldiers, I 
heard them say: — “Ungarn hat gearbeitet und ist ein Ordnungs- 
staat” (Hungary has been working; it is an ordered State). I 
can assure you that the State railways functioned excellently, 
as also did the Post Office. The military administration is very 
good too, in some places first-class. Most of the military com
manders are exceptionally efficient.

“Our first task was to supply the economic needs of the 
moment. As regards communications, 48 hours after my last 
visit the Ministry of Commerce had established air services. 
The principal object of these services is to make the people 
of the restored areas lose their feeling of separation and re
moteness. In the first place we shall take steps to establish 
communication with Szeklerland. At Beszterce the plans of a 
normal-gauge railway have been elaborated, this being calculated 
to serve best to connect the whole of Szeklerland with our 
network of railway lines. The building of a normal-gauge rail
way is a mayor task requiring time, but there are other matters 
of a pressing nature that call for urgent attention. For this 
reason we have begun to extend the narrow-gauge railway 
running from Marosvasarhely through Teke in a northerly direc
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tion, 16 kilometres of which is now cut off. When ready this 
will connect Marosvasarhely with Szekelyudvarhely, and we 
shall have at least one line of railway communication with 
Szeklerland. In spite of all difficulties, I shall do my best to 
supply Szeklerland, especially County Udvarhely, with all its 
needs tor the winter, from wheat to shoe-laces. . .

“It is my intention to delegate a commission to study the 
effects of the Land Reform. No land will be taken away from 
Magyar small farmers, or even from Rumanians, who may have 
acquired it by way of the Rumanian Land Reform, if they can 
prove that they obtained possession thereof in a legitimate way 
and by lawful means . . .

"Then there is the nationality question. Our policy is one 
of conciliation. Every nationality will of course automatically 
receive equal rights, whether agreements to that effect are 
concluded or not."

Speaking in Parliament on 3rd October the Premier ampli
fied this last statement as follows: —

"No ethnographical frontier can be drawn in Transylvania. 
New and old settlers in that region are linked together by a 
bond of common interests. The spirit of forgiveness, the readiness 
to forget all the sufferings of the past twentytwo years, which 
we find in everybody, irrespective of rank, party or opinion, 
the sense of belonging to a higher level of civilization provided 
by the nation called to play the leading role, encourage us to 
hope that there will be no discord in future."

Since 3rd October much has been achieved by systematic 
and careful work. The Regent himself, the Premier, and his 
departmental Ministers, have all visited the restored areas 
frequently, in order to gain first-hand knowledge of conditions 
and to direct and supervise the busy activities on foot there.

The railways are functioning perfectly, and in places where 
the new frontier cuts the lines of communication ’bus and air 
services supply the deficiency. The Post office has also esta
blished air mail services, and parachutes are employed to drop 
the mail in the Szekler villages. In order to accelerate the work 
of railway construction a survey of the land is being made 
from the air by means of aerial photography. Commercial and 
industrial life is now in full swing, and credit and insurance 
business has been linked up with the Hungarian organizations.

The Kolozsvar Hungarian University of Sciences was re
established and is to begin work early in November. On 15th 
October all the secondary, board, technical and elementary 
schools were opened. In terms of an Ordinance issued by the 
Minister of Education, children who had completed their sixth 
year by 15th September may attend the elementary schools. 
Pupils if possible are to continue their education in the schools 
where they began it. In the elementary schools Hungarian is to
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be the language of instruction. But where the mother-tongue of 
the population is not Hungarian the children are to receive 
instruction in their own language, while in mixed villages there 
will be parallel classes for Magyar and non-Magyar pupils. 
Provision must certainly be made for the proper teaching of 
the Hungarian language. In secondary and technical schools 
non-Magyar pupils will be taught in their own mother-tongue 
in separate sections or classes. According to the Ordinance, 
elementary education is to be entirely free. Many school ap
pliances have been sent to the returning schools by individuals, 
by schools and particularly by the municipality of Budapest.

On 9th October was formed the Transylvanian Economic 
Council, whose president outlined its tasks as follows: —

“The object of the Economic Council is to unite all Tran
sylvania’s economic institutions with a view to enable them to 
co-operate in uniform economic work in the restored areas. 
Manufacturing industries, the crafts, co-operative societies, the 
Economic Society of Transylvania and the Hungarian insurance 
companies of Transylvania, are all represented on the Council. 
As regards Transylvania’s connection with the National Bank 
of Hungary, reports have already arrived about the results of 
the redemption of the lei notes. These reports state that the 
population of Transylvania had become incredibly impoverished 
during the Rumanian era, so much so that there were whole 
villages, especially Magyar ones, where no lei were exchanged 
for pengo, because the farmers did not possess as much as one 
single 500 lei banknote, the value of which in Hungarian money 
is 16 pengo and a few filler (less than one pound sterling). 
All in all, only five and a half thousand million lei were ex
changed for pengo at the official exchange offices, although 
provision had been made for the exchange of a much larger sum. 
Nothing shows the poverty of the population better then ihe 
fact that on an average this was something less than a hundred 
pengo per capita."

Social insurance has been introduced in the restored areas. 
The crafts are receiving considerable assistance, with special 
benefits in the case of public contracts.

Agriculture in Transylvania suffered greatly from the 
Rumanian administration, which, especially recently, did much 
to ruin the farmers. When the Rumanians evacuated the restored 
areas, they either took all the seed grain with them or des
troyed it. Because of this the Government is to distribute 100 
truckloads of seed for autumn sowing to the Transylvanian 
farmers who have none.

In his expose the Minister of Finance stressed the point 
that the establishment of adequate means of communication in 
Transylvania was an extremely urgent task.: —

"We have already" — he said — "restored the railway
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lines crossing the Trianon frontier, and a narrow-gauge railway 
between Marosvasarhely and Kolozsnagyida will be ready this 
year. We have begun to build the Szeretfalva-Gyalu railway. 
The Szeretfalva-Des railway will be transformed into a trunk 
line. When all this is ready, the Szekler circle railway will be 
completely linked up with the lines of communication in the 
interior of the country. Besides this we have ordered engines 
and railway carriages and bought 'buses, in order to establish 
communication by every means at our disposal."

On 18th October the Prime Minister held a two-days’ 
conference with the leaders of Hungarian life in Transylvania, 
at the close of which, on 21st October, he issued the following 
statement: —

“All the matters that we have discussed during the past 
two days were merely details which had to be settled; their 
settlement, however, does not mean that we have broken the 
back of our difficulties. We must hasten to grow stronger, must 
co-operate better and work harder.”

27


