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umanian public opinion is mainly concerned with the
events that have taken place since 28th June — that
is to say, since the loss of Bessarabia and Northern
Bukovina. Two unsettled problems — the questions of Tran
sylvania and Southern Dobrudja — have been troubling
Rumania since Herr Hitler's conversations in Munich with
the Hungarian statesmen and the visits to Salzburg at the
beginning of August of M. Filov, the Bulgarian Premier, M.
Gigurtu, Rumanian Prime Minister and M. Manoilescu,
Rumanian Foreign Minister. It was only natural that
Rumanian public opinion should have watched with growing
excitement the development of the negotiations at Craiova
with Bulgaria and at Turnu Severin with Hungary. Rumania
is divided into two camps. To the one belong those who
realize that the time to yield has come; to the other those
who cling to the old status quo.
Confusion and chaos prevail in Rumania's internal and
foreign policy alike. The latent Cabinet crisis may materialize
any day. It is rumoured that after the resignation of the
Gigurtu Government an attempt will be made to form a
National Unity Government which would shoulder the
responsibility attendant on the territorial readjustments to
come. M. Maniu and the Iron Guard still continue to fight
against the idea of revision. First on 25th July, then on 7th
August, the leaders of the Iron Guard were received in
audience by King Carol. The spokesman of this delegation
was Simon Horia, ex-Minister of Education, who submitted
to the King a memorandum which is said to have dealt with
the question of the administration of the totalitarian Party
permitted in Rumania. The Iron Guard has also published a
pamphlet stating that Rumania must not surrender Transyl
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vania. Three of its members (M. Budisteanu, Minister of
Education, M. Noveanu, Minister of Supplies, and M. Bideanu,
State Secretary) have been struck off the roll of members
for a breach of discipline. Following this these statesmen
tendered their resignations, which so far have not been
accepted by the King.
Julius Maniu, who was at one time Premier, has drafted
a new national programme, which most definitely rejects the
Hungarian demands. The most important items of this pro
gramme are: 1. The National Unity Government shall be so
appointed that all political shades, from the Iron Guard to*
the Parties of the Left Wing, shall be included; 2. Hungary's
territorial demands must be firmly rejected, since for at least
three months Germany will not permit a war in SouthEastern Europe; 3. Rapprochement with Russia; 4. The
restoration of normal relations with Great Britain and Tur
key. Maniu's anti-revisionist movement has grown stronger
since his conversations with Premier Gigurtu. In the interests
of the Rumanian standpoint he has despatched to Rome,.
Berlin, New York and London a memorandum signed by
himself, George Bratianu and Nicholas Jorga, who share his
views, and by a number of leading Rumanian politicians. The
memorandum was not signed by Alex. Vaida-Voivod, K. C.,
who gave as the reason for his refusal to sign it the ex
planation that he did not wish to take part in a movement
inaugurated without the knowledge of the King and the
Government. This attitude of Alex. Vaida-Voivod’s seems to
confirm the rumour that Maniu's movement is also directed
against the King. For the rest VaidaVoivod in a letter to the
King urges military resistance, and begs His Majesty not to
yield an inch of Transylvanian soil to Hungary.
On one point Vaida-Voivod and Maniu were in agree
ment; namely that a meeting should he convened in Kolozsvdr to discuss the question of autonomy for Transylvania..
A t the last moment that meeting was forbidden by the High
Military Command.
One phase of the Rumanian Government's double-dealing
is that, while professing friendship for the Axis Powers, it
allows a coterie of old Rumanian politicians to pursue a
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policy hostile to Germany and Italy. A t the beginning they
realized that the time to yield had come; but those
August pamphlets were distributed in Bucharest with the
slogan: "Rumania's real friends are the Allies and not
Germany." The text of this pamphlet was also published in
the newspapers, no objections being raised by the censor.
In point of fact a member of the Government, M. Strat,
State Secretary for National Economy, delivered a speech in
Kolozsvar in which, amongst other things, he declared that
the Rumanian people had acquiesced in the loss of Bessarabia
in order that they might be able to retain possession of
Transylvania. “ We shall never under any circumstances
surrender our rights" — said M. Strat.
Besides this, reports that the Rumanians are inciting
the population of Transylvania against Hungary have been
received. It would appear that in their hatred of Hungary
the Rumanians do not see, or do not want to see, the actual
situation clearly. Added to the fulminations of the Ruman:an
Press, the authorities in Transylvania are introducing antiHungarian measures. In Temesvar and Arad a ban has been
placed on the listening-in to any programme (even to music)
from Budapest. In the town of Szalonta nobody may walk
about the streets at night-time. A ll the Szeklers living in
Temesvar have been ordered to leave the town. No steps are
being taken by the Government to put a stop to Communist
organization in Kolozsvar, which is spreading fast day by
day, chiefly among the workmen employed by the Railways,
the Post Office and other State undertakings, or to prevent
numerous Communists from obtaining possession of fire-arms.
Worthy of mention in the welter of
confusion
characterizing Rumania's internal policy is the pamphlet
published by M. George Tatarescu, former Prime Minister,
in connection with the Soviet ultimatum. This pamphlet,
which gives an account of what happened at the time, has
raised a great storm in the Rumanian Press. In a virulent
attack against it M. Pamfil Seicaru, editor-in-chief of
"Curentul", declared that Tatarescu was not willing to wait
for history to justify him, but had hastened to excuse himself,
well knowing that be would be called to account. In another
article “ Curentul" urged that those politicians whose
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behaviour was not compatible with the interests of the State,
should be brought to book.
The people are given information about the repeated
disappointments suffered by Rumanian Government circles.
The first disappointment was that the Axis Powers did not
postpone the solution of the problem of South-Eastern
Europe until the war was over. M. Gafencu, former Minister
for Foreign Affairs, was recently appointed Rumanian Minister
to Moscow, which shows Rumania's desire for a rapproche
ment with Russia. Britain's behaviour has touched Rumania
to the quick. For when the Rumanians expropriated the
British oil shares, Britain replied by confiscating Rumanian
ships. Then at the end of July the British Minister in
Bucharest handed an extremely sharp diplomatic Note to the
Rumanian Government. In this Note Great Britain energeti
cally protested against the Rumanian measures, which gravely
affected British interests, and as a possible reprisal,
mentioned the restriction of Rumanian financial operations,
or a complete financial boycott, perhaps a complete blockade.
Another sign that relations between Rumania and Great
Britain are thoroughly bad is that when M. Viorel Tilea,
Rumanian Minister in London, was recalled because of his
pro-British and anti-German sympathies, and M. Stoica was
appointed in his place, the latter's appointment was not
accepted in London, so that M. Stoica cannot represent King
Carol at the British Court. For the rest, Rumania's behaviour
is described in London as being in keeping with the
traditional Rumanian spirit of opportunism which is always,
ready to side with whichever legions happen to be the
stronger. It is said that the following opinion has been heard
of Rumania: ‘‘Rumania is not a nationality, it is a business.”
The crown of Rumania's double-dealing is the loathsome
way she flatters Germany. The Rumanian Press declares
that friendship with Germany must be maintained even at
the price of sacrifices, and that the need for these sacrifices
must be understood. Then again the Administration ende
avours to create a breach between the Magyars and the
Germans of Rumania. This is borne out by statements made
by the local management of the Kolozsvar branch of the
German Racial Community in Rumania and by the German
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Consul in Nagyvarad, statements which have been published
in the Hungarian Press. On the other hand concessions are
granted to the Germans of Rumania, which, however, are
obviously merely intended to make a good impression in
foreign countries, especially in Germany. Here mention must
be made of the address given on 15th August by M. Nichifor
Crainic, Rumanian Propaganda Minister, before the local
branch of the German-Rumanian Cultural Society in Brasso.
Writing of that address the "Siebenburgisch Deutsches Tageblatt" of 17th August says: "N o Rumanian Minister has ever
spoken to a racial group in this way about the cultural tasks
of the State and the co-operation to be established." To
crown all, in a speech made at the banquet following his
address M. Crainic declared that for his part he did not
regard the Germans of Rumania as a minority. He considered
the expression "minority" an insult, as it merely denoted
quantity.
Even the German Press in Rumania feels that such
gestures as M. Crainic's are made to impress foreign
countries. The "Arader Zeitung", for instance, writing of the
proposed establishment of a German university in Temesvar,
says: "If the leaders of the State, in view of changed con
ditions in Europe, wish to devote more attention to our racial
group here in this country, let them first of all grant us our
most elementary rights. Not, however, by establishing a
German university. For the present we do not require one,
or a German Minister either, although it would be very useful
for propaganda purposes. Instead of a university, we shall
be content to be given a hundred each of German teachers,
village notaries, tax collectors, district medical officers, post
masters, postmen, etc. for the villages where those posts have
been taken from the Germans during the past twenty years."
These were the events that led up to the great political
change which began with the abdication of King Charles and
the coming into power of General Antonescu following the
resignation of M. Gigurtu.
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