
SOLEMN SESSION OF BOTH HOUSES OF 
THE HUNGARIAN PARLIAMENT

PREMIER'S GREAT SPEECH

n 4th September the Hungarian. Premier, Count Paul
Teleki, officially announced in Parliament the resto
ration to the mother-country of a zone on Hungary's 

eastern frontier and of part of Transylvania, All Members of 
both Houses were present. They were in gala dress for the 
occasion and listened to the Premier's speech with enthusiasm 
and with loud acclamation. After a moving opening speech 
by M. Tasnadi Nagy, Speaker of the Lower House, the 
Premier rose to address the House.

He began by saying that the reason why he spoke from 
that place was that twenty years ago he had been forced to 
announce the peace edict of Trianon from the same spot. 
Now he had the pleasure of announcing the abrogation of 
that edict.

"The peace" —  continued the Premier —  “which was 
dictated to us then was an arbitrary peace. The strains of 
the Hungarian Anthem as they surged up behind me in the 
Cupola Chamber then still ring in my ears. Their message 
was that we would never resign ourselves to accepting that 
arbitrary peace. Those strains were our confession of faith. 
And truly, the nation has never acquiesced. Our motto has 
always been: No, no, never! Since that time the nation has 
struggled — struggled from decade to decade — with such 
weapons as were possible. We struggled against those who 
were in power. We sought redress wherever there was any 
hope of its being found, wherever we expected to meet with 
understanding.

“ W e did not meet with understanding from those who 
for twenty years were masters of Europe. Their answer to 
our plea was usually: never, never! They never showed any
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signs of reasonableness. The first to recognize the legitimacy 
of Hungary's demands was the Duce, and when the Axis 
States became the leading Powers in Europe, it was there 
we found understanding, thanks to our old comradeship-in- 
arms and the sympathy linking us to them, and also because 
they made use of their strength for the work of reconstruction, 
instead of expending it on petrifying a state of affairs the 
untenable nature of which was realized even by the Western 
Powers, though they lacked the courage to change it."

The Idea of Hungarian Revision Makes Headway'.

"The idea of Hungarian revision gradually gained pro
minence in the politics of the European Powers, and when 
the States artificially constructed twenty years ago began 
to collapse, a course of events that was in fact but natural 
set in, and dawn broke for Hungary.

“ I venture to assert that the rapidity with which the re
stored areas have returned to Hungary was little short of 
miraculous.

"Afer the restoration of part of Upper Hungary and of 
Subcarpathia, the eyes of the Hungarian nation turned with 
redoubled interest towards Transylvania, the loss of which 
had for twenty years been our bitterest grief.

"When Russia solved her own problem —  very swiftly 
and simply, —  it was only natural that Hungary and Hun
garian public opinion should demand with added force and 
insistence the fulfilment of our national demands. ,We were 
honestly determined to settle the question with reasonable 
deliberation and in a peaceful manner, for in our opinion 
revision was not something out of the question, but something 
possible. We tried to effect an agreement with Rumania by 
negotiation, and this for two reasons: first, in order to
maintain peace in this corner of Europe; secondly, because 
we were convinced that the other Party would appreciate 
the enormous sacrifice the Hungarian nation was prepared 
to make.

“ There is no need to enter into a lengthy account of the 
negotiations. We suggested in good earnest a definite com
promise; we offered to cede to Rumania a large area of about
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30.000 square kilometres where the majority of the inhabitants 
w e Rumanians, but our offer met with no response.“

The Prime Minister then proceeded to explain why the 
Turnu-Severin negotiations had failed and how the award 
by arbitration had taken place. He also outlined the national 
importance of the restored territories.

Hungary Will Ensure Transylvania’s Prosperity and 
Treat All its Inhabitants with Equal Kindness

The Premier stated that adequate economic measures 
would be taken to ensure the prosperity of the returning 
areas. Hungary would continue to fulfil her historical mission 
in the Danube Valley. The Government’s policy was one of 
utmost generosity. All preparations for the inauguration of 
a new Hungarian life were complete. In the first place 
Transylvanians would be given a role to play, especially 
those who had remained there and who, steeled by the ex
periences of the past twenty years, would prove capable of 
governing themselves. This applied also to those whose 
mother-tongue was not Hungarian, but who had lived together 
with the Magyars. All the grievances of the past two decades 
must be forgotten. To build, not to punish, was the aim of 
the Hungarian nation. The Government had taken steps to 
prevent any reprisals of a military or civil nature such as in 
similar situations were apt to occur.

Count Teleki then continued as follows:
"W e owe a debt of gratitude in the first place to the 

Axis Powers (loud applause) for their loyal friendship and 
for their undertaking a difficult and thankless task at a 
time anything but easy for them, when they are engaged in 
a hard struggle. The Axis Powers undertook this task, and 
were able to carry their intentions through; they were suc
cessful in solving a problem so extremely difficult as to 
baffle almost the most expert authorities. They thus helped 
us to regain a considerable part of the lost areas. All thanks 
is also due to the Hungarian nation itself, to every member 
thereof; to those who joined the army willingly and with 
enthusiasm and in even greater measure to those who re
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mained at home and suffered the privations that every nation 
is bound to endure in such times of major effort. The Hun
garian nation willingly endured them.

“I  think 1 may safely say that the results achieved are 
such as to justify rejoicing. The decision which we accepted 
with gratitude will be carried out with the greatest im
partiality.“

In conclusion the Premier sent his greetings to those 
who next morning at seven o'clock were to be received into 
the bosom of the Hungarian nation and to every Hungarian 
outside the new frontiers of Hungary. Count Teleki’s address 
was received with loud applause and cheers. When at long 
last the thunders of applause had subsided, the Members 
of Parliament dispersed after singing the Hungarian National 
Anthem.

COUNT CSAKY’S EXPOSE BEFORE FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS COMMITTEES

On 4th September the Hungarian Foreign Minister deli
vered his expose on the Vienna Award before the 
Foreign Affairs Committees of both Houses of Parlia

ment. He stated that the Award pronounced in Vienna had 
inaugurated a new era, which might well be termed a turn
ing-point in the life of the Hungarian nation. The area 
regained from Rumania was about 45.000 square kilometres 
in extent, with a population of 2.300.000. With this terri
torial addition Hungary had attained the position of a strong 
medium-sized State. The position of the Government had 
not been an easy one. The Government of Soviet Russia had 
set in train a course of events from which Hungary could 
not afford to hold herself aloof, whatever the cost, but at 
the same time she had to be careful to avoid being drawn 
into their vortex in a way that would adversely influence 
the future development of friendly relations between Hun
gary and the Axis Powers. Hungary had been fully prepared 
from a military point of view, but the Government was 
determined not to risk a single life so long as there was 
the faintest hope of achieving results without bloodshed. 
The energetic preparations made by the Hungarian Govern
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ment had had a reassuring effect on the Magyar minority 
in Transylvania, and the Hungarian troops on the Rumanian 
frontier had acted as a check on the Rumanians.

Count Csaky said that in July the representatives of 
the Axis Powers had made no secret of the fact that an 
armed conflict between Hungary and Rumania would be 
inopportune for them, since it would lead to unpredictable 
complications in the Balkans, although at the same time 
they admitted that Hungary's demands were legitimate. 
Events, however, matured in the Axis Powers the realiza
tion that the time had come to act. Here the Foreign Minis
ter outlined the course of the unsuccessful Tumu-Severin 
negotiations and told his listeners how the Hungarian and 
Rumanian Governments had finally accepted the arbitra
tion of the Axis Powers. He then said: —

"History will establish the full significance of the 
Vienna Award. As an undercurrent to the rejoicings of 
those who have returned there is the grief of those (some 
750.000) who remain in Rumania and who long for Hun
garian rule. 1 do not believe that Rumania wishes to make 
their existence and development impossible.”

In the following words Count Csaky gave expression to 
his appreciation of the work of the Axis Powers: —

"Whereas, in order to maintain the hegemony of the 
Western Powers, the Paris Peace Treaties which — perhaps 
unconsciously — actually represented in effect the princi
ples of anarchy, scattered abroad the seeds of strife which 
bade fair to bear the fruit of war at any moment and 
which finally brought about the complete collapse of an 
unnatural system, the constructive policy of the Axis Po
wers was directed towards promoting reconciliation and the 
creation of possibilities of development — in other words, 
towards peace.

"The new German Reich and Italian Empire do not 
merely preach peace; they also strive to establish it on 
surer foundations. For twenty years the entire activity of 
the League of Nations was devoted to making reconcilia
tion and peace impossible, for it was only on the principle 
of "divide et impera” that its masters could maintain their 
supremacy.
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"The Axis Powers have guaranteed Rumania’s terri
torial integrity and the inviolability of her frontiers. From 
a Hungarian point of view their action has made the work 
of several generations easier with their sincere friendship 
and invaluable support."

Hungary's Relations with Rumania.

"The time for peaceful work has come, in the course 
of which we sincerely desire the advent of a new era in 
respect of Hungary’s relations with Rumania. When the 
Rumanians have recovered from the series of painful disap
pointments that have overtaken them, they will discover 
that the new framework of South-Eastern Europe offers 
them many advantages and possibilities. Instead of being an 
empty facade, Rumania may well become a factor of impor
tance among her reliable and strong neighbours. As I said 
to the Rumanian Foreign Minister in the presence of Herr 
von Ribbentrop and Count Ciano, it will not be the fault 
of the Hungarian Government if relations between Rumania 
and Hungary do not improve to the degree of cordiality 
demanded of the two countries by the given circumstances.

"Let the Rumanian minority returning to Hungary and 
the Magyar minority remaining in Rumania be a pledge 
of good relations. We are firmly determined to treat the 
Rumanians of Hungary not merely well, but with a genero
sity that will make them realize in every way that to live 
in loyal symbiosis with the Hungarian nation is to their 
advantage and that it opens out a whole series of possibili
ties of development."

In conclusion Count Csaky announced that a gradual 
demobilization had begun, and on behalf of the Government 
expressed his thanks to all the men who had been mobi
lized.


