
P O L I T I C A L  M O S A I C

• COUNT CSAKY’S EXPOSE CONCERNING MUNICH
DISCUSSIONS

At a meeting of the Foreign Affairs Committee of the 
Hungarian Upper and Lower Houses of Parliament held on 16th 
July, Count Stephen Csaky delivered an expose in which be 
gave the Committee a detailed account of the events preceding 
the Munich visit of the Hungarian Premier, Count Paul Teleki 
and himself — events that reached back over several months. 
He also acquinted the Committee with the subject of the con
versations in Munich, and outlined the probable effects of those 
pourparlers on the international situation. The Minister for 
Foreign Affairs was particularly emphatic in his statement that 
it was absolutely imperative to maintain peace and quiet in South- 
Eastern Europe, the sine qua non of which, however, was that 
the foundations of an equitable and permanent peace must be 
laid. "Our friends" — said Count Csaky — “are in agreement 
with the Hungarian Government on those points. It cannot be 
questioned that we have now reached a height from whence we 
can see the dawn of a fairer future. The Hungarian Government 
hopes that no one will thoughtlessly prevant us from carrying 
out our peaceful intentions, but, should that happen, we are 
prepared to face all eventualities." The Foreign Minister also said 
he considered it impossible that others should not realize that 
important though it was for Hungary to have friendly relations 
with her neighbours, certain other States were prehaps in greater 
need thereof than we were. It was not our wish to inflict incurable 
wounds on any nation; on the contrary, by means of commonsense 
agreements, we desired to secure reliable friends instead of 
intriguing enemies.

Count Csaky then proceeded to give a detailed description 
of Hungary's present relations with Germany, Italy, Yugoslavia, 
Russia and Rumania. In conclusion he pointed out that the 
struggle had hitherto been severe and hard, even if it had been 
a silent one. He emphasized the point that the Government was 
fully aware that we had not won through yet. “ We must be 
prepared” — he said — “to face a series of hard struggles, but 
Hungary is determined to fight them in every field, and will do 
so in agreement with the Powers who have so often helped to 
further our just cause.” Here Count Csaky again expressed the 
Hungarian nation’s gratitude to the Axis Powers.
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HUNGARIAN GOVERNMENT PRESENTS BILL RELATING 
TO SELF-GOVERNMENT OF SUB-CARPATHIA

On July 23rd the Hungarian Government submitted to 
Parliament a Bill relating to the Waywodeship and to the 
autonomy of Sub-Carpathia. In terms of this Bill, which is to 
be shortly discussed officially too, effect is to be given to the 
longcherished desire of the people of Sub-Carpathia which the 
Czecho-Slovak regime did indeed promise to fulfil but never 
granted in fact. The Bill in question, while ensuring the unity of 
the Hungarian State, is to establish a far-reaching autonomy in 
every respect conforming with the legitimate wishes of the loyal 
people of Sub-Carpathia — and above all of Rakoczi’ “gens 
fidelissima”, the Ruthenians. At the same time the Government 
submitted to Parliament another Bill qualifying as a crime liable 
to the severest punishment all ridicule of the non-Magyar 
nationalities and all and every offence to the sensibility of those 
nationalities.

THE RUMANIAN QUESTION IN THE INTERNATIONAL
PRESS

In this article we give a number of quotations and extracts 
from the presses of varions countries, in the light of which it will 
be possible to form a correct opinion of the Rumanian question. 
No comments have been added.

Belgrade, July 11. The "Slovenec” , the organ of M. Koroshetz, 
Minister for Education, which appears in Ljubljana, writes that 
the Pan-Rumania idea is not more than twenty years old. 
Objective research has proved that the Rumanians are not the 
direct descendents of the Romans, and that it was only in the 
thirteenth century, during their wanderings in the Balkans, that 
they crossed the line of the Carpathians. The links indispensable 
to political unity were lacking between Transylvania, Bessarabia, 
the Dobrudja, Bukovina, Moldavia and Wallachia, which were 
united by the Great Powers and in each of which the autochthonous 
populations were to the fore both from a cultural and nationality 
point of view. It was only in Old Rumania (the Regat) that the 
Rumanian elements were compact or had any sense of a national 
vocation. It was true that in Transylvania the Rumanians 
represented 60% of the population, but from a cultural point of 
view the Magyars and Germans were of greater importance. In 
the Dobrudja, which is practically unanimous in its desire to be 
reunited to Bulgaria, the population is quite as mixed as in 
Rumania. Today it is evident that Rumania will not be able to 
retain possession of the Dobrudja and of the Magyars of Transyl
vania for any length of time; the only question is when the change 
will take place. The only parts that can remain together are
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Moldavia and Wallachia, where an independent Rumanian 
political life has been in existence for 80 years.

Rome, July 11. Signor Ansaldo, editor- in-chief of “Telegrafo". 
writes as follows: For some time back the Hungarian Government 
has been expressing a desire to discuss the situation with the 
leading politicians of the Axis Powers, who have now decided 
to comply with that wish. The Hungarians are proud to be able 
to state that the Axis Powers are showing every consideration 
for Hungary's situation, and are studying it with the greatest 
goodwill. It is. certainly a very delicate situation. For twenty 
years Hungary has been waiting impatiently for a favourable 
political movement that would enable her to regain the territories 
wrested form her by Trianon. The one aim of all Hungarians has 
been to recover the essential party of the Realm of St. Stephen, 
which for every Hungarian has come to be the symbol of earthly 
happiness. It was this hope that sustained the middle-aged 
generations for twenty years, comforted the old people approching 
the grave, and gave to the lives of the youths growing up between 
the Danube and the Tisza. And now it seemed as though the 
long-awaited favourable moment had arrived. Germany and Italy 
had broken down the old frontiers one after the other and had 
turned over the ramshackle building of Versailles. May more, last 
November Russia reached the Carpathians and was now stretching 
out her hands towards Bessarabia. The Hungarians felt that when 
thrones were collapsing and Empires tottering it was the moment 
to take advantage of the situation, and impatiently urged their 
Government to have the courage to act. In particular Russia's 
occupation of Bessarabia made a deep impression and fanned the 
ardent spirit of the brave Hungarian soldiers. Today millions 
of people living between the Danube and the Carpathians are 
asking the question: what are we Hungarians waiting for? In 
this situation it was only natural that the Hungarian Government 
should seek an opportunity to meet the responsible political 
leaders of the Axis Powers. The leading politicians of those 
Powers thanked the Hungarian Government for the circumspection 
and calmness displayed during the past ten critical days. 
Naturally to these thanks was added the assurance — made 
particularly solemn by the presence of Herr Hitler, Fuehrer and 
Chancellor — that Germany and Italy sympathized with Hungary 
in her slims and greatly appreciated the fact that the country had 
made such great sacrifices in waiting at attention. The Hungary of 
ardent young patriots may safely trust Italy and Germany, who are 
now the arbiters of the Continent. In the new Europe which will 
be constructed by the Axis Powers Hungary will have a place 
worthy of her ancient traditions and cultural importance.

Rome, July 12. In the “Giomale d'ltalia'' Signor Virginio 
Gayda writes: — A fresh clarification of Hungary’s position and 
of the South-Eastern European question has ensued in Berlin and
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Munich. There is no question but that when a new European 
order is established on the principle of justice, Hungary will 
deserve special consideration. Nor can it be questioned that the 
treatment accorded to Hungary by the Axis Powers will be of a 
friendly nature. There is no doubt that when her problems and 
those of a new Europe are being solved with unbiassed justice, 
Hungary will be present and can count on the goodwill of those 
friendly nations whose task it will be to establish justice in 
Europe.

Rome, July 12. In an article entitled "Hungary and Europe” 
the "Tribuna” says: At the Munich meeting it became clear 1. that 
the Axis Powers are convinced that justice must be done to 
Hungary in the course of European readjustment, 2. that the 
rights of the Hungarian nation are of primary importance, 3. that 
Italy and Germany have not forgotten and will not forget the 
great mission devolving upon a strong Hungary in one of the 
most important parts of Europe.

Geneva, July 13. The "Journal de Geneve” has published a 
fairly long article from the pen of its editor-in-chief entitled 
"Waiting Hungary”. In the introductory passages the author 
establishes that the Hungarians, whose national ambitions are well 
known, have never acquisced in the loss of Transylvania. Later 
on, in connection with the Munich conversations he states that 
the representatives of the Axis Powers have recognized the 
legitimate character of Hungary's revisionist claims, the satis
faction of which will entail great changes in the Balkans. The 
justice of Hungary's demands has been recognized by those 
statesman who will be the future masters of the European 
Continent.

Milan, July 13. "Relazioni Internazionali” amongst other 
things declares that the problems of Central Europe and the 
Balkans were also discussed during the Munich pourparlers. In 
those spheres an important advance has been made, in the 
direction of justice, especially since the Vienna Award, but the 
steps that have been taken are not enough. Clarifying and decisive 
solutions are required. Hungary — says "Relazioni Internazio
nali'' has been a loyal friend to the Axis Powers. She has placed 
her trust in time. She has been ready to make sacrifices and has 
refrained from any step likely to endanger peace. Hungary has 
given proofs of her good faith by sincerely trying to approach 
her neighbours. It is not her fault that the latter did not meet her 
demands in a spirit of goodwill — as they ought to have done. 
On the other hand it cannot be questioned that in the near future 
that spirit of good will gain the upper hand, and that a new and 
equitable balance will be established in the Balkans.

New York, July 13. The Berlin and Rome correspondents 
of the “New York Times” lay stress on the point that the satis
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faction of Hungary’ legitimate demands was promised in Munich. 
The leading article, writing of the Munich meeting, emphatically 
declares that Hungary's claim to Transylvania ranks the same 
as Germany's to the Sudeten areas. Transylvania had formerly 
belonged to Hungary.

Berlin, July 13. Marshal Goring's organ, the "Essener Natio- 
nalzeitung", in an article entitled "The Reconstruction of Europe 
Bigans”, amongst other things says: It is in keeping with the 
traditional and well-tried trend of Hungary's policy that at a time 
when the foundations of a new Europe are beginning to be laid, 
her leading statesmen should first of all turn to her neighbour, 
the Great German nation, with a view to discussing with the 
Head of the Reich the vital questions concerning Hungary. 
Hungary is as fully aware as are all the States of South-Eastern 
Europe that the Axis Powers desire economic stability in that 
region as the sine qua non of prosperity there, and that our ende
avour is to establish friendly relations between all the South- 
Eastern countries a result that can be achieved only if the 
present differences are eliminated in a peaceful manner.

Berlin, July 12. In an article on "Relief in South-Eastern 
Europe" the “Berliner Borsenzeitung” inter alia says: The most 
important result of the Berlin and Munich conversations is the 
conviction that has gained ground throughout the whole of 
South-Eastern Europe that a readjustment is bound to come. It 
is naturally expected that in the course of this European read
justment much will be changed and improved in the Balkans. 
This conviction has brought in its wake relief, born of a recogni
tion of the fact that all those changes will take place in a peaceful 
manner. Everybody knows that certain territorial changes are 
inevitable. No one, of course, knows yet the extent of those 
future readjustments or what problems, hitherto often only 
theoretically discussed, are likely to emerge and be solved in the 
course of European reconstruction.

Stockholm, July 17. In one of its numbers the Copenhagen 
“Politiken" publishes a report from Rome which states that the 
reunion of Hungary and Transylvania, which has always been 
regarded with sympathy by Italy and Germany, has now become 
a certainty, a positive part of those countries’ peace aims.

The "Stockholms Tidningen” stresses the point that as a 
wheat-growing country Hungary will occupy a prominent position 
in the new economic system. Hungary therefore has every reason 
to hope that her future role in Europe will be a satisfactory one.
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HUNGARIAN PARLIAMENT DECIDES TO CREATE A 
FOUNDATION FOR THE PROTECTION OF FAMILY LIFE 

AND OF THE PEASANTRY
On 13th July the Hungarian Upper House unanimously passed 

a Bill providing for the creation of a foundation for the protection 
of family life and of the peasantry which was also unanimously 
passed by the Lower House. According to that Bill, 27% of the 
State dues and a surtax for the purpose are to provide the funds 
needed to assist large families, subsidize other families — chiefly 
those of the agricultural classes — whose subsistance is 
threatened, to further the institutional organization of child- 
welfare and to help those about to marry, or couples with large 
families, to create an independent economic existence for them
selves. At least 28,000.000 pengo must be paid into this foundation 
this year; in 1941 at least 41,000.000 and 46,000.000 in 1942. 
During the debate in the Upper House M. Francis Keresztes- 
Fischer, Minister of the Interior, said:

“The foundamental idea underlying the present social evolu
tion is that it is not private interests that are important; public 
interests are what is important, and private interests may not be 
allowed to assert themselves except insofar as they serve the 
public good. Every section of society must awaken to a realization 
of the fact that it is part of a community, and must use its forces 
in the service of that community. People must cease to look 
down on, or up to, their fellows. In every man we must discern 
a brother, a member of the national community just like himself, 
whose value must be judged solely according to his usefulnes to 
the community. The present Bill, which is based on this principle, 
has no intention, however, of doing away with the social 
hierarchy, for that would merely lead to social anarchy. The 
upper classes of society must recognize that is not enough to 
exercise charity, but that it is their duty to participate actively 
in the social work which aims at levelling the social differences 
that threaten to undermine the soundness of the community."
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