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More than once mention has been made in these columns 
of the negotiations between the leaders of the Magyar minority 
in Yugoslavia and the Government respecting a fulfilment of 
legitimate minority demands and a redress of the numerous 
minority grievances. So far the only result of those negotiations 
has been a series of "encouraging" promises, which, however, 
have not been kept. The hackneyed excuse put forward by Serb 
politicians — as “A Nap” (May 11), a weekly organ of the 
Magyar minority now appearing in Zagreb, aptly says — was 
that one of the reasons why the unquestionably legitimate demands 
of the Magyar minority could not be met was that relations be
tween Yugoslavia and Hungary were not such as to justify a 
better treatment of the Magyars in Yugoslavia. It is only of late 
that, thanks to the cultural and economic rapprochement between 
the two countries, Serb politicians have given up this utterly 
untenable attitude, which is wholly at variance with the letter 
and the spirit of the minority treaties, and, departing from the 
policy of empty words, have entered on the only proper path, 
that of a fulfilment of some at least of their promises.

On 15th May, for instance, M. Bozo Maximovitch, Minister 
of Education, issued an Ordinance (No. 26.323) that would appear 
well-calculated to redress one of the most bitter grievances of the 
Magyar minority, provided it is carried out honestly and without 
reservations. This Ordinance, in the first place, aims at enforcing 
the provisions contained in Article 9 of the Yugoslav Minority 
Treaty and § 45 of the Yugoslav Elementary Education Act of 
5th December 1929, which stipulate that so-called minority 
sections must be established in the elementary schools of every 
town and village where there is an adequate number of minority 
(in this case Magyar) inhabitants and at least 30 minority child
ren of schooling age. By special ministerial permission this minority 
section may be opened if at least 25 minority children apply for
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registration. This elementary right of the minorities has been en
forced almost fully in the case of the Germans, who, especially 
since 1931, have induced the Government to establish so-called 
German ‘ ‘parallel" sections in over 100 places, chiefly in the 
Save and Drave Banates, where formerly there were no traces of 
German schools. The Magyar minority, on the other hand, could 
not persuade the Government to accede to a similar request, 
and there are still many Magyar villages in the Voivodina where 
there is no Magyar school, although, in terms of the law, Magyar 
"parallel" sections ought to have been established long since. This 
is particularly true of the Banate of Croatia and the Drave Banate, 
where over 80.000 Magyars have not one single elementary school 
section.

Another very important provision at long last ensures Magyar 
parents the elementary right of determining the nationality of their 
children themselves, and having done so, by virtue of their right 
to choose the school they wish them to attend, to enrol them 
without let or hindrance in the “parallel” Magyar elementary 
school sections. A literal translation of the provision runs as 
follows: — "Parents belonging to a national minority must state, 
either verbally or in writing, that they and their children are 
members of the said minority and that therefore they desire 
their children to be enrolled in the minority section.” In terms 
of the Ordinance, headteachers are obliged to accept these state
ments, and have no right to question them or — as was the 
custom hitherto — to decide in an arbitrary manner (by the 
sound of their names, by an investigation of their family trees 
to the third and fourth generation, or by other criteria that in
volve civil disabilities) the nationality of the children applying 
for registration. If this provison is seriously and scrupulously ob
served it will do away with the notorious practice of name-ana
lysis, which since 1919, i. e. for 21 years, has been ruthlessly 
employed, not only to denationalize Magyar children on their 
entering the schools, but also to reduce artificially the real number 
of Magyars at the time of the Census.

The Ordinance furthermore announces that children of 
schooling-age belonging to the majority nation may not attend 
any schools but those in which the language of the State is the 
language of tuition, and that minority children must either attend 
the sections of the minority to which they belong or schools in
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which the medium of instruction is the official language of the 
State.

All this, by the way, is nothing new. It is simply a revival 
of the relevant provisions of the Elementary Educational Act. 
The only point of divergence from that Act is the provision which, 
contrary to the practice in vogue, allows pupils of Magyar 
nationality who by means of name-analysis have been relegated 
to — or rather forced to attend — non-Magyar schools, and 
who have passed one or more classes there, must now, if their 
parents so wish, be admitted to the Magyar sections.

These in brief are the main provisions of the new Ordinance. 
Their value depends on their being carried out honestly and to 
the letter. Events, however, already show that this is merely a 
pium desiderium, for — as one of the Magyar leaders, Dr. Leo 
Dedk, wrote in a Magyar newspaper on 19th June — reports from 
all parts of the Voivodina state that the subordinate educational 
authorities simply ignore the new provisions and continue to act 
as they have been acting for the past 21 years. Unless the Govern
ment takes immediate steps to stop the sabotage of those re
calcitrant educational authorities, this old grievance of he Magyars 
will continue to remain unredressed.

A case illustrating the truth of this assertion is reported 
from the town of Zenta, where the School Inspector's Office has 
already issued a notice to the effect that all pupils whose names 
end in "itch” or “vitch” or any other Serb suffix may not be 
admitted to the Magyar sections, even if their parents claim 
Magyar nationality and declare Hungarian to be their mother- 
tongue. ( “Zentai Hirado”, May 19.)

Another illuminating case was the appeal addressed to 
Magyar parents by Dr. Francis Takacs, Roman Catholic parish 
priest of Peterrev (Backopetrovoselo), in which he requested them 
to report their children of schooling-age to him, in order that 
steps might be taken to have the two Magyar schools re-opened. 
One of them had been closed for 8, the other for 12 years, on the 
pretext that there was a "dearth of teachers”. ( “Reggeli Ujsag”, 
June 14.)
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