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The fact that Rumania has obeyed the ultimatum presented 

Ey Russia on June 28th without protest and allowed the Soviet 
to seize Bessarabia and Northern Bucovina without the least sign

■ of resistance, means in fact the end of Rumanian’s territorial
■ integrity. This, again, is a most important factor in respect of the 
claims of Hungary and Bulgaria for revision. The public opinion 
of Rumania, too, has been greatly disillusioned by the loss of 
Bessarabia and Northern Bucowina, as it has now become evident 
that the great sacrifices were brought in vain, because neither 
these nor the present regime will be able to guarantee Rumania's 
peace and security.

Discontent against the present regime was also increased by 
the introduction of the new totalitarian system. The first towards 
this development was the king's wireless address on June 22nd. 
in which he declared that the Front of National Renaissance is 
to replaced by a new monopolistic party: the National Party. A 
legal decree prohibits every form of propaganda against the new 
organization and heavy punishment is to be inflicted on all those 
who dare to express the opinion that the new party does not 
serve the interests of the nation. The two most important national 
minorities of Rumania: the Hungarians and the Germans have 
decided — after an agreement with the National Party — to join 
the new party at a later date. Experiments to secure the collabora
tion of M. Maniu's followers and the Iron Guard with the 
present regime have failed. M. Maniu and his men — it seems — 
believe that only possible solution for Rumania is to accept the 
support of the Soviet. M. Maniu, formerly Premier of Rumania, 
submitted a memorandum in the Foreign Affairs Committee of 
Parliament, in which he passes a sharp criticism against the 
wavering foreign policy of Rumania in recent years which was 
never able to follow a straight course. On the other hand, the 
major part of the Iron Guard is not prepared to collaborate 
with the present regime and declare that the Iron Guardist 
members of M. Gigurtus cabinet are not the lawful representatives 
of the Guard; they demand the absolute dictatorship of the Iron 
Guard. This iniquity between the Guard and the regime has — 
among other things — led to the resignation of M. Horia Sima 
only five days after his appointment to Minister of Education 
in the new cabinet. M. Sima, it will remembered, was the virtual

34



RECENT EVENTS IN RUMANIA'S HOME AND FOREIGN POLICY

head of the Iron Guard after the execution of Zelea Codreanu;

him. The increased activity also accounts — among other things 
— for the arrest of General Antonescu.

The position of M. Ion Gigurtu's new extreme right

formed after the resignation of M. Tatarescu on July 4th, is 
far from being stable. Herr Hans Otto Roth, who was appointed 
Minister of Minorities in the new

receive sufficient power with his off:

were signs to the effect that a “left cauinei wouiu oe lurmeu. 
For this purpose M. Argetoianu, then Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
arranged a meeting of Bucharest of the leaders of the Social 
Democrates. Among others, he invited M. Otto Roth, a sollicitor 
in Temesvar (Timisoara), who was formerly Government 
Commisioner of the "left" regime of Count Mihaly Karolyi after 
the Great War. M. Gafencu's appointment to Rumanian Minister 
in Moscow also shows that Rumania’s attitude towards the Axis 
Powers is far from being sincere.

The continuing aggravation of the internal crisis may, 
furthermore, be seen from such signs as internal troubles, the 
providing with arms of the Rumanian peasants and the Iron 
Guard, the nervousness caused by the military evacuation of the 
frontier towns (Arad, Temesvar), different restrictions, such as 
these: at Szatmar it is not allowed to wear “provoking or 
characteristic costumes”; at Nagyvarad it is not allowed to listen 
to wriless news from abroad. Further signs are, for instance: 
bloody collision between Saxon peasants and the Rumanian troups, 
the suspension requsitioning among the German population and, 
finally, the arming of the Germans in Rumania.

he had to flee from the country and after his return he was put 
into an internmen camp; it was here that his appointment reached

nationalist-antisemite — and Iron Guardist — cabinet, which was

•point out that, before the formation

appointment, because he received
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