
H O W  M I N O R I T I E S  LI VE

RUMANIA
TWO MILITARY TRIBUNAL TRIALS

Two years ago Rev. Aladar Arady, Protestant clergyman in 
Nagyszalonta ( County of Bihar), was reported to the authorities 
for an alleged offence against the royal family. After two years' 
proceedings the witnesses have now been examined, the clergyman 
being acquitted. (Szabadsag, February 27th, 1940.) —  Dr. Bela 
Antal, a doctor in the village of Zagon (County of Haromszek), 
has been denounced by a personal enemy for an alleged offence 
against the State committed last year (1939). The doctor was 
released by the military court, but proceedings have not been 
suspended. (Brassoi Lapok).

SETTLEMENT OF CATHOLIC PROPERTY
The recent amendment of the Rumanian "Cults” Act 

provides that all religious orders and congregations which 
existed in Rumania on April 22, 1922, must be considered as 
fictitious persons and as such be exempted from registration. 
With regard to church property and other immovables the Act 
provides that those immovables which form the property of 
Roman Catholic parishes maintaining school may remain in 
their possession. This provision is highly important, because the 
property of the Hungarian churches was previously exposed to 
continual persecution. It will be remembered that Prof. Onishifor 
Ghibu, of the University of Kolozsvar (Cluj), launched a savage 
campaign against the Roman Catholic churches a few years ago, 
with the full support of the Rumanian Anti-Revision League and 
of the Government itself. He submitted a number of applications 
relating to the confiscation of the property of the Roman 
Catholic and Protestant churches, the Piarists, the Minorites and 
the Premonstratensians, and as the result of this campaign the 
courts ordered the nationalization of huge estates worth many 
hundred millions. It will suffice to remind our readers of the 
confiscation of the following highly valuable church property: 
the “Theresianum” Orphanage in Nagyszeben (Sibiu); the 
University Church, the grammar school and five other items 
of realestate in Kolozsvar (Cluj), all belonging to the Piarists; 
Piarist grammar school at Temesvar (Timisoara); the grammar 
school at Arad belonging to the Bibics Foundation; the grammar 
school, church and monastery of the Premonstratensians at
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Nagyvarad (Oradea), together with the Felix-Bath which- 
—  including many others —  likewise belonged to this Order; 
the old and the new Minorite schools at Szilagysomlyo; the 
Roman Catholic grammar school at Szatmar (Satumare), and 
the Piarist school and monastery at Maramarossziget (Sighetul 
Muresului). The aggregate value of the items of real estate here 
enumerated is above a hundred millions. Law cases for the 
recovery of these estates were instituted; but now they will at 
last return to the possession of their lawful owners, to serve 
the purposes of education and religious life. [Magyar Lapok, 
March 6).

MINORITY CLERGYMEN'S FINANCIAL POSITION STILL
INFERIOR

It has been one of the outstanding grievances of the minority 
clergy in the last twenty years that their salaries are considera
bly lower than those of the Rumanian clergy (Greek Catholic 
and Greek Oriental); the Protestant clergy in particular have 
complained that their salaries are even lower than those of the 
Roman Catholic Hungarian clergy. As a result of repeated 
petitions the Government raised the State grant given to the 
Protestant clergy; but this state of things lasted only a few months, 
and the new Budget returned to the previous low scale of grant. 
Further appeals succeeded in eliciting a promise from the 
Government that the grant would be raised again, and as a sign 
of good-will a sum of 5.600.000 lei was allotted for the purpose 
of supplementing the salaries for the first four months of this 
year. The Government also promised to continue the payment 
of higher grants in the new Budget year (which begins on April 
1st in Rumania) In order to illustrate the incongruency still 
existing between the grants of the minority and of the Rumanian 
churches respectively it will suffice to mention only a few 
examples: a parish priest in the Rumanian diocese of Kolozsvar 
(Cluj) receives a State grant of 3.300 lei a month, whereas a 
Unitarian (Protestant) clergyman in the same district receives 
only 1.700 lei; the increased grant will amount to 3.000 lei. A  
Rumanian priest in a higher position receives a grant of 5.150 
lei, a Unitarian clergyman of the same rank receives only 2.700 
lei; after the increase he will receive 4.450 lei. (Brassoi Lapok, 
February 28, 1940).

LUTHERAN SUPERINTENDENCY STILL UNSETTLED
Fifty thousand Magyar Lutherans were left without a 

church authority after the Treaty of Trianon in Rumania. In 1921 
they organized an independent bishopric (superintendency) of 
their own; but the constantly changing Rumanian cabinets 
refused to recognize its existence, a law having only just been
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promulgated to this effect. The law must by no means be 
considered as an act of charity: it is merely the recognition of 
a privilege; it is a pity, however, that it was not passed nineteen 
years ago.

AERIAL DEFENCE LECTURES —  IN RUMANIAN ONLY 
The representatives of the Magyar Ethnic Community have 

appealed to the Ministry for Minorities to give orders for the 
resumption of Hungarian lectures on aerial defence. The Minister 
has promised to grant the request. (Magyar Lapok, March 2).

MINORITY SCHOOL-BOOKS TO BE TAXED 
An edict issued a few months ago provides that a tax of 

2% shall be levied on all contracts concerning the publication 
of school-books, as a contribution to the pension fund of Rumanian 
authors. This tax will be imposed on minority school-books too, 
in spite of the fact that the publishers have pointed out that the 
tax concerns book of literary value only. The Ministry of Educa
tion has however rejected the appeal, arguing that a restriction 
of the tax to literary works exclusively would involve a considera
ble decrease in the contributions to the above fund. The edict 
is obviously illegal, as the relevant law contains no paragraph 
concerning the taxation of school-books.

COMPLAINTS FROM RUMANIAN FRONTIER 
The Rumanian inhabitants living on the Rumano-Hungarian 

frontier of Sub-Carpathian Hungary frequently complain that 
the Rumanian authorities prevent them taking their produce home 
from the Rumanian side of the border. The number of "double 
proprietors” (i. e. having property on both sides) is considerable 
in this district, and these poor people were compelled to leave 
their Rumanian soil barren all last year; even this year, in spite 
of the severely cold winter, these farmers were not allowed to 
bring home the wood from their own forests on the other side. 
As a result of this the prices of wood were very high in this 
district and there was a marked shortage of fuel there.

POST OFFICE DEPOSITS STILL UNPAID 
The Hungarian Post Office Savings Bank many years ago 

paid the Rumanian Ministry of Finance the sum of 131.509.500 
crowns, that is about 66 million lei, which corresponded to the 
total of deposits paid in by depositors living in the now Ru
manian parts of pre-war Hungary. The Rumanian State was to 
indemnify —  from this sum —  those depositors whose claims 
date back to the years of the Hungarian regime. For twenty 
long years the depositors of the old Hungarian Post Office 
Savings Bank — most of them Magyars, of course —  have
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claimed the repayment of their deposits from the Rumanian State, 
but in vain. The political representatives of the Magyar 
minority have now submitted a memorandum on this ques
tion to the Minister of Finance; and if this last petition is also 
destined to share the fate of its predecessors, the case will be 
submitted to the consideration of Parliament. (Deli Hirlap, 
January 6.).

PLACE-NAMES TO BE PRINTED IN RUMANIAN ONLY
On February 24th the Censor in Kolozsvar (Cluj) informed 

the editors of all daily and weekly papers in his district that 
they would have to print all Rumanian place-names in Rumanian 
only. After the ordinance had been in force for just one day, 
the President of the Magyar Ethnic Community appealed to the 
Ministry for its repeal, and the Censor has been instructed to 
revoke his orders. (Brassoi Lapok, February 28).

INDEMNIFICATION —  AFTER TWENTY YEARS
One of the earliest grievances of the Magyar minority in 

Transylvania was in connection with the indemnification of the 
Csango settlers in Deva for the illegal expropriation of their 
land. The settlers had received their land from the Hungarian 
State many years before, when the State bought the estates of a 
number of Hungarian land-owners in the district. Eighty-two 
of the families newly settled were engaged in cattle-breeding, 
and, in order to facilitate their work, they purchased from the 
Hungarian State, in 1892, 129 yokes of pasture land situated on 
both banks of the river Maros (between the towns of Deva and 
Haro). Nor did the Rumanian State refuse to approve the 
settlers' right to their land; indeed, it invited the settlers, in 
1922, to pay the arrears of the purchase price as soon as possible, 
after which the settlers duly paid the whole sum of the purchase 
price. In 1924, however, the fifth year of Rumanian rule, 
the Rumanian inhabitants of the neighbouring village of Haro 
—  who then possessed 271 yokes of pasture land —  claimed 
also the possession of the pasture land owned by the Csango- 
Magyar settlers in Deva. Accordingly, a County Commission 
(Commissiunea Judeteana) was delegated to investigate the 
matter; the result was that the pasture land was illegally 
confiscated from the Magyars and given to the Rumanians. The 
Magyars appealed to the Supreme Agrarian Commission 
(Comitetul Agrar), which ordered the pasture land to be 
returned to its Magyar owners; but the Rumanian peasants of 
Hard refused to comply with the Commission’s instructions, 
although the Court too had decided against them in the meantime 
(1927), ordering them to return the pasture land in the shortest 
possible time. On April 12th, 1927, the Magyar settlers set out
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—  with the assistance of the police —  to recover possession of 
their lawful property from their opponents; on their arrival, 
however, they were attacked by a well organized group of about 
50 Rumanians from the village of Haro, who beat them in the 
most brutal way, without any resistance being offered by the 
police; one of the Magyars, severely wounded, was thrown into 
the river, where his body was found ten days later. The 
murderers, however, escaped conviction, as the Court suspended 
proceedings after a period of 20 months. The Magyar settlers 
thereupon went to court again and obtained a sentence ordering 
the immediate return of the land, without any further appeal. 
Nevertheless, the Magyar settlers have never been able to secure 
the enforcement of this sentence. To put an end to the conflict, 
the Rumanian Ministry of Agriculture has now indemnified the 
settlers by paying them a sum of 2.306.254 lei for their expro
priated pasture land. This is the epilogue of a painful affair 
which lasted twenty y e a rs ... (Ellenzek, January 12th).

YUGOSLAVIA
NEW LAND REFORM IMMINENT IN THE VOIVODINA

With the expropria
tion of the large estates, Church property and the land belonging 
to the towns and villages, tens of thousands of Magyar farm- 
servants, cotters, agricultural labourers and crofters were left 
without work or means of subsistence. Although many of the 
expropriated landowners have not yet received the price of their 
land fixed by the Acts of 1931 and 1933 dealing with the liquida
tion of the Land Reform, and despite the fact that Premier 
Tsvetkovitch not long ago definitely stated that there could be 
no question of a new Land Reform, since there was no need of 
one, M. Cubrilovity, Minister of Agriculture, has now, for the 
second time, broached the subject of an agrarian reform. In the 
present instance, speaking first at a meeting in Szabadka of the 
Serb Peasant Party and then, a few days later, at U jvidek 
(Novisad), he said it would prove absolutely necessary to reduce 
the maximum fixed at 521 cadastral yokes and decrease the 
super-maximum estates, because in the Voivodina there were
30.000 landless and 20.000 owners of holdings so small that they 
did not provide a living for the owners’ families. )This category 
of 30.000 landless and 20.000 small holders probably includes 
only Serbs and Southern Slavs, for the number of Magyar landless 
and small holders alone is far in excess of these figures. In 
Yugoslavia —  continued the Minister of Agriculture —  there 
were possibilites of livelihood for 40 million people, and yet 16 
millions were barely able to subsist today. This was the reason 
why the "have-nots” and the owners of tiny holdings had to be 
given land as soon as possible. ("Naplo” March 4.)
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