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„La Roumanie nos allies“
Professor T h o  m a s ’s book about Rumania.
A French university professor, M. P. £. Thomas, has 

written a candid book about Rumania entitled “ La Roumanie nos 
allies?". Fifteen years of uninterrupted sojourn in that country 
has enabled the author to base his work on events of which at 
the time of their occurrence he himself made precise and 
unprejudiced jottings to avoid errors and the danger of the real 
facts being distorted later by a lapse of memory or subsequent 
explanations. The authenticity of his data is proved by his 
frequent quotations of the Rumanians' own opinions of them
selves, as when, for instance, he cites a characteristic saying of 
distinguished Rumanians: —  “ It is very convenient that in Ru
mania everything can be bought for money.”

The book is ruthless in its pitiless statement of facts. For 
its outspokenness it has been bitterly criticized more than once 
by the “Universul". Recently —  on 18th February —  a sharp 
attack was launched against the author in that newspaper by 
M. Seisanu. In his article Seisanu levels the accusation that it 
was unprincipled of Professor Thomas, who for fifteen years 
had occupied a chair at the Kolozsvar Rumanian university, to 
write a book after his departure in which he declares that neither 
Rumania’s historical past nor her lower standard of culture 
entitled her to take possession of Transylvania, and that the 
Great Powers had been misled by Rumania into committing a 
great injustice against Hungary when they assigned Transylvania 
to Rumania. Seisanu is coarsely personal in his criticism, but 
makes no attempt to refute Professor Thomas's statements with 
objective arguments. This, by the way, is not surprising, for on 
his own admission he has not read the book. It certainly seems 
rather rash to criticize a book one has not read.

What Seisanu says about Professor Thomas's lengthy stay 
in Rumania vouches for the reliability of the latter's data. Who 
is better able to write about a country than a man who, having 
spent 15 years there, has had opportunities of seeing all its 
institutions, meeting all its prominent people and of speaking 
with men of all classes and conditions? That a scholar who 
knows the country as thoroughly as does Professor Thomas 
should write so scathing a criticism of it is all the more distress
ing for the Rumanians.

The aim of the Professor's book is to give his French readers 
a frank account of what he saw in Rumania, to show them the
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truth about that country and dispel the false impressions forced 
on them by Rumanian propaganda. French public opinion will 
understand this aim and have reason to be grateful for the 
Professor's unbiassed and enlightening information. With shrewd 
and cunning propaganda the Rumanians abused the confidence 
of the French and exploited their economic resources without 
giving any countervalue for them. Everybody knows about the 
oppression under which the Magyar, German, Bulgarian, Russian 
and other national minorities live in "Great Rumania” , about the 
exploitation, cruelties and innumerable tortures to which these 
minorities have been subjected during the past twenty years, 
and which have caused their national, racial and religious feel
ings to rebel N.ow that liberty and justice are in the air, the 
Rumanians are restless. They have not, it is true, learned any 
lessons from the fate that overtook Czecho-Slovakia, —  which 
though no whit more artificial a creation than their own country, 
collapsed because of the way it treated its minorities, —  but 
nevertheless they are anxious for the future. In their anxiety 
they again turn to France and expect that country to save them 
from the catastrophe threatening. The propaganda that proved 
so effective in the past is now being made use of again. With 
a blare of all its trumpets they endeavour to make France believe 
in their braggart promises of Rumanian military assistance, Ru
manian oil and a Rumanian alliance. It is to counteract this that 
M. Thomas wrote his book. He could not bear to see French 
public opinion being led by the nose again by Rumanian 
propaganda. He could not allow the French to cherish illusions 
concerning the value of an alliance with Rumania, which is nil; 
the Rumanian army, which is badly commanded and poorly 
equipped; the Rumanian oil wells, which are soon to run dry, 
and Rumania’s economic strength, which is absolutely unstable. 
The moral of Professor Thomas's book is that France must not 
lean on a bruised reed. The author finds that favouring the Ru
manians is leading to the Balkanization of France itself; he 
therefore protests against the French inhaling any more of the 
poison breathed out by Rumanian propaganda. In the preface 
he says he knows how bitterly the Rumanians will attack him 
because of his book, but adds that this will not alter the facts 
as set forth truthfully and honestly by him. At the most it will 
merely serve to show that the author had put his finger on the 
core of their troubles.

George Lukacs
formerly Minister of Education.
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