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RUMANIA

MORE MILITARY SENTENCEES
The military court at Nagyszeben (Sibiu) sentenced a 

Magyar girl, Erzsebet Balogh, of Deva, to one year's imprison
ment for using in a letter certain expressions which were found 
offensive to the Rumanian nation. The sentence was quashed by 
the Supreme Military Court. As a result of the re-trial of the 
case, the military court at Brasso (Brasov) has now sentenced 
the girl to three months’ imprisonment. —  The military court 
at Kolozsvar (Cluj) has sentenced another Magyar girl, Rozsa 
Hadnagy, of Torda, to four months' imprisonment, Sandor Vencel,. 
of the County of Bihar, to three months', Istvan Kovacs and 
Istvan Toth, of the County of Szatmar, to 6 months' imprison
ment each. —  The military court at Kolozsvar (Cluj) has tried 
Countess Maria Bethlen for alleged anti-State activity. The 
Countess is a well known supporter of Hungarian peasant art 
and has done signal service by arranging exhibitions in foreign 
capitals. She was acquitted. (Brassoi Lapok, January 19). —
The military court at Kolozsvar (Cluj) sentenced Zoltan Leitner, 
a journalist, to the payment of a fine of 2000 lei and 5000 lei costs. 
The prosecution was due to an article written by the journalist in 
1933, under the title: "Won't you Come To Us, M. Madgearu?" 
(then a Cabinet Minister). In this article he invited the then 
Minister of Finance to come to Transylvania and see with his 
own eyes what was happening there in the way of tax paying. 
The sentence was passed after several adjournments. (Szabad- 
sag, January 31).

YOUNG MAGYARS MALTREATED IN PRISON

The police of Temesvar (Timisoar) arrested 35— 40 youngs 
Magyars, mainly apprentices, on the charge of holding secret, 
meetings without official permission. The unfortunate boys are 
being subjected to the most brutal treatment, as the police is 
endeavouring to extort from them a confession to the effect that 
they were responsible for the posting about a year ago in the 
suburbs of the city the red-white-green placards which demanded 
the evacuation of Temesvar by the Rumanians. Day after day 
the neighbourhood of the police headquarters is filled with 
the cries of pain of these poor boys suffering this inhuman 
treatment.
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PROSECUTION OF SEVERAL YOUNG MAGYARS IN 
SZATMAR

The special police for the security of the State prosecuted 
11 young Magyars of Szatmar (Satu-Mare) who met at a friend's 
house for an occasional drink and talk. As the town is now 
under military law, not more than five persons are
allowed to meet in any place without the permission of the 
authorities. The young men have been released. (Nepujsag, 
February 3.).

FAMILY GATHERINGS —  BY PERMISSION OF THE
POLICE

According to a recent order issued by the prefect of 
police of the town of Nagyvarad (Oradea) all family gatherings, 
including weddings and betrothal ceremonies, have to be reported 
to the police. Even a peaceful family gathering, for the sake of 
amusement, has to be reported. Persons infringing the order 
will be prosecuted by the military court. (Magyar Lapok, 
January 23).

RE-TRIAL OF A MINORITY CLERGYMAN'S CASE
Rev. Laszlo Csongvay, Unitarian clergyman of the village of 

Nyaradszentlaszlo, was sentenced two years ago to six months' 
imprisonment and the payment of 4.000 lei for a sermon by 
which —  it was alleged —  he had offended the Rumanian 
nation. The court of second instance reduced his sentence to 
three months' imprisonment and the payment of 1.000 lei, while 
the Court of Appeal has now ordered a re-trial of the case. 
(Ellenzek, February 13, 1940).

REDUCTION OF MAGYARS' PENSIONS
M. Istvan Soos, one of the political representatives of the 

Magyar minority in Rumania, has submitted a memorandum to 
M. Silviu Dragomir, Minister of Minority Affairs, pointing out 
that the pensions of many minority pensioners have been reduced 
with the explanation that their pensions had been paid on the 
basis of a wrong scale. The memorandum also points out that 
99% of the pensioners affected are Magyars (Brassoi Lapok, 
January 22).

SOMETHING WRONG WITH THE MINORITY STATE
GRANTS

Following the orders of the Ministry, the town of Kolozsvar 
(Cluj) has abolished the grants hitherto given to various minority 
cultural institutions. —  In the same way, the town of Sepsi-
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szentgyorgy (Sft. Gheorghe) has again omitted from its budget 
the customary grants given to the local minority schools. (Esti 
Lap, February 4; Brassoi Lapok, February 17).

ONLY OFFICIAL NEWS MAY BE PUBLISHED
The military court at Kolozsvar (Cluj) has informed the 

editors of the local Hungarian newspapers that the only 
political news they will henceforward be allowed to publish are 
those issued by the official Rumanian news agency. No items 
of news, excepting only social news, may be taken from foreign 
sources. The editors have decided to appeal against these unjust 
orders

INDUSTRIAL INSTRUCTION COURSES ONLY 
IN RUMANIAN

The Chamber of Labour in Kolozsvar (Cluj) recently 
decided to open industrial instruction courses. As the courses 
are held only in Rumanian, many Magyar workers and craftsmen 
will be excluded.

PRINCIPLE OF "RUMANIAN ORIGIN” IN SPORTS
It has been decided that only players of Rumanian birth 

will from now on be allowed to play in the national matches. 
In the case of international matches, at least 75% of the teams 
must be Rumanians, otherwise the matches will have to be 
cancelled. (Nepujsag, January 30).

NATIONALITY OF MINORITY CITIZENS STILL UNSETTLED
IN RUMANIA

For twenty long years the majority of the Magyar inhabi
tants of the formerly Hungarian provinces of Rumania lived in 
utter uncertainty. It must be remembered that Rumania had 
about 400.000 inhabitants whose citizenship was always "uncer
tain” ; 90 per cent, of these ware Magyars. The Law promulgated 
in December 1939 was a marked improvement in this direction, 
as it exempted the citizens concerned from the troublesome task 
of producing certificates of domicile; it was sufficient, as 
provided by the new law, if the applicant could prove permanent 
residence on December 1st, 1918 or July 26, 1921 (i e. on the 
date of the ratification of the Treaty of Trianon). However, the 
date fixed for the filing of new applications was too short for 
those Magyars who, for various reasons, had been left out of 
the citizenship register. The term expired on January 31st last. 
It is obvious, therefore, that this was by no means a satisfactory 
solution of the problem, for the majority of the applicants were 
actually hindered from taking advantage of this privilege, as it
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either cost them a great deal of time and trouble, or else it was 
quite impossible to obtain the documents required. The result 
is that there are still numerous private persons as well as heads 
of families who remain excluded from the citizenship register. 
(Hirlap, February, 1940).

SLOVAKIA
MAGYAR REPORTERS INTERNED

So far Professor Tuka has not been successful in reconcil
ing the Lutheran and Roman Catholic Slovaks. The number of 
people detained in concentration camps has largely increased. 
Several journalists are in prison at Illava, amongst others Dr. 
Alex. Floch, responsible editor of the "Uj Hirek” ; Alex. Kelem- 
beri, formerly a collaborator of the "Pragai Magyar Hirlap” ; 
Stephen Toth-Nagy, Joseph Kalasz, and a few others who have 
played a prominent role as leaders of the Magyar minority.

REORGANIZATION OF REFORMED CHURCH PARISHES: 
MAGYARS OVERLOOKED

The Slovak Government has appointed a committee of six to 
prepare a scheme for the reorganization of all the Reformed 
Church parishes in Slovakia. The Magyars are uneasy, and not 
without reason, for the Magyar parishes have no representative 
on that committee. Even the largest Reformed Church congrega
tion, the Calvinist parish of Pozsony, is not represented. Nego
tiations have been set on foot with a view to effectngi an agreement, 
but they have not led to any result. Of late the anxiety felt by 
the Magyar Calvinists in Slovakia has increased, for because of 
the failure of the negotiations Dr. Francis Xavier, the lay presi
dent of the Pozsony congregation, has announced his intention 
of resigning the office of superintendent. After his resignation a 
meeting of the Pozsony Magyar congregation will be convened. 
Besides the reelection of the parish officers, the chief matter to 
be discussed will be a motion to oppose the injurious Govern
ment measure.

MANY MAGYARS DEPRIVED OF PENSIONS IN SLOVAKIA
Much indignation was aroused among the Magyars of Slo

vakia by a measure of the authorities depriving a large number 
of disabled Magyar soldiers and people entitled to old age 
pensions of their dues. The matter has been taken up by 
the Committee and other competent departments of the United 
Hungarian Party with a view to obtaining redress and inducing 
the authorities to rescind this injurious measure. (“Uj Hirek” , 
Februar 2.).
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DESTITUTION AMONG MAGYAR WORKERS IN POZSONY
During the Czecho-Slovak era crowds of Magyar agricultural 

labourers moved to Pozsony. The confiscated estates had been 
given by the Czechs to Slav settlers, and the agricultural 
labourers lost their jobs in consequence and were forced to 
migrate to the towns. In this way numerous entirely new suburbs 
sprang up around Pozsony. Now the Magyar newspapers in Slo
vakia write that the misery and destitution of the Magyar 
labouring-classes in these new settlements surpass anything 
hitherto experienced. The social work department of the United 
Hungarian Party has addressed the following appeal to the well- 
to-do Magyars of Pozsony: —  "In the poverty-stricken settle
ments on the outskirts of our town Magyars with large families 
are living in the greatest want. These families, living in wooden 
huts, have no furniture or stoves, and suffer terribly from the 
bitter winter cold. We therefore urgently appeal to the charity 
of our kind-hearted fellow-citizens and entreat them to send us 
anything they can spare in the way of furniture —  iron stoves 
or kitchen-ranges, beds and bedding, —  but especially warm 
blankets.” (Uj Hirek, Feb. 14.)

YUGOSLAVIA

MAGYAR VILLAGES IN "BACSKA" DISTRICT 
FRESH INSTANCES OF HARSH TREATMENT

The purely Magyar village of Temerin has been obliged 
hitherto to spend almost 3.000.000 dinars on building roads, 
schools and churches and on other investments and services for 
the two large dobrovoljac (war volunteer) settlements created 
in the neighbourhood —  also because the settlers obstinately 
refuse to pay their share of the parish surtaxes. Now this Ma
gyar village has been dealt a fresh blow. The head of the 
district Inland Revenue Office at Ujvidek (Novisad) has namely 
issued an order that Temerin must send its register of govern
ment taxes to Ujvidek by a certain date, which means that the 
people of that village will have to pay their government taxes 
in Ujvidek instead of at Temerin. This measure imposes a new 
burden of at least half a million dinars on the inhabitants, for 
they must pay their railway fares to Ujvidek and back and also 
lose a few days' work and earnings. (Uj Hirek, February 9.)

Ad or jan (Nadrljan) is a group of farms inhabited mainly 
by Magyars near the town of Magyarkanizsa (Pavlograd). For 
years there has been no Magyar teacher in the elementary 
school there, although the farmers have repeatedly asked for one 
and the authorities have more than once promised to grant their 
request. Not long ago a big delegation went to the Ministry of 
Education to urge a redress of this old grievance. A ll they recei
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ved for their trouble was a promise that the matter would be 
attended to. (“Reggeli Ujsag” , February 16.)

Magyarkanizsa (Pavlograd), a purely Magyar frontier town, 
has been so badly hit financially by the new methods of 
administration that it owes a debt of over 8.000.000 dinars. This 
grave financial situation induced the Municipal Corporation at 
the beginning of last year to lodge a petition asking that the 
status of the town should be lowered to that of a village. —  
Now, owing to the mismanagement of the last Corporation and 
the one before it, the town has had a fresh and heavy burden 
laid upon it. For the sums that should have been paid into the 
Banate Office in lieu of the town's contribution to public works 
were not paid for years and now the Office has ordered these 
arrears —  about 2.000.000 dinars —  to be paid without delay. 
The ratepayers, who have recently had to pay a surtax of 85%, 
are now afraid that this new burden will result in the utter 
financial ruin of the town. How greatly this once flourishing 
Magyar town has deteriorated financially may be gathered also 
from the fact that at present over 4000 of its inhabitants are 
without employment or means of subsistence.
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