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THE REGENT OF HUNGARY
TWENTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF ELECTION

On 1st March 1920 Admiral Horthy, commander-in-chief 
of the reorganized Hungarian army, was unanimously 
elected Regent by the Hungarian Parliament. The 

twentieth anniversary of that great day, which ushered in a 
new epoch in the history of the country, was celebrated with 
an enthusiasm eloquent of the unexampled popularity of the 
Regent and the deep gratitude with which the whole nation 
regards him. There were no official celebrations throughout 
the country, because in a letter to the Premier the Regent 
asked the authorities, corporations and associations to waive 
all ceremonies in view of the present difficult times. This, 
however, was powerless to prevent feelings of reverential 
homage and deep affection flaming up in the hearts of all 
Hungarians from castle to cottage on this memorable day. 
These feelings were for the man who had been instrumental 
in restoring the peace of mind of a nation that had seen its 
country despoiled, trampled under foot, dismembered, and 
reduced to a state of utter collapse. It was Admiral Horthy 
who shepherded the nation, led astray by the will-o-the- 
wisp of revolution, back to the fold of constitutional life and 
legal order, who created such exemplary conditions and such 
a degree of national unity that the whole world wondered. 
It is to Regent Horthy wo owe the recovery of our economic 
and financial life; it was thanks to him that this country, cut 
off from its vital economic arteries, was able to rise to its 
feet again and produce results that have filled international 
economic experts with admiration. It was due to Admiral 
Horthy that the Hungarian nation never deviated from the 
path of peaceful revision, and that, without ever losing sight 
of this ultimate aim, it became one of the most important 
factors in European balance and European peace. In this 
peaceful way Hungary reaped the firstfruits of success, the 
restoration of Subcarpaihia and part of Upper Hungary, and 
now progresses towards its ultimate goal —  the assertion by
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absolutely peaceful means of the rights of the Hungarian 
nation. Amiral Horthy it was who introduced democratic, 
social and popular elements into Hungarian national politics, 
and who created the new national army with its splendid 
morale.

It is therefore understandable that since decades there 
has not been so joyful a jubilee as the one in which now the 
whole nation participated. Bells were rung in all the churches, 
and throughout the whole country enthusiasm knew no bounds. 
Monarchs, rulers and governments sent their congratulations 
to the Head of the Hungarian State, whom M. de Monzie, 
a French Senator, called "the great honest man of Europe". 
The international Press was also loud in its appreciation of 
Regent Horthy. It is characteristic of the Regent's goodness 
of heart that on the occasion of his jubilee he granted an 
amnesty to a large number of persons —  chiefly to such as 
had been sentenced for political crimes. Several big economic 
institutions created large foundations in memory of the 
occasion. The following sentences from the speech of the 
Hungarian Premier, Count Paul Teleki delivered at the only 
celebration permitted, express the feelings of the whole 
country:

"A ll of us, — this country's every son and daughter — 
whether our mother-tongue is Hungarian or not, who believed 
in him and swore to follow him 20 years ago, looking back 
now with happy and grateful hearts on these years of his 
reign, renew our oath of alliegance. And the young Hungarians 
who have grown up during those 20 years, as well as the 
inhabitants of the restored areas, join us in that oath. With 
us it is no longer a question of faith, but of certainty. Certainty 
rooted in the eminent personality of our Regent, the loving 
father of his people, who has become an outstanding figure 
in present-day Europe, and in the stability of his rule, which 
has weathered and will weather times of storm and stress.

“ Abroad he is known as the bravest of rulers, a providen
tial blessing, not only to his own country, but also to Europe, 
and the most chivalrous of men. What he is to us I need 
not say; everyone knowns it in the depth of his heart. This 
night every Hungarian may lie down to rest secure in the 
knowledge that his fatherly care is watching over us, and we
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will do so with the prayer on our lips: God bless and save 
our Regent.”

The services rendered to the country by the Regent 
are incorporated in an Act of Parliament. The Member who 
spoke on this occasion said:

“ His puritan character has forbidden him to allow the 
nation in these critical times to celebrate this anniversary 
with the pomp and ceremony we should have liked to display. 
Pomp and ceremony have been dispensed with, but to present 
and future generations this Act will speak more eloquently 
and in a more lasting manner of his greatness and the nation's 
gratitude.''

In the Upper House, M. Francis Herczeg, President of 
the Hungarian Frontier Readjustment League and the greatest 
of our contemporary writers, expressed the sentiments of the 
nation in the following words:

"When twenty years ago the Hungarian Parliament 
elected vitez Nicholas Horthy de Nagybanya Regent of 
Hungary, the tragic question sprang up in the souls of many 
honest but fainthearted Hungarians: in the present circum
stances and with the means at our disposal will it be possible 
to maintain the independence of the Hungarian State? For 
the victorious Powers had systematically destroyed every 
pillar upon which the edifice of the Hungarian State had 
rested from time immemorial. Everything that was Magyar 
lay in ruins, and the vanquished, humiliated, despoiled nation, 
tainted with the corruption of revolution, was wasting its 
remaining strength in bitter party strife. Hungary was like 
a planet that some cosmic catastrophe had swept out of its 
orbit and was wandering in space, purposeless and direction
less. The victors had driven the king away from the oldest 
throne in Europe.

“The Austro-Hungarian Monarchy behind whose much- 
reviled bastions the nations for centuries had been able to 
live in security, had collapsed. The old economic unit of the 
Monarchy, which had stood the test for so long, was cut up 
into little customs areas at bitter conflict with one another. 
The Carpathians, once the ramparts of Europe, were patrolled 
by aliens and from being a defence had become a menace to 
the peace of Europe.”
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What had become of vanquished Hungary? A kingdom 
without a king, a disarmed country with defenceless frontiers, 
an industrial and commercial unit without raw materials, 
money or credit. The once stately ancient mansion of the 
nation was in ruins. The question was: would it be possible 
to build a new, smaller, more modest dwellnig from the pitiful 
debris of the old? Fate put the question: the people of St. 
Stephen gave the answer — not in words, but in deeds. They 
showed that it was possible to begin a new life as a State, 
the Hungarian nation with its surprising powers of 
regeneration was capable of great things if led by a wise and 
strong hand.

We have all witnessed how a desolate field of ruins 
became a European State again. By degrees the poison left 
in the atmosphere by the revolution cleared away. In a purer 
atmosphere the political adventurers and knights of fortune 
thrown up to the surface of the seething cauldron of revolution 
disappeared. The financial equilibrium of the country was 
restored, and legislature turned its attention to problems of 
a general nature that had been neglected in the old pre
war days.

A land reform was effected, the Upper House 
reorganized, the Government presented the nation with a 
whole series of cultural institutions and measures to promote 
public welfare. The Hungarian nation began to be respected 
and find friends among the Great Powers. At a great 
sacrifice Hungary created an efficient army, and when 
Czecho-Slovakia collapsed, the new national defence forces 
were able to march into Upper Hungary and take possession 
again of Subcarpathia, thanks to Italy's and Germany's 
friendship. The work done in the past twenty years, the self- 
sacrificing spirit, self-discipline and moral force displayed 
by the Hungarian nation, do indeed deserve to be placed on 
record as one of the most brilliant pages in the history of 
civilization.

When on this solemn occasion we look back on the past 
with all its labours, sufferings, struggles and successes, we 
feel impelled to bow in homage before the guiding hand that 
directed the nation along its arduous and glorious path. The
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genius of this resuscitated, revitalized, rejuvenated nation is 
best personified in Nicholas Horthy de Nagybanya.

In him we see united dignity and labour, courage and a 
love of peace, liberty and self-discipline, aud those are the 
qualities that have won for him something so rare in this 
world: the unanimous homage and gratitude of a whole 
nation. As they struggled upwards from the darkness towards 
the light of day, the Regent and his people were drawn ever 
closer to each other. The people realize that in their leader's 
heart and mind live Hungarian faith, a Hungarian will to live 
and hope in a fairer future. The know that so long as Regent 
Horthy stands at the head of the State the life of the nation 
will always be such as befits a noble, virile and ancient race. 
The Regent, on the other hand, knows that everyone in this 
country who has the interests of the Hungarian nation at 
heart is on his side. Admiral Horthy is so truly Hungarian 
that who does homage to him does homage to the finest 
charcteristics of the nation as well.
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