
P O L I T I C A L  M O S A I C

HUNGARIAN PREMIER ON INTERNATIONAL POLITICAL
SITUATION

On 16th January, at a meeting of his Party, the Hungarian 
Premier, Count Paul Teleki, delivered a speech in which, speak
ing of the international political situation, he said:

l"In connection with the meeting at Venice rumours of 
various kinds are in circulation, and this, although the meeting 
was simply a natural result of the warm friendship between two 
countries whose interests and views are identical. These two 
countries are linked together by a close friendship of many 
years’ standing, and the fact that Italy has always given proof of 
her loyal attachment to Hungary, whether the issue was a 
political, cultural or even economic one, serves to set a seal 
upon this friendship. Friendship of this kind makes it natural 
for the two countries to maintain intimate intercourse with one 
another, and, especially now that technical progress has done 
away with distance, the simplest method of doing so is for their 
Foreign Ministers to meet and discuss matters personally, a 
course which is always easier and gives them a better oppor
tunity of entering into details. Viewed from this normal angle, 
there is nothing surprising in the fact that the Foreign Ministers 
of two friendly States meet; it would be surprising if they 
did not.

“T oday Italy and Hungary
Both have the same political connections. Both stand 

in friendship with Germany, and their diplomatic rela
tions with the rest of Europe, the belligerents too, are normal. 
Neither country is in a state of war —  the expression used 
today to describe neutrality. And because their positions are 
the same, their ideas as to what must be done in the given 
circumstances in connection with economic treaties, their 
supplies of raw materials and their attitude towards Germany, 
the rest of the belligerents and the neutrals, are also identical. 
The difference between the two countries is merely that Italy 
possesses a seaboard and we do not, and that Italy is bigger and 
stronger, a Great Power, but one that esteems us highly.

"The Venice conversations naturally covered all the 
European problems, and they reflected a perfect unanimity of 
opinion. This is not by way of an official communique; it is a 
simple statement of the truth. Agreement was perfect for another 
reason besides the common factors referred to above that make
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their positions identical. That reason is that both States consider 
themselves the defenders of Christianity. —  Italy by virtue of 
her traditional role in the Mediterranean; Hungary as the 
country of the Apostolic Cross. There is no doubt that difficult 
times lie ahead. We see certain signs of "the approach of 
spring” in international politics, although we cannot point to 
any concrete manifestations yet. It would be a wonder if military 
action between the two belligerent parties did not become intenser 
with the advent of spring and the beginning of summer, for what 
has hitherto taken place was merely a series of tentative 
“ feelers” to be followed on both sides by strenuous activity, 
though we cannot say where, when, or how. When war reaches 
that stage, things are going to be more difficult for us too, for 
this war will affect every country in Europe, whether it takes 
active part in it or not.”

HUNGARIAN PREMIER'S STATEMENT TO 
"NEW YORK TIMES”

The "New York Times” of 27th January published in a 
prominent place the statement made by Count Teleki to Mr. 
McCormick. The article containing it begins by saying that 
relations between Hungary and Rumania are capable of improve
ment, and then goes on to quote what the Hungarian Premier 
said.

Hungary —  he said —  was not prepared to bargain about 
what she considered were her rights, and would always do
what she considered to be her duty. This was a question of
honour; it had nothing to do with Hungary’s territorial claims, 
but was inherent in her traditional role as defender of Western 
and Christian civilization. To the question whether Hungary was 
afraid of any foreign country, Count Teleki replied without 
hesitation that his country was afraid of nobody. Nine out of 
every ten Hungarians would give the same reply.

Events had clearly proved —  continnued the Hungarian 
Premier —  that the peace of Europe depended on the rational 
organization of Central and South Eastern Europe. It the 
present war was not followed by better arrangements than the 
last, we should only have a short breathing-space before the
next. The first thing to be done was to clear away the bad
atmosphere created by the wrongs and disruptions caused by 
theoretic peace treaties all made to one pattern.

It was a fortunate circumstance —  said Mr. McCormich in 
conclusion —  that the man at the head of the Hungarian Govern
ment had no political ambitions; he was an eminent geographer, 
who in studying the surface of the earth had learned to look 
far and calmly await the march of events. Count Teleki was a 
soldier, a scientist and a political philosopher. His policy was
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calm, and this tranquility he had imparted to the nation, which 
seemed to have collected its scattered energies and was now- 
ready to face all contingencies.

WILLIAM E. BORAH f
Mr. William E. Borah, the famous American Senator, who 

from 1907 until his death represented the State of Idaho in the 
U. S. A. Senate and was for many years President of its 
Foreign Affairs Committee, a body which exerts a decisive 
influence on the foreign policy of the country, is dead. With his 
death a pillar of the Republican Party and a dauntless champion 
of justice has vanished from the arena, not only of American, 
but also of international, politics. There has scarcely ever been 
a statesman whose influence on the destiny of. his country was 
so great as that of Senator Borah, who shaped the foreign policy 
of the U. S. A. in conformance with the principles of Washington, 
Jefferson and Lincoln. Senator Borah was an implacable enemy 
of the Paris Peace Ttreaties, utterly disapproved of the policy 
of sanctions which —  had America adopted it —  would, in 
spite of the Monroe Doctrine, have dragged the U. S. A. into 
all Europe’s conflicts, and condemned the one-sided, unjust and 
cruel treatment meted out to the vanquished countries of Central 
Europe by the peace edicts. It was thanks to his influence that 
the U. S. A. refused to ratify the Paris Treaties, thus absolutely 
disavowing President Wilson, who broke down under the force 
of the blow. The U. S. A. did not ratify the Treaty of Trianon 
either, but concluded a separate peace with Hungary in which 
the territorial provisions that so inhumanely dismembered this 
country were wholly omitted.

Senator Borah foresaw the greatness of the danger threaten
ing the whole world as a consequence of the Paris Treaties. In 
a magnificent speech delivered on 26th September 1921, he 
pointed out that only three years had elapsed since a dictated 
peace had been forced on the vanquished, but the results were 
already evident. That peace was pregnant with the seeds of many 
fresh wars. It loomed dark over the world like a storm-cloud 
on the horizon. Europe would never recover so long as that 
peace was in force. Economic bankruptcy was imminent in 
Europe, if not in the whole world. Millions of men, women and 
children —  those living and those yet to be born —  would 
know slavery and starvation if that peace remained in force. 
Hatred would be the law of life, and destruction would become 
ingrained as a habit in the human race. Commerce would cease, 
industry become paralysed, hunger would reduce millions to 
skeletons, unemployment would increase, hatred grow more 
bitter, and the shadow of barbarity would creep over the areas 
of civilization. The Versailles peace edicts were an utter denial
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of moral law and a conspiracy against justice, peace, humanity 
and civilization.

The great importance attached by Senator Borah to revision 
may be gathered from his famous saying to M. Laval, French 
Premier, on the occasion of his visit to America in 1932: "Without 
a revision of the Peace Treaties there can be no disarmament; 
without disarmament there can be no peace; and without peace 
there is no way out of the world economic crisis.”

All the predictions of this wise and great statesman have 
(alas!) come true. Like a prophet he foresaw the destruction 
for which the Paris Treaties were to be responsible; the economic 
ruin of the world, the havoc to be wrought by repeated wars, and 
all the other lamentable consequences of those mistaken instru
ments. Like the rays of a torch piercing the darkness in which 
mankind gropes, Senator Borah's predictions throw light on 
Europe's problems: revision is the only way by which we can 
emerge from the slough into which we have been cast by the 
Paris Peace Treaties. Hungary will never cease to be grateful 
to that wise statesman and will always revere his memory as that 
of a great apostle of revision. George Lukacs.

WESTERN PRESS BEGINS TO SHOW MORE 
UNDERSTANDING FOR HUNGARY’S PROBLEMS

Of late the Press in the Western countries of Europe has 
been writing of the Hungarian question with much greater 
sympathy than previously. This applies even to newspapers 
which not so long ago were blind to the severe self-dicipline 
and self-sacrificing spirit displayed by Hungary when, in critical 
times, she announced her determination to adhere to peaceful 
methods of enforcing her legitimate revisionist claims. Press 
organs, too, that had previously either failed to show due 
understanding for Hungary’s problems, or were coldly indifferent 
to the European importance of redressing her bitter wrongs, are 
now beginning more and more to express their appreciation of 
Hungary's attitude. Here we shall merely give the gist of two 
such articles.

The "New York Times” of 20th and 21st January contains 
lengthy articles by Mr. McCormick describing his experiences in 
Budapest. Mr. McCormick says that the Hungarians loathe 
Bolshevism more than any other people in Europe. The temper 
of the people is extremely calm, for they have full confidence 
in the wisdom of their Regent and Prime Minister. The Hun
garians are showing their sympathy for the Finns in an 
impressive way. Although public opinion loudly demands
a revision of the unjust Peace Treaties, no rash steps
have been taken by Hungary. Together with the Italians, the

32



POLITICAL M OSAIC

Hungarians regards themselves as the most reliable bulwark of 
defence in Eastern Europe. Hungary is a pillar of stability and 
consolidation in the Danube Valley, and also the only State 
there that has been able to avoid a dictatorship and preserve its 
parliamentary constitution. Together with Italy, Hungary is 
making sacrifices to ensure the peace of the Danube and the 
Balkans. Hungarian self-restraint is proved by the fact that the 
country refrained from adding to the complications of the situa
tion by insisting on revision at a time when Rumania was arming 
on an increased scale against her. Thanks to a firm foreign 
policy, Hungary is becoming of increasing importance as a factor 
in the maintenance of a peaceful equilibrium; and this fact is 
being taken into account by the belligerents too.

In an article published in the "Je Suis Partout” of 12th 
January, M. Georges Roux pointed out that for years the 
French Press had presented Hungary in a false light, although 
it was one of the noblest and most reliable countries in the 
world. National feeling had surged up with extraordinary impe
tus in Hungary, and the people were satisfied with the radical 
social measures introduced by Government, which embraced a 
serious Land Reform and old age pensions for agricultural 
labourers. The whole population stood united behind Regent 
Horthy, the doyen of European statesmen, and the Teleki Govern
ment had no Opposition worth mentioning to contend with. 
Hungary's young Foreign Minister was the most Latin of all 
Hungarians; his French culture was astounding. The country’s 
most burning problem was Transylvania with its Magyar popula
tion of 1.800.000 souls. According to Rome, differences should 
be settled by means of an equitable delimination of the frontier.

MINORITY MEASURES OF NEW RUMANIAN SECONDARY 
EDUCATION ACT

The 4th November issue of the Rumanian official gazette, 
the "Monitorul Oficial” , contains the text of the new Rumanian 
Secondary Education Act. the title of which is “The organi
zation and working of theoretical secondary-school education.” 
As compared with the Act of 1934 this new Secondary Educa
tion Act contains the following important modifications. Secondary 
education is divided into two sections; 1. a lower-grade depart
ment to which belong the four first classes of the gymnasium 
(grammar-school) and 2. a higher grade department of three 
lyceum classes. Pupils desirous of continuing their studies at 
the university must also take another, the so-called "baccalau
reate” , class. Pupils of this class must pass examinations in 
January and June before a board of examiners composed of 
teachers of the school they have been attending. This measure 
does away with the old leaving certificate examinations. An
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important innovation of the new Act is that only teachers with 
a master's degree (examen de capacitate) will be allowed to 
teach in secondary schools. Candidates for this diploma must 
pass examinations at the teachers’ training institute after two 
years of training. Holders of this certificate will be confirmed 
in their posts after they have taught as assistant masters for 
three years. Only teachers with a master's diploma may teach 
in the VIII (baccalaureate) class. The Act makes no provision 
for those teachers who have only a teachers certificate (licenta) 
and who, although they have not taken a master’s degree, have 
much experience of teaching.

Besides these provisions of a general nature, there are 
others worth recording which apply to minority education. § 6, 
for instance, provides that the rights guaranteed to the denomina
tional schools in the various agreements and special laws shall 
continue to be maintained subject to supervision and to the 
general measures applying to the appointment of teachers. The 
method by which these measures will be applied in practice is 
to be determined by a special Ordinance. Here we must stress 
the point that it is just in respect of the question of the appoint
ment of teachers that minority education is most seriously 
affected. For, according to the provisions of the Act, the appoint
ment to the post of master in a secondary school is —  as 
we have pointed out above —  conditional on the candidate 
holding a master’s diploma (examen de capacitate); even 
assistant masters must be in possession of that certificate. Now 
hitherto it has proved impossible, no matter what pains were 
taken, to assemble boards of examiners, and therefore the new 
generation of denominational teachers have not been able to 
pass the required examinations. Yet the new Act demands that 
even teachers of gymnastics and needlework must pass the 
examen de capacitate. (§. 76.)

The new Secondary Education Act maintains in foree the 
provisions of the old Private Education A ct too re the establish
ment of minority private schools, in spite of the fact that the 
Act is so anti-minority in character that it had to be laid before 
the League of Nations when it was only a draft. A  very notable 
provision of the new Act is that in places where a large number 
of minority inhabitants live, either secondary schools must be 
established in which the language of tuition is the tongue of the 
minority in question, or parallel minority sections created in 
the State lyceums. Only pupils of the same nationality, whose 
mother-tongue is the language used as a medium of instruction 
in those schools or sections may be allowed to attend them 
says § 12. For such sections or schools to be established 30 
pupils at least are required in each grammar school class, and 
25 at least in each lyceum class. Irrespective of the language 
of tuition in use in the minority sections the Rumanian language,
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..Rumanian history and geography and the principles of law 
,{instructia cioica) must be taught in Rumanian.

We must not omit to mention §. 146 of the new Act, which 
is a typical example of unequal treatment. This clause namely 
makes an exception in the case of the four Rumanian denomina
tional schools, and says that the Rumanian denominational 
secondary schools at Brasso, Balazsfalva, Belenyes and Brad 
are to enjoy the rights guaranteed by the Act to the State 
secondary schools.

Judging by the experiences of the past, it would be prema
ture to form any opinion of a law in Rumania until the instruc
tions in re its enforcement are known. In the present cases 
those instructions are exceptionally important, particularly since, 
according to the Magyar owners of schools, “certain clauses of 
the new Act are not sufficiently lucid so far as minority educa
tion is concerned.” For this reason the minority educational 
authorities have approached the Government with a view to 
obtaining a clear statement of its intentions regarding the way 
the law is to be enforced. ("Hirlap” , Nov. 9.)

ANTI-MINORITY PROVISIONS OF NEW RUMANIAN 
ADVOCATES BILL

The official organ of the Rumanian Law Association has 
just published the text of a new Bill relating to the regulation 
of legal practice. The new Bill possesses a peculiar importance 
in principle, because this is the first case recorded in the history 
of the Rumanian Parliament of the enforcement of the principle 
of the priority of the Rumanian element laid down in Article 
27 of the new Rumanian Constitution.

In terms of the draft Bill the quota to be applied in respect 
of the minorities is to be determined after the Bill has become 
law by the committees of the Chambers of Advocates. In those 
counties, however, in which the proportion of minority inhabitants 
exceeds 30°/o of the total population, the number of minority 
advocates may be in excess of that conditioned by the general 
quota fixed for the country as a whole; and that proportion is 
to be determined, not by the competent Chamber of Advocates, 
but by the Committee of the National Union of Chambers of 
Advocates. The Draft Bill moreover demands that all advocates 
shall be able to speak and write unexceptionable Rumanian. To 
this end all articled clerks are to take a State examination in 
Rumanian when they are entered in the roll. The Preamble to 
the Bill points out that the distribution of advocates by 
nationality in the country generally may be —  as postulated 
by the respective quotas of population of the several nationalities 
—  as follows: —  Rumanians, 71.9%; Magyars, 7.9%; Germans,
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4.1%>; Russians, 2.3%; Ruthenians, 3.1%; Serbians, 0.3%; Bul
garians, 2%; Jews, 4%; Turks, 0.9%.

We must however point out that there is an anti-minority 
tendency in the provision of the Bill which entrusts to the 
discretion of the Chambers of Advocates the determination of 
the quota of minority advocates; and only in the Preamble is 
mention made of the circumstance that the decisive moment for 
determining this quota shall be the general ratio of popula
tion in the country as a whole. And this provision is also 
injurious and unfair because in the case of the Magyars, for 
instance, their general quota is only 7.9%>, whereas in Tran
sylvania they represent 29% of the total population, in the 
Banate 10.4% and in the region of the Koros Valley and Mara- 
maros 23.1%. Still more striking is the unfairness of treatment 
contained in the provision of the Draft Bill under which the 
quota of minority advocates may be in excess of the general 
ratio for the whole country only in those counties in which the 
number of inhabitants belonging to the respective minority 
represents a quota exceeding 30°io of the total population. In 
the event of this provision becoming law, of the 1.353.000 Ma
gyars living in Transylvania, the Banate and the region of the 
Koros Valley and Maramaros only those living in 6 counties 
will enjoy that privilege, ten other counties being left entirely 
out of account in which the proportion of Magyars exceeds 10%. 
In Bihar County, for instance, the 153.000 Magyars represent 
barely 30% and would therefore not come under this stipulation. 
The same would be the fate of the 74.191 Magyars (25.2%>) of 
Szatmar County, of the 82.488 Magyars (19.5%) of Arad County, 
of the 39.214 Magyars (21.4%) of Torda-Aranyos County and 
of the Magyars of many other counties too.

The new Advocates Bill, therefore, establishes expressly a 
numerus clausus in the legal profession. The Magyars of Tran
sylvania have never opposed the idea of the nationalities being
represented in the several branches of occupation by quotas
corresponding to their respective ratios of population. For the 
just application of this principle it is however necessary that 
the quotas should be fixed, not only generally for the whole 
country, but specifically for each county separately in keeping 
with the actual situation in respect of nationalities. Such proce
dure would only cause an apparent shifting; for, apart from the 
23 counties of Transylvania, there are scarcely any Magyar
advocates to be found in the rest of Rumania —  with the 
exception, of course, of Bucharest. And the principle of justice 
would require further that the system of quotas should be en
forced, not in one or two branches or professions only, but
generally in all branches of occupation. In the civil services, for 
instance, the "majority and state-building character of the 
Rumanian nation” is so thoroughly emphasised that the number
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-of minority members of those services is far below that postulated 
by their quota of the total population.

COUNT JOHN ESTERHAZY: "WE SHALL NEVER WAIVE
OUR RIGHTS"

On 27th January Count John Esterhazy addressed a 
meeting of the Committee of the "United General Christian 
Socialist and Hungarian Party of Slovakia.”

"On behalf of the Magyars of Slovakia” —  he said 
amongst other things —  "I gladly offered my services for the 
work of Statebuilding, but so far no notice has been taken of 
my offer. I simply take cognizance of this without seeking to 
discover what reason lies behind it. It will make no difference 
to our attitude towards the State, but self-respect forbids our 
taking any further steps until we have been asked to do so. 
We shall never waive any of our rights or be silent on the subject 
of our wrongs. If our co-operation is needed we shall always be 
ready to give it, but first we absolutely demand a radical redress 
of all our grievances.'’

Count Esterhazy then proceeded to point out that Italy 
was fully prepared for any emergency, and that she considered 
her interests in Europe identical with those of Hungary.

“The men upon whom, after the conclusion of the war, the 
task of reorganizing Europe will devolve” —  he said —  "will 
not be able to ignore the postulates of the natural features of 
the Basin of the Carpathians. In that Basin, besides the question 
of Hungary’s position, the problem of the Magyars in Slovakia 
and Transylvania has not yet been solved in a way calculated 
to ensure lasting peace.”

"While war and its dangers last”, —  said Count Ester
hazy in conclusion —  “we are like people in a dark tunnel, but 
the wise leaders of the Hungarian nation are striving hard to 
guide that nation safely through the darkness to where the 
light of day gleams faint at the mouth of the tunnel. With firm 
steps the nation presses towards the light which, with God's 
help, will shed its radiance over the future of the Hungarian 
people, who today are struggling hard and suffering much, but 
who will never falter or fail.”

TWO LEADERS OF MAGYARS OF YUGOSLAVIA ON 
WISHES OF MAGYAR MINORITY

In the first days of the new year, the leaders of the 
Magyar minority spoke at two different places about the 
grievances the redress of which the Magyars of Yugoslavia have 
been seeking during the past 21 years. That they have done so
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in vain, bears out the truth of the sincere and well-founded' 
statement made by M. Ma£ek, Deputy Premier, which was 
published in our January issue. In it he said that so far Yugo
slavia’s minority policy had been wrong, and would therefore 
have to undergo a rapid and radical change.

At Nagybecskerek (Veliki-Beckerek), on New Year's Day, 
M. Imre Varady, the only Magyar member of the Senate, 
spoke of the situation of the Magyar minority to a delegation 
that had come to wish him a Happy New Year. In his speech 
to them he first pointed out that his repeated attempts to 
intervene with the competent authorities on behalf of the 
Magyar minority had been practically useless. He hoped, 
however, that the rapprochement between Yugoslavia and Hun
gary would soon result in the Magyar minority's legitimate 
demands being granted. One of the most important of them was 
permission to reorganize the Hungarian Party dissolved on 6th 
January 1929. "W e want a separate political Party for the 
Magyar racial group,” —  said M. Varady, — "a political Party 
with a programme of its own. Premier Tsvetkovitch, it is true, 
recently announced that there can be no question of party 
formation on a nationality basis in the new election law, but, 
nevertheless, the Magyar minority hopes that the political facili
ties granted to the minorities in the Banate of Croatia will not 
be denied to the minorities in the rest of Yugoslavia.”  M. Varady 
then spoke of an old demand of the Magyar minority, and 
emphasised how important it would be, as a means of effectively 
protecting the interests of the Magyar taxpayers, if citizens of 
Magyar nationality were allowed to sit on the assessment 
committees. Speaking of education, he said they insisted on a 
complete and final abolishment of the notorious system of name- 
analysis still in force in Yugoslavia, and demanded the appoint
ment of at least two school-inspectors of Magyar nationality to 
supervise the socalled "parallel” sections of the State schools. 
He complained of the way Magyar qualified teachers were being 
employed, saying that, with one or two exceptions, they were 
not given posts in the Magyar sections, although the majority of 
teachers in those sections could not speak the mother-tongue of 
their pupils. In conclusion M. Varady stated that the Magyars 
insisted on liberty to organize in the sphere of culture. In 
particular, he emphasized their demand to be allowed to form 
a general union of Magyar social and cultural societies similar 
to the "Kulturbund” of the German minority. C'Naplo” , Jan. 3.)

When M. Beshlitz, Minister for Transport, visited Szabadka 
on 5th January, Dr. Denis Streliczky, former member of the- 
Skupshtina (Hungarian Party), who welcomed the Minister o f 
behalf of the Magyar delegation, demanded the redress of the 
Magyar minority's grievances and the satisfaction of their 
legitimate demands. He spoke of the Ordinance restricting the
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sale and purchase of real estate, and urged that the repeated 
promises of an amendment that would keep the interests of the 
Magyar minority in view should be fulfilled. He also mentioned 
the question of education, in connection with which he drew the 
Minister's attention to the regrettable fact that there was only 
one teacher of Magyar nationality in he Magyar section of the 
Szabadka State grammar-school, where since years all subjects, 
with the exception of the Hungarian language and literature and 
religion, had been taught in the official language of the State. 
As the Magyar teacher was on the point of retiring, the Magyar 
section would soon cease entirely. Dr. Streliczky begged the 
Government to appoint Magyar teachers in the Magyar elemen
tary schools and urged the complete abolishment of the system 
of name-analysis still in vogue. He also urged the employment 
of young Magyars in public offices, and stated that not one 
single Magyar held a post of any importance in the Szabadka 
municipal offices. At the conclusion of his address, he said that 
the Magyars were anxious to know who was to be their Senator 
and why he had not been appointed yet. M. Beshlitz replied in 
Hungarian, and promised a redress of the grievances enumerated. 
He then said that since no minority Party of a general type 
could be formed, he advised the Magyars to organize within 
the framework of a Radical Yugoslav-Magyar organization. He 
had nothing against the appointment of a Magyar secretary in 
the Banate Party Bureau and at Szabadka. In conclusion the 
Minister stated that the Banate department had again recom
mended Dr. Imre Varady for appointment as Hungarian Party 
Senator, The delegation then asked M. Beshlitz to redress the 
grievances of the Magyar railway employees and officials, give 
young Magyars with a perfect command of the language of the 
State posts in the railway service, and settle the twenty-year- 
old matter of the Magyar railway employees who had been 
dismissed without pensions. Besides this, mention was made also 
of the ticket-tax imposed on the Magyar reading club at Sza
badka. Redress of that grievance was demanded. ("Naplo” , 
Jan. 5.)

We would fain, especially after M. Macek's encouraging 
statement, believe that the Yugoslav Government will now take 
the necessary steps to redress without delay the above-mentioned 
primary grievances of the Magyar minority.
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