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B
y virtue both of their numbers and their financial posi

tion the Slovaks of America have always played a 
great role in the affairs of the Slovak nation as a 

whole. It is well known that, during the last war, or rather 
at its close, Benes and Masaryk at Pittsburg concluded an 
agreement with the Slovaks. This was the so-called "Pitts
burg Convention", which promised extensive autonomy to 
the Slovak nation. Thanks to the propaganda work of Benes 
and Masaryk, Czecho-Slovakia was created by the Great 
Powers responsible for the Paris Peace Treaties concluding 
the war. That State, however, was made excessively large, 
and too many diverse racial elements were included in it. 
The most conspicuous movement in the new State was the 
struggle of the Slovaks to obtain autonomy. As everyone 
knows, Professor Bela Tuka, the present Slovak Premier, 
was cast into prison by the Czechs because of his campaign 
for autonomy; and Slovak autonomy was the aim for which 
Father Hlinka laboured to the day of his death. But the 
Czecho-Slovakia of Benes and Masaryk refused to fulfil the 
Pittsburg agreement, and it was only when the Republic had 
been dismembered by the Munich Conference that any will
ingness to grant the Slovaks autonomy was shown. Then, 
when in the March of this year German troops occupied 
Bohemia and Ruthenia was restored to Hungary, the 
independent Slovak State came into being.

Benes and the representatives of the old Czecho-Slovak 
political idea fled to foreign countries, where they are now 
busy striving to revive the conception — already dead and 
buried — of a Czecho-Slovak State. Benes has learned
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nothing from the past; he still continues to work for the 
establishment of an overgrown Czecho-Slovakia. His campaign 
was launched in the United States, where he delivered a 
number of lectures and did his best to win the Slovaks over 
to support his plans. This propaganda tour was a complete 
failure. It is true, indeed, that the Slovak newspapers 
appearing in America, Catholic and Protestant alike, sharply 
criticize the present Tiso regime, but they are even more 
antagonistic to Benes and his system. Only one small sec
tion of the Lutheran Slovak Press of America — in particular 
the "New Yorski Dennik” —  has anything to say in favour 
of Benes and his schemes. The important Catholic Slovak 
papers, on the other hand, are on the defensive against the 
"Czecho-Slovak" idea; and no wonder either. The Catholic 
Slovaks of America have not forgotten that it was Benes 
who helped to spread Bolshevism in Czecho-Slovakia and 
repudiated the Pittsburg agreement. In consequence they 
have lost all faith in the political conception of a Czecho
slovak State. It is a striking fact that neither the Catholic 
nor the Protestant Slovak Press of America attacks Hun
gary; on the contrary, a certain advance on the line of 
orientation towards this country is noticeable, especially in 
the Catholic papers.

Of particular significance is the attitude shown by the 
“ Samostatnos” . For, faithful to its old traditions, that news
paper sees its point of view justified by the recent happenings 
in Slovakia, and emphatically declares that the only proper 
solution would be for the Slovaks to return to the Realm 
of St. Stephen.

That Benes has lost all his personal prestige among 
the Slovaks of America, is best seen from the statement 
made by the President of the American Slovak League. The 
report of that statement runs as follows:

“The Hungarian Telegraph Bureau reports from New 
York that M. Husek, President of the American Slovak 
League, has protested in the “ New York Times” against an 
assertion made by the Belgrade correspondent of that 
newspaper to the effect that he (M. Husek) had appealed 
to the Slovaks to co-operate with the Czechs. In his refuta
tion M. Husek stresses the point that the Slovaks cannot
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unite with the Czechs under the leadership of Benes and his 
henchmen, for they have not forgotten how the rights 
guaranteed in the Pittsburg Convention were denied them".

The feeling against Benes was even more clearly 
expressed at the 22nd Annual Assembly of the American 
Slovak League, which opened in Cleveland on 16th Novem
ber. The most important item of the programme was the 
President's report:

"Czecho-Slovakism" —  said M. Husek —  "is diametri
cally opposed to the Slovak national idea. We have always 
fought against Czecho-Slovakism and we shall never cease 
to fight against it. The Czechs guaranteed a number of 
things, but not one of their promises was redeemed. When 
the delegates of the Slovak League visited Prague in the 
last hours of the Czecho-Slovak Republic's existence, they 
were cordially welcomed by M. Hodza, who again promised 
autonomy, although he well knew that his day was over. 
By then Benes had not only collected his millions, but the 
aeroplane was also waiting ready for him to make his 
escape."

Magic lantern slides were shown at this mass meeting. 
When pictures of the Czecho-Moravian parts of the country 
were projected, the majority of the audience broke out into 
vociferous demonstrations against the Czechs. These demons
trations reached their culmination when a picture of Benes 
appeared on the screen. The report read by the Secretary, 
M. Para Kucor, was also an indictment against the Czechs: 
"There is" —  he said — “more honour among thieves than 
there was among the Czechs; for thieves do not rob the 
poor as the Czechs persecuted the downtrodden Slovaks.”

On 17th November, the second day of the assembly, 
violent attacks were launched against those statesmen who 
had left their people in the lurch when the country was 
occupied by the Germans in March. "W e” —  said one of 
the speakers —  "who were born here in America were taught 
that the captain is always the last to leave a sinking ship; 
the Czech leaders, on the other hand, were the first to take 
to their heels, abandoning their unfortunate people to their 
fate."

According to another speaker, Benes encouraged the
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people at home to resist, but only from a safe distance, from 
Chicago: "To arms, Slovaks, and shoot the Germans!"

The resolution passed by the Cleveland Slovak Assem
bly condemns Masaryk's and Benes's rule and protests 
against a reconstruction of the Czecho-Slovak Republic. The 
so-called "Czecho-Slovaks" —  says the resolution —  have 
no right to speak on behalf of the Slovak nation. This 
protest is directed primarily against Benes.

The "Czecho-Slovaks" are now working only in Great 
Britain and France. They are particularly busy in Paris, 
where they own a monthly magazine in French, a weekly
—  also in French, —  a Czech weekly, and a Czech and a 
Slovak news agency. Through the medium of these papers 
and news agencies they are making great propaganda for 
the resuscitation of the Czecho-Slovak Republic. Particularly 
interesting is the September 6th issue of the "Slovensky 
Chirnyk", published by one of their news agencies, the 
leading article in which asserts that Slovakia has never 
existed and that the idea of an independent Slovakia had 
never occurred to the Slovaks; all they wanted was autonomy 
within the framework of the Czecho-Slovak State. The 
“ Czecho-Slovaks” are again trying to spirit Slovakia away, 
and keep harping on autonomy, which they would be the 
first to deny the Slovaks in like manner as they repudiated 
the Pittsburg Convention. The Czechs, as we see, are again 
making excessive demands, but this time it is the Slovaks 
themselves who protest most sharply against the idea of 
their forming one State with the Czechs. The majority of 
the Slovaks would prefer —  if only for economic reasons
— union with Hungary.

28


