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RUMANIA DENIES EXISTENCE OF “CULTURAL ZONES"
Several articles recently published in the Rumanian press 

deny the existence of "cultural zones” and the fact that teachers 
employed in them receive higher salaries than the others. 
Nevertheless, an ordinance recently issued by the Government 
proves that such zones still exist. The ordinance runs as follows: 
“ In accordance with § 220 of the Elementary Education Act, the 
Ministry of National Education has certified the names of those 
villages in which the majority of the inhabitants is of non- 
Rumanian ethnic origin. A higher salary — together with the 
privileges outlined in the above article — will be awarded only 
to those teachers whose contracts of employment are dated before 
March 31st, provided they were employed in these villages before 
that date."

CLERGYMEN'S ORDEAL
Ever since the state of siege was proclaimed in Rumania on 

February 11th, all law suits concerned with actions against the 
security of the State are dealt by the military courts. We have 
always paid particular attention to the cases brought against 
clergymen, and here we inform the reader of a few more recent 
cases, reminding him to bear in mind the endless sufferings caused 
by this procedure to those who are exposed to such ordeal and 
are, after all, found innocent. Nor can these sufferings be abolished 
by the acquittal of the accused; such an acquittal can, at best, 
only mean the end of their sufferings.

Two years ago, four clergymen: Bela Jaross, papal prelate 
resident in Marosvasarhely (Targu-Mures), Rev. Antal Albert. 
Roman Catholic parish priest of the village of Szentharomsag, 
together with the two Protestamt ministers of the same village, 
were accused of activity against the security of the State.

The essence of the case was this: the clergy in the village 
of Szentharomsag were surprized to find that the number of 
conversions to the Greek Oriental religion were becoming ab
normally large; they reported the fact to their authorities, 
together with rumours concerning certain abuses in connection 
with these conversions. The church authorities then appealed to 
the prefect of the county and informed their parishioners that 
their grievances would be remedied. This step was considered 
as hostile to the State, and the Rev. Bela Jaross, together with 
the clergymen of Szentharomsag, were summoned to the military
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court in Kolozsvar (Cluj), where it was found that all those 
concerned had acted in strict conformity with regulations; they 
were acquitted. (Magyar Szo, Sept. 21.)

Rev. Karoly Szilagyi, Protestant minister of the village of 
Magyarlapos, was accused of sowing the seeds of discontent 
among the members of the different churches. The minister pleaded 
not guilty, pointing out that he had only obeyed the orders of 
his superiors, in encouraging people too were not lawfully married 
to do so; In doing so he merely wished to place the religious 
status of natural children on a normal basis. This was not only 
not a crime, but it was an act of humanity. He was acquitted. 
(Ellenzek, October 1.)

Rev. Jakab Kovary, a Unitarian clergyman, has been 
acquitted of the charge of using expressions hostile to the State 
at the funeral of his curate. It was proved in the course of the 
trial that the denunciation was an act of malico. (Ellenzek, 
October 3.)

LAW SUIT FOR A CARICATURE 
Sandor Fodor, a young student of medicine who lives at 

Sepsiszentgydrgy (Sft. Gheorghe) and studies at Debrecen in 
Hungary, was accused of having spoken against Rumania in the 
company of his friends at home. A domiciliary visit revealed a 
cartoon cut out from a Hungarian newspaper, which was found 
offensive to the dignity of Rumania. The military court ordered 
the arrest of the student and sentenced him to one year's 
imprisonment.

YOUNG MAGYAR FARMERS BEFORE MILITARY COURT 
Last spring a group of young Magyars went home after 

a "night out” . Their loud singing awoke the dogs in the 
neighbourhood. One of the young men was attacked by a dog, 
whereupon — not having a stick with him — he seized the national 
flag hanging from a farmer's roof in token of mourning for the 
deceased Patriarch Miron Cristea. The young man, Zagoni Szabo, 
was sentenced to 10 months' imprisonment, while his friends, the 
farmers Tarkany, Szalma, Zagoni and Szekernyes, were sentenced 
to the payment of 1500 lei each, as they were suspected of having 
encouraged the defendant to commit the '’violation” of the 
national flag. (Estilap, October 14.)

RE-TRIAL OF A POLITICAL CASE 
The Supreme Court of Appeal at Bucharest — following 

the defeandant's appeal — has ordered the retrial by the 
military court of Nagyszeben (Sibiu) of the case of M. Gyorgy 
Pall, General Secretary of the Hungarian Community in the 
Banate, who had been sentenced to one year’s imprisonment. 
(Magyar Lapok, October 15.)
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GRAVE SENTENCE FOR HOSTILITY TO THE STATE
Geza Szekely, an engineer at the county office of Harom- 

szek, was accused of having in a state of intoxication made state
ments hostile to the State. The military court in Brassd 
sentenced him to four months "imprisonment and five years” 
loss of office. (Magyar Szo, September 18.)

UNLAWFUL AND ABNORMALLY HIGH TAXES IMPOSED 
UPON HUNGARIAN CHURCHES AND EDUCATIONAL 

INSTITUTIONS
The taxation commission of Marosvasarhely (Targu-Mures) 

has imposed an abnormally high "valuation" tax upon the 
property of the minority churches and educational institutions. 
The commission did not take into consideration the provisions of 
Art. 16 of the Law of Taxation, which says that public institutions 
and the property of churches maintained or subsidised by the 
State are exempt from this class of tax. Since the minority churches 
also receive a subsidy from the State, it is obvious that this 
provision concerns them too. The churches, therefore, appealed 
to the commission of appeal, but their request has been refused. 
(Magyar Ujsdg, October 1.)

LANGUAGE TEST — BEFORE RETIREMENT
A number of Magyar employees of the railways, the Post 

Office and other branches of the public service, have recently been 
ordered to appear in Bucharest in order to take an examination 
in Rumanian. Many of these person were dismissed a few years 
ago owing to their insufficient command of Rumanian, and a 
number of these dismissed employees have now now reached the 
age limit before retirement, i. e. the age of 57. Before a satisfactory 
setlement of their pensions, however, they have to attempt another 
examination in Rumanian, for which purpose they have now been 
ordered to appear in Bucharest. The employees consider this as 
an encroachment upon their lawful rights and are now taking 
steps for the unconditional settlement of their pension claims. 
(Magyar Ujsdg, September 21st.)

24 MAGYAR POST OFFICE CLERKS TRANSFERRED FROM 
NAGYVARAD TO OLD KINGDOM

The Postmaster General has informed the Post Office of 
Nagyvarad (Oradea) that twenty-four of its Magyar employees 
have been transferred to the Old Kingdom as from October 23rd. 
Most of these people, however — who are said to have been 
transferred "in the interest of the service”  — have large families 
at Nagyvarad and are thus faced with an almost impossible 
problem. (Nepujsag, October 10th.)
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The Royal Commissioner of the Province of Szamos has 
ordered the suppression for five days of the Magyar newspaper 
"Jo Estet" in Kolozsvdr (Cluj). No explanation has been offered. 
(Aradi Kozlony, September 17.)

SLOVAKIA
RESIGNATION OF HUNGARIAN PROTESTANT BISHOP 

OF SLOVAKIA
It is reported from Homonna (October 15th) that the Rev. 

Andras Boszormenyi, Bishop of the Hungarian Protestant Diosese 
of Slovakia, has resigned his office owing to delicate health. The 
Bishop was, no doubt, influenced in this decision by the fact that 
the Slovak Government has not confirmed his election. (Uj Hirek, 
October 17.)

FIVE WEEKS' IMPRISONMENT FOR SINGING IN HIS 
MOTHER-TONGUE

In B eszterceban ya , on 15th April, Gabriel Tauchin, after 
singing a few Slovak  songs, began to sing in his mother-tongue. 
His companion, a young workman, objected to this, and they 
quarrelled. Tauchin was reported to the authorities. His case 
was tried in his absence, and he was sentenced to 5 weeks’s 
imprisonment. ( “ U j H irek” , Oct. 11.)

WHY ARE THE MAGYARS AFRAID TO WRITE 
ABOUT THIS?

The October 20th issue of the “ G ren zb o te” of P ozson y  
warns the Germans of Slovakia that German children must not 
be sent to any but German schools. The article says: “There
are people who declare themselves to be good and reliable 
National Socialists, old fighters for the cause, but who never 
think of proving this by deeds. One of the duties of every 
National Socialist is to make exemplary provision for the educa
tion of his children. All Germans must send their children to 
German schools. Those who' neglect to do so are disloyal to 
the German community in that they do not want to bring up 
their children in a German spirit." With reference to this 
article the leaders of the Magyars in Slovakia drew the atten
tion of their own people to their national duties. It is characte
ristic o f the position  o f the M agyar m inority in Slovakia that 
its leaders do not dare to issue a similar appeal them selves, but 
make use of the German one.

S U P P R E S S IO N  O F  A  H U N G A R I A N  N E W S P A P E R
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A TWENTY-YEAR-OLD GRIEVANCE
Before Trianon there were three secondary schools in 

Besztercebanya. The first thing the Czechs did was to close 
these Hungarian educational institutions. For twenty years the 
people of Besztercebanya strove to have these schools re-opened, 
but without success. In the hope that the Slovak Republic will 
deal more favorably with their request they have now begun 
again to urge the matter. They expect that 300—400 Magyar 
pupils will register and hope that the Hungarian secondary school 
can be reopened next school-year. (“17j Hirek", Oct. 25.)

Y U G O SLA V IA

THE NEW TOWN COUNCIL OF ZOMBOR
With the approval of the Minister of the Interior the Ban 

of the Danube Banate on 14th October dissolved the town 
council of Zombor and on the same date appointed the new 
council, which took the oath on 16th October. The new town 
council, from which all Stoyadinovitch's adherents have been 
excluded, consists of 45 members all told, of whom 7 are Ma
gyars, 2 Germans and 2 Jews. The appointment of 7 Magyar 
town councillors raises their number by 2 or 3, but this by no 
means signifies that the Magyars of Zombor are proportionately 
represented on the council, where they would be entitled to at 
least 11 seats. In proportion to their numbers the Germans, too, 
would be entitled to at least 6 or 7 seats. Here we would note 
that the Act of Parliament passed in 1934 which deals with the 
autonomy of 74 towns, and which amongst other things also 
makes provision for the election of town councillors, has not 
yet been made operative.

HUNGARIAN LEADERS APPLY FOR REMEDIES

M. Imre Varady, former Hungarian senator, visited — on 
September 29th — M. Nikola Beslic, the Yugoslav Minister of 
Agriculture, who is of Banate origin and is thus very well ac
quainted with the problems of the Hungarian minority. This 
interview — in the course of which several problems of the 
Hungarian minority were discussed — was followed by another 
interview between M. Macek, the Deputy Premier, and M. Ivan 
Nagy, one of the Hungarian leaders, who informed him of all 
the problems of the more than 500.000 Magyars living in the 
Banate of Croatia, political as well as cultural and economic. 
This time, as before, the two Hungarians obtained only — 
promises.
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