
HUNGARIAN PREMIER’S 
PROGRAMME IN RESPECT OF 

INTERNATIONAL AND DOMESTIC POLITICS-

A t a meeting of the Hungarian Government Party held 
on 13th September Count Teleki made the following

speech:
"Since our last Party meeting grave events have 

happened in Europe. Our Chairman has said that the 
Hungarian nation awaits the happenings of the days before 
us with calmness and confidence. I should like to add that 
this is true, not only of the days before us, but also of the 
approaching months. In the first place I wish to state that 
the line of foreign policy hitherto to consistently followed 
by Hungary, which was clearly outlined by the Regent in 
his Address to the two Houses at the opening of the new 
Parliament and to which in our action since that date we 
have closely adhered, remains unaltered. I also wish to 
establish the fact that the trend of our internal policy has 
likewise remained unchanged, as have the objects which in 
our domestic policy we consistently serve and strive to 
realize.

"Why, indeed, should there be any change? A  nation 
which from time immemorial has governed itself cannot be 
unstable or precipitate in its decisions, or influenced by the 
impressions of the moment. A  nation like ours may sometimes 
be frank to the point of rashness, honourable to the point of 
self-sacrifice, but it can never be overhasty, unstable or 
disloyal. This also applies to those who have to bear the 
responsibility of governing the nation in times like these. 
He upon whom this duty devolves ceases —  especially in 
moments such as the present —  to be a man with private 
opinions; he must gauge the mind of the nation as a whole, 
and his every act, which often has to be the result of a 
sudden decision, must be a manifestation reflecting the soul 
of the nation. 25
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THIS NATION CANNOT ENTER INTO 
ANY ADVENTUROUS UNDERTAKING.

"I am happy that the Hungarian nation has preserved 
its calmness and the unity so needful today with difficult 
times before us. The calmness and seriousness displayed by 
the Capital, by our other towns and villages, and by the 
nation in general, has won the respect of the whole world.

“On questions vitally affecting Hungary every Hungarian 
is of the same mind. The times are grave, and a nation which 
has scarcely recovered from the utter collapse that overtook 
us twenty years ago cannot, in its delicate geographical 
position, enter into any adventurous undertaking. Nobody 
must allow his mind to dwell on hare-brained schemes.

“ In stating —  as I did in my opening words —  that our 
line of foreign policy remains unaltered, I have said all that 
it is necessary and possible to say. Those who have access 
to the various sources of information must shoulder the 
responsibility and, believe me, we are fully conscious of our 
historical responsibility, which today is very great. And we 
whom Fate has placed in leading positions must now ask 
the nation to have faith in us. We need the nation's 
confidence and I feel that we possess it.”

ALL THE INTERESTS WE SERVE 
ARE HUNGARIAN INTERESTS.

“ It is unnecessary to say that we are working to serve 
the interests of the nation, but I must emphasize that all the 
interests we serve are purely Hungarian ones. Our policy 
is wholly Hungarian. What our aims are and with what 
friendly contacts we shape Hungary's foreign policy, may be 
clearly gathered from the identity of the foreign policies of 
the successive Hungarian Governments, from their statements, 
acts, and our links with foreign countries. The details of our 
work must naturally be left in the hands of a few people."

PRODUCTIVE WORK MUST BE CONTINUED.

"A t the present moment our policy is one of peaceful 
work. This policy is being pursued by Italy, Yugoslavia and
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many other countries, Germany’s interests, as well as those 
of the rest of the belligerent States, demand that peace 
should prevail in the Danube Valley and that the work of 
peaceful production should be continued.

"This country must be strong, must, in fact, continue to 
grow stronger every day. The Government is doing its best 
to make this possible. Although public opinion is quiet — 
quiet, I may say, to an astonishing and praiseworthy degree 
— we have nevertheless introduced certain measures of a 
special nature. Had we not done so, we might have laid 
ourselves open to censure. Our people must have felt 
reassured when they learned that other countries much 
farther off from the seat of war than we are have taken 
similar, even greater, precautions.

“ That so few measures have been necessary in Hungary, 
is due solely to the calmness displayed by the nation and 
the confidence the Government has in the people. Should 
further measures prove needful we shall institute them, but, 
so far as possible, in a manner calculated to inspire 
confidence and only when the people of Hungary themselves 
feel that they are necessary.”

1 HOPE PARLIAMENT WILL FAITHFULLY 
REFLECT THE CALM ATTITUDE OF THE 
COUNTRY.

The Premier next spoke of the duties awaiting 
Parliament.

"Parliament was convened at a time when no one 
imagined that war would break out before it met. Rumours 
of a prorogation have been in circulation. My constitutional 
sense, my faith in the nation, my confidence and trust in the 
members of this Parliament, would not allow me to think 
of a prorogation at this time; on the contrary I consider 
that Parliament must work as best it can, and do cs much 
as is possible in the present circumstances. I shall do all in 
my power to ensure an atmosphere of calm and dignified 
discussion in the spirit of national unity. From the outset 
I shall try to achieve this, not by means of compulsory 
measures or by force, but in a friendly and conciliatory
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manner as befits a Hungarian today. I beg the Party to show 
the conciliatory spirit required by the times we live in. I 
trust Parliament will faithfully reflect the calm attitude of 
the country and set a good example by the work it does. It 
would be a great thing should Parliament be able to discuss 
the new Bills, some of which are very difficult and 
complicated, with calmness and dignity in these troublous 
times. This would be inspiring for the nation, a source of 
confidence and self-esteem, while in all other countries it 
would awaken respect and a certain measure of admiration 
for Hungary.”

WE ARE ALL HUNGARIANS, WE ARE ALL ONE.

‘ ‘I have convened an inter-party meeting, in order to 
discuss this question with the leaders of the Opposition in an 
amicable and understanding spirit. I have often experienced 
a spirit of understanding on the part of many members of the 
Opposition, or have heard them say that at this moment we 
are all Hungarians, all one, and work for one cause. This 
is my opinion too, and I am ready to meet anyone who 
shares it halfway.

“This applies to all the Bills to be introduced, amongst 
others to the Land Reform Bill. I consider the passing of 
that Bill of paramount importance. I myself, therefore, and 
all the members of my Cabinet, will do our utmost to ensure 
its being passed without obstruction and I hope we shall 
find a way of doing so without coming into conflict with 
anybody else's convictions."
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