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ANOTHER ATTACK IN PREPARATION AGAINST THE 
SZEKLER JOINT TENANTS.

After a series of proceedings instituted by the authorities 
against the Szekler joint tenants (compossessorati) of Csik, the 
object of which was to dispossess them of the remnants of their 
estates, fresh action in the fields of economy has been started 
against the Szeklers of Haromszek. The Law Court in Sepsi- 
szentgyorgy has begun to deal with the petition submitted by 
the Public Prosecutor, M. Chiricha, in which he asked that, in 
terms of the relevant Ordinance of 1927, the 9 mineral springs 
in the county of Haromszek which belong to the Szekler joint 
tenants should be expropriated and conveyed to the political 
community. This would be equivalent to dispossessing the Szekler 
joint tenants of Haromszek of their most valuable possession and 
making it over to the Rumanians. At the trial the Szekler joint 
tenants were represented by M. Istrate Micescu, former Minister 
of Foreign Affairs, who protested against the petition and pointed 
out that it was unprecedented for a Public Prosecutor to submit 
a petition dealing with a matter of civil law and thus deprive 
private lawyers of their work. In his reply the Public Prosecutor 
said that the matter was not one of a private nature; it was the 
question of the State securing possession of the valuable assets 
represented by the springs of curative power. The case will 
probably be a long-drawn-out affair and its various phases are 
being watched with much anxiety by the Szekler population of 
Haromszek.

AMATEUR PERFORMERS TRIED FOR — CONSPIRACY
The farmer Bela Keressi, with a number of his friends, had 

to appear before the police court at Kolozsvar (Cluj) under 
the charge of conspiring against the State. The sergeant of the 
Gendarmes in their village, Bors, reported the farmers for holding 
a secret “ irredentist" meeting in Keressi's house. The defendants 
were, however, acquitted of the charge, as it appeared that they 
had only been discussing the preparations for an amateur per
formance to be held in the village. It must be added that the 
same sergeant had once before caused the same farmer to sit in 
detention for 70 days, though then, too, the charge against him 
was unfounded and he was acquitted. This time, again, the 
farmer had to sit in detention for many months before his case 
was tried.
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ANTI-MAGYAR COURSES FOR TEACHERS IN NAGYVARAD
The Rumanian Minister of Education has inaugurated 

summer courses in Nagyvarad  for Rumanian teachers. The object 
of these courses is definitely anti-Magyar. At their opening the 
various speakers without exception delivered anti-Magyar 
addresses. Amongst those who spoke were Bishop Nicolas 
Popovici of the Greek Catholic Church and M. Andrew Petre, 
Minister of Education. In his speech the latter, amongst other 
things, said:

"I knew that here I should find an atmosphere more tense 
with the national question than elsewhere. I knew that in this 
region are living the descendants of those who gave their lives 
for their race. The only way to crush all opposition is if physical 
force is coupled with a belief in our right to this soil. The 
inhabitants of this district must feel that every Rumanian 
sympathizes with them and that the whole country is ready to 
fight to the death for them. This is the ob jec t o f these courses  
in the frontier zone. I trust they will prove a worthy complement 
to our military strength."

NO SPIRIT LICENSE WITHOUT SUCCESSFUL 
LANGUAGE TEST

M. Karoly O rosz, Hungarian deputy, has submitted to M. 
Silviu Dragomir, Minister of Minority Affairs, a memorandum 
concerning the question of spirit licenses. The memorandum men
tions, among other things, that in the county of Udvarhely the 
Director of Finance will not issue spirit licenses unless the 
applicants pass a test in Rumanian first, although the law only 
requires that the applicants should be able to read and write.

TOBACCONISTS LICENSES WITHDRAWN
The police have again withdrawn 45 tobacconists' licenses in 

the county of Arad. The number of minority tradesmen whose 
licenses have been withdrawn now totals 150.

THE EXAMINING COMMISSIONERS DO NOT KNOW 
HUNGARIAN

In spite of repeated promises from the Government, the 
Hungarian students in Rumania are still treated without any 
more understanding in the final examinations. A delegation of 
the Hungarian secondary schools of Kolozsvar appeared before 
the President of the Hungarian National Community and inform
ed him that two commissioners of the final examinations,
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Professors R osea  and Candid, do not know Hungarian, although 
an edict of the Government allows the pupils to take their exa
minations in Hungarian in the following subjects: phil8$ff5plhyi>“!
botany, physics and chemistry. — On the other hand, tHe com
missioner in the Hungarian secondary school of Gyula«m&rv/4rj 
(Alba Iulia), Professor P op ov ici of the University of Jassi, did* 
not allow the pupils to answer in Hungarian in the above sub
jects. — As regards the results of these examinations, at the 
Protestant College of Nagyenyed 10 pupils out of 14 failed in 
their papers, which means that they were not admitted to 
the oral examinaions. At G yulafehervar, out of 14 pupils of the 
Roman Catholic secondary school 7 were not allowed to pass by 
the board of examiners.

HUNGARIAN JOURNALIST PUNISHED FOR PUBLISHING 
ARTICLE FROM ENGLISH NEWSPAPER

M. Zsigmond G yulai, editor of the Hungarian newspaper 
"Reggeli Ujsag", has been sentenced by the court of Marosvasar- 
hely (Targu-Mures) to pay 3.000 lei and 2.000 lei costs for an article 
written by him in 1934, which — it was stated — offended the 
dignity of the Rumanian nation. In this article M. Gyulai gave an 
account of an article published in the Manchester Guardian under 
the title “ The exp erien ces o f  a journalist” , which was a report 
about Rumania. The Hungarian journalist pointed out that the 
English reporter criticized the conditions in Rumania which — as 
a Rumanian statesman who is now Premier declared — would 
lead to the ruin of Rumania.

GYPSY PUNISHED FOR PLAYING HUNGARIAN TUNES

The military court of K olozsvd r (C lu j)  has sentenced a gypsy 
band leader, Istvan Thuri of M arosvasarhely to the payment of 
a fine of 2000 lei lo r  playing Hungarian tunes in one of the 
local restaurants. The gypsy pleaded not guilty and pointed out 
that not one of the tunes he played conveyed any hostile feeling 
againts the State and that, in any case, he had played Rumanian 
tunes as well. His plea was dismissed.

VILLAGE CLERKS OF BANATE TRANSFERRED TO REGAT

Several Hungarian village clerks from the counties of Temes 
and Arad in the Banate have been transferred into the Regat 
(the Old Kingdom) at a moment’s notice.
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INSULT TO RUMANIAN FLAG
was the alleged crime for which a young farmer Jozsef Zagoni 
Szabo has been sentenced by the military court to one year's 
imprisonment, the payment of 10.000 lei fine and the suspen
sion of his political rights for 6 years. The actual case was that 
he had been attacked by a vagrant dog and, not finding anything 
else near at hand to defend himself with, he hauled out a hoisted 
flag and used the flagpole for chasing the dog away,

PUNISHED FOR DECLARING THAT RUMANIA'S 
FRONTIERS WILL CHANGE

Though the defendant pleaded not guilty, a military court 
has sentenced the farmer Janos Katona of Balyog to the payment 
of 3.000 lei fine under this charge. Balazs Szekely, a gardener 
of Torda, was sentenced to the payment of 2000 lei fine for 
insulting the honour of the Rumanian nation. The singing of 
irredentist songs was the charge brought against the farmer Jeno 
Kdresz; he was sentenced to 3 months' and 1 day's imprisonment*

NO RAILWAY REDUCTION FOR THE CATHOLIC 
CONGRESS IN TRANSYLVANIA

The managing committee of the Catholic Congress in Tran
sylvania has informed intending visitors that the CFR (the 
Rumanian State Railways) have refused to grant a 50% reduc
tion to them. The committee applied for this reduction a 
long time ago, but the CFR informed them of the rejection only 
in the last few days before the congress.

MAGYAR CLERGYMEN BEFORE THE RUMANIAN 
MILITARY COURTS.

On 12th July the case of the Rev. Emil Orth, Reformed 
Church pastor of Biharpiispoki, was tried before the military 
court in Kolozsvar. He had been reported by the notary of the 
village as having used subversive expressions in one of his 
sermons. At the trial all the witnesses, amongst others the head 
of the Greek Catholic Theological Seminary in Nagyvarad and 
the commander of the Biharpiispoki garrison, gave evidence in 
favour of the accused. On their evidence M. Orth was acquitted 
by the military court.

The Rev. Alexander Gonczy, Reformed Church Dean of 
Nagykaroly was also arraigned before the military court. The 
charge against him was that on one of the national holidays he 
had not put out the national flag on his manse. Because of 
extenuating circumstances he was let off with a fine of 1000 lei.
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PROTESTANT CLERGYMEN ACCUSED OF DISLOYALTY
The Court of Appeal in N agyvarad  (Oradea Mare) has 

sustained the sentence by which a Protestant clergyman, the 
Rev. Sandor P elesk ei of O rvely  was sentenced to 15 days im
prisonment, while Rev. Arpad Magoss of Szatmar (Satu-Mare) 
was acquitted of the charge. The charge against them was that 
they left the church before the congregation had ended the singing 
of the Rumanian national anthem.

Another Protestant clergyman, Jozsef B ereczk i, was also 
acquitted of the charge brought against him: at Easter he had 
received a letter from his brother in Hungary, certain passages 
of which were interpreted as giving an answer to questions 
contained in a previous letter written by the clergyman to his 
brother

MORE PRIESTS HARRASSED. — TRIED BECAUSE THEY 
DID NOT HOIST THE RUMANIAN FLAG

The Rev. Lajos Czum bel, parish priest of Nagybanya, and 
his curate, Rev. Istvan Tim ko, had to appear before the 

^.Military Court of K olozsva r (C lu j), because — the denunciation 
alleged — they refused to hoist the Rumanian flag on the Ro
man Catholic church on May 10th last, a Rumanian national 
holiday. The Military Court, however, acquitted both the 
defendants.

HUNGARIAN CHORAL UNIONS HINDERED IN THEIR
ACTIVITY

In his report to the district branch meeting of the Society 
of Hungarian Choral Unions, the General Secretary of the 
district branch of Szatmar pointed out that the activity of the 
Hungarian choral unions of this district is hindered in so many 
ways that two of them have already had to suspend their 
activity.

SL O V A K IA

MORE ARRESTS IN SLOVAKIA
Following his arrest by the Slovak authorities, M. Hugo 

Kahlbrenner, a solicitor in Szepesolaszi and one of the leaders 
of the Hungarians in the Zips district, was taken to the prison at 
Illava. The reason for his arrest is unknow; it is probable that 
someone has reported him to the police for some alleged offence. In 
this connection it will be interesting to mention that the Slovak 
authorities have not yet released the Rev. Janos Valint, Protestant
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minister of Feketelehota, who — by orders of the Slovak 
authorities — was dragged out of his bed by the gendarmes early 
in the morning on July 3rd and taken to the prison in Dobsina. 
The clergyman was very popular in the district, and everyone 
knew him as a most devoted pastor of his Hungarian parishioners; 
nevertheless, he was always very careful not do anything that 
might be likely to offend the laws of the State, Just about a year 
ago, before the re-annexation of a part of Hungary's northern 
provinces, the Rev. Valint was also taken to prison and was 
not released from the jail of Loose before December 9th, His 
parishioners are most optimistic as regards his future and hope 
that he will be released within a short time.

HUNGARIAN LANGUAGE EXCLUDED FROM 
CURRICULUM OF SLOVAK SCHOOLS

On July 20th the Slovak Government approved the new 
reforms to be introduced in the curriculum of Slovak secondary 
schools. Among the compulsory languages are Latin and German, 
while Hungarian does not figure in the curriculum at all. This is 
all the more strange as the Hungarian Government has included 
the Slovak language among the subjects taught in the schools of 
the recently re-annexed territories in Upper Hungary. It is not 
easy to see why the Slovak Government has not thought it necessary 
to provide for the teaching of Hungarian in its schools, there being 
still over a hundred-thousand Hungarians living in Slovakia.

HUNGARIAN TEACHERS' TRAINING COLLEGE AT 
POZSONY TO BE CLOSED

It is reported from Pozsony (Bratislava, July 3rd) that the 
two first classes of the local Hungarian teachers' training college 
are to be closed in the next school year. Under the pretext of lack 
of interest (not enough pupils) and of economy the Slovak 
authorities intend to gradually close the college altogether. Before 
the Vienna Conference the school had 191 pupils, after which this 
number fell to 81. The remaining two classes will have 65 pupils 
altogether.

DOMICILIARY VISIT IN PREMISES OF 
HUNGARIAN PARTY AT POZSONY

On July 1st a number of detectives appeared at the head
quarters of the Hungarian Party in Pozsony (Bratislava) with the 
intention of undertaking a domiciliary visit. The President of the 
Party, Count Janos Esterhazy, asked them to show their warrant 
whereupon the detectives left and soon re-appeared with a written
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warrant. The domiciliary visits were continued on July 3rd, but 
without any result. Nothing was found that would have served 
as evidence against the Party.

STRANGE EXPLANATION
The Hungarian Society for the Protection of Children in 

Slovakia had arranged for 300 Hungarian children to spend the 
summer at the Lake of Balaton, but the Slovak authorities did not 
approve of this plan. The explanation was that the Hungarian 
newspapers appearing in Pozsony had attempted to influence the 
Slovak Government in this respect, and that some of the children 
were of German or Slovak origin respectively.

Y U G O SLA V IA

HUNGARIAN SONGS BANNED IN YUGOSLAVIA
According to Yugoslav opinion, it is an act dangerous to 

the State to sing Hungarian songs. We see this from what took 
place sometime in the spring in a Szabadka restaurant, the 
details of which have only now become public. It seems that 
M. Gerard Fodor, Magyar Member of the Skupshtina, was din
ing there with some friends, and the gypsy band began to play 
Hungarian songs. Thereupon a non-commissioned artillery 
officer drew his sword, and brandishing it, began to shout to 
the gypsies: — “ If anybody wants to listen to Hungarian songs, 
let him go to Budapest.” In order to avoid an unpleasant scene, 
M. Fodor and his party immediately left the restaurant. They 
were followed by the rest of the Magyars present. Unfortunately, 
this sort of thing is not at all uncommon even today. The only 
comfort for those who are forced to suffer the abuses and 
violence of the authorities is that, though Hungarian songs may 
be silenced in public places, they cannot be rooted out of the 
heart and soul of all true Magyars.

"MAGYAR" DEPARTMENT OF BELGRADE 
TEACHERS’ TRAINING COLLEGE

The Minister of Education has issued an Ordinance (N. 6.441/ 
1. V. 1939) instructing the Belgrade State Teachers' Training 
College to open the first class of its so-called parallel Magyar 
department for the year 1939— 1940 and to admit a total number 
of 30 pupils. This department, which figures in official reports as 
a “Magyar" teachers’ training college, is still a rump institution, 
for in the next school year only three classes, the first, second 
and third, will open and in these classes the majority of the
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subjects will be taught in the official language of the State and 
the rest in Hungarian by Serb teachers.

ALARM BECAUSE GERMANS ARE BUYING LAND
The “Dan” of Ujvidek (Novisad), a Serb newspaper, publishes 

an article that appeared in a Slovene paper, the “Delavska Poli- 
tika“ of Marburg (Maribori), which rings the alarm because the 
Germans and Magyars of the so-called Voivodina are said to have 
been purchasing land to the value of 2,000.000.000 and
1.000. 000.000 dinars respectively. The article complains further
more that within the last seven years land to the value of
57.000. 000.000 dinars has been bought in the Marburg (Maribori) 
district by foreigners, the result of which is that at present only 
40% of the land in that district is in Yugoslav hands, while 40% 
belongs to Germans and 20% to the State. At Gornja Radgona, 
along the frontier, in pre-war times 25% of the real estate 
belonged to Germans, today they own 44%.

We have no means of controlling the figures published, but 
we consider it strange that the paper makes no mention of the 
Government Decree restricting the sale of landed property which 
makes it almost impossible for minority subjects to acquire land 
or other real estate, especially in the areas under the jurisdiction 
of the Ujvidek and Zagreb Courts of Appeal.

DOWNFALL OF LEADER OF GERMAN MINORITY 
IN YUGOSLAVIA

Dr. Setphen Kraft, who had been the prime factor in the 
organization on a political, economic and cultural basis of the 
Germans in Yugoslavia, to whom was also due the breach be
tween the Germans and Magyars of the Voivodina, and who from 
the outset had been the most strenuous opposer of co-operation 
between these two national minorities, was obliged not long ago 
to appear before a court of honour composed of leading men 
in Germany. This court not only ordered Dr. Kraft to retire from 
politics, which he did last December on the eve of the Parlia
mentary elections, but also forbade him to take any active part 
in public life. In terms of this sentence Dr. Kraft has now re
signed all the positions he previously held in the German economic 
and cultural organizations, and therewith the role which for two 
decades he played as recognized leader of more than half a 
million Germans has come to an end.

56


