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TOWARDS A  SOLUTION

BY

ELEMER SZUDY

A t present the Danzig question is still the nucleus 
around which the events in international politics 
revolve. Although the tone of the controversy is harsh 

enough, several points that have emerged recently may 
perhaps, with a certain measure of optimism, be regarded as 
a sign that the worst is not going to take place. After the 
horrors of 1914— 1918 it is wellnigh inconceivable that anyone 
should accept the responsibility of a world war, and for this 
reason it is not probable that, even to save their prestige, 
the leading statesmen of Great Britain, or Germany, or 
Poland, will place difficulties in the way of a solution of the 
Danzig question by peaceable means. We have all the greater 
reason for hope, since both parties have signified that the 
question of a settlement without war is discussable.

Mr. Chamberlain s last speech contains a statement to 
the effect that there is room for improvement where the 
Danzig arrangements are concerned and that ways and means 
could be discussed in a calmer atmosphere. Statements of 
this sort undoubtedly do much to cast oil on the troubled 
waters, and we cannot believe that anyone would refuse 
to entertain the idea of acting on this honest initiative. But 
who is to be the one to take the first steps? The answer is 
not so difficult. In his great speech at the opening of 
Parliament, a speech that was internationally lauded, the 
Regent of Hungary indicated the High Forum competent to 
take the initial steps calculated to lead to a reconciliation 
of the Powers at variance with one another and a general 
settlement of all the questions at issue. This High Forum,
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His Holiness the Pope, has announced his willingness to 
inaugurate the work of mediation and perhaps before long 
the white dove of peace may soar up from the garden of the 
Vatican to bring tranquillity and relief to the tormented 
nations of the world.

Tranquillity and relief! Great and serious wordss, but their 
meaning is something utterly different from what it was in 
normal times. Today, it is strongly charged with dynamic 
force, with the tension of this feverishly turbulent age, with 
all the torturing longings of the soul. Yet how easy it would 
be to insulate the tragic disillusionment that has led us to 
the verge of an explosion. All that would be necessary would 
be to reverse everything that was declared right and just in 
fhe Treaties of Versailles, Neuilly and Trianon.

What was it that M. Bonnet, the French Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, said to an English reporter? “ It is intolerable 
that the nations should have to worry about their frontiers 
every day.”  How true this is. How profoundly and humanly 
true: but who were those who drew the new frontiers? and 
how were they drawn? and who tore theree and a half million 
Magyars, besides others, from the community to which for 
more than a thousand years they had belonged, and forced 
them against their wishes to become the subjects of a foreign 
country? Is not this intolerable? And is it not more intolerable 
still that for twenty years Dismembered Hungary has not 
had one undisturbed night? Her nights have been loud with the 
sobs and lamentations of millions of oppressed Magyars. 
Foreign Ministers would do well to examine the other side 
of the question before making apodeictic statements. It is 
but natural that we have the same horror of war and violence 
as the French Minister of Foreign Affairs has, but that is 
not enough; the causes of violence and war must be done 
away with.

*
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Our bitterness was lessened by the memorable day for 
us when the Slovak and Ruthenian Members of Parliament 
from the restored Hungarian areas took their places in the 
Hungarian Parliament and swore loyalty to the Hungary of 
St. Stephen. Their sincere and arrestingly fine speeches will 
be found in the last issue of this paper, but we feel compelled 
to return to them here, not only because of their historical 
significance from a Hungarian point of view, but also because 
they are fingerposts showing the way to a solution of the 
whole Danube Valley problem.

On behalf of the Slovak members, M. Anthony Kadlec 
solemnly declared that he and his colleagues would perform 
their duties as legislators in that ancient Hungarian spirit 
which for centuries had made the Magyars and Slovaks 
brethren. How deeply affecting this splendid declaration 
sounded above the ruins of the State built up by Benes on a 
foundation of lies. "From the very outset” — said M. Kadlec 
—  "we fought against the incredible nonsense of Czech and 
Slovak unity and, though faced with persecution and 
imprisonment, we openly declared that the surest foundation 
of the welfare of the Slovak people was the brotherhood of 
the Slovak and Magyar nations."

There we have the answer to the false and unscrupulous 
propaganda with the aid of which the Czechs achieved the 
dismemberment of Hungary.

The whole world ought to have heard the words of M. 
Andrew Brody, ex-Premier of Ruthenia and representative 
of the Ruthenian nation. One of the things he said was: — 
“ I consider it my duty to tell the Hungarian nation, to tell 
the whole world, friends and foes alike, that the Ruthenian 
nation has returned to the Realm of St. Stephen of its own 
accord, and that it wishes to build up its future prosperity 
in co-operation with the chivalrous Hungarian nation."

The great authors of the peace, Mr. Wilson and M.
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Clemenceau, were they alive, could see now what they had 
done in the name of national self-determination and what 
kind of a plebiscite it was with which they attempted to 
justify their Herostratesian work. It is now certain that 
after so many trials, vicissitudes and disappointments better 
times are in store for the people of Subcarpathia; that they 
will receive what an alien rule denied them in spite of 
an international treaty signed in view of the whole world: 
freedom to develop their national life in the spheres of 
economy and culture within the framework of self-government.. 
This is now on the way towards accomplishment, and the first 
Government Commissioner of Subcarpathia has already 
begun what we hope will prove a beneficial activity.

Hungary’s grief for the loss of the now restored regions 
has been turned into gladness, and in this respect she is at 
peace, but what is to be said about her other sorrows which 
are deeper and greater, the redress, or even a slight 
alleviation, of which she longs for in vain? What about our 
kindred in Transylvania, the two million suffering Magyars, 
who are almost worn out in the nerve-racking struggle for 
their national existence? What is to be said about Premier 
Calinescu’s speech the gist of which may be compressed into 
two words: never and nothing? Here let M. Gustave Herve, 
that eminent French publicist, speak for us, who wrote as 
follows in the "Victoire": —  “France made a great sacrifice 
to win Turkey’s friendship when she ceded the Alexandrette 
Sandjak. That sacrifice was in fact made in the interest of 
peace, and this is the end it serves. If France is willing to 
sacrifice so much for peace, she is justified in expecting 
other nations — above all Rumania — to make sacrifices 
too. It would serve the ends of peace were Rumania to 
restore Southern Dobrudja to Bulgaria and Transylvania to 
Hungary. If there is to be reconciliation in Central and 
Eastern Europe, it is imperative that Rumania should satisfy
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in a peaceful way the legitimate demands of her southern 
and western neighbours."

There is not much hope that M. Herve's serious warning 
will be listened to in Rumania. Her policy is much too 
biassed, much too one-sided, for warnings of this nature 
from a foreign source, no matter how authoritative, to produce 
any effect. Yet there is much in this warning that Rumania 
might take to heart. Another thing that ought to give Rumania 
food for thought is the fact of the Bulgarian Premier, M. 
Kiosseivanoff’s visits to Berlin and Bled. During the past 
few months Bulgaria, who until then had been rather silent 
on the subject of territorial questions, has come forward with 
demands for revision and since then she has not ceased to 
state officially her claim to the Dobrudja. In this respect 
she has gone much farther than Hungarian foreign policy.

We wonder whether it does not occur to Rumania that 
even from her point of view the time is ripe for a settlement 
of the whole Danube Valley question, and that a peaceful 
solution thereof by way of negotiation would also be of vital 
interest to herself.
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