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Diplomacy is familiar with secret political and secret military 
treaties; but that there should be any mysterious secret in an 
economic agreement, is an entirely new-fangled Rumanian 
speciality.

The statements made by Rumanian politicians, their inspired 
press and those foreign newspapers which have obtained their 
information from the Rumanians, have enveloped in a mist of 
artificial mystery the events leading up to the conclusion of the 
agreement, as also the essential points and the consequences of 
the same, the result being that the situation would have become 
veritably comical, if in the conditions at present in force public 
opinion had any desire to be humorous.

The whole mystery began by M. Tilea, the Rumanian Minister 
in London, giving information to Reuter's Agency which caused 
the latter to startle the world press with a report that Germany 
had presented her economic demands on Rumania in the form of 
an ultimatum. Consequently, when on the basis of information 
supplied from a Rumanian quarter the international press tolled 
the knell of Rumania, asserting that that country had had an 
ultimatum presented her by Germany, simultaneously, on the 
basis of another piece of information also supplied from a Ruma
nian quarter, the Stefani Agency, in a report dated from Bucharest 
on March 24th., 1939, "re-assured" the West by declaring that, 
even if Rumania did conclude an economic agreement with Ger
many, that was being done solely for the purpose of strengthening 
the economic co-operation between the two countries and did not 
affect "Rumania’s economic independence” or prejudice the right 
of that country to further its economic contacts with other States
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too- So, while on the one hand Rumania spread the report of 
an ultimatum, on the other hand, that country —  in the March 
15th. issue of the Orient Radio —  categorically denied the report, 
stating that the negotiations being carried on between Herr 
Wohltat, German Councillor, and Rumania, were of a perfectly 
normal character. So successful was Rumania in getting the 
report of the ultimatum believed also in serious quarters that 
in a speech made on March 18th. Mr. Arthur Henderson —  basing 
his remarks on the information received —  went so far as to 
declare that on March 17th. Herr Wohltat had presented to the 
Bucharest Government an ultimatum demanding that Rumania 
should be subjected to the political and economic control of 
Germany. The March 18th. issue of "The Times”, on the basis 
of the information received, established the "fact” that the German 
ultimatum contained three points, viz.: 1. A  systematic reduction 
of Rumanian national industry; 2. A  monopoly to be given to 
Germany for the export of all raw materials and natural products, 
in particular of petroleum; 3. in the event of the two first demands 
being accepted Germany would guarantee Rumania's frontiers. 
"The Times” is far too serious a journal for any one to be entitled 
to presume that it would ever have published the said points in so 
categorical a form if it had not received convincing information 
from a Rumanian quarter.

W e see, therefore, that the Rumanians succeeded in their 
work of mystification already in connection with the question 
whether the agreement was the result of threats in the form of an 
ultimatum, or whether it had come into being by voluntary 
consent not influenced by terror? In any case Rumania was 
hereby endeavouring to enlist the sympathy of the Western 
democracies for the future, while at the same time making a 
gesture of bona fide good friendship in the direction of Ger
many. For the benefit of Western democracies, the "Timpul” 
declared that "Rumania would never in any form whatsoever 
permit any infringement of her independence, whether in the eco
nomic or in the political field” ; though at the same time the March 
20th. issue of the "Curentul” —  in an article meant for Germany 
—  was delighted to endorse and approve the friendly co-operation 
between the two contracting Parties.

But this same "Curentul”, in an article published in its March 
22nd. issue written for the benefit of the Western Powers, speaks
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of the "brutal changes" which had resulted in the collapse of 
Czecho-Slovakia, Rumania’s ally, though by way of a counterpoise 
the March 22nd. issue of the "Timpul” was delighted to register 
the fact that the Rumanian Government had been inspired by 
national interests when it had concluded the agreement with 
Germany. These press tactics are however surprisingly transparent; 
for it is common knowledge that Rumania is at present under a 
dictatorship, so that both the articles written for the benefit of 
the Western democracies and those addressed to Berlin are 
inspired by one and the same factor —  the Rumanian Government.

The German-Rumanian treaty was signed on March 23rd.; 
but the agreement will not come into force until one month after 
the exchange of the documents of ratification: the Rumanian 
Government is exceedingly cautious and circumspect and is fully 
aware that many things may happen in a month.

In terms of the agreement Germany has declared that she 
is prepared to place her experiences in the fields of agriculture 
and forestry at the disposal of Rumania and will supply Rumania 
with the industrial equipment required. The agreement —  which 
is supplementary to the commercial treaty previously in force —  
embraces an economic scheme covering a period of several years. 
The primary object of this scheme is the development and the 
direction of Rumania’s agrarian production. One of the points in 
the scheme, for instance, is the augmentation of the production 
of the plants already sown, above all of fodder, oleaginous and 
fibrous plants. The agreement extends also to the development 
of the lumbering and forestry establishments. Germany is to 
supply machinery for the Ruthenian mining establishments; Ger
man-Rumanian companies are to be formed for the exploitation 
of the Dobrudja coppery pyrites, the Banate chromium and the 
manganese ore to be found in the Dorna-Vatra-Brosteni district, 
for the marketing of bauxite, for the development of the aluminium 
industry and for the exploitation of the mineral oil fields. Free 
zones are to be marked out for the use of German industrial and 
commercial undertakings and for the transhipment equipment of 
German shipping companies. Under this economic scheme Germany 
is to supply war material and war equipment for the use of the 
Rumanian army, navy, air-force and armaments industry.

The majority of the Rumanian papers expressed their 
enthusiastic delight at the conclusion of the agreement: according
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to an article in the March 25th. issue of the "Romania” the treaty 
"provides a whole series of conditions favourable to the security 
and the development of Rumania"; while in the same day’s issue 
of the "Curentul" Pamfil Seicaru declared that "the well-known 
efficiency of the German undertakings, their technical ability and 
their organising capacity, which extends even to the most minute 
details, will create in Rumania a veritable Garden of Eden". These 
effusive articles —  meant for Germany —  were however inspired 
by the same controlling power as was the article by Jorga meant 
for the Western democracies which appeared in the “Neamul 
Romanesc" (for in the countries ruled by dictators only such 
articles may appear in the press as are desired by Government), 
—  the article in which Jorga spoke of this agreement as "tuft
hunting policy" and continued by declaring that "today new 
empires are being created with a brutality so far unparalleled in 
history; every historian knows, however, that Biblical Bohemoths, 
Plesiousauruses and Ichthyosauruses cannot remain in existence^ 
not even the genius of Napoleon proved able to make empires of 
the kind; we wonder whether it will be possible for the present- 
day superiority of military technique without the aid of genius to 
bring such an empire into being?”

Rumania is therefore once more doing what she did during 
the Great War, when, though she had concluded a military alliance 
with the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy, after waiting for the moment 
when she thought that Monarchy in the last stage of debility, 
she took up arms against it, —  when she simultaneously kept in 
stock an Entente-phile and a German-Austrian-Hungaro-phile set 
of documents, ready to show the one required in the hour of 
victory. Then too she concluded treaties; and, when she had to 
come to an agreement with the Central Powers, she produced the 
necessary treaty, and when the agreement had to be made with 
the Entente Powers, she referred to the treaty concluded with 
those Powers.
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