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ST. STEPHEN’S YEAR*
BY

ANDREW BAJCSY-ZSILINSZKY

St. Stephen, the first King of Hungary, is one of the most 
interesting, arresting, powerful and spiritually creative 
figures in the history, not only of Hungary, but a lso  of 

Europe, even of the w orld. The Hungarian racial psyche does 
not lend itself to m ysticism ; there is m uch that is rationalistic  
in m any of its characteristics, and even today the Hungarian  
peasant is the m ost critically minded of all peasants in the 
world. Like the French, the Hungarians are prone to a 
certain good-hum oured sarcasm ; they are quick to detect the 
weaknesses of their fellow -m en, of the pow ers in authority 
over them and of situations, and are fond of examining the 
official "g o d s " to see whether they are not m ade of tin. The  
man who for wellnigh a m illennium  has been recognized as 
the spiritual leader of such a folk must have been a  gigantic 
figure indeed.

It is now  nine hundred years since St. Stephen was laid 
to rest in Szekesfehervar am idst all the outward m anifesta
tions of the nation's mourning. A  study of his life and work

* On August 15th. 1938. it will be nine hundred years since St. 
Stephen breated his last. This year the Hungarian nation is doing 
homage to the memory of the first cononised King of Hungary by brill
iant church and secular celebrations. It was also in memory of St. 
Stephen that Pope Pius XI. convened this year's Eucharistic Congress 
to meet in Budapest. The sainted King's Hold Right Hand —  that 
precious relic of Hungarian Catholicism — has been carried in triumphal 
procession through practically the length and breadth of the country. 
On August 18th. the Hungarian Parliament is to hold a solemn session 
at Szekesfehervar, the ancient residental city of St. Stephen; the only 
agendum will be the incorporation in law of the Act recording the 
memory of the first Apostolic King of Hungary. It was in connection 
with these celebrations that the above articles was written. (Ed.)
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m ust lead us Hungarians to conclude, with awe and rever
ence, that what St. Stephen determ ined, ordained, prescribed  
and m arked out for the Hungarian nation, included all that 
was necessary, not only for the p ast nine hundred years, 
but also  —  in m y opinion —  for centuries to come. Even in 
the present it proves im possible to accom plish anything in 
H ungary that w ould have been vetoed by our first great King, 
dead now nine hundred years.

In what respect did St. Stephen's conceptions show such 
a degree of originality as to m ake his portrait stand out so  
distinctly even in the picture-gallery of the extrem ely gifted  
Hungarian Kings of the H ouse of A rp a d ?  R ea lly  great things 
are usually very sim ple; and nothing is farther removed  
from  genuine originality than an affectation of eccentricity. 
Si. Stephen was the leader of a great Christian revolution; 
relentlessly  he stam ped out the religion and traditions of the 
pagan Hungarians for ever, and effected a  conciliation b e
tween the Christian peoples of Europe and the new ly con
verted Hungarians, who, not so long before, had been laying  
Europe w aste, and secured for this nation a  place in the 
deeply Christian spiritual and intellectual unity of the age. 
A t  the sam e tim e this great statesm an preserved intact what 
was of eternal value among the ancient Hungarian traditions. 
The devout follow er of the Cluny reform  movem ent, the 
personal friend of St. Odilo, A b b ot of Cluny, never deviated  
one jot from  the line of foreign policy pursued by the pagan  
conqueror, A rp ad , and far from  surrendering a tittle of the 
foreign political independence of H ungary, he safeguarded  
it with means m ore effective and perm anent than those 
em ployed by his predecessors, even extending the frontiers 
of the country tow ards the W est.

Nothing better characterizes St. Stephen’s work than 
the fact that he, the brother-in -law  of H enry II, who with 
great insight had adopted the R om an Catholic faith in pre
ference to the religion of Byzantium , probably under the 
conviction that politically he and his people w ould be less 
bound b y  the form er, did not hesitate to engage in a bitter 
war with H enry II 's  successor, Conrad II, Em peror of the G er
m an R om an Em pire. F rom  this war the latter, in the words of a 
contem porary G erm an chronicler, returned home "w ithout
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success and without an a rm y ", having lost a battle of which  
A lb in  Gom bos, one of our best authorities on the history of 
that period, says that it was the greatest defeat inflicted by  
the Hungarians on G erm any during the w hole 400 years of 
the A rp ad  era.

This war with the G erm an Em pire was not of St. 
Stephen's seeking. Its cause was tw o-fo ld : on the one hand  
the political interests of the Hungarian King had clashed with 
those of the G erm an Em peror in Venice and, on the other, 
St. Stephen wished to m ake Conrad II. realize that the 
interest of Hungary was not com patible with an alliance  
between the Em pires of the W e st  and the E ast which might 
easily result in their crushing the State founded b y  the 
House of A rpad. In 1030 the Em peror Conrad sent Cardinal 
W ern er, Bishop of Strassburg, to Byzantium  through H un
gary, the frontiers of which had been opened by St. Stephen  
to pilgrims to the H o ly  Land, who preferred to travel through 
a country affording them a perfectly safe passage rather 
than face the danger of meeting with pirates on the M ed i
terranean route to Jerusalem  and Bethlehem . But the King  
of Hungary learned for a certainty that under the pretext 
of a pilgrimage to the H oly  Land Cardinal W ern er was 
carrying an offer of marriage and alliance to the G reek  
Em peror; whereupon St. Stephen, pious Christian though he 
was, closed the frontier and w ould not allow  the Cardinal 
to enter Hungary —  in m odern terms, refused him a visa. 
This, coming as it did from  a new ly baptized king who had  
only just succeeded in disarming pagan opposition in his own 
country, was considered by Conrad such a great insult that, 
mobilizing a ll the peoples of his Em pire, he set out at the 
head of a mighty arm y against the "presu m ptu ou s" King of 
Hungary. The war, as I have said, was not of St. Stephen's 
seeking; in fact the Em peror's Court Chaplain, W ip o , admits 
in his chronicle that King Stephen was the innocent party. 
But though he did not seek war, he accepted it and fought 
it to a successful conclusion, annihilating the armies of the 
Em peror Conrad. P eace negotiations lasted a year. St. 
Stephen, nam ely, had occupied Vienna and probably b y  way  
of that city had encircled the Im perial arm y, attacking it 
in the rear according to ancient Hungarian tactics, and now,
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after gaining a decisive victory, was evidently reluctant to 
lose possession of Vienna. The circumstance that peace 
negotiations lasted a whole year seems proof that grave 
diplomatic difficulties had to be overcome. In the end St. 
Stephen surrendered Vienna, but all the more firmly in
sisted that the Hungarian frontier, which had been pushed 
back to the Leitha in the days of his father, Geza, should be 
extended to reach the Wienerwald.

This war and the subsequent peace negotiations clearly  
show that St. Stephen, though he m ade his association with 
W estern  Christianity the spiritual and moral foundation of 
the life of his people, did so purely and solely in matters 
pertaining to religion and Church policy ; he certainly did 
not identify him self with the expansive trend of the new  
W estern  R om an Em pire in the East, and he resisted the 
endeavour, based on Carolingian traditions, to undermine the 
independence of Hungary. On this point he was m ore of a 
“p agan " that the m ost pagan of his forbears. Even in the 
sphere of religion he guarded the country's independence, 
for he it was who definitively put an end to the influence of 
the so-called  m issionary bishopric of Salzburg and R egens
burg on the new Hungarian Catholic Church and for a 
thousand years to com e broke the bonds b y  means of which 
G erm an Catholicism  sought to win laurels, ensure expansion, 
and secure hegemony in the East. St. Stephen him self was 
the chief apostle of Christian expansion; he had no need of 
the support of foreign States and —  rigorously and relent
lessly —  not only resisted but actually eliminated all 
ecclesiastical interference from  the W est.

In his excellent work on the war waged between G er
m any and H ungary in 1030 A lb in  G om bos, who has sub
jected all contem porary or practically contem porary chro
nicles to a painstaking, alm ost too critical, examination, ex 
presses surprise at the taciturnity with which W estern  
chroniclers, who are irrepressibly loquacious when they 
have a Hungarian defeat to record, m ake but the barest 
mention of H ungary's victory over the armies of the W estern  
R om an Em pire. The defeat of the Hungarians at Augsburg  
(955) has a copious literature of its own. This is not to be 
w ondered at, particularly since the victory won by O tto the
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G reat over the Hungarian arm y supplied the self-confidence  
and international prestige required for the restoration of the 
R om an Em pire of the W e st, or rather of the Em pire of the 
Carolingians. In fact, however, the historical defeat of the 
Hungarians at A ugsburg was obviously no greater rout than 
that suffered som ew here near the Hungarian frontier by  
Conrad II ; the only difference being that the Hungarian  
comm ander, Bulcsu, fell at Augsburg, whereas the Em peror 
Conrad m anaged to m ake good his escape.

This statem ent is not inspired b y  national pride, m erely  
by the wish to show —  through the m edium  of the figure 
and personality of St. Stephen —  the m ighty dimensions 
assum ed by Hungarian state-building, as portrayed in these 
facts. Conrad was one of the m ost pow erful and gifted  
Em perors of the m edieval G erm an R om an m ilitary Em pire. 
St. Stephen, w ho had with ruthless energy only just crushed  
the pagan risings in his own country, was nevertheless able  
to enlist all the forces of the nation under Christian banners 
in defence of Hungarian independence and of the European  
role undertaken then and played ever since by Hungary.

A lb in  Gom bos has collected about five hundred foreign  
records relating to St. Stephen m ade in various parts of Europe  
during his reign or a little later. From  them  it is indubitably  
evident how w arm ly St. Stephen, the first Christian king of 
a n on -A ryan , Turanian, nation from  the East, a nation but 
recently converted to the Catholic faith, was taken to the 
heart of a Europe which for a  century had suffered cruelly  
from  the depredations of Hungarian raids. A m on g  those five 
hundred records there is not one that contains anything 
disparaging about St. Stephen, or that speaks of him other
wise than with respect, appreciation and admiration.

His spiritual buildings are m ore lasting that his edifices 
in stone. But the latter serve to reveal the magnitude of the 
form er. The bishoprics he established in H ungary, the churches, 
monasteries and abbeys built, are proofs of his activity as 
an ecclesiastical organizer and a  state-builder. The buildings 
erected abroad by St. Stephen are perhaps an even better 
gauge and sym bol of his importance and weight in Europe. It 
seems scarcely credible that the ruler of a new ly baptized folk  
should erect a church and a pilgrims* home in Rom e, in R a 
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venna, in the old diocese of Pope Sylvester II, who sent King  
Stephen the crown of Hungary, and in Byzantium  and Jeru
salem .

O nly quite recently did St. Stephen's letters to the A bbot  
O dilo of Cluny, one of the leading spirits of the great 
Christian reform  movement of the age, com e to light. A lb in  
Gom bos, writing of the foreign contacts of the first King of 
Hungary, says: —  " I t  m ay be stated that the network of 
his foreign contacts em braced the whole of Europe. In Rom e, 
M onte-C assino, Venice, Cluny, Chartres, Liittich, Namur, 
St. G allen , Fulda, Salzburg, Regensburg, Passau, O ber- 
A ltaich , N ied er-A ltaich , Tegernsee, Bohemia, Poland, C on
stantinople and Russia, w e find traces of a foreign activity 
unparalleled in that era. A n d  that m any other relevant 
m atters have passed into oblivion m ay be taken for granted, 
—  is in fact proved by the case of the two English Princes 
who found a hom e at the Court of St. Stephen.

T h e prestige of St. Stephen in Europe was so great that 
he was generally credited by  contem porary rumour and by 
the Europe of subsequent tim es with a host of legendary  
relatives, non-existing brothers, sisters and children and 
fabulous ancestors. His unprecedented fam e cast its glamour 
back into the past as far as Charlem agne, one record stating 
that the mother of the latter had been a Hungarian and a  
relation of St. Stephen's. O n his own race the suggestive 
influence of their first King, to whom  the respect of the 
Christian peoples of Europe attributed so large a number 
of legendary relatives, m ay easily be understood. For we 
m ust not forget that no single drop of A ry a n  blood flowed  
in his veins. His father was Prince G eza, his mother Char
lotte, the daughter of the G yu la  of Transylvania, so  that in 
blood and instincts he was a pure and genuine representative 
of the racial genius of his folk, an unalloyed, unadulterated  
artery of the ancient basic stream  of Hungarian blood. A n d  
with this pure Hungarian blood in his veins, he proved him
self capable of becom ing a great European monarch, was 
able to  capture the imagination of the peoples of Europe, 
ruled as a Christian king in the m ost noble sense of the word, 
and understood, intellectually and instinctively, the great 
Christian reform  m ovem ent of his time, the Cluny reform .
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There was no need for him to deny his race, his blood or 
the genuine traditions and foreign policy of his forbears: 
with matchless genius he preserved all the fineness, abilities 
and originality of the Hungarian folk  b y  securing a place  
for the nation in the Christian Europe of his age.

T w o gigantic achievements perpetuate his m em ory: the 
existence for nine hundred years of the Hungarian nation, 
and the respect and adm iration of contem porary Europe, 
where the appreciation of his greatness was so universal as 
to be practically unparalleled in history.

The mechanical age in which w e live .likes to believe in 
the infallibility of the law s of numbers. But had numbers 
ever been a decisive factor in the history of mankind, R om e  
would never have becom e m aster of the w orld, French  
esprit would never have becom e the salt of intellectual life, 
and the British Em pire would never have existed. H ellas  
was but a narrow corner of Europe, yet at one time the 
ideas and schools of thought originating in that little patch  
of earth were the shining beacons of Europe's intellectual 
life. R om e was only one single town. The British nation has 
ever been m erely a  sm all fraction of the peoples of Europe, 
let alone the w orld, nevertheless it has p layed  a role in 
the history of mankind the im portance of which is a triumph 
over crude numbers. It needs gross ignorance and a lack of 
historical perspective to think of confining the Hungarian  
nation within narrow ethnic borders. T o  Europe for a 
thousand years w e represented rational and humane order 
in the Danube V a lle y . A n d  w e m ay also safely say that no  
people on this continent has sacrificed m ore for the sake of 
its Christianity than have the Hungarians.

—  y  —
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CZECHOSLOVAKIA'S NATIONALITY 
PROBLEMS

BY
Dr. ANDREW FALL

(Continued)

T
he D efence of the State A c t  (1936.) m ade the restric
tion of the liberty and the economic inequality of the 
“ nationality'1 citizens veritably and literally institutional. 

For under this Law  practically  all the minority settlement 
areas w ere pronounced to be “ State defence zo n es", in which 
the real estate of the minority citizens could be expropriat
ed at any time, while the practice o f m ost branches of in
dustry was m ade subject to the approval of the m ilitary  
authorities. M oreover, the said citizens —  as "unreliable  
elem en ts" —  could be dism issed and rem oved at any time 
from  establishments “ of im portance from  the point of view  
of the D efence of the S ta te ", in w hatever district those 
establishments might be situated, this provision applying, 
not only to owners, but a lso  to sim ple workers.

A l l  the non-C zech nationalities alike com plain that 
their educational interests are being system atically overlook
ed and ignored for the benefit of the Czechs and that 
their cultural institutions are being unfairly treated by the 
State. A  com plaint voiced, not only b y  the M agyars and  
the Germ ans, but a lso  b y  the other "n ation alities", is that 
the “ C zech o-S lovak " schools established in “m in ority " (i. 
e. "n ation ality ") districts and the m ultifarious czechising 
and slovakising associations officially  supported b y  the 
State, are being used for the purpose of “ de-nationalising" 
the children and the low er grades of society: and the Slav  
nationalities too (the Slovaks, Ruthenians and Poles) are 
justly afraid that as a consequence of the preferential treat
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ment of the Czech language consistently displayed their 
children too and the lower strata of society are quite as 
seriously threatened by the danger of czechisation.

During the past tw enty years there has not been the 
slightest alleviation of the situation of the non-Czech n a
tionalities; indeed, there has been a  constant deterioration  
in that situation due to the consistent anti-nationality policy  
of the Czech authorities. N o  proposals coming from  the na- 
tainalities —  however reasonable —  have ever been granted  
a favourable hearing; questions asked b y  the nationalities 
in Parliam ent have either not been answ ered at all or only  
belatedly. The motion submitted repeatedly by their repre
sentatives to the effect that a parliam entary comm ission be 
delegated to investigate the nationality question, has never 
been even put up for discussion. But all the endeavours of 
the "nation alities" to im prove their situation even at the 
cost of supporting Governm ent have proved abortive. In  
vain did the m ajority of the Sudeta G erm an deputies (1926  
— 35) and then the m inority of those deputies (1937— 38) 
or the biggest Slovak P arty (on tv/o occasions, from 1918  
to 1921 and from 1926 to 1929) accept seats in the Cabinet; 
the so-called  "a c tiv ist" m ovem ent did nothing at all to 
improve the situation of the G erm ans or the Slovaks  
respectively. In vain did the Hungarian National P arty (in 
1926) enter into negotiations with the biggest Czech G overn
ment P arty (the A grarian s), asking for a written prom ise  
undertaking to com ply with their extrem ely m oderate d e 
m ands; and in vain did the Hungarian (M agyar) Deputies 
and Senators (in 1936) vote at the last election of President 
for D r. Edw ard Benes, who had pronounced all their wishes 
to be such as could without difficulty be m et: not only was 
there no im provem ent, there w as actually a constant deteriora
tion, in their situation. E qu ally  abortive were the attem pts 
m ade by certain Polish and Ruthenian Deputies to  improve 
matters by offering Governm ent their support. A n d  when, 
on February 18th., 1937, as a consequence of the clouds 
lowering m ore and m ore m enacingly on the international 
political horizon, the Czechs concluded with the Sudeta  
G erm an parties an agreem ent guaranteeing the non-C zech  
nationalities a certain share in public contracts and the

9



DANUBIAN REVIEW

reservation of a certain quota of posts in the public services, 
as w ell as facilities in respect of the use of minority langu
ages in the official life of the country, it very soon trans
pired that these promises were not m eant seriously and were 
not taken seriously by  the Czech parties to the agreement.

This method of supercilious rigidity when things seem  
to be going right and of repeated perjury in days of crisis 
and uncertainty, combined with the policy of playing off 
the non-Czech nationalities against one another, was bound 
sooner or later to prove an expensive game. A n d  it brought 
its natural penalty the mom ent the international firmament 
darkened over Czecho-Slovakia, A t  the historical session 
of the Prague Parliam ent on M arch 29th the Germans, 
Slovaks, M agyars and Poles in succession submitted their 
dem ands for autonomy, while the Ruthenians one day later 
filed their dem ands in writing. The whole w orld was made 
to realise that the 1920 C zecho-Slovak Constitution and the 
“ nationality" policy developed from  that Constitution —  
in defiance of international treaties a centralistic, anti
democratic, perfidious policy forcibly encouraging the work 
of extortion and de-nationalisation and confiscating every 
form  of liberty —  had aroused and stimulated the hatred  
cf all non-Czech nationalities alike.
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THE AUTONOMY OF RUTHENIA AND THE 
CZECHO-SLOVAK MINORITY QUESTIONS

BY
JO SEP H  IL L E S -IL L Y A S E V 1C S

I
t was the struggle of the Sudeta G erm ans to  obtain 
autonom y that brought to the fore all the minority ques
tions of Czecho-Slovakia. There can be no doubt that 

considerable weight attaches to the dem ands of the Sudeta  
Germ ans as being the biggest m inority in C zecho-Slovakia; 
and the support of a  G reat Pow er —  the G erm any which 
has a population of 75 m illion souls —  naturally adds to 
the significance of those dem ands. The C zech Governm ent 
opened up negotiations first with the Sudeta Germ ans as 
contributing most effectively to the seriousness of the situa
tion; but the question has been broached also of the other 
C zecho-Slovak minorities.

Strange to say, however, the question of Ruthenian  
autonom y has been relegated entirely to the background. 
Y e t the autonom y guaranteed b y  C zecho-Slovakia both by  
international treaty and in her legislation was a  sine qua 

non of the adherence of the Ruthenian people.1 The Czech  
Governm ent undertook a solem n obligation to that effect; 
but so far it has not put the autonom y into force. The value  
of the prom ises m ade b y  Prague in m inority questions is 
very strikingly illustrated by the postponem ent of the work  
of carrying the autonom y of Ruthenia into effect.

It will be very much to the point at this juncture to

1 V. Dr. Hodinka et Dr. Illes-Illyasevics: “ Informations relatives 
a 1‘organisation du territoire des Ruthenes au sud des Carpathes, 
presentees par les emigres au Secretaire General de la Societe des 
Nations" (1922).
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explain how the adherence of the Ruthenians was brought 
about. On M a y  8th, 1919. at Ungvar, the Ruthenian National 
Council decided in favour of adherence to H ungary; and it 
was only after the resolution taken by the Ruthenians of 
A m erica that the Ruthenians of Upper H ungary nevertheless 
determined to adhere to Czecho-Slovakia. It was on the basis 
of this determination that the Great Powers came to an 
agreem ent with C zecho-Slovakia in the matter of the guaran
tees to ensure the autonom y of Ruthenia.

In A rticles 10— 14 of Chapter II. of the Treaty of Saint 
Germ ain concluded on Septem ber 10th., 1919, with the
Principal A llie d  and A ssociated  Powers the C zecho-Slovak  
R epublic undertook an obligation in respect of the auto
nom y of Ruthenia. Security for the fulfilm ent of this obliga
tion was given under the said treaty by  the Principal A llied  
and A ssociated  Pow ers —  i. e. b y  the United States of 
N orth A m erica, G reat Britain, France, Italy  and Japan. The  
consistent failure on the part of C zecho-Slovakia to carry 
the autonomy of Ruthenia into effect seriously affects also  
the prestige of the signatory G reat Powers and in particular 
of G reat Britain and the United States. For in this case 
what we have to deal with is no m ere minority treaty, but 
an international convention which has been incorporated  
am ong the fundam ental laws passed by the C zecho-Slovak  
legislature.2

2 The French (original) text of the Articles in question runs as 
follows. "La Tcheco-Slovaquie s'engage a organiser le territoire des 
Ruthenes au Sud des Carpathes, dans les frontieres fixees  par les 
principales alliees et associees, sous la form e d'une u n ite ' a Vinterieur 
de VEtat tcheco-slovaque, munie de la plus large autonomie compatible 
avec Vunite de VEtat tcheco-slovaque.”  (A rt. 10.) "L e territoire des 
Ruthenes au sud des Carpathes sera dote d'une d iete autonome. Ladite 
diete exercera  le pouvoir legislatif en matiere de langue, d'instruction 
et de religion ainsi que pour les questons d'administration locale et pour 
ioutes autres questions que les lois de VEtat tcheco-slovaque lui 
attribueraient. Le gouverneur du territoire des Ruthenes sera nomme par 
le President de la Republique tcheco-slovaque et sera responsable devant 
la d iete ruthene.”  (A rt. 11.) "La T checo-Slovaquie agree que les 
fonctionnaires du territoire des Ruthenes choisis, autant que possible,
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O ccasionally experiments serving the purpose of throw
ing dust in the eyes of the w orld w ere m ade apparently  
in the direction of autonom y. Such an experim ent was, for 
instance, the division of the C zecho-Slovak State into four 
provinces and the establishm ent of administrative organs 
for the purposes of interm ediate administration. But this 
purely administrative division of the country has nothing 
whatsoever to do with autonom y; being exclusively an 
administrative, and not a political, solution. The second  
attem pt to throw dust in the eyes of the w orld was what 
happened last year —  in 1937. Using a veritable fanfare of 
press trumpets the Czech Governm ent announced the deter
mination of the sphere of authority of the Governor and the 
establishment of the Governing Council. The establishment 
of this Governing Council has also nothing whatsoever 
to do with autonomy. The Governor is appointed by the 
President of the Republic, to whom  he is responsible —  
and to no other forum whatever. The Governing Council 
itself is exclusively an advisory b od y ; m ost of its M em bers  
being appointed, not elected, so that its political significance 
is nil.

This misleading procedure on the part of the Czech  
Government has for its sole object, as I have said, to 
throw dust in the eyes of foreign countries. In reality not a 
single letter of the A rticles of the 1919 Treaty relating to 
Ruthenian autonom y has been put into practice. So far there 
is no sign of any Ruthenian Diet, —  of that D iet which should  
exercise the right of self-determ ination of the Ruthenian  
people in matters of religion, language and internal ad 
ministration. Ruthenian autonom y means the representation  
of the will of the Ruthenian people by its elected deputies * V

parmi les habitants de ce territoire.”  (A rt. 12.) "La T checo-Slovaquie 
garantit au territoire des Ruthenes une representation equitable dans
V Assem blee legislative de la Republique tcheco-slovaque, a laquelle ce 
territoire enverra des deputes elus conform em ent a la constitution de 
la Republique tcheco-slovaque. Toutefois, ces deputes ne jouiront pas 
du droit de vote dans la D iete tcheco-slovaque en toutes matieres legisla
tives du meme ordre que celles attributes a la Diete ruthene.”  (A r t.13.)
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sitting in the Ruthenian Provincial Diet. A rticle  14 of the 
T reaty  of Saint Germ ain guarantees the self-governm ent of 
Ruthenia by providing that every infraction of the rights 
involved shall be regarded as a breach of international law. 
T h e Treaty is safeguarded by the guarantee of the League 
of N ations: and any disputes that m ay arise are subject to 
the com petence of the Perm anent International Tribunal.

The sad situation of Ruthenia —  known officially as 
*‘Podkarpatska R u s“ —  was revealed som e years ago by  
the R eport submitted to President M asaryk  b y  Governor 
Zsatkovics.3 M . G regory Zsatkovics was the first Governor 
of Ruthenia: he had the lion ’s share in the work of ensur
ing the adherence of the Ruthenians to  C zecho-Slovakia; 
and he has given us an authentic history of that adherence. 
F rom  his report it w ould appear that the Ruthenians who  
had em igrated to A m erica during the eighties of the 
nineteenth century and had definitively settled there, were 
anxious when the G reat W a r  was over to do what they 
cou ld  to help their kinsfolk in the O ld  Country. Their object 
w as to provide that the Ruthenians living at the foot of the 
Carpathians should obtain full autonom y; and Dr. M asaryk  
actually  m ade a prom ise to that effect, that prom ise being 
the basis o f the resolution taken by the Ruthenians of A m e 
rica in the question of adherence. It was after the Am erican  
Ruthenians had adopted this attitude that the Ruthenian  
Central N ational Council declared in favour of incorpora
tion in C zecho-Slovakia. F rom  what M . Zsatkovics tells us 
it appears that already in 1921 —  during his term of office  
as G overnor-it was quite evident that the Czech Governm ent 
did not intend to put the autonom y of Ruthenia into force. 
T h e Ruthenians o f  A m erica  realised the mistake they had 
m ade and submitted to the League of Nations a large 
number of m emorandums urging the realisation of Ruthenian

3 "Expose adresse au President et au Gouvernement de la Repub- 
lique Tchecho-Slovaque de la part du Gouverneur Zsatkovics" (repro
duced also in the Memorandum entitled "Informations. . ." by Dr. 
Hodinka and Dr. Illes-Illyasevics).
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autonomy. A n d  last month (June) the Ruthenians of A m e 
rica sent a delegation headed by D r, G erovszky to study  
the present situation of their racial brethren in Europe on 
the spot. A fte r  com pleting its work of investigation the 
delegation declared in the presence of the Central National 
Council —  the body which in 1919, acting under the influence  
of the Ruthenians of A m erica, had declared in favour of 
incorporation in C zecho-Slovakia and had been called into 
being once m ore for the occasion —  that it w ould report 
its experiences to its m andatories in A m erica, This enlighten
ment of the Ruthenians of A m erica  as to the real state of 
affairs w ill ensure the developm ent of a unanimous public 
opinion, which w ill enter the lists against the prolonged  
cajolery and jugglery of the C zech Governm ent.

W e  cannot help asking ourselves the question w hy the 
Czech G overnm ent has overreached its ow n fundam ental 
law ? From  the very outset there could be no doubt w hat
soever that Prague was endeavouring by the creation of a 
N orth-E astern S lav corridor to establish direct comm unica
tion with M oscow . W h en  ten years ago Prague endeavoured  
to account for the postponem ent of Ruthenian autonom y in 
this manner, the attem pt was regarded as fantastic. T oday, 
however, everybody realises that what was then regarded  
as fantastic has becom e a sad reality. T h e treaty betw een  
Czecho-Slovakia and the Russian Soviet explains w hy  
Ruthenia had to be denied even the most elem entary  
rights of self-determ ination. T h e Soviet aerodrom es con
structed at the foot of the Southern Carpathians, the m ili
ary bases and the strategic roads, show what was the object 
of the proposed N orth-E astern Slav corridor. W e  must not 
forget that during the G reat W a r  the Russian offensive  
against the Central Pow ers also had Ruthenia for its 
objective.

W e  m ust warn the W estern  Pow ers that it is not m erely  
a question of the rights of a people of alm ost a million  
souls, but of a European problem  the solution of which cannot 
be lightheartedly ignored. Is it really  a m atter of indif
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ference to Europe that the subversive ideas of Bolshevism  
should find their w ay uninterrupted right into the heart of 
E urope? Let us not forget the words of M asaryk, who spoke 
of Ruthenia as "u n  depot irreguliere” which Czecho-Slovakia  
would only retain possession of until required to surrender 
it to Russia. Or would it be a matter of indifference to Eu
rope that a Ukranian State with a population of 30— 35 
million souls should break aw ay from Russia and absorb 
Ruthenia? N ow  the coming into being of a Greater U kra
ine is no m ere dream. This is proved by the support given 
to the Ukranian movements by  Prague, by the establishment 
of a university and of other cultural means, as also  by the 
very considerable material sacrifices m ade b y  the Czechs 
for the purpose. A n d  there is another Central European  
Power which is offering this m ovement positive material and 
moral assistance.

The proposed North-Eastern S lav corridor would be 
fatal to the interests of Poland. For an eventual establishm
ent of a Ukranian Em pire w ould act like a magnet on the 
Ukranian minority (3.5 million souls) living in Poland and 
would in consequence endanger the very State and poli
tical existence of the Polish nation as a whole.

In p re -W a r days Serbia was able in the service of the 
Russian Czar and of p an -S lav  interests to act a part which 
m ade her directly responsible for the w orld cataclysm  which 
ensued: do the W estern  Powers not see that the part played  
then by Serbia m ay very easily be played  today —  against 
her will —  by Ruthenia? —  by that Ruthenia which is the 
first stage on the road towards the fulfilment of Soviet 
R ussia's dreams of expansion? The question of Ruthenian 
autonom y is therefore one of European significance; for 
that autonomy m ay serve as a breakwater to stem the tide 
of endeavours which threaten to set the whole of Europe 
ablaze.

The realisation of Ruthenian autonomy would not only 
save the Ruthenians from  the danger of bolshevisation, but 
might serve to provide a line of communication between
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two friendly Pow ers —  Poland and H ungary — , an issue 
which w ould also provide an im pregnable bulwark to resist 
all Russian endeavours at expansion.

W e  do not know yet how C zecho-Slovakia w ill solve  
the very grave m inority problem s with which she is faced ; 
nor do w e know y et how far she w ill y ield  to pressure from  
without. But there can be no doubt at all that the policy of 
cunctatorism pursued by the C zech G overnm ent in the ques
tion of Ruthenian autonom y justifies our mistrusting the 
intentions of the Czech Republic. H ow  is C zecho-Slovakia  
going to guarantee the adjustm ent of the legal position of 
her minorities when she persists in the procedure follow ed  
by her for the past tw enty years of postponing the carrying  
into effect of the international treaty ensuring the self- 
government of Ruthenia and of the C zecho-Slovak law in 
which that treaty has been incorporated?

Seeing that the C zech Governm ent has not com plied  
with the condition on which the Ruthenians adhered to the 
Republic —  viz. the putting into force of Ruthenian auto
nom y — , there is no other alternative but to go back to the 
original state of things and to ask the Ruthenians living to  
the South of the Carpathians whether they desire to m ain
tain their present connection with the C zecho-Slovak S tate?  
C zecho-Slovakia cannot possibly refuse to com ply with the 
demand for a  plebiscite —  the m ost elem entary of all rights 
of self-determ ination; for Ruthenia was not absorbed in 
the C zecho-Slovak State by  right of conquest, but adhered  
to that State voluntarily and of her own free will.

CZECHOSLOVAK MINORITY QUESTIONS
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THE POLES OF CZECHOSLOVAKIA
BY

Dr. ANDREW MORAVEK

Among C zecho-Slovakia 's numerous nationality questions 
the least w ell known is the problem  of the Polish m i
nority. The reason is that in com parison with the

3 .3 00 .0 00  Sudeta Germ ans, 2 .300 .000  Slovaks, 1 .000.000 and
50 0 .000  Ruthenians the number of Poles (officially 82.000  
or 0 .5 7 %  of the total population, but according to the Poles 
them selves 250 .000) is com paratively sm all.

H ow  did these Poles come to be incorporated in the 
C zecho-Slovak R epublic? The main body of them lives in 
Bohem ian Silesia, in the old D uchy of Teschen Cieszyn, which 
in the M id d le  A g es was under the rule of the Polish Piasts. 
In the m iddle of the X IV . century the Duchy cam e under the 
sovereignty of the K ingdom  of Bohem ia, with which it passed  
under the rule of the Habsburgs. A fte r  the G reat W a r Poles 
and Czechs alike laid claim  to this territory, the richness of 
which is best shown b y  the fact that alm ost all of C zecho
slovak ia 's  coal is today found in that area, while 7 0 %  of 
her steel output and 6 0 %  of her iron output comes from  
there. B esides this, Teschen is a very im portant railw ay  
centre, which gives it an added economic significance.

A n  equitable solution w ould have been to draw the fron
tier along the ethnographic border, and the Czecho-Polish  
agreem ent of 5th Novem ber, 1918, was in fact concluded on this 
basis: the disputed area was divided so that besides the town 
of Teschen, the district of the same name, which at present 
belongs to Czecho-Slovakia, w ould have been assigned to 
P oland. B ut this agreement proved to be a tem porary one. 
W h en  a few months later the Poles were at loggerheads 
with the Ukraine, Czech troops invaded Polish territory and  
took possession of the Karw in Basin with its rich coal-beds. 
A  C zecho-P olish war seem ed inevitable, but it was averted
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by the Council of Am bassadors, and Poland, occupied with 
the initial difficulties of her new position as an independent 
State, was forced to agree to the plebiscite ordained by that 
Council in the territory disputed by  the Czechs. But the plebis
cite, which was to have taken place on 27th Septem ber, 1919, 
was never held. B y  1920 Poland was forced to engage in a 
life and death struggle with the Soviet, and Czech diplomacy, 
craftily seizing this opportunity, induced the Council of A m 
bassadors on 28th July, 1920, to pronounce a decision on the 
Teschen question which was very unfavourable to P olan d : a 
great part of the territories forcibly occupied by the Czechs was 
assigned to them and even the town of Teschen itself was 
cut in two. This was how a large part of the Teschen dist
rict and a considerable Polish minority came under Czech  
rule.

The Polish minority thus attached to Czecho-Slovakia  
has played the same passive role  in the Republic’s general 
minority policy as the rest of the national minorities. Our 
Review has published innumerable data concerning the treat
ment of the minorities by  the Czechs, so that —  not wishing 
to repeat ourselves —  we consider it unnecessary to enter 
into details. A ll  we would say here is that the Poles were 
excluded from  the benefits of the Land R eform ; that Czech  
“ minority’ ’ schools have been established in purely Polish  
villages, and children whose mother-tongue is Polish forced  
to attend them ; that Czech priests have been forced on 
Polish parishes; that the citizenship of Polish national has not 
been recognized, etc.1 In this respect the Polish minority  
question and the aspects of the minority treatment m eted out 
to them are the sam e as in the case of the rest of Czecho
slovakia ’s minorities.

The importance of the Polish minority evinces itself in 
their comparatively advanced state of organization, due 
mainly to the strong self-activity of this minority. This self- 
help is manifest also in the sphere of education, for the 
"M acierz Skolna” organization was in 1933— 34. supporting 
11 private elem entary and 7 private higher-grade schools

1 See Tomcsanyi, Janos: A  cseh-lengyel viszaly (The Czech-Polish 
Dispute). "Magyar Szemle” 1934, Vol. 3.
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In 1931. the same organization comprised 90 local branches 
-with a total membership roll of 8166, and it supported 67 
libraries with 17.201 volum es and 3041 members. In that 
year it staged 201 perform ances of plays and arranged 106 
national festivals and 269 lectures and excursions. Besides  
this organization and several minor societies expressly of a 
m inority character, there are a lso  a good number of other 
social organizations belonging to the Polish minority. They  
have, for instance, 82 choral societies with about 3000 m em 
bers, and a society form ed to do social work among the  
youth boasts of about 4000 members. Then the Catholics and  
Protestants have each their own youth societies and there 
is also a society —  naturally a sm all one of 120 members 
in all —  of university students. Like every other Slav people, 
the Poles have m any gymnastic societies: in the first place  
there is that of the Socialist youth, the ‘ ‘S ila ‘ ‘ , which 
comprises 38 local groups with a  total membership roll of 
1564, and then the Burgher “ Sokol** with 750 members. 
T o  these must be added the B oy Scouts* organization and 
various sporting associations in the m odern sense of the w ord. 
In comparison with their numbers the Poles have a vigorous 
Press. Since 1934. they have possessed a daily newspaper, 
the “ Dziennil Polski**, and the more powerful political par
ties have their own weeklies, 6 in number. Besides these, 
there are various technical and economic papers.

But this cultural activity of the Poles in Silesia has been  
greaty ham pered during the past two decades by the 
strenuous efforts of the Czechs to denationalize them. In his 
comprehensive w ork W itt  sa y s :2

“ W ork in the Silesian areas is being done particularly 
by the “Narodni Jednota Slezka** of Prague, which last year 
distributed 200 Christmas gifts among the minority schools 
of Silesia, and the “ Slezka Matice Lidove Osvety", which has 
147 local groups with 16.000 members. The latter supports 
42 infant schools, 2 girls* schools and two schools of music 
and does notable work in the sphere of popular education 
outside the schools. Namely, its whole activity is concentra
ted on the Teschen section of the organization. Alm ost every

2 Die Teschener Frage. (Berlin 1935. Volk und Reich Verlag.)
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local group belongs to the "M atica  Lidove O svety pro  
T esin sk o". W hereas every other group is subject to severe 
regulations, it is but natural that the organization of the 
“ staple elem ents" enjoy every conceivable privilege: generous 
S tate aid, and influence at the time of censuses, elections 
and when posts are to be filled, things which no minority 
can avail itself of and which, are an exceedingly powerful 
weapon in the war of p eop les".

It is naturally im possible to record the results of this 
unequal struggle in numbers, but certain computations may  
h e m ade from  the figures of the censuses, which are alw ays  
detrimental to the Poles, and on the other hand from  the 
changes in the number of elem entary schools. The following  
are data from  the above-m entioned book by W itt :

Schools School-year Increase (—{—) or 
Decrease (—1

1918/19 1928/29 O/o

P o lish  s c h o o ls
Public elementary schools 91 76 — 17
Classes 328 244 — 24
Private elementary schools 7 7 —
Classes 27 17 — 35
Percentage of Polish pupils 52 24 — 56
Number of Polish inhabitants

to each class 473 247 — 48

Czech schools
Public elementary schools 93 193 +  110
Classes 315 765 +140
Private elementary schools 5 1 — 80
Classes 17 1 — 60
Percentage of Czech pupils 35 59 +  72
Number of Czech inhabitants

to each class 329 220 — 33.3

Until quite recently the Polish minority in Silesia was 
divided politically into 5 parties, the m ost important of which 
was the Union of Silesian Catholics (Zw iazek Slaskich  
K atolikow ). whose leader is Dr. W o lf, M . P. The trend of the 
Party is national and Catholic; in the latter respect, in many  
questions its policy is similar to that of the Catholic Parties 
of the rest of the nationalities. The party of the Protestant
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camp, which is about half as big, is the People's Party  
(Stronnictwo ludow e), whose leader is Dr. Buzek. There is 
also a Polish Social Dem ocratic Party (Polska Socjalistyczna  
P artja Robotnica) under the leadership of M . Chobot. A t  
the elections in 1929 these three Parties entered the arena 
with a joint list and a program m e the chief point of which 
was the national dem ands of the Polish minority. Together 
they secured over 30 .000  (i. e. alm ost all the Polish) votes. 
Besides these parties there are also Communists among the 
Poles. In 1929 3 m en of Polish origin secured seats in the 
Czech Parliam ent: Buzek (People's P arty), Chobot (Social 
D em ocrat), and Sliwka (Com m unist). In 1935 the Polish  
Parties entered the lists again in a new form ation: the non- 
Socialist parties m ade an alliance with the Slovak People's  
P arty (H linka's Autonom ist and Catholic Opposition) and the 
Communists struggled alone. This dissipation of forces was 
fatal, for, instead of 3, the Poles only managed to secure 1 
seat in Parliament, which was won by Dr. W o lf 's  Burgher 
Party. In the past few months this Burgher bloc has grown 
even m ore united and the number of its adherents is pro
bably being augm ented by Social Dem ocratic and Communist 
elements. This process was begun in 1935, when the Social 
D em ocratic Party was deserted by  a section advocating a 
national policy and co-operation with the Burgher Polish  
parties.

A s  regards internal policy, the problems of the Polish  
minority are —  as we have pointed out —  the same as 
these of the other minorities in C zecho-Slovakia. W h at lends 
a peculiar character to the Polich question is that it is 
perhaps m ore important still from the angle of foreign 
politics.

The Poles and Czech are divided by profound differences 
that have their origin in the distant past. These differences 
are not m erely due to an antagonism of political interests; 
they are ideological differences springing from  spiritual 
sources, permanent and not incidental.

Even is Habsburg A ustria there was a latent or patent 
lack of understanding amounting to antagonism between  
Poles and Czechs, which alw ays m ade itself felt. They never 
could undestand each other on the question of Slavism. The

22



POLES OF CZECHO-SLOVAKIA

Poles regarded M oscow  as their m ost dangerous oppressor, 
while the Czechs looked to Russia as the protagonist of Slav  
solidarity and of their national deliverance. The Czechs 
could not underestand the hatred of the P oles for Russia and  
in their repeated struggles for liberty from  the Russian yoke  
saw a betrayal of the principle of Slavism . E ven the most 
eminent men among the Czechs, such as Palacky, severely  
condemned this ‘ ‘b etrayal".

The difference betw een the Poles and the Czechs was 
evident also during the G reat W a r . The Czechs resorted to  
sabotage to ruin the chances of the Central Pow ers, and  
deserted en m asse: the Polish legions under Pilsudski, on  
the other hand, fought against Russia for the liberty of 
Poland. In "N e w  E u rop e" the difference was not resolved, 
and it continued to poison the Czecho-Polish atm osphere. 
Principally out of self-interest and in the hope of securing 
a powerful S lav rearguard, the Czechs, disguising these 
aims with the slogan of universal Slav interests, dem anded  
the assignment to R ussia of the part of Eastern Galicia in
habited by Ukrainians which had been handed over to 
Poland by the Peace Treaties. In this w ay they hoped to 
establish direct contact with Russia through Ruthenia and  
Eastern Galicia. This aspiration was no secret to Polish  
public opinion, and the Polish Press frequently and unambi
guously expressed the opinion that the sabotage which among  
the Ukrainians had begun to assume a m ore and m ore 
threatening and savage form  in the first years of the second  
decade of the century, and all the movements directed  
against the State of Poland, were organized in Prague and 
managed by refugee Ukranians with the tacit consent of  
Czech official circles.

Seeing the consolidation of Poland, which they had  
regarded as a "season  S ta te ", and M oscow 's loss of prestige 
the Czechs changed their tactics and now began to approach  
the former country in the name of the "B rotherhood of 
S la v s". On the occasion of D r. Benes's visit to W arsaw  on 
23rd A p ril, 1925, an agreem ent embodying a reciprocal pro
tection of their minorities was concluded between Poland and 
C zecho-Slovakia. Both countries agreed to veto denationaliza
tion and to accept people's own statements regarding their
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nationality. The question of language was precisely regulated  
in every detail, arrangements were m ade for the establish
ment of private schools, to be " i f  possible" subsidized by the 
State, and an agreement was arrived at concerning the staffs 
of teachers and certain questions of school inspection and 
also as regards providing the schools with books and ap 
pliances. Simultaneously the Czechs withdrew their support 
from the Ukrainian refugees and did all in their power to 
promote cultural intercourse with Poland, in order to induce 
that country to join the Little Entente; but at he sam e time 
they did thein best to ensure that Poland should play the 
role of lightning-conductor where Germ any was concerned. 
B y influencing the Germ an Press they succeeded in diverting 
national dissatisfaction towards Poland alone and in making 
Germ an public opinion adopt a neutral attitude towards 
Czecho-Slovakia.

The continuation of these (for some years very succes- 
ful) Czech tactics was suddenly rendered impossible by the 
triumph of National Socialism in Germ any, follow ed shortly 
by an unexpected agreement between Germ any and Poland. 
Germ an public opinion now turned against the Czechs; and 
Poland, relieved from the pressure of her most powerful 
enemy second to the Soviet, was able to devote more atten
tion and energy to clearing up relations with C zecho-Slo
vakia, which was all the m ore desirable since the Czechs, 
excited because of the agreement concluded between G er
many and Poland, were making their annoyance increasingly 
felt b y  the Poles of Teschen. The first serious crisis arose in 
1934, when, to commemorate the battle fought for the town, 
the Poles of Teschen arranged a festival (within doors) and 
the Czechs had resort to  reprisals: the banks demanded re
paym ent of their loans to the Poles, Czechs were forbidden  
to enter public places of amusement and restaurants kept by 
Poles, Polish workmen were dismissed in great numbers, 
many people were expelled from the country and numerous 
Poles of Poland and of Teschen were arrested.

T o  these Czech measures the Poles replied with counter
measures. The Press in Poland issued a grave warning to 
Czecho-Slovakia, pointing out what the consequences of 
these measures were likely to be; the patriotic youth of the
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country m arched out to the frontier bridge at Teschen  
to stage a dem onstration; the Polish minority itself 
m et to protest against the punitive measures instituted  
by the C zechs: and the W arsaw  Governm ent replied to 
the expulsion of Poles by in turn expelling Czechs from  
Poland. A ll  intercourse in the field  of sports was also stop
ped. A s  a result of the energy displayed by the W arsaw  
Governm ent and by Polish public opinion, the Czechs tem 
pered the severity of their m easures and released the Poles  
under arrest, permitting them to return to P oland; but the 
Czecho-Polish conflict was not form ally settled. Benes did 
profess himself willing to have the affair investigated and  
laid before the League of Nations, but the Poles, stipulated  
that the one condition on which norm al relations between the 
two countries might be restored was that C zecho-Slovakia  
should change the policy hitherto pursued tow ards the Polish  
minority.

Since —  according to the Poles —  this did not take 
place, the situation continued to produce one crisis after  
another. Prague took revenge on C zecho-Slovakia's minority  
Poles for the energetic anti-C zech attitude of public opinion 
in P oland: the Governm ent prosecuted them  on the charge 
of irredentism, arbitrarily suppressed their new spapers, for
bade the singing of their national anthem, and tow ards the 
end of 1935 sent troops to occupy the district of Teschen. 
Other sim ilarly abortive attem pts to arrive at an under
standing and a form al liquidation of the affair were frustrated  
by the circumstance that the Czechs refused to fulfil the only  
condition on which Poland was willing to negotiate, nam ely  
a revision of their treatment of the Polish minority.

The great changes wrought in Central Europe b y  the 
Anschluss  m ade their effects felt on C zecho-P olish relations. 
The Polish minority was also  carried aw ay by the practically  
united action of C zecho-Slovakia ’s nationalities, and following  
their exam ple, on 29th M arch  1938, on behalf of the United  
Polish Burgher Parties D r. W o lf  added his declaration to 
that submitted to Parliam ent by  the other national minorities 
of the Republic. The text of the Polish declaration ran as 
fo llow s:
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“ The aim of the policy hitherto pursued was the 
denationalization of the Polish inhabitants. From  1934 to 
1936, when the P oles were energetically dem anding their 
rights, it seem ed as though a change had taken place and 
they w ere to receive a redress of their grievances. W hen, 
however the Poles of Teschen realized that —  even after 
the Governm ent's announcement on 18th February —  their 
dem ands would not be granted, they decided to fight for 
a radical am elioration of their lot. T h e situation of the 
Poles cannot be radically  regulated without autonomy, 
which alone can prevent a further denationalization of 
the Polish minority and ensure a restoration of the situa
tion as it was before 1 9 2 0 ."

A t  a meeting held in Teschen on 19 M a y  the Poles pre
cisely defined their autonomist program m e. A m ongst other 
things they insisted that the P oles should have the last word  
as regards the filling of vacant public posts in the Polish  
areas and the right to exercise supervision over the activity  
of all societies and organisations there. Furtherm ore they  
dem anded cultural autonom y, the right to have a say in the 
economic policy of those areas and to control all possibi
lities of labour and a fair share of the State revenues.

—  y  —
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BRITISH OPINIONS ON THE CZECH QUESTION 
J . L. G a rvin :

(The Observer, June 19.)
The Czech Government has agreed that no plan consistent 

with the integrity of the mixed Republic shall be excluded from 
negotiation. The claims of Herr Henlein's party for the largest 
possible autonomy are admitted to discussion as well as the 
proposals of President Benesh and Dr. Hodza for sub-autonomy. 
Acknowledging past errors, the Czechs are ready for concessions 
on what may be called County Council lines giving more secu
rity to the Germans in respect of language, schools, and official 
appointments in their own districts and other local affairs.

These "cultural concessions” will not suffice even for an 
experimental adjustment and temporary truce. The German 
demand for the complete administrative self-government of the 
Sudeten lands bordering the Reich will not be surrendered in 
principle. Between that claim and the "cultural concessions,” 
with subordinate local institutions, as contemplated by the 
Czechs, some advanced plan of compromise will have to be 
found, and the possibilities in this sense should be discussed as 
frankly between London and Berlin as between London and 
Prague.

There is no danger of war in Central Europe on Germany's 
wanton initiative. W e make this statement despite the unscrupu
lous assertions to the contrary fabricated daily by Communist 
agencies, and spread by their credulous helpers. The only 
danger— springing partly from natural fear and partly from 
defiance based on the presumption of British aid at a pinch in 
addition to Russian and French— is the continued insistence of 
the Czechs on increased military measures for the purposes both 
of domestic and external policy.

T he T im es, June 14:

“It was one of the mistakes of the Peace Treaties that, 
though the principle of self-determination was much in evidence 
in Paris, the wishes of the Germans in Bohemia as of their
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fellows is Austria were never consulted; or, in so far as by their 
self-organized efforts those wishes found some expression, they 
were harshly brushed aside. What remain® to be done is to 
rectify the error of 1919, and to allow the Sudeten Germans 
peacefully to express their own views as to their future. Self- 
determination is a principle upheld by the makers of the Peace 
Treaties, by the League of Nations, and now by the Germans of 
the Reich, who ask it on behalf of their kinsmen in Czecho
slovakia. It is of course perfectly true that power politics may 
drive principles into the background and put national aggrandi
sement before everything. But in this case all the countries 
concerned are party responsible for the present impasse, and 
all of them should now combine to find a settlement which can 
only be durable if it coincides with the wishes of the population 
immediately concerned." *

The London correspondent of the "Pesti Hirlap" recenty had 
a conversation with Sir Robert Gower, leader of the Pro-Hungary 
group in the British Parliament, the gist of which was published 
in the July 7th issue of that newspaper. Sir Robert Gower said 
that the way the Central European negotiations had kept dragging 
on during the past weeks was a source of the deepest anxiety to 
him. For the present the States of the Little Entente —  he con
tinued —  showed no signs of desiring to solve the problem of 
Hungary’s rightful demands in a really peaceful way. During this 
time he had had numerous conversations with leading men in 
British politics, and they had come to the conclusion that they 
would be compelled to bring the Hungarian question up anew 
in the House of Commons and recommend it to the Prime Min
ister’s consideration. Today the most burning problem in the 
Danube Valley was undoubtedly Czecho-Slovakia, that is to say 
the situation of the minorities in that country. All the same, the 
solution of the minority problem would not solve the question 
of the Danube Valley. He was still firmly convinced, and main
tained the opinion, that no peace in the Danube Valley was pos
sible until the areas inhabited by Hungarians had been restored 
to the mother-country. Sir Robert hoped that Prague realized this, 
for there were but few in Great Britain, nay in Europe, who 
did not know that the injustices of Trianon must disappear from 
the map of Europe, just as all the injustices of Versailles had 
been done away with. The Czech Government's plan would have 
been very welcome had it been realized quickly. It was beyond 
comprehension why negotiations were lasting so long. Were 
Prague really willing in good earnest to solve the situation, it 
could be done in a few days. The Government in Prague v/ould 
be doing a great service to the cause of peace if they ceased to 
prolong negotiations and show reluctance to solve the problems 
and if, at the same time, they would give Hungary encouragement
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to believe that no obstacles would be put in the way of an 
equitable settlement of the territorial question.

*

Major Procter, M. P. (Con.), in an interview with the Lon
don Correspondent of the "Pesti Hirlap”, said that the continual 
postponement of the solution of the nationality problem of 
Czecho-Slovakia led him to conclude that the Czech Government 
had misunderstood the advice and warning of London and Paris. 
Now this misinterpretation m igh h ave v e r y  seriou s con seq u en ces. 
Those advocates of peaceful sympathy who had tried to make the 
attitude of the Czech Government comprehensible in Great 
Britain, were completely at a loss to understand the reckless 
superiority with which Prague was endeavouring toprocrastinate 
the discussion of the nationality question. Major Procter did not 
know what information the British Government had received from 
Prague as to the progress of the negotiations; but the recent Note 
urging matters proved that neiher Great Britain nor France was 
in the very least satisfied. There was no calculating what might 
happen in Czecho-Slovakia, if the authorities failed to conclude 
with the non-Czech nationalities an equitable agreement. One 
thing was however indubitable: Prague was not likely to have 
another favourable opportunity of the kind to adjust the nati
onality matters within the frontiers of the Czecho-Slovak State. 
Should next week too pass without there being any re-assuring 
report fom Prague respecting the adjustment of the situation of 
the Hungarian minorities, Major Procter said he would immedia
tely put an urgent question to the Prime Minister begging for 
the energetic intervention of the British Government in view of 
the incalculable danger latent in a further postponement of the 
solution of the question,

*
Mr. Victor Cazelet, M. P., member of the Foreign Affairs 

Committee, speaking to the correspondent of the "Pesti Hirlap" 
made the following statement:

With their deeds, speeches and plans Hungary's new Prime 
Minister and his Government with one stroke won the confidence 
and sympathy of all civilized nations, British public opinion is 
fully aware of the difficulties with which Premier Imredy has to 
contend. In critical times a Constitutional regime finds it very 
hard to fight against extremists, whether their demands are na
tional or of an economic nature. Nevertheless Mr. Cazalet was 
fully convinced that Premier Imredy would not only maintain 
constitutional order in Hungary, but, by insuring the continuity of
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a thousand-year old system, would also play a vital role in con
solidating peace in Europe.

As everybody now knew the cause of the present European 
crisis lay in the Paris Peace Treaties. Economic troubles would 
cease, were the intolerable conditions imposed on Europe by the 
Peace Treaties righted by means of an equitable readjustment. 
The sense of insecurity arising from this was growing steadity 
worse, and it would seem that even the most gigantic and rapid 
scale of armaments was powerless to insure peace in Europe and 
the world. Sooner or later all rationally minded statesmen would 
be forced to realize that parallel with armaments we needed a 
constructive international policy which by its realism would win 
the confidence of all the nations. Armaments alone, on how
ever great a scale, would not be sufficient to save our civili
sation and guarantee peace, unless at the same time efforts were 
made to imbue the souls of men with a spirit conducive to co
operation. It was time to devise a technique of peaceful and 
constructive national development that would restore a feeling 
of security among the nations. Should efforts in that direction be 
long delayed, another world war was inevitable.

Nowadays two questions gave rise every now and then to 
exceedingly strained relations between the several European Great 
Powers. The one was the Spanish question, the other the Central 
European situation created by the problems of the nationalities 
in Czecho-Slovakia. From the tenor of the pourparlers in Prague 
Mr. Cazalet gathered the impression that Czecho-Slovakia would 
seize this opportunity of coming to terms with Hungary. In his 
opinion, never since the Peace Treaties were concluded had there 
been so good an opportunity for this as now, when an agree
ment was so greatly to the interst of both countries.

No lasting peace between Czecho-Slovakia and Hungary was 
conceivable unless a fair readjustment of the frontiers in Hun
gary’s favour took place.

Mr. Cazalet was convinced that those two countries could 
implicitly rely on Great Britain to act as intermediary, if re
quested to do so. Both of them trusted Britain. During the past 
weeks the British Government had given proof, precisely in con
nection with the Sudeta German crisis, that its influence in 
Europe was again very strong. Great Britain was interested in 
one thing alone, in peace, and expected Prague to fulfil the right
ful demands of the Sudeta Germans, just as she expected Berlin 
to refrain from violence. The possibility of eliminating the dif
ferences between Hungary and Czecho-Slovakia was forthcoming. 
Europe's leading statesmen knew today that Hungary had a great
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vocation to fulfil, but that country would be able to insure its 
existence, which it had preserved during a thousand years of 
succesful struggle, only if it managed to maintain its independence 
in the future. —  y  —

W H E N  W I L L  T H E  P R O C R A S T I N A T I N G  T A C T I C S  O F  T H E
C Z E C H S  C E A S E ?

Budapest, 30th June 1938.

T he excitin g  parish electio n s are o v e r ; but the N a tion a lity  
S tatute (C h a rter) p ro m ised  m on th s ago b y  the C ze ch o -S lo v a k  
G o vern m en t has n ot been  m ade p ublic. T h e n egotiation s and d is 
cu ssions carried  on  on  J u n e 23rd . w ith  the S ud eta  G erm an  
P a rty  and on J un e 29th . w ith  the U n ited  H ungarian P a rty  and  
M .W o l f ,  the P olish  D e p u ty , fo llo w e d  on J un e 30th . b y  the p ou rp a r
lers betw een  P rem ier  H o d z a  and the rep resen ta tives  o f  the  
R uthenian branch o f the U n ited  Hungarian P a rty , h ave n ot a d 
vanced  m atters b e y o n d  the m e r e ly  in form a tive sta ge. T h e  G o 
vern m en t has in d eed  p ro m ised  that it w ill su bm it the D ra ft  
N a tion a lity  S tatute to  the N a tion a l A s s e m b ly  on J u ly  15th .; but 
after the d epressin g  ex p erien ces  o f  the past the public opinion  
o f  the n on -C zech  nationalities is n ot in the lea st con vin ced  that 
this la test p rom ise w ill be a ctua lly kept.

T he circu m stance that the M a y  m obilisa tion  —  w hich inflic
ted  fresh  seriou s charges on a p opu la tion  a lrea d y groaning  
beneath the h ea vy  w eigh t o f  ex istin g  ta x es  —  d id  not lea d  to  
a catastroph e, has im m ea su rably enhanced the self-im p o rta n ce  o f  
the C zech s. In  contrast to the attitude a d o p ted  b y  them  in the 
ea rly spring, th e y  are on ce m o re  beginning to rid e the high h orse  
in their treatm en t o f the n o n -C zech  nationa lities; and in d eed , 
according to a b so lu tely  tru stw orth y in form ation  receiv ed , in a 
certain large tow n in the Z ip ser  d istrict o f  S lovak ia  the loca l  
rep resen ta tive  o f the C zech  parties at a m eeting  o p e n ly  d ecla red  
that the m o st suitable solu tion  o f the n ationality qu estion  w ou ld  
have been  —  to  m urder the n ationa lity citizen s. N o  d ou b t this 
in solen t attitude is  en cou ra ged  b y  the circu m stance that the  
C zech  p ress d o e s  n ot take the sligh test trou ble to  enlighten  its 
rea d ers as to the seriou s character o f the situation , but con ten ts  
itself w ith p o oh -p o o h in g  the n ationality p roblem .

T h e abuse o f their a u th ority b y  th ose in p o w er  has co n 
tinued to be the ord er o f  the d a y , and the cyn icism  w hich from  
the v e r y  ou tset has ch ara cterized  the beha viou r o f th e authorities  
tow a rd s the nationalities is, if p o ssib le , m ore in ev id en ce  than 
ever . T hus, to m ention  but on e  instance, w hen the U n ited  H u n 
garian P a rty  arranged to h old  a Hungarian D a y  in B ereg sza sz  
(B e r e h o v o )  on 19th June, the authorities forb a d e them  to d o  so  
on the p r e te x t that sin ce all the villa ges w ere  m aking prepa ra 
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tions to attend it in large n um bers, no one w ou ld  be left at h om e  
to p reven t th efts and fires. I t  w a s ju st an en dless series o f  
sim ilarly stu pid  and annoying m easures that m ade the m inority  
inhabitants lo se  all con fid en ce in the authorities. Sadder still is 
the fact that the C zech s speak o f their m in ority fe llo w -c itizen s  
w ith a hatred th ey  are at less and less  pains to  disguise.

U n d er such circum stances C zech  public opinion  is not in 
the least con vin ced  that, —  as p oin ted  out recen tly  again b y  the 
warning articles o f the leading B ritish  and F rench  papers, the 
"T im e s ”  and “ L e  T e m p s” —  the C zech  nation has to m ake  
sa crifices. T h e im pression  obtain ed  is on the con trary that p eo p le  

in P rague are continuing to tem p o rise  and endeavouring b y  half
con cession s to throw  dust in the e y e s  o f  the n on -C zech  nationa
lities  and of the w orld  at large.

F ro m  cazual rep orts in the C zech  P ress  it m a y be gathered, 
n am ely, that the nationality “ re fo rm s“  are con tem pla ted  in the 
fo rm  o f the fo llow in g  B ills : 1. a N o v e l  su pplem en tin g the Langu
age A c t ;  2 . an A m en d m en t o f the A dm in istration  A c t  o f 1937 ; 
3 . a B ill prohibiting denationalization  and 4. a B ill providing  
that the nationalities shall e n jo y  a p roportion a te share o f public  
p o sts , etc. It is said that the N o v e l su pplem en tin g the Language 
A c t  o f 1920 is to red uce the percentage o f m in ority inhabitants 
requ ired  in a district to en title  them  to the use o f their ow n  
tongue from  20  to 10 per cent. S h ou ld  this plan be carried out, 
the Hungarians w o u ld  regain their language rights in places  
w h ere, thanks to the m achinations o f the C zezch  C en su s and the  
anti-H ungarian re-organisation  o f the d istricts, th ey lost them  
after 1920, but it w o u ld  sig n ify  no im p rovem en t on the state o f  
affairs prior to 1920. T h e  A m en d m en t o f the A dm inistration  A c t  
o f 1927 w ou ld  perhaps exten d  the sp h ere o f  authority o f p ro 
vincial self-g overn m en t, but w o u ld  neither grant national auto
n o m y  to the S udeta  G erm an s and P o les , nor secu re to Slovakia  
and R uthenia the a u ton om y guaranted in the P ittsburgh C on ven 
tion and the S t. G erm ain M in o rity  T rea ty  resp ec tiv ely . A n  A c t  
prohibiting denationalization  —  w hich in a ny case is forbidden  
b y  the C on stitu tion  o f 1921  —  and a p rop ortion a te  share o f  public  
p o sts , etc. fo r  the nationalities, w o u ld  certa in ly be w elcom e  
m easures, but are o n ly  qu estion s o f d etails far rem o ved  from  the 
c o re  o f  the p roblem .

F o r  the g ist o f the p roblem  is that the C zech o -S lo v a k  R ep u b 
lic m ust abandon the fiction  o f a national S tate and accept the 
rea lity  that it is a nationality on e, and on this basis m ust recogn ize  
the legal corp ora ten ess o f  the nationalities as such and invest 
them  wich national a u ton om y based  on this or on territorial 
principles. T h e eventual ex ten sion  o f the rights o f the invidual 
w h ere single m in ority citizens are con cern ed  w ou ld  n ot help  
m uch in the p resen t situation. As, h ow ever, the granting o f natio
nality autonom ies n ecessa rily  in vo lves  the alteration o f the
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C on stitu tion  o f  1920, no solu tion  o f  the nationality p ro blem  is 
con ceiva b le  w ith ou t such a step  being taken. T he less  so  since  
the p resen t C on stitu tion  w a s fra m ed  w ith ou t the co -o p era tio n  o f  
the nationalities. T his being the case, th ey  are c o m p elled  to  
regard  it as a C on stitu tion  fo is te d  upon  them , and cannot con sid er  
the C on stitu tion a l arrangem ents o f  the R ep u blic  as d em ocratic  
until th ey  h ave a sa y  in them .

L ast t ta p p e  o f  P arish  E lection s.

The last series of parish elections were held on June 12th.; 
the results did not however bring about any change in the situa
tion created by the elections of the two previous Sundays. In the 
German districts of the historical provinces the Henlein Party 
on this occasion too obtained roughly 90% of the number of 
votes. On the Czech side the parties of the Extreme Right have 
crumbled away, the electorate having decidedly shown a shifting 
towards the Left and the Communists having gained ground ma
terially. This latter fact points to the Czechs regarding Moscow 
as their only hope in international politics and in internal politics 
too, showing a more and more decided preference for the 
principles of Bolshevism. A  striking phenomenon is the conside
rable increase in the number of Czech voters in the Sudeta 
German districts —  a phenomenon to be explained by the 
circumstance that since 1931. too there has been an unbroken conti
nuation of the forced immigration into those districts of Czech of
ficials accompained by an equaly artificial influx of Czech 
artisans into the German towns and villages.

In Slovakia —  a province wrested from Hungary —  the 
remarkable headway made by the United Magyar (Hungarian) 
Party on the present occasion was more strikingly in evidence 
than before. In 160 of the 535 parishes with Magyar majorities 
in which the election were held on June 12th the only party 
represented by candidates was the United Magyar Party, In 92 
of the 112 Hungarian villages in Eastern Slovakia the Party 
obtained an absolute majority; and it headed the list in the other 
villages too. The character of the success attained by the Party 
in Western and Central Slovakia is shown clearly by the follo
wing data; In the Parkany hundred the United Magyar Party 
secured more than 75% and in the Feles hundred more than 60% 
of the total number of votes. In one of the largest Hungarian 
towns of Western Slovakia —  in Komarom —  the Party has 
secured 21 seats as against 12 seats previously. In numerous Hun
garian villages —  e. g. in Ipolykeszi, Kisujfalu, Palast, Apaca- 
szaikalas, Ipolybel, Elek, Fuss, Kosuti, Tallos, Csata, Kolozsnema, 
Orsujfalu, Turiszakalas and Kisker —  the number of seats 
obtained by the Hungarians has doubled; while in Kajal and 
Keszegfalva that number has trebled; and in the village of Torna

33 3



DANUBIAN REVIEW

it has actually risen to four times what it was previously. The 
headway made by the Party has been made at the expense, 
partly of the Communists, and partly of the Czech Agrarians and 
Social Democrats, who have lost ground enormously. In the 
35 villages of the Kiralyhelmec hundred, for instance, the United 
Hungarian (Magyar) Party secured 2848 more votes that at the 
1925 parliamentary elections; whereas the Czech Agrarian Party 
lost 1438, the Communist Party 801, and the Czech Social Democ
rat Party 79 votes. These latter parties wormed their way into 
the Hungarian villages originally under the cloke of interna
tionalism and "class interest" respectively; but the events of 
recent weeks have added such fuel to the fire of national feeling 
that the parties in question have been practically swept out of 
existence in the Hungarian villages.

Another instructive result of these elections is the very con
siderable discrepancy between the data of the 1930 Census and 
the number of votes secured by the United Magyar Party —  a 
discrepancy strikingly in favour of the latter. In Jolsva, for 
instance, according to the latest Census data the Magyars rep
resent only 7.43% of the population; whereas the votes cast for 
the Hungarian Party at the elections represented 56.6% of the 
total number of electors. The respective data relating to Rozsnyo 
are 50.6% (Census) and 56.4% (votes cast by Hungarian Party) 
respectively. Cases of the kind could be added ad lib. It would 
seem, therefore, either that the data of the Czecho-Slovak Census 
are false or that Slovaks too voted for the United Magyar Party, 
T ertiu m  non  datur.

Not only the United Hungarian (Magyar) Party, but also the 
Slovak People's (Hlinka) Party, which is co-operating with it in 
the struggle for autonomy, has achieved very significant results. 
The number of votes secured by the Party shows an average 
advance of 10%. In any case it is the strongest of the Slovak 
parties; and in all probability it is supported by the whole Slovak 
people. This circumstance requires to be stressed with particular 
emphasis in view of the fact that Czech propaganda has left no 
stone untamed to discount the great success achieved by the 
Party, and indeed actually goes so far as to deny that success. 
In answer to this it will suffice to refer to the fact that in 
Pozsony —  the Capital of Slovakia —  the Party this year obtain
ed 8133 votes as against 5660 in 1935 and actually doubled the 
number of seats secured at the previous parish (municipal) elec
tions. At Zsolna —  that rapidly developing town of Slovakia —  
the Party now holds 13 seats, as against the 7 seats held 
previously.

The results of the elections at Pozsony are in other respects 
too exceptionally instructive. The United Hungarian Party and its 
ally, the German Christian Socialist Party, polled a slightly 
larger number of votes; while Henlein secured 13.283 votes as
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against 5967 at the 1935 elections. As contrasted with the advance 
made by the three autonomist parties (Henlein, Hungarian and 
Hlinka Parties), the Czech Government parties lost some 600 
votes, while the number of votes polled by the Communists 
actually fell from 5255 to 2856, they obtaining only 2 seats as against 
the 8 previously held by them. The victory of the autonomist 
parties was therefore scored at the expense of the Communists. 
The most gratifying moment of the Slovakia elections is indeed 
the circumstance that the autonomist parties made considerable 
headway at the expense of Bolshevism, whereas in the so-called 
"historical" provinces —  as we have seen —  the Czech agencies 
of Moscow secured very significant successes.

The results of the elections were a source of unspeakable 
joy to the native population of the capital of Slovakia. When 
they became public, Magyars, Slovaks and Germans fell upon 
one another's necks and crowds of them demonstrated before 
the offices of the United Hungarian Party, Hlinka’s Party and 
Henlein's Party. The two latter Parties, as well as the ally of the 
United Hungarian Party, the German Christian Socialist Party, 
took measures to obtain legal redress for the various abuses of 
which the authorities were guilty. The most striking of these was 
that the names of thousands of minority electors had been omit
ted from the elctors' lists. A  fair election would have secured 
the Autonomist Parties greater victory than even the splendid 
results quoted above.

C on ten ts o f S ud eta  G erm an M em ora n d u m .

According to the “Deutscher Nachrichtendienst" the funda
mental principles underlying the memorandum submitted to 
the Government by the Sudeta German Party, which, together 
with the Minority Statute, has been accepted as the basis of 
negotiations, are as follows:

The national groups shall be entitled to elect their own na
tional representatives and form their own national governments. 
Legislative power shall be in the hands, partly of the common 
legislative body (i. e. of a joint national assembly) and partly —  
in so far as the matters in question concern any of the national 
groups —  in those of the national legislative bodies. To the sphere 
of authority of these national legislative bodies would, namely, 
belong matters concerning public welfare, public hygiene, buil
ding, housing, self-governing bodies, district and parish affairs, 
including the village police and certain questions of taxation 
pertaining to self-government.

To the sphere of authority of the central legislative body in 
Prague would be left matters pertaining to common finance and
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common defence, as well as the executive power of the State 
(gendarmerie, etc.) and the direction of the State's foreign 
policy. The national governments would be called “directories". 
Their presidents would be elected from among the members of 
the national legislative bodies and would be members of the 
joint government. The authority of a directory would extend to 
all persons belonging to the nationality in question, irrespective 
of whether the said persons were living in areas inhabited by 
that nationality or not.

T h e H ungarian P a rty  D em a n ds N ational S e lf-G o v e r n m e n t
W ith in  F ra m ew ork  o f  S lova k  and R uthenian A u to n o m y .

On June 30th., at Pozsony, the joint club of the Members 
of the United National Christian Socialist Party, the Hungarian 
(Magyar) National Party and the Szepes (Zips) German Party 
representing those parties in the central Parliament and in the 
provincial Diets respectively, held a meeting the most important 
of the agenda of which —  according to the communique subse
quently issued —  was the report submitted by the Deputies belon
ging to the club respecting the discussions with Premier Milan 
Hodza and the exhaustive discussion developing on the subject 
between those attending the meeting. The Deputies authorised 
to represent the parties in question took cognizance of the infor
mation supplied by the Prime Minister to the effect that the 
Nationality Statute (Charter) was not yet ready, but was being 
prepared. As a consequence the discussions were confined to 
the submission to the Premier of information essential for the 
drafting of the Bills under preparation the object of which was 
the re-adjustment of the position of the non-Czech nationalities 
living in the Republic, but the fundamental principles of which 
had not yet been determined.

After taking cognizance of the report the meeting of the 
joint club enunciated its attitude in the question by declaring 
that "it desired to continue in every field and on all points the 
struggle which it had begun twenty years previously for the 
purpose of achieving the equality of rights of the Hungarians 
living in Czecho-Slovakia and was still of the opinion that the 
struggle could not prove fully successful except by the establish
ment of Hungarian national self-government within the framework 
of the territorial autonomy of Slovakia and Ruthenia respectively”,

H ungarians D em a n d  A ls o  the A u to n o m y  o f Ruthenia.

The Ruthenian section of the United Hungarian Party on 
26th June, held a congress in Munkacs (Mukacevo) which was 
attended also by the representatives of the Ruthenians and of 
the Germans and Rumanians living in Ruthenia. (The census 
pf 1930 ascertained that there were 14.170 Rumanians living in
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R uthenia. T hese R um anians have rep eated ly  taken part in the 
various dem onstrations organized  b y  the H ungarians, s sign that 
tthey are d issatisfied  with the treatm ent m eted out to them  by  
the C ze ch o -S lo v a k  State and long for a return of the o ld  H u n 
garian  regim e. T his fact is w orth  noting both because it show s  
th at the racial kin of C ze c h o -S lo v a k ia ’s R um anian a lly  are op p osed  
to  the n ationality  p o licy  pursued by the C zech s, and a lso  be
cause it is a refutation  by  the R um anians of C zech o -S lo va k ia  
them selves of the fa lse  charges brought b y  R u m anian  propaganda  
against the n ation ality  p o licy  of p r e -W a r  H ungary.)

O ne of the passages o f the resolu tion  u nan im ously  adopted  
b y  the congress runs:

“ The C ze c h o -S lo v a k  G overn m en t shall im m ed iately  intro
duce in R uthenia the fu ll territorial auton om y prom ised  b y  in
ternational treaty and guaranteed b y  the A llie d  and A sso cia te d  
Pow ers, as com p atib le  w ith the unity of the R e p u b lic ". (T reaty  
of St. G erm ain , A rtic le  II. § 10).

Accordingly it was demanded that all Government mea
sures, laws and ordinances at variance —  either in part or as a 
whole —  with such territorial autonomy and autonomous admi
nistration should be repealed and invalidated in Ruthenia. (St. 
Germain, Article II. § 14). The immediate dismissal of all State 
and public officials not recruited from among the autochthonous 
population, who, contrary to the relevant passage of the Treaty 
(St. Germain, Article II, § 12), had taken the posts belonging 
by right to natives of Ruthenia, was also demanded. The posts 
thus left vacant were demanded for autochthonous inhabitants, 
as was the immediate restoration of the salt mines of Ruthenia 
and the earnings to the self-governing people of Ruthenia. Other 
demands were that Government must clearly demarcate the 
undefined western frontier of Ruthenia and that Ruthenia's 
frontiers must be opened to the adjacent States, in order to 
ensure international trade and traffic in commodities. Ruthenia 
and its autochthonous inhabitants must be indemnified —  im
mediately and fully —  by the Czech Government for the losses 
sustained since 1919 owing to the Government's failure to 
introduce autonomy. In conclusion the congress insisted on the 
Government's immediately fixing the date of the elections which 
had been put off again and and again since 1919. (St. Germain. 
Article II. § 11 and § 3 of the Czecho-Slovak Constitution).

T he U n ited  Hungarian P a rty  D em a n ds a N e w  C en su s.

The Motion submitted by Deputy Andrew Jaross, President 
of the United Hungarian Party, —  dated May 6th last: it was 
published sub No. 1369 of the Publications of the Czecho
slovak House of Deputies —  runs as follows:

“When drafting the Census taken early in December, 1930, 
the Statistical Bureau differentiated between the so-called
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“historical provinces" on the one hand and Slovakia and 
Ruthenia on the other. Whereas in Bohemia and Moravia every 
person himself (or herself) filled out the Census forms, in 
Slovakia and Ruthenia the Census was taken by so-called "com
missioners". These commissioner®, who were organs of 
and in a position of dependence upon the State, used every 
effort to prevail upon the inhabitants to declare themselves to 
be of "Czecho-Slovak” or Ruthenian nationality, employing all 
kinds of methods for the purpose of intimidating the population 
and not even shrinking from arbitrarily filling in on the Census 
forms as "Czecho-Slovak" the nationality of those who defied 
terror and persuasion and declared their nationality to be Hun
garian (Magyar). But even where in the presence of the parties 
in question these commissioners entered the nationality of the 
persons as "Hungarian” (Magyar), there was no relying upon 
those persons being really filed as Hungarians with the Statis
tical Bureau; for the Census papers filled in in the presence of 
the parties were simply filled in in pencil and later on "cor
rected" by the commissioners in their homes or offices and 
filled in in ink, the parties concerned therefore not being in a 
position to ascertain what nationality they had actually been 
allotted.

“It is to this mode of procedure that we must attribute the 
incorrect character of the data relating to Slovakia and Ruthe
nia, which are not in keeping with the facts, so that the Hun
garians are not prepared to regard them as authoritative.

“The events of the last few weeks, —  the results of the 
National Assembly elections and of the elections of the less 
important administrative bodies —  are sufficient in themselves 
to prove that the number of Hungarians (Magyars) living in 
Slovakia and Ruthenia is at least 40— 50% larger than that 
shown in the official statistical publications.

“I should like to refer to a few other cases too. As is 
well known, of various demonstrations held in Pozsony early 
in May, 1938, the most imposing was that of the Hungarian 
(Magyar) inhabitants. According to the calculation made of
ficially by the police the number of Hungarians taking part in 
the demonstration was at least 12.000; while according 
to our own calculation there must have been more than 
15.000: whereas according to the reports of neutral papers only 
some 7000 persons took part in the Czecho-Slovak demonstra
tion —  the crowd on this occasion including also a few stray 
Hungarians. Moreover, the Czecho-Slovak demonstration included 
also children and school-boys and girls; whereas only adults took 
part in the Hungarian procession.

“These figures show that the statistical data relating to the 
city of Pozsony are absolutely false; for it is surely impossible 
that in a city which according to the Statistical Bureau in 1930.
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included only 18.890 Hungarians more than 15.000 Pozsony Hun
garians should be found taking part in a spontaneously arranged 
demonstration: and it is equally false that the Hungarians (Ma- 
gyers) represent only 16% of the population of Pozsony.

"A ll these facts render it imperatively necessary that today, 
when —  nearly twenty years after the establishment of the 
Republic —  the responsible factors of the Czecho-Slovaik State 
find themselves faced with the necessity of abandoning the system 
of oppression and “spiriting away" so far employed in dealings 
with their Hungarian fellow-citizens and of according the Hun
garians their due place and rights in all branches of the public 
administration, —  all these facts render it imperatively neces
sary that we should have available statistical data tallying with 
the real state of things and that the calculation of quotas should 
be effected on the basis of those data.

"In connection with the new Census to be carried out in 
the future we insist, however, also that a special register should 
be kept showing the relevant data of all persons not born —  or 
descended from persons not born —  within the territory of 
Slovakia and Ruthenia and another special register containing 
the Census of persons originating from Slovakia and Ruthenia.

“W e demand, further, that the Census taken in Slovakia 
and Ruthenia shall be carried out in the same manner as in 
the “historical" provinces, —  namely, that every person shall 
himself (or herself) fill out the Census form, in order to prevent 
there being once more a falsification of the results of the 
Census.”

H ungarianism  Spreading in S lovakia .

The “Lidove Noviny", a newspaper whose close connections 
with the Hradzin are well knowm, writes as follows in its issue 
of 26th June:

“The co-operation established by the Slovak Autonomists 
with the People's Party (Hlinka's Party Ed.), Henlein's Carpa
thian German Party and the Hungarians of the Opposition, has 
begun to make itself felt in a lamentable way in certain aspects 
of Slovak public life. A  wave of Hungarianism has again begun 
to spread in some towns and villages of mixed population, in 
fact also in places wholly Slovak in character. The moderate 
German®, too, in spite of all their old traditions, are beginning 
to be very noisy in places where they have any success to boast 
of. They are supported by the odd tactics of the People's Party, 
which contrary to the interests of the Slovak state-building 
elements is lending its support to foreign activities threatening 
the State. A  striking example of this fraternization is afforded 
by the mining town of Selmecbanya (Banska Stiavnica), where 
the People's Party joined up with the Hungarian Christian So
cialist and National Party over the election of the Mayor and
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his deputies. Although the Hungarians of the Opposition secured 
only two seats at the municipal elections, thanks to the aid 
of the People's Party the post of second Vice-Mayor fell to one 
of them, while a member of the People's Party was elected 
Mayor. The newspapers of the Hungarian Opposition are parti
cularly jubilant over this success, pointing out that now the direc
tion of the affairs of Selmecbanya has passed into the hands of the 
autochthonous population, ,and that it was the two seats secured by 
the Hungarians that turned the scales. (The 1910 census showed a 
proportion of 41.8% of Hungarians in Selmecbanya, but the 
Czecho-Slovak Census of 1930 admitted only 2.33%> E d.) Similar 
evidence of this new co-operation in Slovakia is noticeable in 
Galanta, Nagyroce (Velka Revuca), Jolsva (Jelsava) and 
elsewhere, a proof that the frequent visits of Count Esterhazy 
to M. Tiso (Vice-Chairman of the Slovak People's Party. E d.) 
in Trencsen (Banovce) were not of a merely social character."

R uthenians o f E a stern  S lova k ia  A ls o  D em a n d  T heir R ights.

In spite of the fact that the territorial autonomy guar
anteed to Ruthenia in the Treaty of St. Germain was promised 
to the whole region inhabited by Ruthenians south of the Car
pathians (territoire des Ruthenes au Sud des Carpathes), the 
Czech Administration has attached considerable Ruthenian areas 
in the old counties of Szepes, Saros, Zemplen and Ung to Slovakia. 
The object was on the one hand to provoke a quarrel between 
the Ruthenians and the Slovaks and, on the other, to exclude 
the Ruthenians thus detached from Ruthenia from the privilege 
of autonomy, should the day come when the Government would 
be forced to grant it. In this manner the Ruthenians of Eastern 
Slovakia were reduced to the status of a minority without, 
however, enjoying any of the rights thereof any more than the 
rest of Slovakia's minorities. After repeated efforts to enforce 
their rights the members of Parliament representing the consti
tuencies in Eastern Slovakia have now, as the Czech "Lidove 
Noviny" reports, submitted a memorandum to the President of 
the Republic and the Premier in which the Ruthenians of Eastern 
Slovakia demand their rights as a national minority.

T he Situation  as W e  A r e  G oin g  to P ress .

Down to the time of going to press (July 15th.) there has 
not been any material change in the situation described at the 
beginning of this article. The procrastinating tactics are still being 
followed. The Draft Nationality Statute has not been submitted 
to Parliament (though originally promised for July 15th.); and 
according to the information supplied by the Government Press 
it is not proposed to convence Parliament to meet until towards
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the end of the month. The conference between Premier Hodza 
and the representatives of the United Hungarian (Magyar) Party 
originally fiexed for July 13th. has been put off for a week. The 
obstinate resistance shown by the Czech parties to every conces
sion —  however moderate —  suggested by Premier Hodza is —  
under the influence exercised by the Sokol Congress arranged 
as a Pan-Slav demonstration at the end of June and the beginn
ing of July —  becoming more and more decided. It is to this 
circumstance that we must attribute the continual postponement 
and procrastination. No wonder hat rumours of the resignation 
of Hodza should keep cropping up more and more frequently. 
The old antagonism between the Prime Minister and President 
Benes is well-known to everybody. In the event of Hodza really 
resigning there is every possibility of a military dictatorship being 
proclaimed under the supreme drection of the President of the 
Republic. As is well known, since his election as President Dr. 
Benes has attached the greatest importance to securing the sup
port of the army; and he enjoys the greatest popularity and 
sympathy in the army generally, though more particularly among 
the ’’legionary" officers. There can be no doubt, however, that 
the proclamation of a military dictatorship would not in any way 
improve the international position of the Republic, particularly 
in the eyes of Germany, and would certainly not further a solu
tion of the nationality question, particularly in view of the fact 
that it has always been the army which has adopted an absolutely 
intransigent attitude in respect of that question.

S IR  W I L L I A M  G O O D E 'S  D IN N E R  IN  H O N O U R  O F  
H U N G A R IA N  M IN IS T E R  IN  L O N D O N  A N D  O F  D R . F A B I N Y I

O n J u ly  6h, in L on don , Sir W illia m  G o o d e  gave a dinner 
in honour of D r. G eo rg e  B arcza, H ungarian M inister in L on don , 
and Dr. Tiham er F abin yi, form er H ungarian M inister of F inance, 
who is at present Chairm an of the B oard  of D irectors and G en e
ra l-M an ager of the H ungarian G en eral Creditbank.

The guests attending the dinner included L ord  E ssen d en , 
Chairm an of M essrs, Furness W ith y  &  C o ., the w ell-k n ow n  ship
ping firm , Sir T h om as H oh ler, form erly  B ritish M in ister in B u d a
pest, V ice-C h airm an  of the C om m ittee of the A n g lo -H u n garian  
Society, Sir O rm e Sargent, U nder S ecretary -o f-S tate  in the 
British F oreign  O ffice , V ice-C h airm an  of the C om m ittee  on D an 
ube T rade, J . S. W ills , P erm anent Secretary of the B oard  of 
T rade, adviser to  the B oard  on trade with H ungary, F . T . A sh to n -  
G w atkin , technical adviser to the F oreign  O ffice  on com m ercial 
m atters, A n th on y  d e R oth sch ild , M em b er of the banking firm  N . 
M . R othschild  and Chairm an of the H ungarian C red it Standstill 
C om m ittee, S y d n e y  P arkes, G en eral M anager of L lo y d 's  Bank  
and M em ber of the H ungarian C redit Standstill C om m ittee, C . 
L id bu ry, G eneral M anager of the W estm in ster Bank, H ugh
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Q u en nell, legal adviser to the Hungarian Credit Standstill Com
mittee, Sir Albert Stern , Director of the Midland Bank, R. H. 
Brand, General Manager of the banking firm Lazard Brothers, 
E. H. L ev er , Secretary General of the Prudential Assurance 
Company, manager of the Company's Hungarian branch, Graham  
H u tton , Assistant Editor of the "Economist” , Dr. Francis M a ro sy , 
First Secretary of the Hungarian Legation, and many other pro
minent City men who take an interest in Hungary.

LORD ROTHERMERE SPEAKS OF THE APPROACHING  
TRIUMPH OF THE ENDEAVOURS OF THE HUNGARIAN

NATION
On the eleventh anniversary of the day on which Lord 

Rothermere's first article written on bahalf of the Hungarian 
cause appeared in the "Daily Mail", Mr. Francis Herczeg, Presi
dent of the Hungarian Frontier Re-adjustment League, sent a 
message of greeting to His Lordship. In his letter to Mr. Francis 
Herczer Lord Rothermere inter alia wrote in answer:

“ T h e g en ero sity  w ith w hich not o n ly  the R evision  League, 
but the H ungarian p eo p le  as a w h o le , resp on d s to the sym p a th y  
o f  its frien d s, is on e  o f the m any n oble  traits in yo u r  national 
character.

“ I  foresa w  from  the first that the cam paign fo r  H u n 
g a ry's  rights w ou ld  b e  a long one. I  fe lt  c o m p le te ly  sure, 
h ow ev er , that a cause so  ju st, ba ck ed  b y  that courageous  
spirit through w hich the M a g ya r race has ov erco m e so  m any  
a ffliction s in its h istory , m ust in the en d  prevail.

“ I re jo ice  w ith all m y  heart that the signs o f  the ap
proaching trium ph o f y o u r  national aspirations are stea d ily  
accum ulating. I f , —  as y o u  are g o o d  enough to su ggest, —  
m y  ow n e ffo r ts  have con tribu ted  in a ny w a y  to hasten the d ay  
w hen ju stice  w ill at last be d on e to H u nga ry, that w ill be one  
o f the p rou d est a ch ievem en ts o f  m y  life.

“ W ish in g  to y o u  all the rew a rd , w hich y o u  have so  w ell  
earned , o f seein g  in the v e r y  near fu tu re the return to their 
n ative allegiance o f H u n ga ry's  lo st territories and ex ile d  sons, 
and w ith  m y  sin cere gratitude fo r  yo u r  kind m essage.

Y o u r  v ery  fa ith fu lly, 
R o th erm ere ."

B R IT IS H  C O U N C IL 'S  G IF T  O F  B O O K S  T O  B U D A P E S T
UNIVERSITY

On 15th June Sir Geoffrey Knox, British Minister in Buda
pest, formally handed over to Count Paul Teleki, Hungarian 
Minister of Education, the very valuable library presented to the 
Budapest Peter Pazmany University of Sciences by the British 
Council. This library is the first instalment of the material offered
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last year to the Hungarian Ministry of Education by the British 
Council as a lasting token of the cultural links between Great 
Britain and Hungary. The second instalment will be presented 
to the Debrecen University, where next autumn the English Chair 
established by the British Council is to be inaugurated.

With a few cordial words Sir Geoffrey Knox present the 
library to Count Teleki, who in expressing his thanks for the 
generous gift said that it would be a valuable link in the chain 
of Anglo-Hungarian cultural contacts. —  y  —

CORDIAL RECEPTION OF POLISH PARLIAMENTARIANS
IN HUNGARY

On May 28th. 15 Members of the Polish Parliament —  5 
Senators and 10 Deputies —  arrived in Hungary. In Mezohegyes 
the Polish parliamentarians were given a magnificent reception: 
the leaders of the party —  M. Rdulkowski, Vice-President of 
the Senate, and Deputy Kozechunowitz, he latter of whom spoke 
in Hungarian —  thanked their hosts for the cordial welcome. 
The Polish guests spent six days in Hungary. Dr. Andrew Nagy 
de Tasnad, President of the Government Party, gave a tea in 
their honour; among those present was also M. Kalman de Kanya, 
Hungarian Foreign Minister. On May 31st. the Polish visitors 
were present at a sitting of the House of Deputies at which 
Deputy Csoor interrupted the speech he was making when they 
entered the gallery and addressed warm words of welcome to the 
representatives of that Poland which had for centuries been bound 
to Hungary by ties of close friendship; all the Hungarian Deputies 
present on this occasion rose from their seats and enthusiastically 
applauded the Polish guests. ' —  y  —

DEPARTURE OF HUNGARIAN MINISTER TO YUGOSLAVIA
Having reached the end of his term of office, M. Waldemar 

Alth, Royal Hungarian Minister in Belgrade, appeared before 
Prince Paul, the Yugoslav Regent, on May 26th, before his final 
retirement from the diplomatic service; on this occasion Prince 
Paul conferred upon M, Alth the highest distinction of the Order 
of St. Save, in token of his acknowledgement of the Minister’s 
very valuable services. M. Alth's appointment to Belgrade, eight 
years ago, was made at a most critical moment, in which he was 
able to conduct the affairs of his legation with the utmost dignity 
and diplomatic skill. M. Alth's retirement is greatly regretted by 
diplomatic circles in Belgrade, as he was one of the most highly 
respected and most sympathetic members of the diplomatic corps. 
M. Alth finally left Belgrade on June 1st. being succeeded by 
M. George Bakach-Bessenyei, the newly appointed Hungarian 
Minister, who is one of Hungary's most excellent younger 
diplomats. —  y  —
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T W O  IN T E R E S T IN G  A N N I V E R S A R I E S

Q u ite  recently  the Serbs of Y u g o sla v ia  celebrated  tw o inter
esting anniversaries. T he one w as the hundredeth anniversary of  
the date w hen Serb w om en  w ere first a llow ed  to sit dow n to  
tab le  with their m en folk . T he second celebrated  the occasion  a  
hundred years ago w hen beds w ere first used in Serbia.

—  y —

F I A S C O  O F  Y U G O S L A V  ID E A L

M. Milan Marianovitch, one of the most inspired and 
active Croat propagators of the Yugoslav ideal before the 
Great War, who still remains loyal to this ideal, declares with 
deep resignation that the Yugoslav ideal lost its substance after 
the Great War. In an article published in the Belgrade weekly 
paper, "Krug” , he declares that the very term “Yugoslav" has 
been discredited. It is still used very frequently, but only as a 
blind, because it has been completely discredited by the political 
system which has been using it as a screen since 1918. Otherwise 
the term has lost both substance and force, and it has become 
meaningless because it has been used practically exclusively as a 
cover for certain imperialistic ambitions.

Commenting on M. Marianovitch's article, which created a 
great stir in all Yugoslavia, a Croat paper, the “Obzor", declares 
that this complete fiasco of the Yugoslav ideal is chiefly due to 
the fact that the leading factors of Serb politics have displayed 
complete ignorance of the national individuality of the Croats, 
Slovenes and Serbs, which —  nevertheless —  is an undeniable 
fact and cannot be overruled by any passing political system. 
Neither the Croats nor the Slovenes nor the Serbs have ever ceased 
to live their own individual national life. (“Obzor” , March 23).

A  proclamation issued by the “Saint Save” Society of the 
University students of Belgrade strikes a Panslav note when it 
turns the attention of its members towards the “fabulous power” 
of “our Mother Russia” and towards the endless sufferings of 
the soul of the Russian people, which will survive the ordeals it 
has to face. Soon the day of the great national revolution will 
come, which will “destroy the scum of today” and annihilate the 
false doctrines of Marxism imported from the West which the 
proclamation calls “rotten to the core”. The visions of the great 
Slav genius, Dostoiewski, will materialise; it was he who pro
phesied that Slavdom, purified of its sins, would bring a new re
velation to humanity. A  new Star is rising in the East: decisive 
events are in preparation. (“Obzor”, March 31).

—  y  —
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CZECHOSLOVAKIA
T H E  A U T O N O M Y  O F  A  H U N G A R I A N  B O R O U G H  

S U S P E N D E D  F O R  T H E  F O U R T H  T IM E  IN  T H R E E  Y E A R S

Practically for the whole of the past 19 years the Hungarian 
borough of Visk in Ruthenia has been administered by a Govern
ment Comissioner, instead of by its own self-governing corpora
tion. At the last borough elections in 1935 the Autonomist parties, 
the United Hungarian Party and the Ruthenian Autonomist 
Farmers' Alliance (Kurtyak's Party) secured 19 seats as against 
the 17 won by the Government Parties and the Communists. Of 
these 19 the Hungarian Party secured 16, and therefore a member 
of that Party was elected mayor of the borough. But, by virtue 
of Act 122/1933, the Ministry of the Interior refused to confirm 
his election. The Parish Council again elected a member of the 
United Hungarian Party, but with the same result. For a third 
time a member of the United Hungarian Party was elected and 
after a delay of a year and a half he was confirmed in his office. 
Scarcely, however, had he taken office when the District Office 
in Huszt suspended him and months went by before he was able 
to disprove the charge trumped-up against him. It was only in 
the spring of the current year that he was able to take office, 
and shortly after, for a change, the Governor of Ruthenia 
suspended the autonomy of the borough, so that it is again being 
administered by a Government Commissioner. For in the 
meantime Act 172 of 1937, which provides for an extension of 
the sphere of authority of the Governor, came into force, and 
the Governor's first act under the new Law was to suspend the 
autonomy of the barough of Visk. Os no appeal against the 
decrees of the Governor is possible, the borough can only appeal 
to the Supreme Court of Administration, and experience shows 
that no judgment may be expected in that Count within three 
or four years' time. —  y  —

A U T H O R IT IE S  P R O H IB IT  P U B L IC  M E E T IN G  O F  J E W IS H  
M E M B E R S  O F  H U N G A R I A N  P A R T Y  

T he Jew ish m em bers of the U nited  H ungarian P arty  applied  
to  the loca l Chairm ain of the P arty  in  D u n aszerd ahely  for perm is
sion  to hold  a special public m eeting. T his w as granted, and the
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Jewish Party members turned out in large numbers at the place 
appointed for the meeting. But the District Office did not allow 
the meeting to be held. The explanation given was that a popular 
meeting would endanger public order and peace if held at a time 
when the excitement over the elections was at its height. The 
gathering then dispersed and the electors went to the Party 
bureau, where they stated their opinions in the course of a private 
conversation. This had been in progress for about an hour when 
the Prefect of the District informed the Chairman of the Party 
that the authorities had pronounced a ban on this private con
versation too. Meanwhile the gendarmes put in their appearance 
and ordered those present to disperse. M. Szeiff, local Chairman 
of the Party, has lodged an appeal against the prohibition (‘‘Pragai 
Magyar Hirlap", June 14.). — y  —

SUPPRESSION OF SLOVAK AND HUNGARIAN  
NEWSPAPERS

The provincial office of Pozsony (Bratislava) ordered the 
suppression —  for four months after the parish elections —  of the 
Slovak autonomist paper, the "Slovak Pravda”. Similar measures 
have been taken against two Hungarian papers published at 
Munkacs (Mukacevo): “Karpati Hirado" and “Reggeli Hirado". 
(Pragai Magyar Hirlap, June 19). —  The circulation rights in 
Slovakia of the "Esti Ujsag", a Hungarian daily appearing in 
Pozsony (Bratislava), have been suspended for an indefinite 
period. At the same time, under Act 140 of 1934, the Provincial 
Office has prohibited the sale of that newspaper in tobacconists' 
shops and at the bookstalls and newspaper booths at all railway 
stations. —  At a meeting held in Pozsony on 20th June, the 
Presidency of the Slovak People's Party protested against the 
suppression of the “Slovenska Pravda" as well as against the 
so-called “signature movement", the object of which is to induce 
the people of Slovakia, by means of pressure exerted on them 
by their employers or by the authorities, to sign a paper express
ing their confidence in the Government. The Presidency of the 
Slovak People's Party was thorougly justified in saying that 
the Goverment, if they really wished to know how they stood 
with the Slovaks, had only to order a general election.

—  y  —

HUNGARIAN PARENTS M AY NOT BE ADVISED TO SEND 
THEIR CHILDREN TO HUNGARIAN SCHOOLS

Straws show the way the wind blows. The following is an 
example to the point. In Beregszasz the Hungarian Teachers' 
Union wished to make use of pamphlets and bills as a means of 
encouraging Hungarian parents to send their children to the Hun
garian schools. The text of those pamphlets and bills was approved
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by the Public P rosecu tor's O ffice  and the State P olice , and p er
m ission  to circulate the advertisem ent w as granted. D esp ite  this, 
and although the m unicipal au th orities had co llected  the p oster  
dues, the gendarm erie h ad  the b ills  rem oved . —  y  —

C O M M U N IS T S  A T T A C K  H U N G A R I A N  S T U D E N T S

During the recent parish elections communist gangs savagety 
terrorised the Hungarian minority in its fight for its lawful rights. 
They even went so far as to stop young Hungarians from putting 
up the posters of the Hungarian Party. Thus, on June 11th, a 
group of five Hungarian students was attacked at Pozsony (Bra
tislava) by a Communist group of 50— 60; one student was severely 
wounded in the head. One student, Ferenc Hermann, received a 
stab in the head, while another, Imre Horvath, had a tooth 
knocked out; and a medical student, Jozsef Meszaros, sustained 
serious bruises, —  y  —

B R U T A L  T R E A T M E N T  O F  H U N G A R I A N  P U P IL S  
B Y  C Z E C H O -S L O V A K  T E A C H E R S

The "Pragai Magyar Hirlap" of 5th April contains the 
following wellnigh incredibly sad story: On 29th March a monitor 
in the board school for boys in Pozsony-Teglamezo reported 
Dominic Kis, a fourteen-year-old boy, for bad conduct. On re
ceiving the report the teacher, M. Smolik, called the boy out to 
his desk and reprimanded him severely. Then he struck him over 
the head three times with his fist and ordered him to kneel for 
the rest of the lesson. When the boy had been kneeling for 
nearly three-quarters of an hour, he fainted. He was taken with 
a medical certificate from the school to the children's hospital 
in Lazaret-ulica. The medical report sent by the hospital to the 
boy's parents was that, as the child was tuberculotic and his 
brain was affected by the disease, there was no hope of his 
recovery. That same day the boy' parents went to see a lawyer, 
who on their behalf lodged a criminal charge with the Public 
Prosecutor against Smolik. The boy's parents declare that al
though physically delicate their son had always been healthy. 
He had been X-rayed the year before and was given a clean bill 
of health.

No less appalling is the following case reported in the same 
newspaper (the most important organ of the Hungarians in 
Czecho-Slovakia). On 7th April, M. John Mihal, head teacher of 
the State board school in Lupca, Slovakia, kicked a twelve-year- 
old boy, Gustavus Virag, who had rung his bell for fun, so hard 
that he tumbled down the steps and fell on a cement floor, 
suffering such injuries that he did not recover for eight days. 
On another occasion this same head-teacher beat a boy so severely 
that his hands,, face and back were black and blue and his

47



DANUBIAN REVIEW

foot was sprained. The District Court in Besztercebanya (Banska 
Bystrica) sentenced the brutal head-teacher to 14 days' imprison
ment, but the execution of the sentence was suspended for two 
years. This sentence was confirmed by the Supreme Court.

—  y  —

L A N G U A G E  A C T  IG N O R E D  IN  R U T H E N IA

T he linguistic rights of the H ungarian m in ority  in Ruthenia  
are n ot respected at a ll. In  the B eregszasz Prefecture, for instance, 
although the H ungarians are in the m a jo rity , in the N a g y szo llo s  
district, w here they are a qualified  m inority , on ly  Czech and  
R ussian  w rits are served, a ll indictm ents are in Czech and  
p ro toco ls  are w ritten in that language, even w hen the accused  
is a H ungarian. T he C ourt of C hancery sends S lovak  notices to  
H ungarians although few  H ungarians of this part speak S lovak . 
N either the D istrict C ou rts nor the tw o H ungarian provincial 
courts belonging to them  issue judgm ents, notices, sum m onses, 
etc, in H ungarian . N o  H ungarian printed form s are used ; none  
even  are in existence. —  y  —

WRETCHED M AGYAR AND RUTHENIAN SCHOOLS—  
SPLENDID PALATIAL CZECH ONES

At a meeting of the Provincial Assembly of Ruthenia, on 
9th March, M. Aladar R. Vozary (United Hungarian Party) 
amongst other things said that Ruthenia had from 1000 to 1500 
schoolrooms less than were due. The state of the Magyar and 
Ruthenian elementary schools was scandalous compared with the 
splendour of the Czech schools. In many places teaching went on 
without any breaks in unventilated rooms. In Munkacs 
(Munkacevo), for instance, no schools except Ruthenian and Czech 
ones have been erected since 1914, and today the number of 
classrooms is 54 less than what it should be —  y  —

E M IN E N T  C Z E C H  P R O F E S S O R  O F  P U B L IC  L A W  
A D V E R S E L Y  C R IT IC IS E S  A C T  R E L A T IN G  T O  G O V E R N O R

OF RUTHENIA
In  our issue for June, 1937, w e published an exhaustive  

criticism  of the B ill subm itted by  the C ze ch o -S lo va k  G overnm ent 
(w hich has since then becom e law ) relating to the extension  of 
the sphere of authority o f the G overn or of R uthenia; and we 
p ointed  out that the new  enactm ent a lso  fails to put into practice  
one jo t  of the obligations undertaken by  the C zech o-S lovak  
R ep u b lic  under A rtic le s  10— 13 of the St. G erm ain  T reaty  in the  
m atter of R uthenian auton om y. W e  a lso  pointed out that the 
B ill in question  w as an attem pt to  c a jo le  and  m islead  interna
tion al public opinion ; and in conclusion  w e expressed  a w ish to  
the effect that the L eague of N ation s and the Signatories to  the
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Treaty of St. Germain should force Czecho-Slovakia to honestly 
and sincerely carry into effect the autonomy guaranteed by 
international treaty.

The justifiability of the attitude adopted by us on that 
occasion has been strikingly documented by the crushing criticism 
of the Act in question (No. 172 ex 1937) contained in the new 
edition of “Ceskoslovenske Ustavne pravo" ("Czecho-Slovak 
Constitutional Law”), a work by Dr. Francis Weyr, the eminent 
professor of public law in the Czech University of Briinn.

The distinguished Czech savant establishes the fact that a 
sine qua non  of the introduction of Ruthenian autonomy is the 
organisation of a provincial Diet. In his opinion the Governor 
appointed by the Head of State is no more a “factor of autonomy” 
than is a Minister appointed in the same way by the President. 
In this connection it is really a matter of indifference whether 
the extent of his competence is wider or narrower; no importance 
attaches, for instance, to the provision prescribing that —  as 
contrasted with the Deputy Governor —  he may not be regarded 
as a State functionary. Under Act 172 of 1937 —  as a con
sequence of the Act having left intact the general organisation 
of the political administration of Ruthenia previously in force 
—  the legal status of the Governor is not organic; indeed, the 
whole institution creates the impression that it is quite super
fluous. According to Professor Weyr, the re-adjustment has not 
made the public administration in Ruthenia one jot more 
autonomous (i. e. more democratic) or rather less centralistic 
than the public administrations of the other provinces. And he 
concludes his criticism with the following words:

“During its discussion by the Legislature the Bill was very 
violently attacked and taken exception to by the Opposition, If 
those attacks were directed against the assertion that the Bill 
did not in essence denote any expansion of the autonomy of 
Ruthenia (on the basis of the principles laid down in the 
Constitution), there is no denying their justifiability.”

ORGAN OF STRONGEST CZECH GOVERNMENT PARTY  
ON SITUATION OF SILESIAN POLES

The following lines are taken from the "Venkov” (April 10), 
the mouthpiece of the strongest Government party, the Czech 
Agrarian Party: “Of the 39 officials employed at the revenue 
office at Czech-Teschen 29 are Czechs and 10 are Germans; there 
is not one Pole among them. The same applies to the courts of 
law. The district of Teschen is inhabited by an absolute Polish 
majority” . —  The “Slovak” commented on this Czech confession 
in the form of a leading article in its issue of April 13: it was 
confiscated. —  y  —
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RUMANIA
T R U E -B O R N  R U M A N I A N S  M A Y  A C Q U I R E  C IT IZ E N S H IP  

B U T  T H E  M IN O R IT I E S  M A Y  N O T

A  notice recently issued by the Minister of Justice requires 
those people of Rumanian ethnic origin who omitted to apply for 
citizenship after the change of State to do so now, in order that 
the necessary legal steps may be taken. They must submit proof 
that they are of genuine Rumanian ethnic origin, since people of 
minority origin who omitted to apply for citizenship at the proper 
time cannot now be recognized as citizens of the Rumanian State. 
This measure of the Minister of Justice has been described as 
absolutely unconstitutional by the newspapers. The number of 
persons who omitted to apply for citizenship in the territories 
attached to Rumania after the war is about 400.000, and many 
of them belong to the minorities. —  y  —

P R O P E R T IE S  B E L O N G IN G  T O  M I N O R I T Y  S C H O O L  
F O U N D A T I O N S  C O N F I S C A T E D

After the property of the Piarist Gymnazium, the Nagy- 
varad (Oradea Mare) Premonstratensian Gymnazium and the 
Szilagysomlyo (Simluel Silvanie) Gymnazium has been transfer
red in the land register to the State, the properties of various 
other Catholic school foundations are now also being transferred. 
Hitherto 14 transfers have been made, and a further 30 are in 
process. Lands have also been transferred which did not serve 
educational purposes, but were the emoluments of Catholic 
precentors. The ecclesiastical authorities have appealed against 
the transfers to the Temesvar Administration Court, where the 
case is being tried now. In the course of the trial the legal 
counsel for the Church pointed out that the land register autho
rities had been guilty of an illegal act in transferring the 
properties in question to the State, since they had no right to 
do so without a regular warrant from the courts. Apart from 
this the State had no title to the school foundations, since they 
were not private property, but were the property of the Church, 
a fact established by the Concordat and the Education Act.

The Administration Court has adjourned the hearing of the 
case ("Ellenzek", June 8.). —  y  —

C E N T U R Y -O L D  W E S S E L E N Y I  C O L L E G E  D E C L A R E D  T O  B E
STATE PROPERTY

A  century ago Baron Nicholas Wesselenyi, in Makfalva, 
established a school for the Szeklers, which went by the name 
of Wesselenyi College. On the pretext that the valuable site and 
buildings are not the property of the Reformed Church but of the 
foundation and that no direct descendants of the founder exist,
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the sch ool-bu ild in gs have been d eclared  to be State p roperty . T he  
R eform ed  Church has taken steps to obtain  possession  of the  
sch ool again (“ K eleti U js a g ” , M arch  27). —  y  —

72 YEAR OLD HUNGARIAN CASINO CLOSED WITHOUT
L E G A L  G R O U N D S

The premises of the Hungarian Casino in Szekelykeresztur 
have been closed and sealed by the local gendarmes. The Casino, 
which was seventy-two years old, had its own house, summer 
premises, library, tennis court, and all kinds of gymnastic equip
ment. It was closed under a decree issued on 31st March, 1938, 
in terms of which, however, only clubs serving political ends 
were to be closed. The Hungarian Casino had always held aloof 
from politics. Its members were elected irrespective of their 
nationality, and some of them were Rumanians ("Nepujsag", 
June 9.).

*

The reopening of the Hungarian Casino in Szatmar closed 
about two months ago by order of the Prefect —  was permitted 
only on condition that half of the executive committee shall be 
Rumanians. ("Brassoi Lapok”, April 28).

—  y —

H U N G A R I A N  L A N G U A G E  G R I E V A N C E S

The Arad Chamber of Commerce and Industry has notified 
all merchants and tradesmen that the police will rigorously 
enforce the language order issued by the military authorities. 
In terms thereof it is forbidden to use any language but the 
official language of the State on commercial, industrial and other 
signboards, or in notices, even when they are hung inside the 
shops. It is also forbidden to write the names of towns, villages, 
counties and the country in any language other than the official 
Rumanian in any public notice, placard or advertisement (“Hir- 
lap", June 5.).

The Interim Committee of Temesvar has issued a “house 
order" containing 41 paragraphs and signed by General Rodrig 
Medreanu, Mayor of the town. According to this new order no 
one may be a concierge who does not speak Rumanian perfectly 
or whose papers are not in order. (“Ellenzek", June 8.).

—  y —

LANGUAGE COURSES FOR MINORITY TEACHERS AT  
THEIR OWN EXPENSE

The circular issued by the Ministry of Education regulating 
summer courses compels teachers of denominational schools to 
attend them. But whereas so-called finishing courses are being 
organized for teachers of Rumanian nationality in three places in
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T ran sylvan ia  (Szekelyikeresztur, K ezd ivasarh ely  and G y e rg y o - 
szen tm ik lo s), teachers of denom inational sch ools w ill have only  
language courses in the coun ty of Szeben  (S ib iu ). T he expenses  
of these courses w ill be paid  b y  those attending them . A l l  teach
ers w hose know ledge of the R um anian  language has been pronoun
ced deficient are obliged to attend ( "M a g y a r  L a p o k ", June 5 .) .

—  y —

F R E S H  R E IN F O R C E M E N T S  F O R  R U M A N I A N I Z A T I O N

The higher educational authorities have again transferred 
numerous Rumanian teachers from old Rumania to County Csik. 
Thirtysix elementary and infant school teachers have been placed 
in the Hungarian villages of that county. The teachers thus trans
ferred are to receive a 50% supplement of their salaries on the 
ground that County Csik is a “cultural zone", i. e, a region to 
be Rumanianized. —  y —

P A S T U R E  L A N D S  O F  H U N G A R I A N  J O IN T  T E N A N C Y  
F O R C IB L Y  C O N F IS C A T E D  B Y  R U M A N I A N S

The Szeklers living around Lake “Gyilkosto" have been 
greatly exasperated by a fresh and arbitrary act of confiscation. 
Quite recently the Rumanians of Gyergyobetkas forcibly dispos
sessed the Hungarian joint tenants of Gyergyotekeropatak of 400 
yokes of pasture land; and now the same Rumanians of Gyer- 
gyobekas have taken possession of the 460 yokes of pasturage 
belonging to the Hungarian joint tenants of Gyergyoszentmiklos 
(“Brassoi Lapok", May 26.). —  y —

G E R M A N  E V A N G E L I C A L  M IN IS T E R  S E N T E N C E D  T O  
IM P R IS O N M E N T

The military tribunal sitting at Galatz has sentenced the 
Evangelical minister Karl Schranzl —  on the charge of insulting 
the authorities and of neglecting his official duty —  to six months' 
imprisonment; he is alleged to have refused to administer the 
oath to the new recruits on April 13th. last except in German 
and to have given the commander a disrespectful answer. ("Ellen- 
zek", May 27th.). —  y —

YUGOSLAVIA
P A S S P O R T  R E S T R IC T IO N S  D U R IN G  H U N G A R Y 'S  

S T . S T E P H E N  Y E A R

For the period of Hungary's St. Stephen year, i. e. until 
about the end of this year, the Yugoslav authorities have imposed 
serious restrictions on the issue of passports for Hungary; 
Hungarian minority nationals in Yugoslavia, in particular, can 
only obtain passports in very exceptional cases. —  y —
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R E L IG IO U S  IN S T R U C T IO N  O N L Y  IN  O F F I C I A L  L A N G U A G E
O F  S T A T E

In the districts inhabited b y  H ungarians and G erm an s the  
R om an C ath olic  religion  is  being taught in the secon d ary  sch ools  
in the o ffic ia l language of the State. A l l  attem pts on the part 
of H ungarian and G erm an  parents to secure religious instruction  
for their children in their ow n languages have proved futile. 
H itherto in board sch oo ls  religion  h as been taught in the m oth er- 
tongue of the pupils, but the M in istry  of E d u cation  has now  
ordained that, irrespective of the n ation ality  of the children, 
instruction in the R om an  C ath olic  religion  m ust be im parted  
everyw here in the o ffic ia l language of the State, —  y  —

S T R A N G E  P O L IC E  R E G U L A T I O N S  A G A I N S T  H U N G A R I A N  
S IN G E R S  A N D  T H E IR  S E R B  G U E S T S

On June 19th the Hungarian Choral Union of Ujvid6k (No
vi sad) celebrated the fortieth anniversary of its foundation. The 
celebration, which was a true feast of joy for the entire Hun
garian minority in Yugoslavia, was also attended by a few Serb 
choirs and the representatives of the official authorities; never
theless, the police did not allow the delegations and other choirs 
partaking to march on the road, so that they had to use the 
pavement and march to the church in couples. —  y  —

G E R M A N S  A R R E S T E D  E N  M A S S E

In the region  w rested  from  H u n gary  know n to d a y  as the 
"V o iv o d in a " during the m onth of M a y  large num bers of G erm an s  
were arrested on the charges of participation  in  the organisation  
of the N ation al S ocia list m ovem ent, of distributing pam phlets  
w ithout the perm ission  of the authoritities, of using the “ H itler  
sa lu te " and  of infringing the ordinance prohibiting assem blies. 
M ilita ry  detachm ents w ere sen t to  several G erm an  v illa g e s  to  
keep the public excitem ent under control and to m aintain  order. 
M a n y  of the arrested  persons w ere b a d ly  m altreated  during their 
exam ination  and w ere then set a t lib erty ; others w ere how ever  
prosecuted under the crim inal code. T h e  publication  of reports  
relating to these events has been forbidden  b y  the C en sor.

— y —
D O M I C I L I A R Y  V IS IT S  IN  Z A G R E B

In the M a y  issue of this review  m ention  w as m ade of the 
great dem onstration  at the Zagreb  U niversity , w hen the C roat  
university and co llege  students endorsed  the idea of an  indepen
dent C roatia . A fte r  these dem on stration s the P o lice  searched the 
prem ises of the U n iversity  C lu b  and the hom es of its m em bers, 
confiscating book s and p am ph lets as w ell as the p ortraits of D r. 
A n te  P avlevitch  and D r, A n te  Starchevitch, leaders (or rather  
pioneers) of the m ovem ent for C roa t independence. —  y  —
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I v a n  D e r e r :  “ Tcheques et S l o v a q u e s ( P a r i s  
1938. E d itio n  P ie rre  B o s  suet).

M. Ivan Derer, Czecho-Slovak Minister of Justice, has 
published in French a volume containing all the speeches made by 
him —  in the Czech Parliament or on various other festive 
occasions —  in support of Czecho-Slovak "unity".

Rarely has any book appeared at a more inopportune moment 
than this latest publication by M. Derer. It made its appearance 
at the very moment when the endeavours to obtain autonomy of 
the non-Czech nationalities —  Sudeta Germans, Slovaks, Ma
gyars, Poles, Ruthenes —  subjected to oppressive measures by 
the Czechs had taken a decided and definite shape in the eyes 
of the public opinion of Europe, —  at a moment when the whole 
world had become conscious of the jugglery carried on for twenty 
years by the Czechs with the aid of specious catchwords and of 
the attractive phrases of democracy for the purpose of disguising 
that system of consistent and ruthless oppression to which they 
were subjecting the non-Czech nationalities and the deplorable 
situation to which this system had reduced those nationalities. 
This misleading cajolery cannot be continued any longer; and the 
siren voices of Czech "democracy" are no longer listened to 
anywhere. It was therefore quite gratuitous on the part of M. 
Derer to attempt at the present juncture to put together what is 
practically ,a systematic resume of the arguments in favour of 
Czecho-Slovak linguistic, national and State unity so often stressed 
during the last twenty years which are already worn out and are 
not believed by anyone.

The collected speaches of M. Derer endeavour to prove that 
the Slovak people cannot thrive or develop except within the 
framework of the present Czecho-Slovak State. In the author's 
opinion Czecho-Slovak national unity was a living reality in 
the days of the great Moravian Empire: when the latter fell to 
pieces, however, the Czecho-Slovak conception ceased to be a polit
ical reality; the Slovaks lost their national liberty and fell under 
Hungarian influence, the result being that the better educated 
elements of that people —  the persons who attended secondary 
schools —  became eventually completely magyarised, only some 
5 %  of those elements at most remaining loyal to their nationality.
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A m o n g  the m asses, how ever, the national feeling continued to  
live intact; and it w as on this circum stance that the C zechs  
based their activity  when they re-created  the C ze ch o -S lo v a k  national 
and State unity and  liberated  the S lovak s from  H ungarian  in
fluence and H ungarian  oppression . In his speeches M . D erer tries  
to explain  that the S lovak s cann ot retain the liberty  thus 
recovered by  them  excep t w ithin the fram ew ork of C zech o
s lo v a k  State and nation al unity, w hereas a dualistic C zech o
s lo v a k  State or a  C ze c h o -S lo v a k  "n a tio n a lity 1' S tate w ou ld  m erely  
further the cause of G erm an, H ungarian , P olish  and  Ita lian  
im perialism , the S lovak s once m ore com ing entirely  under the 
influence of the H ungarians and being once m ore  su bjected  to H u n 
garian oppression . T h at is w h y M . D erer regards the endeavours  
of the S lovak s to obtain auton om y a s absolu tely  fata l.

T im e has long m ade M . D erer's argum ents obsolete. T o d a y  
every one know s and sees that a ll the n on -C zech  nation alities  
living w ithin the fram ew ork  of the C ze ch o -S lo va k  State —  that 
artifical patchw ork of the m ost heterogeneous e lem en ts —  though  
those nationalities form  the m a jo rity  of the p op u lation  —  have  
been shackled b y  the rigid fetters of C zech centralisation  and  
have been reduced to the p osition  of m ere slaves of the unbridled  
lust of pow er of the C zech  m inority . T o d a y  every one is fam iliar  
with the m isleading and indeed counterfeit character of the in
form ation  and data with the help  of w hich the C zech p olitician s  
figuring in the G reat W a r  succeeded in prevailing upon the 
Principal P ow ers to create this hybrid  State form ation . T he truth  
has been revealed ; and the sufferings endured for tw enty years  
by the opp ressed  n ation alities a lso  dem and —  and this dem and  
cannot be refused —  that the C ze c h o -S lo v a k  S tate  form ation  
should be subjected  to  revision  and that that State sh ou ld  either  
be converted into a fed eral S tate  ensuring equal rights a lso  to  
the G erm an, M a gy a r, S lovak , R uthenian and  P olish  nationalities, 
or should b e  broken up into its elem ents and the several n on - 
Czech nationalities em pow ered  to ex ercise  their right of se lf-  
determ ination. In the latter case  the p resen t-d ay  S lovak ia  and  
R uthenia have no other choice than to return to  H ungary, w ho  
is read y  to receive her brothers with open arm s and to  grant 
them  fu ll autonom y.

M . D erer's argum ents m ight have had som e effect in the 
days w hen the eyes of the w orld  w ere still suffering from  cataract. 
In  the clearer atm osphere of tod ay , how ever, th ey are bound to  
prove abortive. M . D erer's  new  b oo k  is n ot lik e ly  to  do m ore  
than prevail upon its readers to  —  change the subject.

G e o rg e  d e  Lukacs.
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CZECHOSLOVAKIA
T H E  F I N A N C I A L  C O N S E Q U E N C E S  O F  T H E  

"E X T R A O R D I N A R Y  P O L I T I C A L  S I T U A T I O N "

The resolution passed by the executive committee of the 
Czech Industrial Party on July 4th according to reports publis
hed in the Party's organs declared that "the extraordinary poli
tical situation has led to serious financial troubles which make 
it necessary for the State to provide for new revenues. The Party 
is prepared to make the utmost sacrifice for the safety of the 
State, but it must point out that the present level of taxes is 
already far in excess of the financial capacity of the investors, 
and that it is imperative for the State, this time, to observe the 
principle of just taxation and the strictest equality of rights".

—  y —

S E T -B A C K  IN  F I N A N C I A L  A N D  E C O N O M IC  S I T U A T I O N  T O O

The financial and economic situation of Czechoslovakia 
shows a remarkable set-baak this year. This may be seen, among 
other things, from the depreciation of the currency which, 
however, is not nearly so dangerous as might be concluded from 
the actual measure of the decline. Of course, every national bank 
is able to set a limit to this depreciation of a currency, to a 
certain extent and for a certain length of time, provided that it 
is prepared to invest large sums in this operation. Nevertheless, 
it is worth noting the difference in the official currency quotations 
at Prague on three different dates; on December 11-th the Swiss 
franc was quoted at 656.50 —  659.60 Kc. (Czech crowns); on 
April 1st it rose to 658.50 —  661.50 Kc.; while on May 31st it 
was as high as 661.50 —  664.50 Kc.

The note circulation has risen by 29.9%, which is a sign of 
economic depression; another sign is the fluctuation of shares. 
In this connexion it will be useful to compare the prices of a 
few important Czech shares on December 11, and May 30. 
respectively. The "Nordbahn" shares fell from 6050 to 5500, the 
"Czech Sugar Industry" shares from 776 to 595, the "Prague 
M ills" shares from 1120 to 1030, the "Chemical Industry of 
Aussig" shares from 1020 to 890, the "Czecho-Moravian Kolben"
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shares from 2910 to 2180, the "Western Czech CoaT'shares from 
506 to 395, the "Poldi” shares from 1318 to 1080, the “Prague 
Iron" shares from 1655 to 1255, the “Olleschau Paper” shares 
from 566 to 465, and even the shares of the Skoda works fell 
from 1399 to 1100. In addition to the uncertainty of the political 
situation, the scarcity of credit and the diffidence of investors, 
the economic life of Czechoslovakia has been greatly disturbed by 
the unfavourable development of Czecho-German trade relations; 
the value of Czechoslovakia's imports from Germany amounted 
to 111.88 million marks in 1936 and to 141.43 mil. in 1937, while 
her exports to Germany represented a value of 139 mil. marks 
in 1936, and of 150.97 million marks in 1937.

There was a remarkable decrease in the number of visitors 
from every country, but that of the Germans and Austrians rep
resent the highest percentage (55%). This decrease was a serious 
blow to Prague and the other large towns of Czechoslovakia, 
though more especially to such holiday resorts as Marienbad.

A  certain set-back was also in evidence in the inland railway 
traffic of Czechoslovakia. —  y  —

50% FEWER FOREIGN VISITORS IN CZECHSLOVAKIA
Compared with the figures for May, 1937, the number of 

foreign visitors to Czechoslovakia in May this year shows a 
decrease of 50%, while the total length of their stay in the 
country was almost 100.000 days less. On the other hand, the 
total time spent by Czecho-Slovak citizens abroad increased in 
length by 20%, i. e. by about 70.000 days. —  y —

SLOVAKIA AND RUTHENIA RECEIVED LESS THAN 13% 
OF SUMS ALLOTTED FOR EMERGENCY WORKS IN MAY

In order to give a frech impeturs to the decreased building 
activity of investors and partly also to provide the great number 
of unemployed with work, the Ministry of Public Welfare has 
issued a loan amounting to 6,679.100 crowns, free of interest, 
for the performance of emergency building works now being car
ried out all over the Republic at a total cost of 102,426.714 
crowns. The bulk of the former sum has been divided among the 
historical provinces as follows: Bohemia 2.56 millions, Moravia 
and Silesia, 3.05 millions, Slovakia receiving only 0.6 million 
and Ruthenia only 0.47 million crowns. The total budget of the 
emergency works, 102,426.714 million crowns, again, is divided 
as follows: Bohemia 40; Moravia and Silesia 47., Slovakia 11.18., 
and Ruthenia only 4.2 million crowns. These data prove that Slova
kia and Ruthenia receive less than 13% of the emergency works 
carried out in the Republic, although the population of these two 
provinces is 3,537.816 (out of a total population of 14,729.546) 
It was stated at the general meeting of the industrial and eco-
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nomic organization of the Sudeten-German Party held on June 
28-th that the short and uneven spell of improvement in the 
textile, glass and pottery industries of the Sudeten-German 
areas has been followed by a fresh crisis, which has in no way 
been alleviated by State help. (“Die Zeit“, June 29). —  y —

D E C L IN E  IN  S L O V A K I A 'S  M A N U F A C T U R I N G  IN D U S T R Y
Addressing the general meeting of the manufacturers of 

Czechoslovakia at Prague, on June list, M. Milan Zuffa, chairman 
of the Slovak Manufacturers' Union, declared that the present 
political atmosphere constituted a serious handicap to investment. 
This may be seen best from the present decline in the country's 
economic life in general. Last year Slovakia's manufacturing in
dustry showed an increase of 20%, but in the first half of the 
year 1938 conditions took an unfavourable turn. The State's 
willingness to help Slovakia, M. Zuffa stated, could not be 
detected either in the tariff policy of the railways or in the 
general taxation policy of the State. —  y  —

HUNGARY
MR. HULL CONGRATULATES HUNGARY ON HER 

WILLINGNESS TO PAY HER DEBT
It will be remembered that in February this year Hungary 

offered to repay her debts to America within thirty years by 
annual instalments of 39.000 dollars. In the middle of June the 
Hungarian Government informed Mr. Hull, Foreign Secretary of 
the U. S. A, that it had paid 9800 dollars to the Federal Bank 
of New York to the account of the U. S. A . Goverment as part 
payment of Hungary's war debts, due on June 15th. It is reported 
by Reuter's that Mr. Hull has expressed his utmost satisfaction 
at the decision of the Hungarian Government to fulfil their 
obligation "to such an extent". The legistature of the U. S. A. 
is not expected to deal with Hungary's offer until next year.

— y —
GROWING IMPORTANCE OF BRITISH MARKET

D r. Im red y, the P rim e M in ister, in a debate in the H ouse of 
D ep u ties em phasized  the need to preserve H u n gary 's foreign  
m arkets.

To-day, he stated, Greater Germany took 53 per cent, of 
Hungarian exports, and Italy 15 per cent. Exports to Great 
Britain had increased in the last 12 years from 10,000.000 to 
42.000.000 pengo, those to France from 4.000.000 to 12.000.000 
pengo, those to the Near East from 1.700.000 to 16.000.000 pengo, 
those to the Far East from 1.800.000 to 10.000.000 pengo, those 
to Canada and the United States from 2.500.000 to 17.800.000 
pengo those. Exports, however, could not be maintained without
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keeping the doors open to imports, and it was not possible to 
protect industries which could not pay their way in the domestic 
market.

Trade negotiations with Germany had already been success
fully concluded, and the quotas which Hungary had formerly 
enjoyed in the Austrian market were on the whole maintained. 
Negotiations with Italy were about to begin. The importance for 
Hungary of the British market was steadily growing, said Dr. 
Imredy, and he was confident that the British demand for Hun
garian poultry, eggs, butter, fat, tobacco, and ready-made clothing 
would continue to increase. —  y  —

EXPORTS EXCEED IMPORTS BY 74.200.000 PENGO 
IN FIRST SEVEN MONTHS OF YEAR

According to the report published by the Central Statistical 
Bureau the value of imports in July was 41.700.000 pengo, as 
against 36.800.000 pengo in July 1936, while the value of exports 
was 41.200.000 pengo (40.700.000 p, last year). July's foreign 
trade balance therefore shows an excess of imports of 500.000 
pengo. Last year July's balance showed an axcess of imports of
3.900.000 pengo.

In the first seven months of the current year the value of 
imports was 260.200.000 (256.400.000) pengo, that of exports
334.400.000 (256.800.000) pengo.

As against a favourable balance of 400.000 in the first seven 
months of 1936 exports in the same period of the current year 
exceeded imports by 74.200.000 pengo.

Compared with the same period of last year the total value 
of foreign trade was as follows:

1937 1936
Exports 334.500.000 p. 256.800.000 p.
Imports 260.200.000 p. 256.400.000 p.

Total 594.600.000 p . 513.200.000 p.

Thus the total value o f  foreign  trade from  January to  the  
end o f J u ly  w as 8 1 .4 00 .0 0 0  p en g o  m ore than in the sa m e p eriod  
last yea r.

In the first seven months of 1937 imports of raw leather, 
raw metals, hewn and sawn timber and artificial fibre rose 
greatly, while a corresponding decline was noticeable in the 
imports of maize, crude mineral oil and raw and scrap iron.

Trade in export commodities shows a great increase owing 
to the folowing items: wheat to Italy (942.273 q.), to Austria 
(817.293 q.), to Switzerland (614.750 q .); rye to Austria (624.257 
q.); maize to Germany (713.228 q .); horned cattle to Italy 
(58.879 head) and Germany (12.164 head) and feathers to 
Germany (1.504.4 tons). Exports of fresh meat to Germany fell
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o ff considerably , as d id  trade w ith  G rea t Britain  in lard  and  
bacon, and the ex p o rt o f p igs to  A u stria . —  y  —

F IR S T  H U N G A R I A N  B U D G E T  W I T H O U T  A  D E F IC IT  
S IN C E  E IG H T  Y E A R S

T he H ungarian B u d get for 1939/40 is since the year 1931/32 
the first B u d get w ithout a d eficit. P u blic expenditure am ounts to  
1334.9 m illion  pengo, w h ile  the receipts are estim ated  at a total 
of 1335 m illio n  p en go ; that show ing a surplus o f 0.1 m illion . T he  
previous B u d get had foreseen  a deficit of 38 m illion  pengo.

T h e im provem ent of the B u d get is due p artly  to a rise  
in revenue and p artly  to the m ore favou rable b alan ces of the 
S tate  undertakings, as w ell as to  certain agreem ents b y  w hich it 
has been p ossib le  to  reduce the liabilities of the State.

T h is achievem ent is a ll the m ore rem arkable w hen we  
rem em ber that the B u dget show s an increase in agricultural in
vestm ents, p articu larly  in the app rop riations for the im prove
m ent o f the socia l standard of agricultural em p loyees, in the 
estim ate of expen d itu re for the m aintenance of public roads, and  
the support given to  in d ustry  —  p articu larly  to  the crafts —  
and the you n ger generations.

The economic development of Hungary is in many respects 
similar to, though not altogether identical with, that of the 
international economic situation in general. Following the years 
of economic depression there has been, in recent years, a decided 
improvement of the economic situation, accompanied by a re
covery of economic activity. This is undoubtedly due —  to some 
extent —  to a similar improvement in the international economic 
situation in general, but it is also a result of the special condi
tions prevailing in Hungary, particularly of the reorganisation 
of the foreign exchanges system on the basis of uniform premiums, 
which has had a very good effect; finally, the exceptionally good 
harvest of 1936 also contributed towards this improvement. The 
harvest of 1937 was not so good, but its effect was counter
balanced by a rise in certain agrarian prices and by the general 
improvement of the conditions governing cattle-breeding.

Industrial production showed a remarkable and steady 
rise until last autumn, when certain industries came to a sudden 
halt; nevertheless, taking it as a whole, we may say that the 
general relapse from the standard of prosperity throughout the 
world had comparatively little effect on the economic situation 
of Hungary. Many signs, however, encourage us to hope that 
the tendency in evidence last autumn was but a temporary re
lapse. In any case, it so far affects certain branches of our 
economic life only, and not the whole. It most also be borne 
in mind that the improvement of the economic situation in Hun
gary has been achieved in a natural way. Furthermore, it must 
be remembered that we are looking forward to the realisation
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of a huge investment programme, which will, no doubt, involve 
an increased demand on the tax-payers in general, but —  at the 
same time —  it will also act as a powerful stimulus to economic 
activity. In forming a judgment of Hungary's economic prospects, 
we must not forget that the foundations of our economic structure 
are not only quite sound, but have become even more stable in 
recent years. The strengthening of the situation in respect of 
foreign exchanges has been remarkable indeed. The new system 
introduced in the payment of our debts has now been working 
for almost a year without a hitch and has undoubtedly contributed 
to strengthen Hungary's credit, in the eyes of the world in general.

T he variou s item s of the B u d get are as fo llo w s :
1. Statei A d m in istra tion : expenditure 848.3 million pengo; 

revenue 878.5 millions, surplus 30.2 millions.
2. S ta te  U n d erta k in gs: expenditure 486.6 millions, receipts

456.5 mill.; deficit 30.1 million pengo.
3. T ota l Expenditure 1.334.9 mill., total Revenue 1.335 mill., 

surplus 0.1 million pengo.
The amount of appropriations for the payment of State debts 

has been decreased by 32.3 millions. With regard to State ex
penditure, the most remarkable decrease is that shown by the 
items of material and transitional expenses: 35.7 million pengo. 
On the other hand, as regards the revenues of the State, a 
significant rise may be observed in the following items: the 
amount foreseen under the head of d irect taxation  exceeds last 
year's Estimates by 21.8 millions; in com e ta xes  have been 
estimated at 18.5 million pengo more than previously; this rise 
is explained by an actual increase in prices and in business in 
general, and also by previous results. A  certain increase is also 
to be expected in other branches of taxation, owing to a more 
favourable development in respect of the sale and purchase, and 
of the value, of real estate. The amount foreseen under the head 
of excise duties shows an increase of 6 million pengo. An actual 
increase of revenue in recent years seems to justify confidence 
with respect to this branch of taxation. In view of the probable 
development of our export trade, it is expected that customs 
duties will increase by 4 million pengo. —  y  —

RUMANIA
R U M A N I A N  O P IN IO N  O F  S O C I A L  A N D  H Y G IE N IC  

C O N D IT IO N S  IN  R U M A N I A
Certain peculiar conditions prevalent in Rumania were dis

cussed in a leading article published in the “Patria" of 19th May. 
According to its author there were whole districts in Transyl
vania, especially in the northern counties, where, strangely enough, 
the villagers bought their firewood, and even onions, vegetables 
and eggs, in the town markets. In the valley of the Szamos hund-
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reds of houses stood uninhabited, since the able-bodied younger 
people, men and women alike, had gone to Bucharest in search 
of work and a livelihood. Thousands and thousands of Rumanian 
peasants had no ploughs. In country places there was only one 
doctor to every 30,000 inhabitants. The other day in his wireless 
address the Minister of the Interior himself had painted a very 
sad picture of health conditions in the towns. In 114 of Rumania's 
175 towns there was no drainage, in 108 the inhabitants were 
forced to drink stagnant water and in 50 there was no electric 
light. In another article M. Lupu (a former Minister) wrote that 
first of all the Rumanian peasants must be raised to the dignity 
of human beings by means of moral training. Today for lack of 
elementary knowledge, and also owing to extreme poverty, the 
houses and people in the Rumanian villages were disgustingly 
dirty. The clothes and hair of the peasants, especially of the 
children, were swarming with lice. The three chief diseases of 
the Rumanian peasantry, pellagra, tuberculosis and syphilis, were 
working terrible destruction again, though for a short time after 
the land reform things in this respect had apparently improved. 
But since that time, thanks to the prolific natural increase of the 
peasants, the land received had been cut up into small portions 
and the people were again suffering from a lack of food. The 
Rumanian peasants has no idea of the elements of modern 
agriculture and —  for instance —  could not be induced to plough 
their land in autumn. —  y  —

YUGOSLAVIA
THE PRICE OF W HEAT IS TWICE AS MUCH AS ON THE

WORLD MARKET
The sudden rise in the price of wheat has caused a serious 

crisis in the Yugoslav market. This unexpected rise was largely 
due to the fact that the exportation of unduly large consignments 
of wheat caused a shortage in wheat at home. The authorities 
have succeeded in cutting down the price of wheat from 250 
Dinars p. q. to 220 Dinars; nevertheless, the wheat has almost 
entirely disappeared from the market. In order to prevent a 
further rise in the prices of bread and other provisions, the 
Goverment has given permission for the importation of 1000 
waggons of foreign wheat duty free. ("Obzor", May 29). —  y  —
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FOOTBALL

The series of World Championship matches was opened on 
June 4-th, the matches being played in ten towns of France. 
Among those fifteen nations whose representative teams met in 
this contest Italy and Hungary won the first and second places. 
The final between Italy and Hungary —  whose team had previo
usly defeated the Dutch-Indian, Swedish and Swiss teams —  was 
played on June 19-th. Italy won by 4 goals to 2, so that the final 
result of the World Championship contest is: 1. Italy, 2. Hungary, 
3, Brazil, 4. Sweden. Sporting circles in Hungary regard Hun
gary's defeat by Italy as the result of bad tactics on the part 
of the captain, Dr. Dietz, who is receiving very serious reproaches 
for what is here regarded as a mistaken selection.

The annual compeition also began, at the end of June, for 
the Central European Cup, which is this year being defended by 
the Hungarian team “Ferencvaros". The first matches show the 
following results:

Hungaria (Hungary) : Juventus (Italy) 3 : 3.
Ujpest (Hungary) : RFC Bucharest (Rumania) 4 : 1.
Jidenice (Czech) : Ferencvaros (Hungary) 3 : 1.
Ambrosiana (Italy) : Kispest (Hungary) 4 : 2.
These figures show only the first half of the competition, 

as every team has to play two matches.

FENCING
The leading Italian and Hungarian sword fencers met 

recently for the third time to compete for the Terstyanszky Cup, 
dedicated to the memory of the late Hungarian Olympic 
champion of sword fencing, Col, Terstyanszky. The previous con
tests ended in the victory of the Hungarian competitors. The 
meeting of the six best fencers each from Hungary and Italy 
at Venice this year was all the more fascinating as last year's 
world championship contest at Postyen —  in the absence of the 
Hungarian fencers —  was won by the young Italian team. Never
theless, the Hungarian team again proved that it is able to preserve 
the supremacy of the Hungarian sword even in the "hot atmos
phere" of Italy. The two teams fought a very close contest, so
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that after the first half of the matches the result was 9 : 9 .  In 
the second half the Italian team led by 18 : 15 until, in the last 
three matches, Rajczy —  the hero of the tournament —  beat 
Perenno, while Rajcsanyi won against Monteno —  the champion 
at Postyen —  by 5 :1  and Bercelly defeated Gaudini. The final 
results of the contest was 18 : 18, but according to the rules of 
the memorial contest the Hungarian team won the championship 
owing to it having scored a higher number of hits.

ATHLETICS.
Hungary's athletes are training seriously for the Finnish- 

Hungarian match at Helsinki. Great interest is being taken in 
this encounter of the two sister nations, since the Finnish 
athletes are busily preparing to turn the tables on their Hun
garian opponents, who beat them at Budapest in 1930. Both Hun
gary and Finland are looking forward to the encounter with 
great interest.

CROATIAN SPORTING CLUB’S PROTEST AGAINST THE 
TERM "YU G O SLAV"

The Croatian football club "Gradjansfki", of Zagreb, whose 
team is at present Yugoslavia's champion team, has cancelled its 
Australian tour, because the Yugoslav Fottball Association had 
demanded that it should tour under the name of a "Yugoslav 
National Team". —  y  —
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