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A very original means of breaking the power of 
Hungarian capital were the banking laws drafted in the year 
1924. Having first weakened the mobility of the Hungarian 
banking institutes by refusing to redeem their war loan 
bonds, and having placed them at a decided disadvantage 
by conferring special benefits on the branches of the Czech 
banks in Slovakia and Ruthenia, the Czechs organised the 
so-called ‘ ‘re-construction and general banking fund" for the 
assistance of the banking institutes which had got into dif
ficulties. Although contributions have to be made — accord
ing to a progressive scale fixed by the said laws — towards 
the maintenance of this fund also by the Hungarian banks, 
and although these Hungarian banks have the first claim to 
such assistance, of the thousands of millions allotted out of 
this fund not a single filler has ever been given to a 
Hungarian bank, whereas particular stress hs been laid on 
the application against them of the provisions of the said 
laws which provide facilities for compelling banks which 
have got into difficulties to amalgamate with other institutes 
or to get their affairs liquidated by other institutes or in any 
case to get themselves placed under control. To put it 
mildly, this system means that the big Czech banks are being 
supported also out of the money contributed by the 
Hungarian banking institutes, the object being to enable those 
big Czech banks to gradually absorb the latter.

The very existence of large numbers of Hungarians has 
been menaced continually also by the finding of the Czecho
slovak Administrative Tribunal taken at the end of 1923 
which — in defiance of the treaties of peace and of the laws 
in force in the State too — acknowledged as Czecho-Slovak
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nationals only those inhabitants of Slovakia and Ruthenia 
who had been domiciled expressly as possessing pertinenza 
in a parish of those provinces prior to January 1st., 1910. 
Now, seeing that under the Hungarian Act XXII. of 1886 
pertinenza (or right of domicile) was under certain condi
tions obtainable automatically too, large numbers of 
Hungarians (Magyars) living in Czecho-Slovakia one fine 
day awoke to find that — though they had obtained a right 
of domicile prior to January 1st., 1910 — they were not 
acknowledged as being Czecho-Slovak nationals and had 
therefore become "homeless” . This tendentious finding of the 
Administrative Tribunal was the cause of a whole series of 
tragedies: its disastrous effects too affected the Hungarians 
most seriously. As a consequence Hungarian deputies were 
deprived of their seats, electors lost their right of suffrage, 
public employees lost their posts, pensioners lost their 
pensions, lawyers, doctors and workers lost their livelihood; 
indeed, on similar grounds poor Hungarians were refused 
admission even to the public hospitals. And this is one 
of the most serious grievances of the Hungarians of Czecho
slovakia: it is a problem which the Czecho-Slovak legislature 
has so far made no attempt to solve, that showing that the 
authorities are deliberately intent on keeping a considerable 
proportion of the Hungarians in a state of continuous 
suspense, reducing them to the condition of pariahs. A  case 
very aptly illustrating this anomaly is that of Stephen Szi- 
nyei-Merse, the scion of an ancient family which has lived 
since the thirteenth century in the section of Saros County 
belonging to Slovakia; this gentleman, who was at one time 
Lord Lieutenant of the County and during the Great War 
served as Governmental Commissioner in several counties 
and in acknowledgment of his exceptional services received 
from Francis Joseph I. the title of Privy Councillor, has not 
been acknowledged as possessing the right of domicile in 
Slovakia or as entitled to Czecho-Slovak citizenship.

Maybe in the above passage we have dealt somewhat 
too exhaustively with the events of the years from 1918 to 
1920; but we thought it necessary to do so, because it was 
in those years that were laid the foundations of the system 
still employed by Prague in its dealings with the Magyars.
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In what follows we shall give a more concise account of the 
events which have happened since that period.

Complete Deterioration of Cultural and
Economic Situation of Magyars (1925—33).

Although they have never made a secret of their convic
tion that they were incorporated in the Czecho-Slovak State 
against their will, the Magyars have nevertheless loyally 
fulfilled the duties devolving upon them as citizens of that 
State; they have at all times confined themselves to the 
ways and means ensured them under the Czecho-Slovak 
Constitution and the Czecho-Slovak laws in their endeavour 
to improve their situation, — an endeavour which has 
unfortunately proved futile. In 1926, when after the fall of 
the Czech National Coalition a bourgeois Government sup
ported by the German '‘activists” and the Slovak People's 
Party came into power, the Hungarian (Magyar) National 
Party, which party had received the largest number of 
Hungarian votes at the 1925 parliamentary elections, entered 
into negotiations with the largest Czech party — the 
Agrarian Party — but was very soon compelled to realise 
that the Czechs had not the slightest inclination to comply 
with even the modest demands formulated by the Hungarians. 
It is very much to the credit of the political foresight of the 
leaders of the Hungarian minority that under these circum
stances they refused to follow the lead of the Sudeta German 
“ activists” , who until quite recently were represented in the 
Czecho-Slovak Government, without however having been 
able to obtain for their people any concessions whatsoever.

The Hungarians did not follow the lead of the latter 
during the debate of the 1927 Public Administration Act 
either; they refused to vote for it. This Act — which 
abolished the large county system previously in force — re
organised Slovakia and Bohemia, Moravia-Silesia and 
Ruthenia, as provinces; and the situation of the Hungarians 
was no wise improved (indeed, it was actually made worse) 
when it was ordained that one-third of the Members of the 
Provincial Diet were to be officially appointed, thereby 
enhancing the power of the bureaucracy. The authorities
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responsible for appointing the Members of the Provincial Diet 
once more ignored the claims of the two Hungarian (Magyar) 
parties.

The action initiated by Lord Rothermere in 1927 for a 
revision of the Treaty of Trianon and the sensational political 
trial of Dr. Tuka in 1929 exposed the Hungarians to fresh 
avalanches of persecution. On both occasions domiciliary 
visits and arrests were once more the order of the day, — 
although the Hungarians (Magyars) had not played and 
indeed could not have played — any active role either in the 
Rothermere action or in the Tuka affair, which was the 
outcome of a movement to obtain Slovak autonomy.

Although the Government was not able to prevent the 
Hungarians from establishing cultural and social associations 
similar to those established at the very outset with its per
mission by the Sudeta Germans and the Poles, it nevertheless 
continued to paralyse the educational efforts of the 
Hungarians; and the Slovak League (Slovenska Liga), in the 
operations of which an active role has always been — and 
is still being —  played by State officials and school 
inspectors, made more strenuous efforts than ever to de
nationalise the Hungarian (Magyar) settlement area. While 
on the one hand the Hungarian schools were closed in many 
villages predominantly Magyar in population, on the other 
hand, in other villages not containing a single "Czecho
slovak" except the gendarmes and excise officers, school 
have been established with “Czecho-Slovak" (whatever that 
may be) as the language of instruction, the Czechs delibera
tely furnishing and equipping the same most luxuriously 
and by the distribution of clothing and Christmas presents 
enticing the Hungarian children to attend them in order that 
they might be "kneaded" into "Czecho-Slovaks" (whatever 
that may be). It was at this period that M. Milan Hodza, 
the present Prime Minister, in his capacity as Minister of 
Education, ordained that the terms spent at Hungarian 
universities and colleges were not to be accepted as equi
valent to terms spent at Czecho-Slovak universities etc., and 
that diplomas obtained at the Hungarian universities and 
colleges were not to be incorporated in Czecho-Slovakia. By 
this measure Government made it impossible for the younger
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generations of Hungarians living in Czecho-Slovakia to study 
in universities and colleges in Dismembered Hungary. Ob
stacles of continually increasing gravity were thrown in the 
way of writers, singers and actors from Hungary who desired 
to give lectures, concerts or performances respectively in 
the Hungarian towns of Slovakia and Ruthenia; at the same 
time, in Pozsony and at Kassa, the two largest towns in 
Slovakia, the Hungarian theatrical season was limited to six 
weeks; and — in defiance of the Czecho-Slovak laws 
themselves — the authorities refused to allow (and indeed 
still refuse to allow) Hungarian actors even to set foot in 
those towns in which —  according to the data of the Czecho
slovak Census — the Magyars do not represent 20% of the 
population. The Hungarian papers appearing in Budapest — 
with the exception of one or two Opposition, particularly 
Social Democratic, organs — were banned (and are still 
banned) from Czecho-Slovakia; at the same time, however, 
with the support of the Government, a paper written in 
Hungarian but Czech in spirit (“A  Nap” ) was started, which 
—  like its forerunner, "A  Reggel" — regarded it as its prime 
duty to abuse Hungary, the Hungarian nation and the 
leaders of the Hungarian minority of Czecho-Slovakia. (“A  
Nap" later on ceased to appear; but in 1932 its role was 
taken over by the “Magyar Ujsag".) In like manner the 
Czecho-Slovak Government bribed a few renegade 
Hungarians — compositors and journalists who had fled 
from Hungary after the fall of Bela Kun — and attempted 
with their help (though naturally with very little success) 
to entice the Hungarian people to join the Czech Agrarian 
Party and the Czech Social Democratic Party. It goes 
without saying that these methods were not particularly 
calculated to improve the relations existing between Govern
ment on the one hand and on the other the Hungarian 
Deputies and Senators who at every election could rely upon 
the confidence of at least a quarter of a million Magyar 
electors.

Nor did the Language Order issued in 1926 do anything 
whatsoever to improve the situation of the Magyars. Apart 
from the fact that the bulk of the Articles (some hundred in 
number) of this Order were never put into practice, it was
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very shortly followed by the measure instituted by Govern
ment which in four districts (Kassa, Rimaszombat, Nyitra, 
Galszecs) abolished the linguistic rights to which the Ma
gyars were entitled in their dealings with courts of law and 
with the administrative authorities. Under the Language Act 
of 1920 the Magyars possess linguistic rights in all districts 
in which they repressent not less than 20% of the population. 
According to the results shown by the 1921 Census, the 
Magyars represented more than the prescribed minimum of 
20°/o. Government however ovverreached the law by detach
ing numerous Magyar villages from and attaching several 
Slovak villages to the districts in question; thus by a trick 
reducing the proportion of Magyars to less than 20°/o and 
thereby robbing the Magyars of their linguistic rights. The 
same method had been employed already in 1920 in Pozsony, 
the Capital of Slovakia. This example shows most strikingly 
that certain laws drafted by the Czecho-Slovak Republic 
which are apparently favourable to the minorities serve 
merely to throw dust in the eyes of foreign countries.

When, after the parliamentary elections in 1929, the 
bourgeois Government was replaced by a Cabinet which 
enjoyed the support of all the Czech parties (with the 
exception of the Communists) and of two German “activist” 
parties, at first it looked as if Government felt impelled to 
make certain overtures to the Magyars, who in the first ten 
years since the establishment of the Republic had been sub
jected to so much suffering and persecution. In 1930 the 
President of the Republic, Dr. Masaryk, placed a wreath on 
the grave of Imre Madach, the great Hungarian poet and 
philosopher, at Alsosztregova and offered the sum of 1,000,000 
crowns for the establishment of a Hungarian scientific, 
literary and artistic association. It very soon transpired, how
ever, that this gesture merely served as a means of counter
acting the revision movement that was assuming constantly 
increasing dimensions in foreign countries. For the new 
association was placed under the direction of men in whom 
the Hungarians had not the remotest confidence, while the 
Magyar writers, savants and artists who clung loyally to 
their nation were completely thrust into the background.

It was about this time that the waves of the great
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economic crisis reached Czecho-Slovakia; and those waves 
destroyed everything that the "de-industrialisation” action 
had left in Slovakia and Ruthenia. Not once during the crisis 
did the Magyars receive any assistance from Government; 
on the contrary, the "tax-screw” was applied more and more 
ruthlessly against them. The fact that the bailiffs actually 
removed from his pocket the gold watch of M. Andrew 
Korlath, the leader of the Magyars of Ruthenia, — as they 
emptied the pockets also of many other Hungarians — , while 
the Czech tax-payer were being treated with the utmost 
indulgence, speaks volumes. No wonder, then, that the Hun
garians began to feel that Prague wished to strip them of 
everything. The Magyar farmers of the Csallokoz district, 
who had to contend, not only with the crisis, but with the 
consequences of a whole series of Acts of God, received only 
very half-hearted support from the Prague Government (and 
that despite the constant appeals of the Hungarian Deputies 
and Senators); and when at a later period the system of a 
corn monopoly was introduced for the purpose of relieving 
the agrarian crisis, the Government paid the Magyar farmers 
for their products far lower prices than those which were 
given to the Czech farmers.

Fatal “Mailed Fist” policy (1933—38).

The economic crisis was just at its height when a fresh 
campaign of political persecution was started against the 
Hungarians, In 1933, as a consequence of the repercussion 
of the establishment of the Third Empire the Sudeta Germans 
began to shoW restlessness too; and the waves of the 
autonomist movement among the Slovaks also began to rise. 
Although the Magyars had nothing whatsoever to do with 
these events, the measures instituted by Prague for the 
purpose of checking these movements hit the Hungarians 
very hard — probably affecting them ever more seriously 
than they did the Sudeta Germans and the Slovaks. The 
"Pragai Magyar Hirlap” , the leading organ of the Hungarians 
of Czecho-Slovakia, was — under Act 124 of 1922 — placed 
under an embargo for three months in 1933 and again, in 
September, 1934, for another three months. Several leading
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members of the Magyar minority (Vozary, Member of the 
Provincial Diet, Koves, editor-in-chief of a Hungarian paper, 
Coteli, a lawyer), were thrown into prison. Ladies (e. g. Mrs. 
Stephen Tornallyay) were maltreated — in winter, in un
heated prison cells. In terms of Act 122 of 1933, according 
to the provisions of which the elections of village magistrates 
were not valid until approved by the Minister of the Interior, 
approval of the elections of local magistrates was refused 
to a whole series of Magyar villages. A  very striking instance 
of these abuses is what has happened at Szepsi, a small 
market-town, where the authorities have refused three times: 
in succession to approve the election of magistrate; indeed,, 
quite recently the representative council was dissolved four 
times in succession simply because it had dared to appeal 
to the Administrative Tribunal against the finding of the 
Provincial Office in a question of expropriation. And the 
representative council of Kassa, the second largest town in 
Slovakia, has been dissolved merely because it demanded 
the erection of a suitable building for the Hungarian classes 
of the "realgymnasium” there; for, as things stand at present, 
the Hungarian pupils are compelled to go to school in the 
afternoons and evenings. The above cases show also that the 
Hungarians (Magyars) are unable to live their own ethnic 
life even in their villages.

The authorities on one occasion refused to intervene 
when — at Eperjes — the rabble forcibly stopped an amateur 
performance and beat the distinguished persons who were 
to take part in the performance. At Kassa, on the occasion of 
the bicentenary of the death of Francis Rakoczi II., the great 
champion of Hungarian liberty, proceedings were instituted 
against many persons who collaborated in the work of pre
paring the celebrations. Despite the provisions of Act 233 of 
1935 no district "city" schools with Magyar as the language 
of instruction have been established in the districts inhabited 
by Hungarians; in the small town of Szepsi, for instance, 
which is inhabited almost exclusively by Magyars, there is 
not a single Magyar “city" school for the use of the 15,000 
Magyars living there, though there is a Slovak school. 
Complaints are being lodged in increasing numbers charging 
the Czech teachers with brutally treating the Hungarian
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children, — the treatment being indeed in many cases so 
brutal that the children have to be taken to hospital in a 
critical condition, the drums of their ears being damaged by 
blows, while in other cases the pupils are kicked downstairs, 
etc., etc.

The Present Situation.
At the end of 1935 the Hungarian Deputies — in the 

hope that thereby they would succeed perhaps in bringing 
about an improvement in the lot of their racial brethren — 
voted for the first time at the election of President. It was 
to their support too that Dr. Edward Benes owed his election 
to the office of Head of State. At a very critical period 
during the election campaign Dr. Benes begged for the 
-support of the Magyars, and — after he had declared that 
the demands submitted to him were all without exception 
such as could be fulfilled — he received that support. 
Nevertheless, there was no change whatsoever in the situation 
after his election. Indeed, one of the very first laws pro
mulgated with his signature — the Defence of the State Act
— proved the source of fresh bitter suffering to the Hun
garians. For under this Act practically the whole of the 
settlement area of the Magyars was declared to be “ State 
Defence Zone" — i. e. a territory in which a whole series of 
exceptional measures are in force even in times of peace. 
Even the most insignificant building activity, for instance, 
has to be approved in advance by the military authorities; 
real estate of every kind may be expropriated; and the 
approval of the military authorities is required in most cases 
by persons desirous to undertake industrial operations. Under 
the provisions of this Act persons may be — and are being
— dismissed from or transferred from establishments of 
importance from the point of view of the Defence of the State 
merely because they have relatives with strong Magyar 
feelings. We see, therefore, that this Act affects the very 
existence of the Hungarians of Czecho-Slovakia.

Nor did any relief of the situation of the Hungarian 
minority result from the agreement concluded on February 
18th., 1937, between the Government and the German 
“ activists” , in which the Government promised that in minor
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ity territories local workers would be given the preference, 
that more minority citizens would be admitted to the State 
service than before, that the cultural life of the minorities 
would be granted support in proportion to their respective 
ratios of the population, and that there would be certain 
concessions in respect of the use of minority languages. How
ever, as the Hungarian Deputy Count John Esterhazy 
showed, in a speech delivered on February 8th., 1938, there 
is not a single Magyar official in any of the Prague Ministries, 
nor is any Hungarian to be found among the school inspectors 
and the district prefects, while there are no inscriptions or 
notices in Magyar in any of the post offices or at any of 
the railway stations, and there are still 13,000 Magyar 
children compelled to attend schools controlled by other 
races, etc., etc. Only the other day the authorities again 
refused to fulfil the request of the town of Leva (Levica) 
submitted so often before to the effect that a parallel Hun
garian section should be organised in the local “ real- 
gymnasium". Aladar R. Vozary, a Hungarian Member of the 
Ruthenian Diet, was called to order — and indeed had pro
ceedings instituted against him — for having spoken in 
Hungarian at a meeting of the Diet. And the Government 
has only just issued an Order giving instructions that at 
railway stations and in post offices in districts with a Hun
garian majority Magyar inscriptions and notices too must 
be used, — though the 1920 Language Act eighteen years 
ago guaranteed the linguistic rights of the Hungarians in 
those districts in which the Magyars represent at least 20%> 
of the population. The extensive propagation of the terms 
of this provision once more shows that Prague is still 
anxious to throw dust in the eyes of the world.

This was the situation when, on March 12th. last, the 
question of the “Anschluss" and the Czecho-Slovak problem 
suddenly became an international question. Geza Sziillo, 
President of the Parliamentary Club of the United Hungarian 
Party, joined with the Deputies of the other oppressed 
peoples of Czecho-Slovakia in supporting the demand for 
autonomy put forward by the Slovaks. But, while the whole 
world watches with breathless suspense the development of 
the Czecho-Slovak question, the Czecho-Slovak Government
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so far (i. e. down to the end of April) has failed to take a 
step towards fulfilling the legitimate demands of the Hun
garians (the most unfairly treated of all the non-Czech 
nationalities of the Republic) and is indeed actually con
tinuing its policy of persecution. Stephen Kerekes, for 
instance, a universally respected and distinguished Hungarian 
living in Ruthenia, who is nearly eighty years of age, and 
several of his friends have been arrested, while domiciliary 
visits have been made to the premises of numerous local 
organisations of the United Hungarian Party. Many Hunga-* 
rians have been refused passports — no reason being given 
for the refusal. Nor does the new Bill relating to citizenship 
solve the problem which has made tens of thousands of 
Magyars “homeless" in their native land. We can still feel 
the oppression of the suffocating atmosphere which for 
twenty years has been a nightmare to every Magyar living 
in Czecho-Slovakia.

It is really incomprehensible that Prague — though 
seeing the international political firmament overclouded and 
charged with electricity — should nevertheless continue the 
anti-Magyar policy which it has pursued for the last twenty 
years. On the threshold of the twelfth hour we declare that 
the only possibility of an internal settlement of the Czecho
slovak Problem is the creation of a federative system and 
a corresponding amendment of the Constitution. It is too 
late for the Sudeta German question to be solved alone, for 
the other non-Czech nationalities quite naturally demand 
the granting to them of the same rights as those to be 
granted to the Germans; nor can the Hungarian minority 
question be regarded as an isolated question: it must be 
solved in connection with the problems of the other non- 
Czech nationalities; for the Hungarians could not possibly 
renounce the advantages accruing to them too from a 
united struggle of all the nationalities combined.

From the very outset the Magyars have supported the 
autonomist struggle of the Slovaks and Ruthenians, joining 
their ranks in the fight to obtain the territorial autonomy 
guaranteed Slovakia under the Pittsburg Convention and 
Ruthenia under the Minority Treaty of Saint Germain which 
has so far not been put into effect. There is no contradiction
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whatsoever between this demand for autonomy and the 
separate demand formulated by the Magyars to the effect 
that they should be granted cultural self-government within 
the frame of the autonomy in question, that their status as 
an artificial person should be acknowledged in the Constitu
tion, and that the said cultural autonomy should extend to 
every person declaring himself to be a Magyar, wherever 
that person may live in the territory of Slovakia or Ruthenia. 
The developments of recent weeks have unequivocally 
justified the legitimate character of the demands of the 
Magyars and have at the same time proved the necessity of 
the fight carried on for the last twenty years in the Czecho
slovak Republic by the Magyars wrested from their native 
land against their will and without their wishes being 
consulted who have been persecuted to the death, hindered 
from continuing their cultural development and economically 
ruined, — a fight carried on against the Czecho-Slovak 
system of government which is already utterly discredited 
in the eyes of the League of Nations and of all other inter
national forums. This struggle is a sad but glorious chapter 
in the common history of the Magyar nation, the last four 
centuries of which are one long record of struggles for the 
vindication of its human and national rights.

The foreign propaganda of the Czecho-Slovak State has 
during the last twenty years left no stone unturned to 
palliate the anti-Magyar policy of the Czecho-Slovak Govern
ment and to blacken the character of the persecuted 
Hungarians in the eyes of the outside world. In the country 
itself the Government has practically never lifted a finger 
to redress the unceasing wrongs complained of by the 
Hungarians. That Government promised humanism, demo
cracy, an “Eastern Switzerland''; but in reality it has never 
shown any humanity in its treatment of the Magyars, having 
employed the police methods of Metternich and Bach to 
torture the Hungarians and having naturalised the 
nationality policy of the Balkans in the very heart of Central 
Europe.

Instead of giving the non-Czech nationalities subjected 
to Czech rule even the minimum granted to the Czechs in 
pre-War Austria (a minimum at which the Czechs grumbled
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very much at the time), the Czecho-Slovak Government has 
done all in its power — in the name of the lying fiction 
dubbed a "national State" — to de-nationalise the Magyars; 
and — happily without success — that Government has left 
no stone unturned to incite the Slovaks and Ruthenians 
against the Huugarians, with whom they had lived in peace
ful friendship for over a thousand years.

The Hungarians and the other non-Czech nationalities 
have repeatedly submitted a joint proposal to the effect 
that a parliamentary commission should be delegated to 
study the minority question; but that proposal has not yet 
been even put up for discussion. The readiness of the 
Magyars to discuss the matter has been met with shrugs of 
the shoulder; and the promises made on the occasion of the 
last election of the President of the Republic have never been 
fulfilled, the situation since that time having indeed 
continually deteriorated. Today the whole world knows 
where justice lies. It is up to Prague now — before it is too 
late — to take the consequences of this fact.
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