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After thirty years of war, in which fortune smiled 
sometimes on the one, sometimes on the other, the 
struggle for the throne of England, the Wars of the 

Roses came to an end. During the battle of Bosworth (1485), 
in which the issue was decided, the gold crown which had 
fallen from the head of the tyrant, Richard III, was placed 
on that of Henry Tudor, who, as Henry VII, was thenceforth 
master of England’s destiny. The new monarch was 
recognized by the countries of Europe. A  few years after 
the battle of Bosworth ambassadors and diplomats from all 
parts of the Continent were in England, and, as one of 
Matthias's biographers tells us, the King of Hungary was 
among those who sent envoys to Henry’s Court (1489).

Henry VII was a scion of the House of Lancaster, but 
he made peace with York when he married Elizabeth of that 
House. From that time on the red and the white roses 
bloomed amicably side by side, and in some old English 
gardens rose-trees may still be found with red roses on one 
branch and white ones on the other, thus symbolizing this 
old historical reconciliation.

The bitter hostilities of thirty years had come to an end, 
it is true, but Henry VII never felt completely secure on 
the throne. He had won it by force, as had his predecessors 
of the House of York, Edward IV, and Richard III, and what 
may be won by violence may just as easily be lost if the 
balance of power inclines in the opposite direction. At any 
suitable moment the House of York might again lay claim to 
the throne, if sufficiently powerful to enforce that claim. 
No regular order of succession had yet been established, and
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in Henry’s own case it was might rather than right that had 
secured the crown. And in the event of disputed right, might 
was a sufficiently unstable fondation upon which to build. 
The time had not yet arrived when the theory of ‘ ‘King by 
the Grace of God" provided an unshakeable title for crowned 
heads. During the whole of his reign the first Tudor King 
was obliged to guard his throne jealously. The very first 
years of his rule were disturbed by two insurrections, one 
headed by Lambert Simnel, the other by Perkin Warbeck.

Lambert Simnel was the son of an Oxford carpenter. 
His pleasing exterior and the assurance of his manner in
duced Henry's enemies to proclaim him as Edward 
Plantagenet, who, it was alleged, had made his escape from 
the Tower. They rallied round him in large numbers, and 
when the Party felt strong enough, an army was recruited 
to support his claim. This force was routed by Henry, who 
took Lambert Simnel and all the nobles supporting him 
prisoner. Everybody shuddered to think of the bloody 
vengeance Henry would wreak. But in this they were 
mistaken. The King invited his Court to a banquet — his 
enemies too, who were forced to attend on pain of a heavy 
fine — and Simnel, the pretender, was made to fetch the 
wine that was drunk from the Royal cellar. The King 
showed his contempt for Simnel by making him a scullion 
in the palace kitchen, and the nobles saw with shame for 
whose sake they had rebelled against their crowned monarch.

The second insurrection led by the impostor Perkin 
Warbeck did not end on so humorous a note. Warbeck 
pretended to be Edward, Duke of York, and he was joined 
by many malcontents. For a time he even received military 
support from the King of Scotland, but in a short time he 
fell into the King of England's hands. He was imprisoned in 
the Tower and later, when news of a fresh conspiracy 
reaches Henry, he was hanged. Both these daring impostors 
managed to attract a powerful following — a sign that 
many of Henry's subjects were eager to see a King of the 
House of York on the throne. Thus it was patent that a 
legitimate scion of that House had fair prospects of obtain
ing the crown of England — and such a one was at hand.

The second Earl of Suffolk, John de la Pole, had
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married the sister of Edward IV. Although he himself loyally 
kept his oath of allegiance to Henry, his three sons in turn 
caused the King considerable uneasiness to the day of his 
death. The eldest was a supporter of Lambert Simnel; 
perhaps only because he hoped that Simnel would bring 
about a vacancy on the throne. However, he himself had no 
time to play the pretender, for he was killed in battle in 
1487. His two younger brothers, Edmund and Richard, were 
a source of much greater anxiety to Henry. Both laid claim 
to the throne and both had a strong following at home and 
could count on the support of abettors abroad. Edmund, the 
elder, thought to enforce what he considered his rightful 
claim with the aid of the Emperor Maxilimian. In 1501 he 
made his way to Tyrol to visit the Emperor, who at first 
showed great readiness to support him; later on, however, 
when Maximilian became reconcilied with Henry, he left the 
pretender in the lurch. For in the treaty concluded between 
Maximillian and Henry, the former undertook not to 
support the cause of the exiled de la Pole. This provision 
of the treaty explains the sum of L 10.000, which the wealthy 
King of England paid to Maximilian.

Meanwhile Edmund had gone to Aachen, where he was 
followed by his brother Richard. Financial troubles weighed 
heavily on the two brothers, despite the considerable sum 
allowed them by Maximilian for the payment of their 
debts. After various adventures Edmund, in 1506, fell into 
Henry's hands and was sent to the Tower. He was not 
executed, for Henry had given pledges for his safety to the 
King of France. True, the latter had repeatedly lent his 
aid to Henry's enemies, thus also to the de la Poles, but 
nevertheless Louis was so powerful that the King of England 
could not afford not to respect his wishes. So long as 
Henry lived, Edmund was safe; but when his strongwilled 
son, Henry VIII, succeded him and Edmund's younger 
brother attempted with the aid of France to raise a rebellion 
against the Tudors, nemesis overtook Edmund and he was 
beheaded (1513).

There was still one scion of the House of York, the one 
remaining hope of the Yorkists — Richard de la Pole. It is 
his fate that is of the greatest interest to us, although less.
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is known of his life than of his brother’s. In 1500 he had 
fled with Edmund to the Continent. In 1504 he joined his 
brother in Aachen, where they lived in poverty, harrassed 
constantly by Edmund's creditors, who even threatened to 
hand them over to Henry. Richard, however, managed to 
secure the protection of Erard de la Marck, Bishop of Liittich 
who delivered him from his straightened and dangerous 
circumstances. Richard left Aachen and came to Hungary, 
where for a time he lived in Buda at the Court of Wladislas 
II. The King of England must have been worried by the 
thought of the pretender in Buda, for he sent an envoy to 
Wladislas, asking him to surrender Richard. This Wladislas 
refused to do; in fact he gave his English guest financial 
aid.1 According to a note in the diary of Marino Sanuto, the 
“White Rose", the enemy of the King of England, arrived 
in Buda for the first time on 6th October 1506, and we 
know of a letter from Buda dated 14th April 1507 and 
addressed to the Bishop of Liittich by Richard himself.2 These 
two dates enable us to ascertain that his stay in Buda was 
not merely a short visit; probably his time was occupied in 
elaborating far-reaching schemes. Comparatively little is 
known of his sojourn in Hungary. From the letters of Thomas 
Killingworth, the loyal servant of the de la Pole family, we 
learn that he (Killingworth) had settled Edmund’s financial 
matters in Tyrol and that it was he who attended to Richard's 
affairs in Buda. It would appear that Richard left Buda in 
1507, first for Austria and later for France. In 1512, when 
England was again at war with France, King Louis XII 
recognized Richard as King of England and supported his 
cause with men and money. In the Navarre campaign Richard 
fought by the side of his friend Bayard of legendary fame, 
who was known to his contemporaries as a knight “ sans pern 
et sans reproche” . When Edmund was beheaded in 1513, 
Richard took the title of Earl of Suffolk and from that time 
on openly laid claim to the throne of England.

He was supported by the King of France; in fact in

1 Diet. of. M, B.
2 Letters illustr. the Reigns of Richard III and Henry VII Script. 

Bei. Brit. 1861 II 309.
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Lyons he was solemnly recognized by Francis as King of 
England. Francis had great plans with him, which, however, 
were frustrated one after the other. In 1519, for instance, he 
sent Richard to Prague to plead for his interests with the 
young King Louis II, but in vain, and in vain did he make 
preparations for an invasion of England in 1522— 23, at which 
time that country was again at war with France. Richard 
never set foot in England again. On 24th February 1525 he 
fell in the battle of Pavia, fighting on the side of the French 
King. There is a picture of him still preserved in Oxford 
bearing the inscription “ Le Due de Susfoc dit Blanche R ose” . 
He was the last bud on the White Rose tree to lay claim to 
the throne of England, and fate decreed that the footsteps 
of this last White Rose were to be directed towards Hungary 
for a time.

One question remains: W hy did Richard visit this
country? W e  believe that the reason must have been his ties 
of kinship with the Royal Family of Hungary. For W ladislas 
II's consort Anna was related to the King of France and 
also to the de la Poles. W hen first the plan of his marriage 
with Anna was broached, W ladislas thought she was an 
English princess and this belief was also held later on by 
those who were misled by the Oueen of Hungary's 
relationship with the de la Poles, or who failed to find any 
other reason why Salisbury, the English ambassador, should 
have been present at Anna's coronation at Szekesfehervar.

Anna was French, but she was also related to the de la 
Poles, and thus indirectly to the House of York; and this 
explains why the pretender Richard, the last of the W hite  
Roses, sojourned at the Court of W ladislas II of Hungary 
while waiting for his affairs to take a favourable turn.

— y —

“The situation of the Hungarians in this country is much worse 
than that of the Germans; indeed, they enjoy much fewer rights 
than any other people in the country." —  (From a parliamentary 
address by Count Janos Eszterhazy on April 5. —  “Pragai 
Magyar Hirlap”, April 7).
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