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No non-Czech nationality of the Czecho-Slovak Republic 
has suffered so much from the twenty years of Czech 
rule as the Magyars. This has been due, partly to the 

fact that the foreign policy of Prague —  down to the accession 
to power in Germany in 1933 of National Socialism and 
indeed even after that event — was directed primarily 
against Hungary; it is however partly the consequence also 
of the circumstance that, while afraid of the Germans and 
while showing a certain indulgence towards the Slovaks, 
Ruthenians and Poles as being Slav by race, the Czechs have 
at all times shown unbounded hatred for the Magyars and 
treated them — as members of a foreign race — with all 
the arrogant haughtiness of “victors” . Ever since the days 
of their standard historian, Frantisek Palacky, the Czechs 
have been unable to forgive the Magyars for having — at 
the time when, in the ninth century, they settled in the 
territories which they now occupy — wedged themselves in 
between the Northern and Southern Slavs and having thereby 
prevented the establishment in the Danube Valley of a great 
Slav Empire. Nor can the Czechs forget that it was the aid 
given by Ladislas IV., King of Hungary, that in 1278, enabled 
Rudolph of Habsburg to defeat Ottocar II., King of Bohemia, 
at the battle of Dixrnkrut. And after 1867 the Czechs 
discovered another reason for hating the Magyars: they 
could not forgive that people — which was undoubtedly 
stronger and greater than the Czech nation — for maintaining 
its original political status within the framework of Austro- 
Hungarian dualism while the Czechs failed to recover the 
independent status which they had lost in 1621.
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Before giving a short outline of the methods followed by 
the Czechs to wreak their hatred on the Hungarian minority 
which had been severed from the mother country and had 
been driven to accept Czech rule, we must stress one or 
two points of general interest. The Magyars living in present- 
day Slovakia and Ruthenia occupy a zone of an everage 
breadth of 40—50 kilometres running along the southern 
boundary of these provinces and from one end to the other 
immediately adjoining the Magyar language area of Dis
membered Hungary. The Magyars of Czecho-Slovakia there
fore constitute what the Germans call a “ Grenzminderheit” 
(Frontier Minority). The territory in question has been in
habited by Magyars without a break for more than a 
thousand years. As against the assertion which the Czechs 
did not shrink from making at the Peace Conference to the 
effect that this territory had become Magyar as a result of 
the magyarisation of Slavs, it is a historical fact that until 
the eighteenth century the Magyar language area extended 
much farther north than it does today; so that what has 
happened here is, not that the Magyar ethnic element has 
penetrated north, but on the contrary that the Slav (Slovak 
and Ruthenian) ethnic elements have penetrated southwards. 
This was the natural consequence of the circumstance that 
along the present boundary line separating the Slav and 
Magyar language areas, during the sixteenth and seventeenth 
centuries, there stood Hungarian and Turkish frontier fort
resses, while battles were fought incessantly during a century 
and a half in which large numbers of Magyar warriors shed 
their blood in defence of Vienna and Western Europe against 
the inroads of Islam. Outside this compact Magyar language 
area the Magyar ethnic element is still to be found in large 
numbers also in the towns of Slovakia and Ruthenia, which 
are even today for the most part typically Magyar in point 
of culture, their inhabitants following the habits and 
fashions of Hungarian social life.

Czech nationalism, which claimed the districts in
habited by the Sudeta Germans and by the Poles of Silesia 
on the ground of the historical right of the medieval Czech 
Crown, its claim to the Slovak territories being based upon 
an imaginary Czecho-Slovak nationality and its claim to the
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Ruthenian districts on the decision in favour of annexation 
taken by a fraction of the Ruthenians of America, — the 
grounds adduced in favour of the claims of the new 
Republic being therefore diametrically opposed to one 
another — , was unable to adduce either of these grounds in 
respect of the territory settled by Magyars. As a con
sequence, the territory in question was allotted to Czecho
slovakia on strategic and economic grounds and to facilitate 
communications. According to the figures of the Hungarian 
Census of 1910, the number of Magyars living in this 
territory who were converted by the peace treaty into 
citizens of Czecho-Slovakia was 1,070,772. It should be noted 
that the Czecho-Slovak Census of 1921 fixes the number of 
Magyars in this territory at 738,517, that of 1930 showing the 
presence of only 681,460 Magyars, figures a simple com
parison of which bears eloquent testimony to the utter 
unreliability of official Czecho-Slovak statistical data.

Years of Occupation and Terror.
The occupation by Czech troops — late in 1918 and 

early in 1919 — of the Magyar settlement area dumfounded 
the million odd Hungarians, to whom it all seemed like a 
bolt from the blue. For only a month or two before they 
could not have imagined even the remote possibility of this 
purely Magyar territory situated on the fringe of the 
Greater and Lesser Hungarian Lowlands being subjected to 
the rule of distant Prague. As was only natural, their very 
soul rebelled indignantly against the flagrant injustice. The 
Czech soldiers and authorities who were entering the 
territory, however, proved quite incapable of understanding 
the agony of pain of men who only the day before had been 
members of a State-building nation. At Pozsony (Bratislava), 
Kassa (Kosice), Komarom (Komarno), Aranyosmarot (Zlate 
Moravce), Zolyom (Zvolen), Buzita, Pereny, Udvard, Ko- 
bolkut, tJjbanya, Divek, Ruttka (Vrutky), Fiilek (Filakovo), 
Ersekujvar (Nove Zamky), etc., etc. Czech bullets killed 
many Hungarians when the soldiery suppressed the 
demonstrations against the new regime made by unarmed 
crowds. Hundreds of Magyars were dragged off to the 
prisons at Illava, Briinn, Olmiitz, Josef stadt and Theresien-
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stadt. Large numbers of Magyars were seized as hostages 
when, in May and June, 1919, Hungarian soldiers fighting 
for ancient Hungarian territories under the direction of Bela 
Kun and his Red fellow-leaders penetrated far into the 
territory of what had been Upper Hungary, retiring only 
when ordered to do so by the Entente.

This was a very depressing overture to the life to be 
led by the Hungarian minority subjected to Czech rule. The 
court-martials and the state of siege made every form of 
movement impossible; and the Censorship prevented the 
Hungarian press being able even to voice the complaints of 
that minority. The Ministry at Pozsony which possessed 
plenipotentiary powers of government organised a so-called 
“propaganda office” (later called “press bureau") composed 
of political refugees from Hungary and of various elements 
of dubious character for the purpose of watching any 
movements undertaken by the Hungarians. The agents of 
this office wormed their way by all kinds of ruses into the 
Hungarian families, forging false charges and thereby getting 
the heads of the families put into prison. The first questions 
asked in the Czecho-Slovak Parliament by the Hungarian 
Deputies simply teemed with concrete data referring to 
cases of the kind and with stories of the brutal tortures 
inflicted on their victims by the agents provocateurs. It was 
at this juncture that most of the Hungarian officials — 
on pretexts of the most varied character — were dismissed, 
irrespective of whether they had taken the oath of allegiance 
which they had been ordered to take or not. It was during 
this period that the Czech legionaries and "Sokolists" 
demolished most of the statues commemorating the historical 
past of the Hungarians and the great men of Hungary (the 
victims of this vandalism included also the beautiful 
equestrian statue of Maria Theresa at Pozsony and the 
statue of Alexander Petofi, the great Hungarian lyric poet 
who sang the glory of world liberty, which stood in that 
ancient coronation city of the Magyars).

The Magyars, gravely harassed and persecuted, found 
no rest or relief even behind the bulwark of their religious 
faith. The Roman Catholic bishops of Magyar nationality — 
with the exception of Dr. Fischer-Colbrie, Bishop of Kassa,
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who died in 1925 leaving no Magyar successor —  were re
moved by force; indeed, Count William Batthyany, Bishop 
of Nyitra, and — later on — Dr. Anthony Papp, Uniate 
Bishop of Munkacs, who is at present Archbishop Designate, 
were actually “deported". After the suspension of the auto
nomy of the Evangelical Church the Magyar Evangelical com
munities were left entirely at the mercy of the Church Board 
appointed by Government. Nor has the constitution of the 
Reformed Church, the Members of which are almost ex
clusively Magyars, been approved or ratified by the Pre
sident of the Republic.

Constitution Framed by Parliament from which Magyars
were Excluded: First Parliamentary Elections of 1920.
It was in this atmosphere that the Magyars had to 

record their votes at the first Czecho-Slovak Parliamentary 
elections held in April, 1920. Until then the legislative power 
had been in the hands of the so-called Revolutionary National 
Assembly, in which the Magyars, Germans, Poles and 
Ruthenians were not represented at all, while the Slovaks 
themselves were only represented by Members appointed by 
Prague. And even at the elections of 1920 only one section 
of the Magyars were enabled to vote, Ruthenia being then 
still in a state of ex-lex: it was only early in 1924 that the 
General Parliamentary Elections were held. Just before the 
elections of 1920, 50—60 leading Magyar personalities were 
arrested, the latter including also Dr. Oscar Petrogalli, the 
leader of the Hungarian minority who died in 1925. Not till 
months had elapsed were these personalities released; and 
the authorities did not trouble even to apologise for their 
illegal detention and the ordeals through which they had 
been made to pass.

As it was not represented in the Revolutionary National 
Assembly, the Magyar minority and the other minorities too 
were not given an opportunity to take part in the framing 
and passing of the Constitution, the supreme act of the 
legislature. The Constitution itself and the series of laws 
supplementing the same were the work of the Revolutionary 
National Assembly and were framed entirely after the 
image of the Czech nation. It was based on the groundless
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fiction that the Czechs and the Slovaks were one people, — 
the “ Czecho-Slovak" people, which constituted a majority 
(two-thirds) of the population, the result being that Czecho
slovakia was a “national” , not a "nationality" State and the 
other peoples (the "minorities” ) incorporated in that State 
had no claim to any corporative rights, the nationalities 
having no rights collectively as units, such rights in the best 
case being exercised by individual citizens belonging to those 
minorities. That was the fundamental mistake made by the 
founders of the Czecho-Slovak State, — a blunder which has 
proved the source of all subsequent troubles. The Constitution 
of Czecho-Slovakia — promulgated on February 29th, 1920, 
as Act No. 121 ex 1920 — did not grant any collective 
rights to the non-Czech peoples of the State (except to the 
Ruthenians, whose autonomy guaranteed under § 3 of the 
Constitution has however not yet been enforced); indeed, 
openly infringing the provisions contained in Article 1. of 
the Saint Germain-en-Laye Minority Treaty, it incorporated 
that Treaty only after amending its text in essential points, 
omitting the important paragraph of Article 8, which ensured 
the minorities, not only legal, but actual, equality.

The administrative distribution of the Republic was 
effected by Law 126 of 1920 in a manner providing that the 
Magyars should not constitute a majority in any of the big 
counties (zupa) of Slovakia: moreover, the influence of the 
"Czecho-Slovak” element in the Slovak big counties (not in 
the historical provinces) was further enhanced by the pro
vision that one-quarter of the Members of the representative 
assemblies of the big counties should be delegated, not by 
election, but by appointment, it being also provided that the 
discussion of all political questions within the frame of the 
local government of the big counties should in principle be 
banned. Under Law 167 of 1920 the officers and committees 
of the Slovak Chambers of Advocates were to be appointed 
by Government; the manifest object of this provision being 
to prevent the Magyar advocates forming a majority from 
being in a position to themselves adjust their affairs within 
the frame of an autonomous representative body.

The Preamble to the Czecho-Slovak Constitution speaks 
of the sovereignty of the people; but the manner in which it
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was brought into being and the substance of its contents 
are diametrically opposed to that sublime principle and to 
democracy. For how can we describe as democratic and 
as based upon the sovereignty of the people a Constitution 
framed at a time when the majority of the population were 
deliberately excluded from participation in its discussion, — 
a Constitution, moreover, which displays an attitude of an
tagonism to the idea of self-government? Czecho-Slovak 
democracy, in which (unfortunately) some people in Western 
Europe still continue to believe, is in force at most among 
the Czechs themselves, only in their relatively small settle
ment area; but outside that area it is absolutely non-existent. 
In the Czecho-Slovak Republic the power is really in the 
hands of what is practically a minority; for even according 
to the official data themselves the Czechs represent only 
50.56% of the population, while in reality they are not so 
numerous and they have only been able to maintain their 
supremacy with the aid of bayonets and of the rubber batons 
of the gendarmes and police. This is proved by what has 
been said above, but will be made even more evident from 
what we are now going to say.

Magyars Enter Czecho-Slovak Parliament
Declaring Reservation of Rights.

The Deputies representing the Magyars who were — 
against their will and without their wishes being consulted 
—  severed from their native land and incorporated in 
Czecho-Slovakia and were excluded from the Czecho-Slovak 
National Assembly which framed the Constitution, when 
beginning their activity as Members of the Czecho-Slovak 
Parliament announced the reservation of their rights and 
declared that ‘ ‘they would never under any circumstances 
whatsoever renounce their right of self-determination and 
would on the contrary insist on demanding that right" (from 
the solemn declaration made by the Magyar Deputy, Dr. 
Louis Ekes, at the meeting of the Czecho-Slovak House of 
Deputies held on June 2nd, 1920). Nor indeed were the 
Magyars represented in Parliament in proportion to their 
ratio of the population. For Laws 123 and 124 of 1920 
distributed the constituencies in a manner providing that in
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the constituencies with a Magyar majority a larger number 
of inhabitants and voters should be required for the institu
tion of a seat than in the other constituencies. The Magyar 
Deputies and Senators sitting in the first Prague Parliament 
were unable to exercise their functions adequately because 
the Czech majority systematically rejected all motions sub
mitted by them, however objective and opportune, while 
questions asked by them were not answered for months or 
years — or not at all.

Nor has there been any change in this system since.
Organisation of Anti-Magyar System (1920—25).

During the first session of the first elected Parliament 
(1930—25) the legal and actual position of the Magyars 
deteriorated more and more. On the occasion of the attempt 
to regain his throne made by Charles IV. in 1921 a large 
number of leading personalities of the Magyar society of 
Czecho-Slovakia were again interned, — “ for preventive 
reasons", to use the expression employed on this occasion 
by Dr. Benes, then Prime Minister — and were not re
leased until some months later. Many of the leaders of the 
Magyar Parties (e. g. Andrew Korlath, who subsequently sat 
as Deputy, the late Rudolph Bohm, who subsequently sat on 
the Senate, Julius Fleischmann, who later on was elected 
to the Provincial Diet, the late Kalman Nagy, one of the 
leader of the Magyars of Ruthenia, etc.) were also before 
long made familiar with the horrors of Czech prisons. Law 
50 ex 1923 (that known as the Defence of the Republic Act) 
was cited as the authority on which these men were arrested 
and condemned. To wear the Hungarian colours, to sing the 
Hungarian National Anthem, — to listen in to the playing 
of that Anthem in the presence of more than one person, 
— to appear at Budapest balls or take “Levente" cigarettes 
across the frontier, — to sing old, innocent military songs 
not in the least, offensive to the Czechs, — to reside in 
Budapest student hostels, etc., etc., — all these harmless 
"acts” were regarded by the Czecho-Slovak Courts of Law 
as in themselves offences serious enough to warrant the con
demnation of the “culprits".

During the first fifteen years of the existence of the
20
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Czecho-Slovak Republic the anti-minority pressure of the 
Government was brought to bear primarily on the Magyars, 
who were treated as beasts of the chase. The turn of the 
Sudeta Germans did not come until 1933.

In the latter year a whole series of Magyar journals 
were placed under embargo. After the suspension — early 
in 1922 — of the system of previous examination by the 
Censor, the Magyar papers were even more effectually para
lysed by the practice of ruthless confiscation; the everyday 
confiscations inflicted enormous losses on the Hungarian 
journals: and the provisions of the Defence of the Republic 
Act which opened the way towards a universal embargo 
practically condemned the Hungarian press to silence. Why, 
on one occasion the "Pragai Magyar Hirlap", the leading 
Hungarian journal, was actually confiscated for publishing a 
statement (quite theoretical in character) made by Charles 
Dupuis, the eminent French jurist, relating to the improve
ment of the situation of he minorities; and even today it is 
quite a common occurrence for the Hungarian papers to be 
confiscated for publishing reports which are allowed without 
let or hindrance to appear in Prague Czech or German 
Papers.

In order to avoid the danger of confiscation which has 
Fecome the order of the day, the less important papers 
prefer to submit the first copies of the new issues to the 
Censor before despatching them; and that in practice means 
a resuscitation of "previous licence". The bigger papers 
cannot however avail themselves of this method, because 
they would thereby run the risk of appearing very belatedly: 
and as a consequence the frequent confiscations in their 
case involve serious material losses.

On the occasion of the “revision” of association in 1922 
a whole series of Hungarian (Magyar) social, cultural, 
economic and sport associations were suspended. The zupan 
— high sheriff — of Zemplen County, M. Slavik, himself 
dissolved more than 50 Hungarian associations by a stroke 
of the pen. In the first ten years following the establishment 
of the Republic insuperable difficulties were thrown in the 
way of the foundation of new Hungarian associations; 
whereas no such obstacles were thrown in the way of the
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German and Polish associations. In the so-called “historical^ 
provinces, namely, the authorities could not over-ride the 
laws so easily, seeing that those provinces are inhabited by 
Czechs too; but in Slovakia and Ruthenia the ruling factor 
is not law, but the arbitrary will of the Czech officials who 
have migrated to those provinces in such masses since 1918. 
The Czech gendarmes regard as their principal duty, not 
the detection of crime, but the supervision of the elements 
classed as politically "unreliable” — the Slovaks and 
Ruthenians and more particularly the Magyars; and they 
are incomparably more powerful than the Slovak or 
Ruthenian district prefects, whom it is indeed their duty to 
“watch” . In these provinces Czecho-Slovak is not a con
stitutional State, but a police-State, employing the same 
methods as in olden times made the rule of Metternich and 
Bach so detested.

There being absolutely no possibility of social organisa
tion, during the years in question the Magyars of Slovakia 
and Ruthenia had only a single bulwark of defence, — the 
two Hungarian Parties, the National Christian Socialist Party 
and the Hungarian National Party, which in 193b 
amalgamated to form the United Hungarian (Magyar) Party. 
But the organisation even of parties has been rendered ex
tremely difficult by the rule of the gendarmes. As we have 
seen, the leaders of the Hungarians were thrown into prison. 
Their papers (journals) have been placed under an embargo 
or ruthelessly censored. Obstacles have been continually 
thrown in the way of their meetings. The letters of their 
parliamentary representatives and of their secretaries have 
been opened and their telephone conversations checked; 
they have been repeatedly subjected to domicile visits; their 
every movement has been shadowed and watched; and when 
crossing the frontier they have been searched. And in 
general a similar treatment is being meted out even to those 
persons playing roles in Magyar society who have no connec
tion whatsoever with politics. So, this system has very aptly 
been compared to the "cabinet noir” and “ lettres et cachet" 
system in force in the France of Louis XIV. and Louis XV.

Another characteristic feature of the nationality policy 
of the Czechs differentiating it from the systems of
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nationality oppression previously in force (including that of 
the Czarist rule of Russia), is that — apart from subjecting 
the educational claims of the non-Czech nationalities to a 
process of those nationalities —  it aims at ruining even the 
individual existence of the minority citizens. By means of 
measures working slowly but with pitiless consistency they 
have in the course of twenty years actually succeeded in 
bringing about the practically complete material ruin of a 
very large proportion of the leading social elements of the 
Hungarian (Magyar) minority — landowners and manu
facturers, merchants and craftsmen, and more particularly 
the public employees.

Already in 1920 the Czechs seized the estates of the 
Hungarian landed proprietors and expropriated them 
without offering any adequate compensation; and it was only 
in exceptional cases that the land was distributed among 
the local Hungarian peasantry — even within the Hungarian 
(Magyar) settlement area, it being in general allotted to 
"Czecho-Slovak” owners of "remnant” estates (a new form 
of medium-sized estates), to “Czecho-Slovak” settlers or to 
local “Czecho-Slovak” claimants, though in some cases it 
was requisitioned for the use of the State. We see, therefore, 
that the social object of the land reform measure was com
pletely overshadowed by the “ Czech-Slovak” national aims. 
In 1921 Dr. Thomas G. Masaryk himself invented the slogan 
“ de-industrialisation of Slovakia” ; a slogan which led to a 
considerable proportion of the factories in Slovakia and 
Ruthenia being almost at once compelled to suspend opera
tions: and the losses involved affected primarily the
Hungarians who represented a percentage of the manu
facturers far in excess of their quota of the population. And, 
seeing that the proportion of Magyars (Hungarians) figuring 
among the craftsmen and merchants of Slovakia and Ruthenia 
is relatively larger than the proportions of Slovaks and 
Ruthenians, it was again the Magyars that were most sensibly 
affected by the inequalities and differentiations existing as 
between the "historical” provinces and the territories wrested 
from Hungary respectively (naturally to the disadvantage of 
the latter) in respect of kinds of taxation, procedure in 
respect of taxation, railway tariffs, State investments and
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public contracts, representation in the big State economic 
organisations, etc,, etc., — inequalities and differentiations 
to a very large extent still in force even today. The dismissal 
of the majority of the State and other public employees, 
combined with the determination of the pensions of the Ma
gyar pensioners in a manner placing them at a disadvantage 
as compared with the Czecho-Slovak pensioners, at the very 
outset veritably reduced to beggary this very valuable section 
of the Hungarian population.

It was against the Magyars that the Czecho-Slovak 
system first employed those methods of impoverishment 
which were resorted to later on against the Slovaks and the 
Ruthenians and subsequently also against the Sudete 
Germans; and these methods necessarily enhanced the 
discontent of all the non-Czech nationalities of the Czecho
slovak State which had already risen to fever height for 
political and cultural reasons.

(T o be Continued)

In one of his Easter speeches, Dr. Benes, President of the Czecho
slovak Republic, quoted with emphasis the motto emblazoned on 
the Czecho-Slovak standard, "Justice W ill Prevail!”. This is one 
of the few Czech slogans that the national minorities of that 
State are willing to accept. They, too, declare that justice must 
prevail, for, as the whole world knows today, justice is on their 
side. —  y  —
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