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PRECARIOUS SITUATION OF CZECHO-SLOVAK
STATE

BY

Dr. GEORGE LUKACS
FORMER MINISTER

The treaties of peace concluded after the Great W ar  
abnormally augmented certain States and brought others 
again into being; but there were other States too which 

were created haphazard without there being any particular 
reason for their creation. In the latter category we must in
clude the Czeeho-Slovak State too. Under the influence of 
the unfounded Czech propaganda the treaty-makers made a 
ring round a certain part of Central Europe and decided 
that the territory in question should in the future be known 
as Czecho-Slovakia. A nd the Magyars, Germans, Slovaks, 
Ruthenians, Poles and Czechs living within the new frontiers 
were to be called “ Czecho-Slovaks” . The fact that the lords 
of the Peace Conference were uniting territories which, both 
geographically and economically, are in reality mutually 
exclusive, and that they were amalgamating peoples which 
had nothing whatsoevef in common, was simply ignored, as 
was the fact that the famous principles enunciated by Pre
sident W ilson —  the principles of self-determination and 
nationality —  had been left entirely out of account.

The unfounded propaganda —  based on a falsification 
of the facts —  connected with the names of Dr. Masaryk and 
Dr. Benes certainly for the time being bore fruit in the 
establishment of the Czeeho-Slovak State. The W estern  
Powers having given the Czechs a free hand in respect of 
the realisation of their ambitions, the Czechs took all the 
plunder they could scrape together, quite forgetting the 
familiar truth that it is not enough to create a State when
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circumstances are favourable, but what we create we must 
also be able to keep.

A  glance at the map will suffice to convince us of the 
precarious character of the situation of the Czecho-Slovak 
Republic geographically and therefore strategically too. It 
stretches like a narrow corridor running from west to east 
of so enormous a length that —  while London is only 840 
kilometres distant from its most westerly point —  the two 
extreme points of the Republic are actually 940 kilometres 
distant from one another. Nothing shows better the narrow
ness of the corridor than the fact that the two frontier towns 
of Central Slovakia —  Kassa (Kosice) and Bartfa (Bardiov) 
are only separated by a distance of barely 95 kilometres 
(north to south). Seeing that the Czech plateau belongs to the 
water-system of the Elbe, while Slovakia belongs to that of 
the Danube, the unfavourable situation resulting from the 
narrowness of the corridor is aggravated further by the fact 
that the rivers and valleys —  i. e. the highways of commu
nication —  run from north to south. There are only one or 
two railway lines and roads running lengthwise (from west 
to east) through the territory of the Republic, and those too 
are so near the frontier that in the event of an armed conflict 
there would be no difficulty whatsoever in paralysing from 
the very outset all communications and preventing the trans
port of reinforcements or supplies. Anyone who has the 
slightest inkling of strategy can have no doubt as to the 
hopeless and disastrous situation facing the Czecho-Slovak 
army in the event of a war. The Czechs themselves are fully 
aware of this fact. W hen Ernest Pezet, one of the authorities 
on Central Europe sitting in the French Chamber, was in 
Czecho-Slovakia in 1933 for purposes of investigation, the 
responsible Czech politicians already found themselves im
pelled to admit their inability to defend the 4000 kilometres 
of frontier surrounding their country. A  full report on the 
matter was submitted to the French Chamber by Pezet at 
the meeting held on November 1st of the same year.

A ll these dangers have been further aggravated by the 
arrogant foreign policy pursued by the Czechs, which has 
resulted in the Czech State being on the worst possible terms 
with all its neighbours, with the sole exception of Rumania,
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which only adjoins that State over quite a short distance. 
The Poles have not forgotten that in 1920 Prague took the 
side of Moscow and left no stone unturned to further the 
victory of the Russian Bolsheviks. A nd Prague in addition 
actually attacked Poland from behind with the object of 
robbing her of the Teschen district which is so rich in 
natural resources. The Czechs have continually provoked the 
German Empire —  both during the regime of the Weimar 
system and during the days of the Third Empire —  by their 
oppression of the three and a half million Germans living as 
a minority in Czecho-Slovakia. Nor did Prague leave even 
Austria in peace, having more than once (indirectly) broached 
a scheme of partition. Moreover, the Austrian police re
peatedly disclosed communistic machinations originating 
from Prague which threatened the security of Austria. A s  
for Hungary, it would be a waste of time to give a detailed 
description of all the hostility, hatred and injustice displayed 
by the Czechs at all times in their treatment of Hungarians
—  whether of Hungarians living beyond the frontier or of 
such as are resident in Czecho-Slovakia.

A s a consequence of this policy, of the total length of 
the Republic's frontiers (4125 kilometres) only 201 kilo
metres connect Czecho-Slovakia with a friendly State —  
with Rumania. A nd that is at the extreme east, the frontier 
running through territory not possessing the slightest import
ance. The rest of the frontiers —  3924 kilometres in length
—  all adjoin States from which the Czechs have taken 
something, —  States which during the last twenty years have 
suffered continually from a policy of hostility on the part 
of the Czechs.

The precariousness and isolation of the situation of the 
Czech State is further enhanced by the fact that it is sur
rounded exclusively by States which are violently antagonistic 
to Bolshevism. Ever since Prague —  as a consequence of the 
military treaty concluded on M ay 16th, 1935, between
Czecho-Slovakia and Russia —  became the ally of Moscow, 
the bolshevisation of the country has assumed such striking 
dimensions that the Slovak People's Party too has felt 
impelled to warn public opinion of the danger, Prague has 
not however taken any notice of the warning; and the
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Komintern has been allowed to settle in the country and 
use it as headquarters for the organisation of its subversive 
endeavours in the neighbouring countries and in the other 
States of Europe. The police authorities of the latter have 
repeatedly disclosed communistic conspiracies originating 
from the Prague headquarters of the Moscow Komintern.

Under such circumstances it is only natural that the 
neighbouring States should be suspicious of a Czecho
slovakia which is so friendly disposed towards Soviet 
Russia. The excessively firm hold on Czecho-Slovakia 
secured by the Soviet is a danger, not only to their racial 
brethren living in that country, but even to their own 
security. Is it surprising under such circumstances that it 
should have been suggested that the frontiers adjoining rus- 
sophile Czecho-Slovakia should be closed, that being the only 
effectual means of defence against the inroad of the Red  
peril? The suggestion is certainly an interesting one; and we 
believe it would be very salutary if one fine day Poland, 
Germany and Hungary were to institute a system of qua
rantine as a means of protection against the ally of Bol
shevism. In practice that would mean that of the whole 
length of the Czech frontiers only 202 kilometres would re
main open, with a single railway line running eastwards. 
A nd in any case a closed frontier would not be anything new 
to the Czechs. After the change of regime the frontier ad
joining Hungary was closed too; and indeed on one occasion 
the Czechs even closed their frontiers when the Hungarian 
authorities had caught a Czech spy red-handed.
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