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England's organized efforts at colonization in America 
were begun by Sir Humphrey Gilbert who, on his ill- 
fated expedition to Newfoundland in 1583, took with 

him an Hungarian humanist, Stephanus Parmenius Budaeus, 
to record in graceful Latin the history of the enterprise. Both 
met their death on the return voyage in a violent storm. The 
memory of Parmenius has been fittingly perpetuated by 
Richard Hakluyt in his celebrated work: The Principal Navi
gations, Voyages, Traffiques & Discoveries of the English 
Nation.

During colonial times quite a number of Hungarian mis
sionaries went to America, where they laboured to convert 
and civilize the Indians. The most eminent among them was 
Ferdinand Konsag, a Jesuit, who went to America from Buda 
and became first the head of the St. Ignatius mission in 
California and later the visiting superintendent of all the 
Catholic missions. As pioneer and explorer he made several 
journeys through the then for the greater part uninhabited 
and unknown California, and in 1746 he drew a map of that 
country, where in 1759 he died.

Hungarians also took part in the American War of In
dependence. In the Continental Army organized by George 
Washington, Michael de Kowats, cavalry colonel and one-time 
cornet of Maria Theresa's Jasz-Kun Hussars distinguished 
himself. On the recommandation of General Washington and 
General Pulaski Kowats was appointed Colonel Commandant 
of Pulaski's legion by Congress. This brave Hungarian Hussar
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hastened to the relief of Charlestown (South Carolina) which 
was besieged by the English, and on 11th May, 1779, fell for 
American liberty in a cavalry charge under that town.

There were also Hungarians in the great army sent to 
the aid of the American colonies by Louis XVI of France. 
The famous Due de Lauzun was given a foreign legion, called 
Volontaires etrangers de Lauzun, numbering 800 foot-sol
diers and 400 horsemen, one squadron of which (140 men not 
counting the officers) consisted of Hungarian Hussars. We 
know of at least two Hungarian officers in that legion, Major 
John Polereczky and Lieutenant Francis Benyovszky. Name
ly, from the beginning of the XVII. century we find Hunga
rian Hussars in the Western States of Europe, in Bavaria, 
Prussia and also in France. In the XVIII. century four Hun
garians regiments stood in the service of the French Kings. 
These regiments consisted chiefly of refugee Hussars orga
nized by officers who had distinguished themselves in Francis 
Rakoczi II's War of Hungarian Independence and had sub
sequently fled to France. They were given command of these 
regiments by the King.

The famous Hungarian traveller, Count Mauritius A. Be
nyovszky, who at the request of the French Government had 
also been engaged in colonizing Madagascar, was among 
those who went over to America in 1782, He carried letters 
of recommendation from distinguished French gentlemen and 
he offered Congress to organize three legions in Germany and 
bring them over to Washington’s army. According to the 
records of the Continental Congress, the idea was regarded 
with favour. James Madison, later President of the United 
States, drew up the relevant report, but in view of the fact 
that the war was practically over, his offer was not taken 
advantage of.

But it was not only in the first critical period of 
America’s history when the United States was being 
established, that Hungarians fought for America; they also 
took part in the American Civil War to preserve the Union. 
The Hungarians who fought in this war, which lasted from 
1861 to 1864, were chiefly emigrants who had fled after the 
war of independence in 1848— 49. Although the total number 
of these emigrants did not exceed 4000, yet about 800 of
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them joined the Union army, two of them becoming major- 
generals and five brigadier-generals. Besides these there 
were fifteen Hungarian colonels, two lieutenant-colonels, 
fourteen majors and fifteen captains, as well as numerous 
subaltern officers and army surgeons in that army. These are 
figures which in proportion to their numbers were not 
approached by any other emigrant nationality in the States. 
In the first year of the Civil War the balance was in favour 
of the Southern Army and therefore the feat of arms ac
complished by the little troop of cavalry — called Fremont's 
Body Guard —  was considered of great importance. On 25th 
October at Springfield, Missouri, under the command of 
Charles Zagonyi, a former officer of Hungarian Hussars, in 
a charge famed in history a much larger body of the 
emeny was routed and annihilated. This daring attack, in 
which a Hungarian lieutenant of Hussars, Theodore Majthe- 
nyi, also distinguished himself, is recorded in American 
history as "Zagonyi's Death Ride” , and the Commander-in- 
Chief of the Western army, General Fremont, in writing of 
it to his wife described it as a “ true Balaclava Charge” .

The American Government did indeed try to reward the 
Hungarian political exiles for their excellent services. Thus 
General Alexander Asboth was sent to Argentina as ambas
sador, and Generals Julius Stahel and George Pomucz were 
appointed consul-generals in Japan and Russia respectively. 
Besides this, many other Hungarians received high posts in 
the American civil service.

The heroic struggle waged by the Hungarians in the 
interest of the United States may be said to have been 
unparalleled. Thomas Capek, the historian of the Czechs 
in America, who were about ten times as numerous as the 
Hungarians, made in his book the facetious remark that the 
Czechs “gave more musicians than generals to the Union 
Army” (viz. there was not a single Czech general in the 
whole American Army). The psychological explanation of the 
Hungarian's behaviour lies in the fact that, besides coming of 
an ancient fighting stock, they wished to prove their gratitude 
to the Government and people of the United States for the 
interest they had displayed in Hungary in 1848 and the good 
services rendered then and in the years following to the
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Hungarians fighting for their national existence against the 
superior strength of the Austrian Empire.

Among the American pioneers there were also to be 
found Hungarians who at the risk of their lives helped to 
reclaim and civilize the wilds North America. Here only two 
of them will be mentioned. One was Augustus Haraszty, 
an Hungarian landowner, who first visited America in 1840. 
The country pleased him so much that he returned to Hun
gary, converted all his property into ready money and set 
out with all his family for America. His life savours more of 
a romance than of sober reality. First, in the territory of 
Wisconsin, not far from Madison, on land acquired by 
the Government only a few years earlier from the Winnebago 
Indians, he founded a town, which under the name of Sauk 
City still exists and prospers. In his new country he engaged 
in all manner of enterprizes and businesses: he established a 
steamship service on the Missouri and a ferry-boat on the 
Wisconsin; he opened a store, built houses of bricks made in 
his own kilns and it was he who planted the first hop-yard 
in Wisconsin, the State which was later to become famous 
for its beer. Through all this he never ceased to take an 
interest in the things of the intellect and he was one of the 
founders and twice vice-president af the Wisconsin Historical 
Society. In 1849 he sold his property in that region and 
after nine months of arduous and dangerous travel by cart 
arrived in California, then overrun by gold prospectors. 
There he was first elected sheriff of San Diego, where to 
this day a street bears his name; later he became a member 
of the territorial legislative body and the owner of various 
big enterprizes. In San Francisco, with two other Hungarian 
emigrants, he established a gold smelting foundry; later on 
he was appointed to give expert advice on viticulture to the 
Government of California, and in this capacity he introduced 
many varieties of vines into that State, amongst others vines 
from Tokaj in Hungary, the wine of which was afterwards 
to become famous throughout the United States under the 
name of California Tokay. His adventure-loving tempera
ment lured him away from California. Again he sold his all 
and left for Nicaragua in 1869, where he bought a plantation 
called the San Antonio Hacienda in the neighbourhood of
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Corinto. His death was no less remarkable than his life. One 
morning he mounted his horse to take his usual ride round 
the plantation, and disappeared for ever. His horse and his 
jacket were found on the bank of a river flowing through the 
plantation. In all probability he fell into the stream which 
was infested with alligators and vanished in their jaws.

Another famous Hungarian pioneer, John Xantus, was 
originally a lawyer. During the Hungarian War of Independ
ence he served as a lieutenant of the Hungarian National 
Defence Army; then he was by turn day labourer, professor, 
natural scientist and the director of a museum in America. 
At first he had to contend with great difficulties in America, 
but his talents attracted the attention of the United States 
Government and he was appointed member of the U. S. 
Survey expedition sent out to conduct a scientific exploration 
of Kansas Territory, then mainly inhabited by Indians. After
wards he was employed by the U. S. Coast Survey to 
examine the dryland and marine fauna and flora of Southern 
California. In the course of this work he collected many 
animals and plants of species mostly unknown till then, some 
of which he sent home to the Hungarian National Museum, 
the rest to the Smithsonian Institution. In 1862 he was 
appointed American consul in Manzanillo, Mexico, from 
whence he conducted a scientific expedition to the Sierra 
Madre. Two years later he returned to Hungary. At the end 
of 1868, as a delegate of the Hungarian Government, he took 
part in an expedition to Eastern Asia. The fruits of his 
scientific work have been preserved in various American and 
English scientific journals. He was elected a member of three 
American scientific societies. — y —
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