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THE SITUATION OF THE HUNGARIAN 
MINORITY GROWS WORSE FROM YEAR TO 

YEAR UNDER THE TATARESCU REGIME
BY

Dr. LADISLAS FRITZ
JUGE

Premier Tatarescu on November 13th placed the 
resignation of his Government in the hands of the King, 
who accepted the resignation. The official reason ad

duced in explanation of the resignation is that the constitu
tional term of activity of the present legislature expires in 
February, 1938, the short period still remaining not affording 
time enough for a discussion of the Estimates. The first 
politician to be entrusted —  subject to certain conditions — 
with the work of forming a Cabinet was Mihalache, leader 
of the National Peasant Party; but he refused to accept the 
condition of co-operation with Alexander Vaida, the result 
being that on November 18th. Tatarescu once more formed 
a Cabinet (with the co-operation of Professor Jorga’s 
National Democrat Party) the appointment of which involves 
a continuation of the system of government previously in 
force. Tatarescu has also concluded an election agreement 
with the “Rumanian Front” headed by Alexander Vajda. 
The new Government includes Valer Pop (who has been 
given a department without portfolio), though his place as 
Minister of Industry and Commerce has been taken by an 
engineer of the name of Bojoiu, Chairman of the “Petro^ani” . 
The Royal Writ dissolving Parliament has fixed the elections 
for December 20th and the following days. The new Parlia
ment is to assemble on February 17th.

In view of the negotiations which have been opened 
between Hungary and Rumania too, these events make it 
opportune that we should give a description of the situation
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of the Hungarian minorities living in Rumania, with particular 
reference to the four year rule of the first Tatarescu 
Government.

Acts and Ordinances openly at variance 
with the Minority Treaty.

The Tatarescu Government's four years of office have 
made the political, cultural and economic situation of the 
Hungarian population of the territories attached to Rumania, 
which was bad enough before, so infinitely more difficult that 
anything worse can hardly be imagined.

Of the general attitude towards the Hungarian minority 
adopted by the successive Rumanian Governments it must 
be said that it has shown a complete neglect of the obliga
tions undertaken in the Minority Treaty of 9th December 
1919. To say nothing of the fact that the provisions of that 
Treaty were not incorporated in the Constitution when it 
was reformed in 1923, no minority law has been passed yet. 
A  great number of special acts, ordinances and laws are 
diametrically opposed to its provisions, and there is no 
equality in the way they are being applied.

The number of laws openly at variance with the Minority 
Treaty has been considerably increased by the Tatarescu 
Government. As examples illustrating this point we mention 
the following:

The Act of 30th April, 1934, dealing with secondary 
education, which aims at depopulating minority denomina
tional schools by compelling the pupils to pass their exami
nation before committees composed of outsiders, is an 
unavowed assertion of the principle of numerus clausus. 
Among other things this Act ordains that minority teachers 
must pass the language tests and it nullified such provisions 
of the Act previously in force as were favourable to the 
minorities.

The Acts of 5th July, 1934, and 8th April, 1937, amend
ing the Elementary Education Act, supplement the provisions 
of the original by granting 10 hectares of land out of the 
estates at the disposal of the teachers of Rumanian natio
nality sent from Old Rumania to the Szekler counties of 
Transylvania to denationalize the Hungarian children there.
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The Act of 10th July, 1934, dealing with the centrali
zation of pharmaceutic education in the universities, abolished 
the pharmaceutic faculty of the Kolozsvar University ex
pressly because “minority students are a menace to the 
State” .

The Banking Act of 8th May, 1934, debars the represent
atives of minority credit institutes from obtaining seats on 
the Supreme Banking Council.

A protest against the Act of 17th July, 1934, dealing 
with the Private Property Association of County Csik, was 
lodged with the League of Nations by those concerned.

The Act of 16th July, 1934, prescribing the employment 
of Rumanians by all undertakings, ordains that 80% of the 
personnel and 50% of the Boards of Directors and Auditors, 
as well as the chairmen of the Boards of Directors, must be 
Rumanians. § 4 introduces Rumanian book-keeping by
stipulating that ledgers, inventories and journals must be 
written solely in the Rumanian language,

In the event of other business books being kept in any 
language but Rumanian an Ordinance issued by the Minister 
of Finance on 4th October, 1936, under the Act of 1st April, 
1935, imposes an extra tax of 12%.

Here mention must be made of the Royal Edict of 30th 
December, 1933, which established the censorship and 
martial law. This has been renewed by laws issued every 
six months and is still in force. Although the censorship 
extends to the whole country, it is directed primarily against 
the minorities. Since 30th December, 1933, the state of 
siege has afforded a pretext for the curtailment of a whole 
series of civil rights in the three most definitely minority 
towns of Transylvania, Nagyvarad, Temesvar and Kolozsvar, 
and martial law deprives the civil population of the 
possibility of seeking redress.

The Budgets of 1934—35, 1935—36 and 1936—37 
allowed a disproportionately smaller amount State aid to 
the clergy of the minority denominations than to the priests 
of the Greek Catholic and Greek Oriental Churches. 
Minority schools were not granted any financial aid, 
although minority citizens have to bear a heavier burden of 
taxation than the Rumanians.
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The Administration Act of 27th March, 1936, ruthlessly 
trampled underfoot the language rights of the minorities 
when, for instance, it debarred from election on the 
administrative councils all who cannot read and speak 
Rumanian and ordered debates in the various councils to 
be carried on in Rumanian only reserving to the Govern
ment the right to dissolve councils found guilty of having 
tolerated speeches made in any language other than 
Rumanian — i. e. in a minority tongue — in the course of 
the debates. This law places the minority Churches in an 
inferior position, for under it only the priests of the two 
Rumanian Churches are entitled to seats on the parish 
councils.

The Theatre Act of 10th March, 1937, was a great blow 
to the Hungarian theatres. The Rumanian theatres are 
granted subsidies and exemption from taxation, but the 
minority ones have been debarred from any participation 
in the State grants. The obligation to place theatre buildings 
— the property of the towns and counties — at the disposal 
of the Rumanian National Theatre precludes even the pos
sibility of using them for Hungarian plays. § 145 of this Act 
invests the mayors and village magistrates with the right 

— which extends also to the directors of the Rumanian 
theatres —  to put an immediate stop to any minority per
formance judged to be “anti-Rumanian" and "dangerous to 
the State".

The Agricultural Act of 27th March 1927, as well as 
the Act of 29th March, which explains Article 47 of the 
Land Reform Law and ensures the State the option of buy
ing all estates for sale over 50 acres in extent, has made it 
increasingly difficult for Hungarians to buy agricultural land 
and has greatly increased the possibility of Hungarian 
estates passing into the hands of the State or into the pos
session of Rumanians. These measures are well-calculated 
to deprive the Hungarian minority of all their lands. Before 
the Agricultural Act was passed the State Legislative Council 
(consiliul legislativ) established the fact that certain of its 
provisions were arbitrary and calculated to afford op
portunities for a series of abuses. It is characteristic that in
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the Minister’s order to both Acts the minorities are described 
as elements dangerous to the State.

The new Industrial Act makes the issuing of a trade 
license conditional on the applicant's having passed the 
language examination.

It is wellnigh impossible to enumerate all the ordinances 
issued by the Tatarescu Government which constitute a 
flagrant violation of the Minority Treaty. The space available 
allows us to mention only one or two more of them.

The Film Ordinance of 30th April, 1936, bans the use 
of minority languages on films and the presentation of 
Hungarian talking-films.

A circular Order issued by the Minister of the Interior 
forbids Hungarian texts on the boards bearing the names 
of streets and on all sign-boards.

In conclusion mention must be made of an order issued 
in the form of a circular letter on 16th September, 1937, by 
M. Valerian Pop, Minister of Commerce, in which he in
structs mirority undertakings to increase the percentage of 
their employees of Rumanian race to 50% in the head and 
subordinate posts and among skilled workers and technical 
personnel, and to 75% among non-skilled labourers, and to 
do so within three months’ time.

Political and Administrative Grievances.
Even today, eighteen years after the coming into force 

of the Minority Treaty, there can be no talk whatever 
of the political equality of the Hungarian minority, for it has 
not yet been realised.

As a consequence of the "premium" suffrage system now 
in force and of the unprecedented election abuses, the Hun
garians' share of the legislative power has been reduced to 
one-fourth of what is their due by virtue of their ratio of 
population. Instead of 37 seats in the Chamber of Deputies 
wich its ratio of population would entitle it to, the Hun
garian minority has only 8 seats; while the number of elected 
Senators recruited from the ranks of that minority was only 
3 during the recent session, not 12 — the number to which 
its ratio of population would entitle it.
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In the field of public administration the counties, towns 
and villages inhabited by Hungarians do not de facto pos
sess the autonomy due to them under the law. The elected 
councils of these corporate bodies have arbitrarily been re
placed by so-called interim commissions on which the Hun
garian minority is not represented at all or at any rate not 
in the proportion to which it is entitled, the result being that 
the centuries-old property and asserts of the Hungarian 
counties, towns and villages are left entirely at the mercy 
of irresponsible spendthrifts and wasters.

The Nationality Act — on the plea of a failure to 
observe formalities — has deprived thousands of Hungarians 
of their nationality and plunged them into a state of "home
lessness" from which they have not yet been relieved.

The dismissal en masse from the employ of the State 
or of local government bodies or of undertakings controlled 
by the State or by local government authorities (post office 
and telegraph services, railways, water-works, lighting 
works) of employees who are of Hungarian-race (this dis
missal being effected on the basis of so-called language tests 
and in most cases without the victims being offered either 
pensions or compositions) has reduced to poverty and want 
thousands of Hungarian families. The number of minority 
employees dismissed in this way since the transfer of these 
territories to Rumanian rule exceeds 400,000; the Railways 
alone having dismissed some 40,000. The language tests and 
the dismissals on the plea of those tests have been continued 
on several occasions by the Tatarescu Government. There 
is absolutely no chance of any Hungarian receiving employ
ment in any State or local government office or undertaking. 
In many Hungarian towns even the scavengers must be 
Rumanians by race.

In the public records the names of the Hungarians are 
being continually and arbitrarily changed to Rumanian 
ones, their religion being changed also to Orthodox (or Greek 
Oriental). The object of these methods is the denationalisa
tion of the Hungarians.

The personal liberty of those belonging to the Hun
garian minority is being exposed to constant danger as a 
consequence of the aggravating procedure taken against
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them on the charge of irredentism. The arbitrary methods 
and brutal behaviour of the police and the gendarmes have 
been in evidence daily during the rule of the Tatarescu 
Government too.

The sanctity of home is being flouted continuously by 
a series of domiciliary visits to the houses of the political 
leaders of the Hungarian minority, to the houses of religious 
orders and to the homes of parish priests.

The right of assembly and of association is being 
restricted by means of all kinds of prohibitions and pre
scriptions. The meetings of various Hungarian political, social, 
church and economic bodies have been prohibited. Instances 
of this latter circumstance were afforded by the prohibition 
of the general assembly of the Hungarian Party of Rumania 
convened to meet on July 18th, 1936; the refusal to permit 
the meeting and medical congress convened by the Tran
sylvanian Museum Association to meet in Temesvar in 
August, 1936. Nor was the Hungarian Ball to be held in 
Nagyvarad on January 16th, 1937, permitted. The authorities 
have also refused to give permission for the arrangement 
of popular courses in law by the Nagyvarad branch of the 
Hungarian Party.

The liberty of the Hungarian minority press is restricted 
by means of a preliminary censorship, this latter factor, 
while functioning all over the country, being primarily di
rected against the minorities. The Hungarian journalists are 
subject to a systematic persecution, being fined and im
prisoned and actually forbidden to continue their work as 
journalists.

The political persecution of Hungarian writers and 
scholars involves also an infraction of liberty of thought. 
Quite recently a Hungarian writer — Roland Daday, whose 
nom de guerre is Moses Szekely — was sentenced to six 
months' imprisonment for writing a certain novel. And an 
eminent Hungarian archaeologist — Martin Roska — was 
recently sentenced to three months' confinement by a mili
tary court on the basis of charges brought against three 
scientific publications of his.

As a consequence of the Act passed on March 27th, 
1936, the principle of the unrestricted use of the mother
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tongue cannot be enforced in the field of public administra
tion, whereas in pre-war Hungary the non-Magyar minorities 
were allowed freely to use their mother tongues in all fields 
of local government (in village, town and county) alike. In 
the field of the administration of justice too the Hungarians 
are quite unable to use their mother tongue, seeing that 
judges and magistrates who know Rumanian only are 
employed in the minority districts. The findings of the courts 
are not published in Hungarian even in regions inhabited 
exclusively by Hungarians, the only text used being the 
Rumanian one. Even today laws and ordinances are published 
exclusively in Rumanian. In villages inhabited by Hungarians 
all notices issued by the authorities are published in Ruman
ian only. Except during the past six months the censorship 
has forbidden the use of the Hungarian names of the 
historical provinces (Transylvania, the Banate, etc.) and of 
towns, villages, rivers, hills and mountains, streets and 
squares, this prohibition referring, not only to the text of 
newspapers and periodicals, but also to the titles of papers; 
and the Hungarian papers have been forced to change their 
titles or names respectively, the reason given being that those 
titles contained Hungarian geographical terms. The Rumanian 
post office refuses to deliver letters etc. with Hungarian 
addresses. No films are allowed to use Hungarian for 
captions; and Hungarian talking films are banned altogether. 
Even in sporting life the use of the Hungarian language is 
banned. Restrictions are placed on the use of minority 
languages in commerce too (in advertisements, printed mat
ter, shop-signs etc.); that language is indeed taboo in private 
life too. In August, 1936, the police forbade the minority 
inhabitants of the towns of Szatmar and Nagybanya to listen 
in to the programme of the Budapest broadcasting system, 
branding every breach of the prohibition as incitement against 
the State. Hungarian surnames and Christian names are 
entered in the registers in Rumanian guise.

Religious and Cultural Complaints.
The free exercise of religion is frequently made quite 

illusory by the action of the authorities. In many cases the 
gendarmes have not shrunk even from profaning churches.
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Arrests and atrocities and judical sentences of unwarranted 
severity all alike bear witness to the treatment meted out 
to minority priests and ministers by the authorities. In many 
places Hungarians are required to work on church festivals. 
In many cases the authorities have refused to permit the 
holding of the meetings and celebrations of church organi
sations. In September 3rd, 1934, the supreme organ of the 
Unitarian Church — the Synod — was broken up by the 
gendarmes during a meeting at Szekelykeresztur. The Hun
garians are being forced by arbitrary measures (threats, 
dismissal from office, persecution by the authorities, physical 
compulsion) to become converted to the Orthodox Church. 
In villages inhabited exlusively by Hungarians, inhabitants 
belonging to other confessions are forced to contribute 
materially and to do work towards the building of Orthodox 
and Greek Catholic (Uniate) churches.

The State grants enjoyed by minority priests and min
isters have been fixed at amounts unjustly reduced as com
pared with those given to majority priests. Rumanian office 
servants are better paid than ministers or priests belonging 
to the Hungarian minority. The Kiralyhagomellek Reformed 
Diocese and the Arad Hungarian Evangelical Superinten
dents's Office have not yet been recognised by the State. 
— In connection with the carrying into effect of the land 
reform measures, 85% of the landed property of the minority 
churches was expropriated. The property still left in their 
hand is now being subjected to an attempt by new methods 
to sequester it. The land registry authorities, for instance, 
have in deference to a simple application for that purpose, 
transferred to the possession of the State the landed estates 
belonging to the Roman Catholic Church of Transylvania, of 
the Premonstratensian Order and of the Marossziget Re
formed Church.

The teaching of Hungarian children in Hungarian de
nominational schools is being obstructed and prevented. No 
State grant is given to Hungarian denominational elementary 
or secondary schools; while recently those schools have been 
deprived also of their share of town and parish grants. The 
right of many Hungarian denominational schools to figure
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as public education institutes has been withdrawn, this means 
that the pupils of these schools have to pass examinations 
at the end of the year before outside examination boards and 
to pay extra fees therefore. In villages inhabited exclusively 
by Hungarians the impoverishment of the Hungarian popula
tion is being furthered by the enormous charges imposed 
on the villages to defray the costs of building and maintaining 
State elementary schools with Rumanian as the language of 
instruction, —  though the same inhabitants have also to 
support a Hungarian denominational school too, functioning 
in the same village. The system of compulsory name-ana
lysis and the obstacles impeding a free choice of schools 
threatens to undermine the very foundations of a peaceful 
symbiosis. Instead of carrying into effect the cultural auto
nomy of the Szeklers guaranteed in the Minority Treaty, the 
Rumanian Government has established a separate culture- 
zone in the Szekler districts too for the purpose of ruman- 
ianising the inhabitants or rather de-nationalising the Hun
garians living there. The plea urged — a falsification of 
history — being that the Szeklers are magyarised Ruman
ians. The only language used for instruction is Rumanian, 
the teaching being in the hands of teachers not knowing any 
Hungarian at all, — and that in the counties with an over
whelming majority of Szekely-Magyars, where the "culture- 
zone” teachers are paid larger salaries than those given 
to the other teachers and receive in addition a gift of 10 
hectares of land.

The Hungarian minority has numerous grievances to 
complain of also in the field of science and culture. Its 
cultural activity is impeded by innumerable obstacles, such 
as the censoring of lectures and the difficulties to be over
come when applying for permission. The Hungarian theatres 
have to contribute sums representing 26% of their receipts 
for the support of the Rumanian theatre. The Hungarians are 
put in a veritable intellectual quarantine, the customs duties 
and railway freight charges payable on foreign printed matter 
having been raised enormously. More than seventy Hungarian 
statues and art memorials have been demolished or removed 
merely because they were the products of Hungarian art 
and Hungarian history.
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The social position of the Hungarian minority offers a 
very disheartening prospect. The younger generations of 
Hungarians are prohibited access to State and other public 
offices. The universities and colleges employ a "numerus 
clausus" system to keep them at a distance. Large numbers 
of Hungarian public employees are being dismissed without 
being granted any pensions, the pretext being that they have 
failed to pass the “ language test” . The chambers controlling 
the educated professions (the chambers of advocates, of en
gineers etc.) are being nationalised. The right of Hungarians 
to obtain work in commercial and industrial undertakings 
is also being restricted. The Government is prevailing upon 
employers to dismiss their Hungarian workers and officials.

Desperate Situation in the Economic Field.
The system of inequality of treatment and of persecution 

on the part of the authorities has plunged the Hungarian 
minority into a desperate situation in the economic life of 
the country too. The agrarian reform carried into effect to 
the accompaniment of unparalleled corruption and exclusive
ly for the benefit of Rumanians took away from the Hun
garians 2.7 million Hungarian acres (1.422 English acres) of 
land, offering them practically no compensation in return. 
85% of the property and assets of the minority churches has 
been expropriated. The property of the Csik Private Property 
Association — 62,600 acres of land and other assets — have 
been confiscated illegally, the 11,659 acres which the League 
of Nations required the Rumanian Government to restore to 
the possession of the Association not having been given back 
at all. Huge assets have been sequestered by the Rumanian 
Government, from Hungarian institutions without any com
pensation whatever. The only case in which reparation has 
been made in this connection is that of the Nagyszeben 
Theresianum, which was — by Order in Council published 
in the Official Gazette on April 16th, 1937 — given back 
to the Gyulafehervar Roman Catholic Bishopric. The movable 
and immovable assets of the Haromszek County Szekler 
Educational Fund have also been entrusted to the custody 
of the Szekler National Museum; while the Ministry of
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Public Health has placed at the disposal of the Gojdu 
Endowment — which has purchased the same — the 
buildings of the Kolozsvar Elisabeth Maria Sanatorium 
sequestered in 1929.

Large Hungarian undertakings — e. g. the Petrozseny 
Colliery Co., the Hungarian Natural Gas Co. Ltd., the 
Dicsoszentmarton Nitrogen Factory, the First Hungarian 
General Insurance Co. Ltd., etc. — have been forced to 
transfer to the Rumanian State or to Rumanian undertakings 
for ridiculously trifling amounts a share of their assets. 
Rumanians must be elected on the boards of the Hungarian 
undertakings. The scale of the taxes payable by Hungarian 
farmers, traders and members of the educated professions 
has been fixed much higher than that exacted from Ruman
ians; while the collection of taxes is effected with the utmost 
ruthlessness in districts inhabited by Hungarians. Hungarian 
craftsmen and merchants receive scarcely any share of 
public contracts. The Rumanian National Bank and the 
Rumanian Industrial Credit Institute treat casually and in 
fact practically ignore the Hungarian banks and undertakings 
when distributing re-discounts or loans respectively. By dis
solving the industrial corporations or rather transferring 
their assets to the Rumanian labour chambers the authorities 
have taken away assets worth many millions more from the 
Hungarian minority. The "compossessores" of Szeklerland 
are deprived of the natural right of disposing freely of the 
yield produced by their assets, — though no obstacles are 
raised against the exercise of that right when it is a question 
of that yield being appropriated for the support of State 
or other Rumanian institutions. The economic impoverish
ment of the minorities is also the object of the National 
Labour Protection Act of 1934 and of the measures taken by 
Valer Pop — which were subsequently invalided as the 
result of the petition submitted to the League of Nations.

*
We would close this description of the distressing 

situation of the two million Hungarians living as a racial 
minority in Rumanian by quoting the following passage from 
a resolution passed by the Hungarian Party of Rumania at
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the general assembly held on September 4th and 5th, 1937, 
at Sepsiszentgyorgy: —

“ In the Rumanian press and in public meetings an in
citement to hatred of the Hungarians is being carried on 
such as would not be allowed by any other State in the world. 
The antinationality agitation punishable by law which has 
been carried on for years past —  agitation against which our 
public prosecutors have not taken any retaliatory steps at 
all — has exercised a profound effect upon Rumanian public 
opinion the influence of which is manifested in the treat
ment — now become quite intolerable —  meted out to us 
in every branch of the public administration.''
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