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HUNGARY’S POSITION IN INTERNATIONAL 
AFFAIRS — EXPOSE! OF M. COLOMAN 

KANYA, FOREIGN MINISTER

The expose of M. Coloman Kanya, the Hungarian 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, delivered on May 26th, 
was an outstanding feature of the debate on the Budget 

in the Hungarian Parliament. At the outset M, Kanya 
expressed regret that no change for the better had taken place 
since his expose of last year, in which he had stated that the 
international situation was more troubled than it had ever 
been and that "indivisible and collective insecurity” had spread 
all over Europe. Speaking of the main factors contributing 
to the development of the present international situation, 
the Foreign Minister laid special stress on the endeavours 
those obsessed with the idea of mutual aid were making to 
extend the already gigantic network of alliances and on the 
rapid progress made by those of the Great Powers who 
were dissatisfied with their lot. M. Kanya then proceeded 
to outline the effects produced by these factors on other 
States. He said:

’ ’Turkey, availing herself of the advantages latent in 
her extremely favourable geographical situation and in her 
military preparedness, as well as in the chaotic conditions 
prevailing in Europe, has inaugurated and brought to a suc
cessful conclusion an action for the elimination of the 
military restrictions imposed upon part of her territory by 
the Treaty of Lausanne. This step, as witnessed by the 
Montreux Agreement, has been crowned with complete 
success. Turkey has regained full sovereignty over the 
Straits. By this action the Turkish Government entered the 
path of revision, and as member of the anti-revisionist group 
of States, gained her point with the support of anti-revision-
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ist Governments. How strongly revisionist this step was is 
proved by the fact that, at first, one of her allies protested 
vehemently against Turkey’s demands and acquiesced only 
when she received a reassuring statement concerning the 
Turkish frontiers. In the course of the Montreux negotiations 
not even the slightest mention was made of Article 19 of 
the League Covenant, and the conversations were conducted 
not under the head of revision but of that of security. The 
League of Nations itself withdrew modestly into the back
ground and left the decision entirely in the hands of the 
Parties concerned. This measure of precaution and prudence 
was considered necessary in order to calm the doubts of the 
anti-revisionist camp, although in this case, as in Germany's 
re-occupation of the Rhinelands, the question was not one 
of territorial demands but of the restoration of full political 
sovereignty over a certain part of the country in which the 
sovereignty of the State had been curtailed by treaty. After 
Montreux Turkey's great diplomatic elasticity was highly 
appreciated and commended in many quarters.

"Another revisionist aim of Turkey, concerning which 
negotiations are still in progress, is the transformation of the 
Alexandrette Sanjak, at present belonging to Syria, into an 
independent State.

"In Belgium, too, the above-mentioned events produced 
a reaction. The Government and people of that country 
awoke to the consciousness that it would not benefit Belgium 
to undertake heavy military obligations calculated to involve 
the country in any conflict arising between the Great Powers. 
Therefore, in increasing measure, Belgium adopted an 
attitude of voluntary neutrality to defend which without 
exterior aid a strongly reinforced army was contemplated. 
Aware of the importance with which her geographical situa
tion invested her in the eyes of the Great Powers, Belgium 
was no longer content to be a mere factor of security but 
aspired to the international status of a guaranteed State. 
This wish of hers has since seen fulfilment. Belgium has 
broken loose from the network of collective security, with 
all its hidden perils, and secured for herself the possibility 
of freedom of decision within the framework of the League 
Covenant.
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’’Poland has long been desirous of securing, within the 
bounds of possibility, a free hand to decide her own policy, 
and perhaps it was the same ambition that inspired Yugo
slavia’s recent activities in the sphere of foreign policy. That 
this is so would seem indicated by the bilateral agreement 
concluded in January with Bulgaria. This agreement also 
deserves attention from other points of view. Belgrade has 
concluded a treaty of permanent friendship with a State 
against which the Balkan Pact was primarily directed, and 
has done so with the total exclusion of territorial questions, 
that is to say, without asking Bulgaria to renounce her 
territorial aspirations. The latter was not even required to 
conclude a similar treaty with the other signatory States of 
the Balkan Pact. At this stage it is impossible to forecast 
what the future development of the Yugoslav-Bulgarian 
agreement is likely to be, but undoubtedly both States have 
reason to congratulate themselves on the results hitherto 
achieved. Bulgaria has escaped from the isolation that was 
paralyzing every political action on her part, and Yugoslavia 
has considerably strengthened her position in the Balkans.

"The reaction to the new political currents has given 
birth also to the Italo-Yugoslav treaty of friendship, which, 
as a new pledge of peace, has been hailed with satisfaction 
and rejoicing almost everywhere in Central Europe.

"International life was subjected to a fresh shock by 
the outbreak of civil war in Spain. As we know, great inter
national interests intersect in the areas now the theatre of 
bloody warfare. The Spanish war will probably be a long 
one and therefore it is futile at present to enter into con
jectures as to what the outcome and consequences thereof 
may be.

"Another component of the present situation — so 
chaotic and difficult to survey as a whole — is the gradual 
decline of the prestige of the League of Nations. A  heavy 
item on the debit side of the League's political balance-sheet 
is the complete failure of the disarmament negotiations for 
years conducted under its aegis and the impotence manifest 
in its inability to ensure the undisturbed functioning of the 
several international tribunals. By failing to do so the League 
has sinned grievously against the lofty idea of international
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jurisprudence to aid and extend the scope of which should 
have been one of its most important tasks. The League has 
forfeited much of its prestige owing to its lack of universal
ity, which circumstance has diminished its significance in the 
solution of international problems. The question of a liquida
tion of the Spanish war is being settled without the League; 
it had hardly any influence on the Locarno negotiations; and 
recently the Bulgaro-Yugoslav and the Italo-Yugoslav treaties 
were concluded without its co-operation. In the sphere of 
world economics problems such as the equalization of foreign 
exchanges and the gradual abolition of trade restrictions 
were solved independently of the League, and Geneva was 
merely asked to take cognizance of faits accomplis.

"I use a mere commonplace when I establish the fact 
that the League has failed in its duty towards the minorities. 
Of late, after the depths of indifference had been reached:' 
in the past few years, the Council of Three, at the instigation 
of the Secretariate General, seems to have begun to take a 
warmer interest in the hitherto disregarded minority peti
tions. We are naturally impatient to see whether, despite the 
cumbersome machinery of League procedure, any results are 
likely to follow. I consider it practically unnecessary to state 
that this criticism of the League is not inspired by any pre
judice on my part and that I should be only too happy to see 
a convalescent League helped to its feet again by its mighty 
patrons and made capable of doing really useful work.

"The failure of the Disarmament Conference contributed 
largely towards a general and steady increase of armaments.. 
Every country is arming, even the neutral States. One State 
does so in order to make up for years of negligence, a second 
to be able to protect the interests of the League more 
effectually and to be ready for energetic measures against 
all aggressors, and the third on the principle that "weakness 
is the greatest menace to peace as it is a temptation to the 
strong” . In a word, everybody is arming in the interests of 
peace. Is this perhaps why people in many countries so- 
enthusiastically approve of the race in armaments? Is it 
a sacred duty to arm? and is the country that refuses to do- 
so guilty of a capital crime? Denmark was severely re
primanded for wishing to adhere loyally to the idea of dis-
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-armament. There is only one little country in the wide world 
whose attempt to re-arm would imperil the sacred cause of 
peace and that little country is — Hungary!

"Of late we have again begun to hear of disarmament in 
the spheres both of politics and of economics. They are, how
ever, at such an initial stage at present that it is wellnigh 
impossible to discuss them.

"There have never been, perhaps, so many negotiations, 
so many comings and goings of ministers, or so many inter
national intrigues, as during the past turbulent year. So far 
none of them has been successful in clearing up the situation. 
Certain concrete facts have, nevertheless, emerged, which 
may be summed up as follows:

"The Treaty of Versailles is gradually crumbling to 
pieces; and today, in fact, only its territorial provisions are 
still valid. It would appear that the Treaty of Lausanne is 
to share a like fate. The treaties of mutual assistance con
cluded to guarantee collective security have also lost much 
of their original force. Bilateral agreements are becoming 
more frequent. The Locarno Pact, in its old form, has ceased 
to exist. It was abandoned first by Germany, then by 
Belgium and Italy, and today its role is merely a passive 
one. Thus, of all the old treaties the only one retaining its 
pristine force is the ever-closer entente between Great 
Britain and France, which — as we learn from official state
ments — guarantees that in the event of either contracting 
Party being attacked innocently, the other will come to her 
aid with military support. The negotiations over a new 
Locarno are progressing very slowly.

"We all know that the Little Entente itself was the first 
to deliver a blow against the foundations of Trianon. In 
direct contradiction to the letter and spirit of Article 8 of 
the League Covenant, the States of the Little Entente are 
arming themselves to the teeth. Then again Article 250 of 
the Peace Treaties places the protection of the rights and 
property of Hungarian minority citizens in the hands of 
international tribunals; but in practice the Little Entente 
renders its application impossible, simply by a sabotage of 
the work of those tribunals. And I presume there is no need 
for me to enter into the details of how little the three States
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respect the minority treaties concluded between them and 
the Great Powers.

’’The Stresa front has collapsed and Italo-German co
operation is making its influence increasingly felt. The most 
conspicuous milestones marking the progress made along the 
path of co-operation were Berlin's neutral attitude towards 
Italy's undertaking in East Africa; the complaisance dis
played by Rome in connection with Germany's efforts to 
liquidate the Treaty of Versailles; the Austro-German treaty 
of 11th June 1936, which eliminated a very awkward ob
stacle to agreement between Germany and Italy; the visit 
of Italy's Foreign Minister, Count Ciano, to Berlin; a com
munity of interests in the Spanish question, both countries 
being anxious to prevent the emergence of a Soviet-like 
republic in the Iberian Peninsula; and, lastly, the recent 
visits of several German statesmen to Rome.

"The chaos in the political situation is responsible for 
the circumstance that Great Britain, who in the years follow
ing the conclusion of the war was the greatest protagonist 
of the principle of disarmament, has abandoned this policy 
and is arming on a gigantic scale.

"Of late, with increasing frequency, we hear that Great 
Britain, France and the United States of America must 
stand by one another in the interests of peace. From these 
statements far-reaching conclusions have been drawn, which 
in purport attempt to present matters as though the co
operation of the three Great Powers was now assured, come 
what may. In my opinion this view is not borne out by facts, 
or at best is premature. If, nevertheless, I still mention it, 
I do so only because it indicates the existence of a certain 
trend bent, not so much on composing unsolved problems 
amicably and in a spirit of mutual understanding, as on 
making suitable preparations in the field of diplomacy for 
the titanic conflict which, we are told, is bound to come 
sooner or later.

"Undoubtedly the hegemony of the victorious Great 
Powers has declined, and we are on the eve of a gradual 
transformation, the object of which is to achieve a balance 
of power. It is certain that this process of transformation
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has set in, but international life is still in a liquid state, and 
no one can safely prophesy how it will eventually crystallize. 
Everybody just feels that the problems will need much time 
and patience to solve. This perhaps is the origin of the 
growing unrest that on more than one occasion has conjured 
up the spectre of an approaching war. So far, however, this 
dark view is set off by a healthy optimism incapable of 
believing in an outbreak of war, — an optimism rooted, not 
only in repeated statements made by leading statesmen of 
the Great Powers and in a certain improvement in evidence 
lately in international relations, but also, and indeed chiefly, 
in the fact that in spite of the unresolved questions of major 
importance on the carpet, it has hitherto proved possible to 
avoid an outbreak of armed conflict, even over the question 
of the war in Spain, where, as I have already mentioned, 
opposing interests of the first magnitude are in conflict.

"All these important political events affect us mainly 
in that our interests demand the maintenance of peace under 
all circumstances. To the best of our ability we, too, are 
anxious to do our share in the region geographically nearest 
to us, namely the Danube Valley, to maintain peace, the 
preservation of which is so earnestly desired by all serious 
political factors.

"Having thus reached a question of our own narrower 
sphere of interest, I must first of all devote a few words to 
the Little Entente, that group of States formed principally 
with the object of keeping Hungary in check.

"Of late much has been heard to the effect that the 
Little Entente is weakening, is, in fact, on the point of 
breaking up. Nor was this forecast made by enemies of that 
formation. It has been discussed even in the Parliaments of 
the Little Entente States and has been a topic of the day 
in the European press as a whole. The French newspapers 
in particular have written openly of the Little Entente crisis 
as a menace to the friendly relations between France and 
the States of that alliance, but consolation has been sought 
in the idea that now that Britain, France's close ally, is 
arming so extensively, this will exert an influence on certain 
wavering States and shepherd them back to that group of 
western Great Powers whose superiority in the event of
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armed conflict is not —  in French opinion — to be 
questioned.

"For myself I consider the reports of Little Entente 
dissolution, to say the least of it, exaggerated. The lessons 
of the past show that the alliance of countries which fought 
shoulder to shoulder through a long and difficult period, 
does not collapse lightly; in such cases it is only very slowly 
that cohesion ceases and the fabric crumbles to pieces. This 
of course does not mean that the Little Entente has been 
successful in preserving its old prestige, or that the great 
influence it once exerted exists beyond question today. The 
leading statesmen of this triple alliance have always striven 
to make co-operation closer and wider. In 1933, as we know, 
they elaborated a new plan, the ambitious aim of which was 
to establish a united political, economic and military co
operation of the three States and thus create a political 
alliance which, with its 45 million subjects and rich natural 
resources, would be able to enter the arena of European 
politics with the prestige of a Great Power.

"The plan failed. It was bound to do so, since in funda
mental questions the three States could not reduce their 
political aspirations to a common denominator. They differ 
in the attitude displayed towards the Austrian, German and 
Russian questions. It is true that officially all three are 
opposed to an Anschluss or a restoration, but most probably, 
were it to come to the point of having to adopt a definite 
attitude, one of them would decide for the Anschluss and 
another for a restoration. Today only Czecho-Slovakia is 
divided from Germany by serious differences. Yugoslavia 
makes no secret of the importance she attaches, both from 
a political and from an economic point of view, to the 
maintenance of friendly relations with Germany; and Ru
mania, though strong in her adherence to France, the Little 
Entente and the Balkan Bloc, is striving hard to improve 
her relations with the German Reich.

"It is a well-known fact that three degrees are to be 
distinguished in the attitude of the Little Entente States 
towards Soviet Russia. Czecho-Slovakia has based her 
foreign policy primarily on the Soviet alliance. The bitter 
experiences of the past have robbed her of all faith in the

8



HUNGARY’S POSITION IN INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS

League of Nations, and she sees how difficult it would be 
at present for her powerful ally in the West to render 
adequate assistance with sufficient despatch. By means of 
the Little Entente treaties Czecho-Slovakia has guarded 
against the contingency of a non-existent danger threatening 
her from Hungary; but she forgot to provide adequately 
against other eventualities which, thanks to the changes in 
European politics, have — at least according to Prague — 
materialized. The Czecho-Slovak Government is now seeking 
to supply the deficiency by a proposed modification of the 
Little Entente treaties, which would transform them into 
pacts of mutual assistance. True, these endeavours have so 
far yielded no results, but by this attitude Prague has been 
carried farther into the current of high politics in Europe 
and has naturally become exposed to the dangers inherent 
in this position.

"Rumania has exercised greater precaution. Instead of 
following Prague's example, Bucharest has, for the time at 
least, renounced the idea of entering into a pact of mutual 
assistance with the Soviet and contents itself with endeavour
ing to maintain correct and, as far as possible, friendly 
relations with her powerful neighbour. Whether it is true, 
as some say, that Rumania chose this policy because Moscow 
was not to be induced to recognize the annexation of 
Bessarabia, we have no means of proving.

"The country that has deviated farthest from the line 
adopted by Prague is Yugoslavia, for that State has not re
opened diplomatic intercourse with Russia. The most diverse 
reports are current as to why Belgrade is averse to restoring 
normal relations with Russia. One version is that Belgrade 
hopes in the near future to see a national regime regain 
control, in which case it would be possible to return to the 
same measure of close co-operation as existed between 
Serbia and Russia before and during the war. Those holding 
this opinion believe that the present state of affairs in Russia 
is one of transition from a Bolshevist to a national regime 
which, sooner or later, is bound to gain the upper hand in 
Moscow. However that may be, the fact remains that Bel
grade’s policy today is widely divergent from that of Prague 
in that, instead of seeking new alliances or enlarging the
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scope of old ones, Yugoslavia sees the best means of ensuring 
the future of the country in an endeavour to eliminate 
differences of opinion with her neighbours and thereby 
create a more pleasant atmosphere around her frontiers. The 
justification of this policy is to be found in the Bulgaro- 
Yugoslav treaty of friendship, in the treaty of a similar 
nature recently concluded with Italy, and in the favourable 
developments in Yugoslavia’s relations with Hungary, to 
which M. Stoyadinovitch made reference in his last speech 
during the debate on the Budget. I myself sincerely hope 
the improvement will continue.

"Outwardly every State of the Little Entente is equally 
anxious to establish friendly relations with Italy; but the 
chances are not even.

"Even if the unity and prestige of the Little Entente 
are not what they were years ago, it would nevertheless be 
a mistake to light bonfires in our enthusiasm over the sup
position that the complete dissolution of that alliance is no 
longer to be averted, and that its occurrence is merely a 
question of time. Let us not forget that where Hungary is 
concerned, complete agreement obtains among the three 
States. This may be established from statements of an official 
nature made after the Little Entente Conference in Belgrade. 
This unanimity finds particularly trenchant expression in 
the military conventions firmly maintained against us since 
more than a decade. The Little Entente is wont to declare 
its ardent desire to be on good terms with Hungary. But it 
is a contradiction in adjecto to speak of a wish to establish 
friendly relations with a State and at the same time adhere 
rigidly, almost as a matter of principle, to military conven
tions directed against it. What this way of thinking is likely 
to lead to, may be seen in the history of the collapse of 
Locarno. In the Franco-Soviet and Russo-Czecho-Slovak 
agreements, which were directed against Germany, the Ger
man Reich saw a degree of mistrust irreconcilable with the 
spirit of Locarno and therefore took the consequences which 
are now history.

"It is manifest that we cannot feel a greater degree of 
confidence in the sincerity of the Little Entente's allegedly 
peaceful intentions so long as the three States, though well
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aware that we have no aggressive designs on them, rigidly 
insist on the petrification of conditions irreconcilable with 
the spirit that must inspire the Danubian States if they are 
sincerely desirous of creating an atmosphere conducive to 
better understanding.

"No one will experience any difficulty in understanding 
our point of view if I draw attention to the fact that the 
Little Entente constantly finds it necessary to warn us that 
the unanimity of their attitude towards Hungary is unshaken. 
Although we are fully aware of this circumstance and stand 
in no need of information, we receive warnings of that sort 
galore. To mention but one of the many: shortly ago a well- 
known Czecho-Slovak military expert declared that in the 
event of armed conflict, it might well happen that Budapest 
would become the capital of the Little Entente.

"Then there is another difficulty which must not be lost 
sight of in connection with the serious and knotty problem 
of a rapprochement between the States of the Danube Valley. 
Namely, the conferences and conversations of those im
mediately concerned are not the only things that count; for 
the interests of many Powers are at stake in the Danube 
Valley. It may therefore happen, — even should any of our 
neighbours, either in response to our conciliatory bearing or 
influenced by our friends, be moved to make certain ap
proaches towards us, — that as soon as it leaks out that 
negotiations are on foot, the State making approaches may 
be subjected to pressure from a third party such as in the 
given circumstances it could scarcely withstand.

"Should anyone broach the question as to whether in 
spite of the dificulties existing the present moment is suitable 
for an attempt to establish a rapprochement, my answer is 
in the affirmative. I do not delude myself with illusions. I 
do not dream of a Danubian federation or other more far- 
reaching combinations; I move in the sphere of realities and 
would be content to see relations between Hungary and her 
neighbours normalized by means of honest compromise.

"I feel convinced that this alone would be a great step 
towards the evolution of a more promising future. In us 
dwells the serious determination to pave the way towards a 
rapprochement with our neighbours. This serious political
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determination of ours does not, of course, mean that we are 
ready to yield to dogmas which the victorious Powers who 
but shortly ago were at the height of their might and the 
States who enjoy the spoils of their victories have tried to 
force upon us as infallible truths against which there is no 
appeal.

"Our determination to approach our neighbours has its 
own traditions. To say nothing of the various weighty state
ments made years ago, I myself expounded the well-con
sidered intentions of the Hungarian Government in my speech 
on the Budget last year. Let me also remind you that two 
years ago in Venice, during an international conference at 
which inter alia we discussed a treaty of non-intervention 
with Italy and Austria, we showed the greatest willingness 
to approach our neighbours, a readiness which at the time 
was only appreciated by the rest of Europe.

"In what follows I wish to throw light on the historical 
background of the Hungarian Government’s attitude.

"I have endeavoured to explain how the former European 
hegemony of the victorious Powers has suffered decline and 
how a situation has gradually arisen in which the achieve
ment of a balance of power is the chief aim. Similar pheno
mena are also observable in the Danube Valley. Formerly 
we were almost entirely at the mercy of the Little Entente; 
but since the Rome Protocol was signed a change has taken 
place. The signatories of the Rome Protocol, who last year 
formed themselves into a group, by the mere fact of their 
doing so have checked the political encroachments of the 
Little Entente, although the new group is not directed against 
any country and is so far from being exclusive that, on 
certain conditions, it is open for the other countries to join.

"Hungary's position in international politics has gained 
in strength and her willingness to approach her neighbours 
grows in direct ratio to the consolidation of her international 
position. It is clear that negotiations become easier when 
there is no danger of the hegemony of one party forcing 
unilateral interests on the other; as it is also clear that the 
other side is more ready to negotiate when it awakes to the 
fact that it can no longer dictate.

"It would be superfluous for me to lay special stress
12
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on the fact that a contributory factor to the evolution of the 
present situation is the circumstance that Hungary's relations 
with all her former friends have either remained unaltered 
or grown even more cordial.

"The ties of friendship linking us with Italy have grown 
stronger during the past year. The circumstances attending 
the visit to Rome of His Highness Admiral Horthy were 
such that the whole Hungarian nation has reason to be grate
ful to the Regent for his success in cementing friendship 
between Italy and Hungary in every stratum of the Italian 
nation. And the visit of Their Royal and Imperial Majesties, 
the King-Emperor and Queen-Empress of Italy, to Hungary 
afforded proof that every class of Hungarian society is imbued 
with the warmest feelings for the ruler of the Italian State 
and his family. I sincerely trust Their Majesties realized that 
the Hungarian nation never forgets and tries to show its 
great appreciation of the assistance rendered by Italy to 
Hungary in the latter's time of need.

"The visit of His Highness the Regent, of the 
Hungarian Premier and of members of his Cabinet to 
Vienna; Chancellor Schuschnigg's visit to Budapest and 
President Miklas's sojourn in our midst, are all outward 
and visible signs of the sincere friendship existing between 
Austria and Hungary, a friendship cemented by centuries of 
tradition and a real community of interests which recently 
found expression in Austria's decision to remain on the 
straight path indicated by the Rome Protocol and by her 
agreement with Germany.

"Our friendly relations with Germany have undergone 
no change. I know I shall be reminded of certain alleged 
statements and newspaper articles. This, however, does not 
prevent me from saying that a community of interests is the 
sine qua non and the firmest basis of friendship between two 
nations. And who would venture to deny that in many 
respects Hungary's and Germany's political and economic 
interests are identical. So long as this is so, no wiles will 
ever shake the firm foundation of our friendship with 
Germany.

”Poland’s attention is naturally occupied in fostering 
friendly relations with her two powerful neighbours. Not
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withstanding this she has never lost sight of the immediate 
interests which link her lot to that of certain nations in the 
Danube Valley. Within the sphere of those interests she has 
been successful in maintaining unchanged her traditionally 
cordial relations with Hungary.

” Great Britain has much to occupy her attention all the 
world over. It is therefore with deep satisfaction that we see 
the benevolent attention of the British Government extending 
to the problem of ensuring peace among the Danubian States, 
which, after all, do not belong to Britain's immediate sphere 
of interests. The growing interest manifested by the people 
of Great Britain in one of the most important of Hungary's 
problems, the question of the minorities, is to a certain ex
tent a reassuring phenomenon.

"I have endeavoured to sum up the circumstances which 
have contributed to the improvement noticeable during the past 
few years in Hungary’s international position. I do not mean 
to say that we are prepared for all emergencies. One con
clusion, however, I may venture to draw, namely, that the 
collapse of Little Entente hegemony has decidedly improved 
the prospects of the policy of rapprochement proving a suc
cess. In this conviction I have been strengthened by the 
circumstance that Hungary has gone to the limits of con
ciliation and is striving with every means at her disposal to 
arouse a similar willingness to negotiate in the Little Entente 
States. Many declare that Hungary has made rapprochement 
conditional on too hard terms, but this is quite untrue.

"We do not make conditions: we merely demand the 
fulfilment of the obligations undertaken by the Little Entente. 
We also demand the recognition — unconditional and with
out any counter-services — of our sovereignty as proceeding 
from the letter and spirit of the League Covenant. We insist 
on the realization in practice, at long last, of the equality 
pronounced in principle in December 1932, and protest 
against a difference being made between us and other States. 
We insist on the situation of the minorities, which has come 
to be a pivotal problem, being regulated according to the 
intentions of the minority treaties. Until these two problems 
are satisfactorily settled there can be no question of rap
prochement. If one can speak at all of Hungarian stipulations,
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this can only refer to the fast that any approaches made by 
Hungary in the fields of politics and economy must be made 
in the spirit of the principles laid down in the Rome Protocol 
and its supplementary agreements and on the lines along 
which these principles have of late developed.

"The strength of our attitude lies chiefly in the circum
stance that it is based on the treaties at present in force, 
and that we fully realize that after years of struggle and of 
an anti-Hungarian propaganda campaign still being conducted 
by the Little Entente, we are confronted with a problem 
which will be settled, if at all, only after lengthy and 
tempestuous negotiations.

"I can assure the House that we are well-armed with 
the necessary perseverance and patience.

"In the foregoing I have endeavoured to set forth as 
unbiassedly as possible the difficulties attending all attempts 
to normalize relations between Hungary and the Little 
Entente States. Perhaps I have lingered too long over the 
question and spoken in too great detail. I have done so 
because in my opinion it is not possible to over-emphasize 
the importance of this problem, not only for the Danubian 
States, but also from the point of view of European peace.

"In conclusion I sincerely hope that the Little Entente 
has not entirely lost its political judgment, that it will not 
continue to fight for long against a natural development which 
no power can check, or force us to join a trend which — 
though no moral or legal obstacles stood in our way — we 
have hitherto consistently refrained from following. But 
everyone must realize that if the Little Entente States refuse 
to make co-operation possible, we shall be obliged to con
tinue along the promising path on which our feet have been 
set without them.

"However events may mature, Hungary will continue 
to seek her peaceful aims with peaceful means, firm in the 
hope that, even if only after many failures and disappoint
ments, her honest peace policy will eventually meet with 
understanding."

—  y  —
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THE QUESTION OF THE FRONTIER BETWEEN 
CZECHO-SLOVAKIA AND HUNGARY AT THE 

PEACE CONFERENCE
B Y

OBSERVATOR

Nowhere are more convincing data to be found in support 
of the Hungarian contention that the delegates of the 
Little Entente States of today misled the Peace Con

ference and that the territorial provisions of the Treaty of 
Trianon are the results of misleading information, than in the 
22 volumes of David Hunter Miller's "My Diary", a collec
tion of documents which reproduces word for word the 
majority of the arguments laid before the Peace Conference 
which were responsible for the decisions of the Conference. 
The collection comprises also a large number of protocols.

Unfortunately this work of inestimable historical value 
was published only in a limited edition of 40 copies; this 
circumstance, combined with the vastness of the material, 
being mainly responsible for the data contained in the Diary 
not being as familiar either to the general public or to the 
world of science as it ought to be. The writer has however 
studied the copy of "My Diary" to be found in the Buda
pest Peter Pazmany University Library: he has compared 
his notes compiled on that occasion with the review of "My 
Diary" written by Dr. Stephen Czako,1 and on the basis of 
this comparative study has summarised the material contain
ed in the Diary relating to the demarcation of the present 
frontier between Czecho-Slovakia and Hungary, adding the

1 ,,How the Hungarian problem was created? Some authentie 
details o! the preliminary deliberations of the Treaty of Trianon", by 
Stephen Czako, LL. D.
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comments which he has considered necessary. At some 
period in the future the writer propose to deal with the 
material relating to the frontiers between Hungary and 
Rumania and Yugoslavia respectively: but he would note at 
the outset that owing to the insufficient space available in the 
Review for the purpose the object of his three articles will not 
by any means be to definitively close the discussion respecting 
the Trianon frontiers or to offer an exhaustive survey of the 
arguments supporting the Hungarian case, but rather to 
expand the question and enlist the attention of public opinion 
by presenting in a scientific and objective manner the mate
rial contained in the work written by David Hunter Miller.

I. Slovakia.
Chronologically speaking the first document published 

by David Hunter Miller which refers also to the question of 
the frontier between Hungary and Czecho-Slovakia is a draft 
prepared for the use of President Wilson by two Americans, 
Messrs. Cobb and Lippmann, on October 29th, 1919, — i. e. 
a day after the establishment of Czecho-Slovakia — , one 
passage of which informs the President that "the indepen
dence of Slovakia means the dismemberment of the north
western counties of Hungary".2 The importance of these 
words lies in the circumstance that they prove that on the 
one hand very influential Americans were not willing at that 
time to simply incorporate Slovakia in Czecho-Slovakia, and 
on the other hand that all that it was proposed to sever 
from Hungary at that time was the northwestern Slovak 
counties, and not — as was done later on — the northeastern 
counties, i. e. the territory lying to the east of the Csorba 
(Strba) watershed, inclusive of the High Tatra.

The question of Slovakia was broached at the Peace 
Conference for the first time during the afternoon of February 
5th, 1919, being then put before the Council of Ten, the 
Members of which were — as is well known — President 
Wilson and Mr. Lansing (U. S. A.), Mr. Lloyd George and 
Lord Balfour (Great Britain) MM. Clemenceau and Pichon 
(France), Signors Orlando and Sonnino (Italy) and Baron 3

3 D. H. Miller, op. cit., Vol. 2.,p. 77.
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Makino and M. Matsui (Japan). Dr. Benes, then Foreign 
Minister of Czecho-Slovakia, submitted exhaustive represen
tations in which he demanded the incorporation in the new 
State on ethnic grounds of both Slovakia and Bohemia and 
Moravia, as also of the former province of Austrian Silesia. 
After presenting the arguments which in his opinion justified 
the annexation to Czecho-Slovakia of the Sudeta German 
territory, Dr. Benes proceeded to deal with Slovakia, assert
ing that at a certain period in the past too Slovakia had 
formed part of the Czecho-Slovak State. Early in the tenth 
century, however, it had been conquered by the Magyars, 
who had nevertheless failed to magyarise the country. 
According to Dr. Benes the population of the country were 
Czechs in feeling and desired to be incorporated in the 
Czecho-Slovak State. The independence of Slovakia had 
never been even suggested; that being quite natural when 
one took into consideration the uniting force of a common 
language, common cultural connections and an identity of 
religion. The northern frontier of Slovakia was formed by 
the Carpathians and the southern frontier by the Danube; 
while between the point where the Danube turned south
wards and the Tisza the country was bounded by a frontier 
w'hich was partly natural and partly artificial. This territory 
naturally included also Magyars; that was a problem which 
it was left to the Conference to decide.®

It was therefore on an ethnic basis that Dr. Benes 
demanded the territory inhabited by Slovaks; and he en
deavoured to adduce historical arguments too in support of 
his case. But he did not shrink from at the same time de
manding the incorporation in the new State of the Hungarian 
(Magyar) territories of Upper Hungary —  on economic 
grounds!! Let us first investigate the soundness of his 
ethnic and historical arguments. Every one familiar with the 
history of the Danube Valley is well aware that until 1918 
there never had been such a thing as a Czecho-Slovak State. 
The Greater Slav Empire formed in the third part of the ninth 3

3 D. H. Miller, op. cit., Vol. 14, pp. 211 ff. The author here quotes 
in full Dr. Benes’s speech and the questions asked by Mr. Lloyd George 
and Signor Sonnino.
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century — after the collaps of the Avar Empire — under 
the rule of Svatopluk was not able to extend its sovereignty 
over the Bohemia of today until after the resistance of the 
Czech tribes had been overcome: that Svatopluk’s Empire was 
only very short-lived, remaining in existence for barely a 
quarter of a century; and when, at the close of the ninth 
century, the invasion of the Magyars broke it to pieces, the 
Czech tribes were the first to turn against Svatopluk's succes
sor's in order to regain their independence. Since that period 
there have never been any political connections whatsoever, 
not only between the Czechs and the Slovaks, but even bet
ween the Moravians and the Slovaks. The Slovak language is 
indeed related to that of the Czechs: though it is by no means 
certain that the two languages are very closely akin; indeed, 
there is an opinion — that voiced by Samuel Czambern, the 
greatest Slovak linguist, and supported by exceptionally 
weighty arguments — that the Slovak language is not a 
northern Slav language at all, but a southern Slav one like 
Serbian, Croatian, Bulgarian, Slovene etc. It is an in
disputable fact, however, that since the end of the eighteenth 
century — i. e. since the period when the modern nationality 
movement began to develop — the Slovak people has had 
an independent literary language of its own the linguistic 
divergences of which even the Czechs have utterly failed to 
bridge over.

To speak of religious identity is absurd. In the fifteenth 
century the Czech Hussite movement naturally made its 
effects felt on the neighbouring Slovaks, — as it did on the 
Hungarians too: but ever since the battle of Weissberg 
(1621) dealt Czech Protestantism its death-blow the religious 
development of the two peoples has followed absolutely 
divergent directions. About one-fifth of the Slovak people 
—  even despite the Counter-reformation — has succeeded 
in preserving its Protestantism, which is mainly Lutheran, 
though here and there in the east we find Calvinism; 
whereas the Czechs almost without exception became 
Roman Catholics, at least on paper. For, as contrasted with 
the profoundly religious disposition of the Slovak Catholics, 
a very large proportion of the Czech inhabitants of Bohemia 
only formally joined the Catholic Church, being anything
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but Catholics in their inner being. This mental disposition 
came particularly strongly to the surface after 1918, when 
as a consequence of the fall of the Catholic Habsburg dynasty 
almost half the Czech inhabitants of Bohemia formally too 
turned their backs on Catholicism, joining the Czecho-Slovak 
National Church — a strange combination of Hussite, Catholic 
and Greek Oriental elements that sprang into being after 
the collapse —  or perhaps declared themselves to belong ta 
no denomination or in some cases added to the number of 
the Czecho-Moravian Brothers. In the religious composition 
of the Slovak people, on the other hand, the political changes 
of 1918 made no difference at all; the Slovaks remained all 
alike loyal to the Catholic or Protestant faith respectively of 
their fathers.

And this is one of the most deep-seated causes of the 
spiritual disharmony existing between the Czech and Slovak 
peoples.

The Czechs are rationalists, like the Germans with whom 
they have lived for centuries — and are still living — in 
symbiosis; whereas the Slovaks are of a romantic disposition, 
like the Hungarians (Magyars) with whom they lived in State 
union for centuries. The Czechs are realists and indeed 
materialists; while the Slovaks are idealists. Probably no 
greater spiritual contrast between two neighbouring peoples 
is even conceivable than that existing between the Czechs 
and the Slovaks, a contrast which makes its effect felt also 
on the whole social and economic structure of the two 
peoples.

And in any case Slovakia has never been an independent 
political unit since the end of the ninth century. She formed 
part of the Hungarian Kingdom and had no independent 
organisation of her own within that kingdom, being divided 
into counties in exactly the same way as the other parts o f 
the country. Indeed, there was a period —  during the era 
of Turkish occupation (1541— 1686) — when the Slovakia o f 
today was actually the backbone of the Hungarian Kingdom, 
the territory inhabited by Slovaks being an impregnable 
stronghold of the Hungarian State idea defying all attempts 
made by the Turks to capture it. Consequently, until 191$ 
the history of the Slovak people coincided with that of the
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Hungarians (Magyars); whereas Bohemia was at first one 
of the — indeed, one of the principal — Electorates of the 
German-Roman Empire and later became one of the heredit
ary provinces of Austria. And their common history naturally 
developed a community of historical consciousness as be
tween the Slovak and Magyar peoples.

Seeing that down to 1918 Slovakia had never been an 
independent political unit, she had no frontiers of her own. 
The Carpathians were the frontier of Hungary, not of 
Slovakia. The Danube had never since the establishment of 
the Hungarian State constituted a boundary either between 
the two provinces or indeed between the two peoples 
(Slovaks and Magyars). The language frontier lies much 
farther north of the Danube, — being today slightly less 
inland than three or four centuries ago. It is a historical 
fact evidenced also by the works of the Russian scholar 
Petrov — of a man who cannot therefore be suspected of 
prepossession in favour of the Magyars — that since the 
eighteenth century the Slovak-Magyar language frontier has 
shifted southwards, —  a circumstance proving therefore that 
the Slovaks made headway at the expense of the Magyars, 
and not vice-versa. As to the question of the location of the 
Slovak settlements at the time of the occupation of the 
country by the Magyars, the scientific data at our disposal 
today do not enable us to ascertain the facts with certainty. 
But that there cannot have been many Slovaks living on the 
shores of the Danube, is shown, not only by the above circum
stances, but also by the fact that the inundation areas and 
marshes of the river were not drained until long after the 
Magyar occupation, so that these territories which are so 
fertile today had not been made habitable or cultivable until 
the Hungarians had long been masters of the country. And 
if what we are told by M. Chalupetzky, the eminent Czech 
historian, is true — viz. that the Central Slovakia of today 
was not settled until the thirteenth century, till when it was 
covered by gigantic forests, and that the eastern frontier 
of Slovak dam was the river Garam — , then we cannot surely 
speak seriously of any alleged frontier of Slovakia stretching 
from the bend in the Danube to the Tisza.

The reason why we have thought it necessary to give
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the above summary of familiar facts, is that we are anxious 
to supply this information for the benefit of those of our 
Anglo-Saxon readers who are not acquainted with the history 
of the peoples of the Danube Valley, It would be tactless 
on our part to presume that Dr, Benes is not familiar with 
these historical facts. That he nevertheless presented those 
facts to the Peace Conference in a different light, was a 
political move which out of respect for the dignified position 
he now holds we shall refrain from calling by its proper 
name.

,We regret infinitely that the Council of Ten was not 
in a position to have the facts submitted by the then Foreign 
Minister of Czecho-Slovakia checked by unbiassed students 
of Central European history. For in that case I doubt whether 
even Mr. Uoyd George would have so easily shelved the 
Slovak question. As it was, the British Prime Minister 
referring to what Dr. Benes had said, declared that there 
could be no doubt respecting the legitimate character of the 
demands of Slovakia and her inhabitants and their claim to 
independence. He believed therefore that it would suffice 
if Dr. Benes restricted his representations to points open to 
dispute. Thereby Mr, Lloyd George also consented to the 
severing from Hungary of the territories inhabited by 
Slovaks, —  that being equivalent to a tacit acquiescence in 
the incorporation of those territories in Czecho-Slovakia, al
though the idea of an independent Slovakia did not involve 
the idea of that country being handed over to the Czechs 
and it was quite easy to conceive of the said country forming 
a separate State unit. In answer to Mr. Lloyd George’s 
remarks Dr. Benes declared that there could be no disputing 
the question of the Danube as a political frontier, seeing 
that "it is a matter of principle". In his opinion Slovakia had 
always been a Danubian country. "At the time of the Magyar 
invasion the whole of Pannonia was in the possession of the 
Slovaks: but the Magyars drove the Slovak people up into 
the surrounding mountains and the neightbouring downs and 
after clearing the right bank of the Danube of the Slovaks 
came into direct contact with the Germans. On the left bank 
of the Danube, however, they did not completely exterminate 
the Slav population, which continued to live in these territor
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ies, although "they had become more or less magyarised"." 
"The rustic inhabitants of the right bank were Slovaks living 
in compact blocks. It was only certain higher zones that were 
penetrated for the most part by Magyar islands." According 
io Dr. Benes it was "a very cogent reason for the Danube 
frontier" that the Czecho-Slovak State would thus obtain 
free access to the sea, —  an issue which could only be en
sured by making the Danube international. That was, so to 
say, the foundation of Czecho-Slovakia’s economic existence 
and "a geographical necessity; and the new State could not 
survive without it” .

This last sentence was a frank admission that Czecho
slovakia needed the Danube and the northern shores inhabited 
by Magyars for economic reasons. We wonder whether this 
necessity could not have been satisfied by other means than 
the allotment of the Danube frontier? We would ask whether 
Bohemia was not a flourishing country in the Middle Ages 
— and later too —  without the Danube? Later on Mr. Lloyd 
George very practically asked "whether if the territories 
claimed declared themselves Magyar, free access to the 
international route of the Danube through the rivers of 
Slovakia, would satisfy Dr. Benes?" And then, when the 
latter replied that the rivers of Slovakia, with the exception 
of the Vag, were not navigable, Mr. Lloyd George asked 
whether it would be a satisfactory solution for Czecho
slovakia if free access to the sea were to be ensured by way 
of large railway junctions on the shores of the Danube?

As for the view expressed by Dr. Benes — a view not 
supported even by serious Czech scholars — to the effect 
that not only the left bank, but also the right bank, of the 
Danube (the Pannonia of Roman days) was inhabited by 
Slovaks prior to the coming of the Magyars, an answer will 
be found in what we have said above. And this question is 
not even of decisive importance. For if we continued to 
reason on the same lines, we should end in declaring that 
Lithuania, for instance, might claim East and West Prussia, 
and Greece demand the allotment to her of Sicily and South- 
East Italy, on the plea that at some time in the past those 
regions were inhabited by a people racially akin to the 
Lithuanians and by Hellenes respectively.
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The only question of decisive importance is whether in 
1918 the northern shore of the Danube was inhabited by 
Magyars (today still almost the only inhabitants of that 
region) or by Slovaks? Mr. Lloyd George and Signor Sonnino, 
Italian Foreign Minister, did in fact ask the Czech minister 
concerning the proportion of Slovaks living in that region.

Dr. Benes admitted that in the event of the annexation 
of the territories in question "Czecho-Slovakia would be 
compelled to absorb 350,000 Magyars". On the other hand, 
however, — so he said — , on the opposite shore of the 
Danube Slovak villages would be found which, though occurr
ing only sporadically, were many in number. In the villages in 
the vicinity of Budapest, for instance, — according to Dr. 
Benes —, "the number of Slovaks was estimated at no fewer 
than 150,000: but he was prepared to renounce these Slovaks 
"in compensation for the Hungarians absorbed". As for the 
disputed territory on the left shore of the Danube, in reply 
to a question addressed to him by Signor Sonnino, Dr. Benes 
declared the proportion of Slovaks to be roughly 60%, — 
though he added that it was extremely difficult to supply reli
able estimates, seeing that the population of the territories 
in question had never been subjected to a separate census 
survey.

He expressed the opinion that the Hungarian censuses 
were in any case worse even than the Austrian: for, though 
showing the presence of 250,000 Magyars, they completely 
ignored the existence of 350,000 Slovaks. In his opinion al
together only some 650,000 Magyars would become subjects 
of Czecho-Slovakia, while 450,000 "Czecho-Slovaks" would 
be left within the frontiers of Hungary. In any case — he 
asserted —  the Magyars openly declared that "the Slovaks 
were no human beings". Of the 2300 civil servants of Slovakia 
only some 17 were Slovaks, the latter supplying only 1 of 
the 1700 judges (magistrates) of that province and only 10 
of the inland revenue officers, — the result being that about 
one third of the Slovak people had been compelled to 
emigrate to the United States of North America. Many other 
Slovaks had settled in those parts of Hungary in which it 
was easier to earn a living. That was the origin of the Slovak 
islands that had sprung into existence in the vicinity of
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Budapest (roughly 90,000) and Debrecen respectively (roughly
80.000 souls in all).

When we investigate these data more closely, we at once 
become aware of the cajolery latent in this juggling with 
figures. In one place Dr. Benes spoke of there being roughly
150.000 Slovaks in the neighbourhood of Budapest; while in 
another place the number of the Slovak settlers in that 
region suddenly dwindled to only 90,000. In reality, how
ever, the total number of inhabitants living in the whole 
county of Pest-Pilis-Solt-Kiskun (the capital of which is 
Budapest) in 1930 was 1,006,184 and that of Slovaks only 
18,802, this latter number representing the proportion of 
Slovaks living in an area of 1,181,663 hectares stretching far 
beyond the confines of the Capital. The number of Slovaks 
living in the 21 villages situated in the environs of Budapest 
is altogether 2,757; that of the Slovaks living in the Capital 
itself 7,764.

Of the inhabitants of Debrecen (117,275 souls) only 96 
are Slovaks; while of the inhabitants of the County of Hajdti 
surrounding that city (178,523 souls) only 29 are Slovaks — 
not 80,000, as Dr. Benes asserted.

The aggregate number of Slovaks living in the territory 
of Dismembered Hungary is not, as Dr. Benes asserted,
450,000, but only 104,819. Czecho-Slovakia, on the other 
hand, took over 1,071,000 Magyars — according to the data 
of the 1910 Hungarian Census. Even the Czecho-Slovak 
Census of 1921 shows the presence in Czecho-Slovakia of 
738,517 Magyars; whereas the 1930 Czecho-Slovak Census 
records only 681,460 Magyars — for all the world as if the 
Hungarian mothers had not borne any children during the 
decennium in question. Yet even this latter figure offers 
sextuple compensation for the 100,000 Slovaks left in 
Hungary.

As against the assertion to the effect that even in the 
territory which is not pure Slovak the Slovaks represented 
60°/o of the population, it will suffice to cite the 1930 Czecho
slovak Census figures relating to the Magyar inhabitants of 
the hundreds situated along the Czecho-Hungarian frontier, 
— it being at the same time emphasised that the data of 
this Census have been found unreliable alike by the Magyars
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of Czecho-Slovakia and by the Czech University Professor 
Radi.

Yet even according to the data of this Census we find 
the proportion of Magyars

in the Dunaszerdahely district is 88.20 per cent
11 11 Ersekujvar yy y y 31.61 yy y y

i i 11 Feled y y yy 77.37 y y y y

i i 11 Galanta y y y y 61.97 y y y y

n 11 Kekko y y yy 31.05 yy i i

i i 11 Kiralyhelmec y y 11 78.88 y y 11

11 11 Komarom y y i i 82.93 y y y y

11 11 Korpona y y 11 36.38 y y y y

n 11 Leva y y y y 27.45 y y y y

i i 11 Losonc y y y y 25.83 y y yy

11 11 Nagykaapos y y y y 55.72 y y y y

i i 11 Ogyalla y v y y 70.13 y y y y

11 y y Parkany yy y y 81.55 yy y y

n y y Rozsnyo y y yy 35.05 y y y y

n y y Somor ja y y y y 76.93 i i y y

i i 11 Szepsi y y y y 56.28 i i y y

11 y y Tornalja y y y y 83.12 i i y y

i i y y Vagsellye y y y y 55.54 it y y

n 11 Verebely y y y y 25.71 i i y y

11 11 Zseliz 11 y y 79.94 i i y y

11 11 Beregszasz i i y y 71.33 i i y y

n yy Nagyszollos i i i i 21.31 y y y y

i i y y Ungvar i i 11 32.31 y y y y

From the above we can gauge the value of the statistical 
data submitted to the Council of Ten by the then Foreign 
Minister of Czecho-Slovakia. He would fain have us believe 
that the Slovaks had no opportunity to make any headway 
in public life: as against this assertion it will suffice to re
mind our readers that the Prince-Primate of Hungary and 
Archbishop of Hungary in 1919 was a Slovak, — John 
Csernoch — , who was appointed by King Francis Joseph 
to the highest ecclesiastical dignity of the country (which 
was at the same time a most important political position) on 
the nomination of the Hungarian Government. And, if Dr. 
Benes thought it in keeping with the seriousness of the Peace
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Conference to cite a Hungarian popular saying which is only 
used jokingly (the saying, when quoted in full, runs as 
follows: "cabbages are no food and a Slovak is no human 
being"), we may perhaps allow ourselves the liberty of 
reminding our English readers of all the jokes current about 
Scotchmen which do not however involve any serious political 
consequences. As for the emigration of the Slovaks, the 
natural explanation of which is to be found in the barrenness 
of the Slovak mountainous regions, there has been no 
decrease in this respect during the Czech regime either, 
despite the United States having after the end of the Great 
War considerably restricted immigration, having indeed sub
sequently stopped immigration altogether. The only difference 
between the Czech and the Magyar regime is —  as has been 
pointed out repeatedly by Monsignor Andrew Hlinka, the 
present leader of the Slovaks — that, whereas the Hungarian 
Government encouraged the development of industry in the 
mountainous regions inhabited by Slovaks, doing so at the 
expense of the pure Hungarian Lowlands, the Czech regime, 
in the interests of Czech industry, has practically destroyed 
that industry.

In the representations submitted by him on February 
5th., 1919, Dr. Benes however said something with which we 
fully agree. For he pointed out that in Slovakia the mountains 
open from the north southwards, the possibilities of commun
ication between West and East being on the other hand 
practically nil. The conclusion to be drawn from that fact 
was not, however, that the Danube and the Csallokoz and 
Kassa—Csap railway lines passing through pure Magyar 
territory should be allotted to Czecho-Slovakia (though that 
is what was actually done), but that Slovakia belongs geo
graphically to the mountain system of the Carpathians, not 
to that of the Sudetas, — in other words, that the union of 
Slovakia with the countries of the Crown of St, Wenceslas 
was in defiance of the laws of geo-politics.

By the Council of Ten the question of the Czecho-Slovak- 
Hungarian frontier was referred to the Czecho-Slovak Com
mittee. The President of this Committee was a Frenchman, 
M. Jules Cambon, its Vice-President an Italian, Signor 
Salvago. Raggi. The other Members of the Committee were
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Dr. Charles Seymour and Mr. Allen W. Dulles (U. S. A.), 
Sir Joseph Cock and Mr. Harold Nicolson (Great Britain), 
M. Laroche (France) and Signor Stranieri (Italy).

The report presented by the Committee was put before 
the Council of Foreign Ministers (Mr. Lansing, Lord Balfour, 
M. Pichon and Signor Sonnino) during the night of May 3rd. 
In terms of the report, which was approved unanimously, 
the new Czecho-Slovak State was to be given "a wide access” 
to the important international waterway of the Danube. There 
was indeed a proposal to the effect that the Csallokoz district 
should be left in the possession of Hungary in return for a 
bridge-head opposite Pozsony: but the proposal was un
animously rejected/ (The ''Csallokoz” or, to give it its 
German name, the "GroBschutt", is an extensive island in 
the Danube just below Pozsony [Bratislava], the present 
Capital of Slovakia. The suburb of Pozsony on the right bank 
of the Danube —  Ligetfalu or Petezalka — was also allotted 
to Czecho-Slovakia by the Treaty of Trianon).

The report tells us that Mr. Lansing for a long time 
strove to prevent the allottment to the Czechs of the Csallo
koz; but he was prevailed upon to withdraw. He asked 
whether the population of that district was Magyar, the 
reason prompting him to ascertain the answer to that question 
being that under decision taken by the Czecho-Slovak and 
Rumanian Committees altogether some 2,000,000 Magyars 
had already been subjected to a foreign rule in those States.5 
M. Laroche, the French rapporteur of the Committee, replied 
to Mr. Lansing's question to the effect that the population 
of the Csallokoz was partly Magyar and partly German, but 
that this territory was ''closely connected" with the Czecho
slovak hinterland, adding that the population of the district 
desired to maintain a connection with the Czecho-Slovak 
State in order to be able to defend its economic interests. 
And — so he said — the Czechs had in any case so con
siderably reduced the extent of their demands that the 
number of Magyars incorporated in Czecho-Slovakia would 
be only 855,000 instead of 1,300,000, while on the other hand

* See Miller, op. cit., Vol. 16, p. 230.
5 Ibid.
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—  according to what Dr. Benes had told them — 638,000 
Slovaks would be left in Hungary; though he believed that 
figure to be exaggerated, M. Laroche nevertheless declared 
that the number of Slovaks in Hungary would be a very 
considerable one, and in any case Dr. Benes had guaranteed 
that the Magyar minority would be treated well.6 7 Mr. Lansing 
not raising any objection, the Council of Foreign Ministers 
approved the report. That was at 11.25 p. m. Four days 
later, on May 12th., the Council of Four (Wilson, Lloyd 
George, Clemenceau, Orlando) also discussed the report, 
which it accepted en bloc after short representations had 
been submitted by M. Tardieu, the French rapporteur.''

In this the decisive role was played by M. Laroche, 
whose arguments were not one whit better founded than were 
those of Dr. Benes. First of all, let us take the statistical 
data given by M. Laroche. These are certainly nearer the 
truth than those of Dr. Benes: for after all he acknowledges 
the incorporation of 855,000 Magyars (instead of 1,071,000, 
the actual number of Magyars transferred), as against the 
number of 650,000 cited by Dr. Benes. It is interesting to note 
that in the meantime the number of Slovaks living in Hungary 
had been increased by the Czechs; for, instead of the 450,000 
Slovaks referred to by Dr. Benes on February 5th., M. La
roche estimates the number of Slovaks in Hungary at 638,000
— though in reality they numbered only 104,000. In other 
points, on the other hand, M. Laroche outbid even the Czechs. 
He declared that the Csallokoz was inhabited by Magyars 
and Germans, — thus making that district figure as one 
with a mixed population —, though even according to the 
data of the 1930 Czecho-Slovak Census there is only one 
single village (Forev — Oberufer) with a German majority, 
the total number of inhabitants being 1888. Indeed, M. La
roche went farther still and asserted that the inhabitants of 
the Csallokoz — i. e. the Magyars living in that district —  
desired for economic reasons to be incorporated in Czecho- 
Sloavkia.8 This assertion exceeded in deliberate misre

6 Ibid.
7 Ibid., p. 229.
8 See Miller, op. cit., Vol. 17, pp. 229— 21 and Vol. 18, pp. 97—98-
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presentation even the misstatements already referred to: 
and, as we shall see, was based also upon one-sided Czech 
information. Another point worth noting is M. Laroche's re
ference to the "good treatment" to be meted out to the 
Magyar minority; for that reference in itself shows that 
minority protection was a sine qua non of the allotment of 
territories. We know, however, that Czecho-Slovakia was 
at that time already engaged in ruthelessly oppressing and 
suppressing the Magyars incorporated in that country.

As already stated, according to the evidence of the 
report of the Czecho-Slovak Committee a proposal was sub
mitted to the effect that in return for a bridge-head opposite 
Pozsony (Bratislava) the Csallokoz district should be left 
in the possession of Hungary, — though the proposal was 
unanimously rejected. The proposal in question originated 
from General Smuts, the eminent South African.

According to a note made by General Smuts on April 
9th., 1919, the South African statesman had two days pre
viously had a conversation with M. Masaryk; the question 
at issue being whether under the treaty of armistice the 
northern shore of the Danube, from Pozsony (Bratislava) to 
Komarom (Komarno), should be occupied by Czecho-Slovak 
troops, General Smuts explained to M. Masaryk the un
desirability of such a measure in view of the territory in 
question being inhabited by a purely Magyar population. M. 
Thomas G. Masaryk —  so runs General Smuts's note — 
"agreed with me and said he would prefer a solution pushing 
the Czecho-Slovak frontier farther north and leaving the 
ethnically Magyar territory in the possession of Hungary” , 
— though only on condition of Czecho-Slovakia in return 
receiving "a small strip of Hungarian territory south of the 
Danube at Pressburg towards Parndorf” the inhabitants of 
which were rather Germans or Croatians than Magyars. 
Such a solution would ensure Czecho-Slovakia the advantage 
of being able to have harbours and docks of her own on both 
sides of the Danube. In reality, however, this was also merely 
a move undertaken with the object of securing a Yugoslav-
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Czecho-Slovak corridor. General Smuts thought this solution 
advantageous to Czecho-Slovakia, in view of the fact that 
the incorporation of an additional 400—500,000 Magyars 
would not only be a breach of the nationality principle, but 
would involve a serious problem for the young State which 
had in any case a German minority numbering several 
millions.

The proposal — as already stated — came before the 
Council of Foreign Ministers, where M. Laroche, referring 
to the explanations submitted in writing too by Dr. Benes, 
asserted that according to M. Masaryk General Smuts had 
misunderstood the latter’s words. For — so he alleged — 
M. Masaryk had only said that there were people in Czecho
slovakia in favour of this solution, but that he did not 
approve of it, seeing that Czecho-Slovakia needed free 
navigation on the Danube. And —  so it was alleged — a 
deputation of the inhabitants of the Csallokoz had begged 
M. Masaryk to have the territory incorporated in Czecho
slovakia, for all the corn grown in the territory was carried 
to Bohemia, not to Hungary.® Finally, the Council referred 
General Smuts's letter to the Czecho-Slovak Committee for 
investigation. The Committee — as we have seen — rejected 
the proposal unanimously.

This episode is extremely characteristic: for this was 
the first occasion on which recourse was had to the method 
repeated so often subsequently of Dr. Benes speaking of 
generous statements made by M. Masaryk as having been 
"misunderstood” and roundly denying them. This is what 
happend also in the cases of the interviews given to Messrs. 
Palyi, Rajniss and Newman-Poison, which put into the mouth 
of M. Masaryk a statement to the effect that he was prepared 
to restore certain territories inhabited by Magyars. We can
not doubt the good faith of General Smuts, particularly in 
view of the fact that to a deputation of the University of 
Pozsony, which was later on, despite the President’s promise, 
Czechised, Masaryk stated that the Csallokoz had been an
nexed to Czecho-Slovakia — against his (Dr. Masaryk's) 
express wish — in reality for strategic reasons and by desire 9

9 See Miller, op. cit., Vol. 17, p. 217.
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of Marshal Foch. Nor indeed can we suspect the gentlemen 
in that deputation of having put into the mouth of the first 
President and founder of the Czecho-Slovak Republic a false 
statement: for, apart from other things, each several version 
of that statement tallies with each other version exactly in 
its every detail.

As for that part of Dr. Benes’s dementi which asserts 
that Magyars from the Csallokoz begged Dr. Masaryk to 
have their native district annexed to Czecho-Slovakia, we 
have no choice but to describe this assertion as a mere inven
tion until we are told by competent Czecho-Slovak quarters 
who the individuals alleged to have appealed to Dr. 
Masaryk with a request to that effect were? The parlia
mentary representatives of the Magyars of Czecho-Slovakia 
have on innumerable occasions declared that their people 
were incorporated in the Czecho-Slovak State without their 
wishes being consulted and indeed against their will, the 
measure being carried out in defiance of the principle of 
self-determination of the Magyars in the Csallokoz, who form 
a very considerable and very valuable section of the Magyar 
minority of Czecho-Slovakia. In 1919, behind the padded 
doors of the Peace Conference, Dr. Benes and M. Laroche 
were not running any risk in asserting what they liked; for 
there was no one to check their assertion. May be, indeed that 
they were convinced the world would never hear of their as
sertions. But they were mistaken. David Hunter Millers' sense 
of responsibility impelled him to reveal the minutest details 
of the Paris negotiations; and —  though rather late in the day 
— we have nevertheless found out the secrets of the methods 
employed to sever from our country the Magyars of the 
Csallokoz and of other parts of Upper Hungary. Now that 
familiarity with David Hunter Miller's "Diary” has at last 
enabled us to combat the assertions put forward by the 
Czechs, we consider it our duty to call upon the Czecho
slovak Government to supply evidence in support of the 
above assertion made by the Czecho-Slovak Head of State, 
unless it is prepared to face the contempt of international 
public opinion.
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We have now explained and reduced to their real value 
the statements made at the Paris Peace Conference —  first 
by Dr. Benes before the Council of Ten, and then by M. 
Laroche before the Council of Foreign Ministers —  with the 
object of securing for Czecho-Slovakia the latter province 
inhabited by Magyars. We have seen that the statements 
made by these gentlemen were in general accepted without 
demur and that on the basis of those statements it was re
solved — practically without discussion —  to sever from 
Hungary the greater part of Slovakia and transfer the same 
to Czecho-Slovakia, It was only when the discussion turned 
on the territories of present-day Slovakia which are inhabited 
by Magyars that certain doubts arose as to the authenticity 
of those statements. At the meeting of the Council of Ten 
Mr. Lloyd George and Signor Sonnino did actually ask for 
information as to the proportion of Slovak inhabitans in the 
"disputed” territory; but they were soon disarmed by the 
untrue declaration made by Dr. Benes to the effect that the 
proportion of Slovaks in that territory was 60%. At a meet
ing of the Council of Foreign Ministers — three months 
later — Mr. Lansing once more returned to the question, 
though he did not bother much about it, though even the 
French rapporteur, M. Laroche, was compelled to admit that 
there were no Slovaks living in the Csallokoz district, only 
Magyars and Germans. As against this assertion, however, 
we have shown that in the whole Csallokoz district there 
is only a single village with a German majority, the others 
being all Magyar. As for the other territories inhabited by 
Magyars, the Council of Foreign Ministers simply ignored 
the question, the most that was done being here and there 
to touch on a matter of detail (e. g. the station at Ipolyvisk); 
but in this connection too the statements made by the Czechs 
were accepted without demur.

There was only one man whose sense of justice and 
infallible political instinct inspired him to protest — in a 
memorandum addressed to the Peace Conference —  against 
the severance from Hungary of the Csallokoz. This was 
General Smuts, who — quoting the views of M. Thomas G. 
Masaryk, which coincided with his —  established the fact that 
the annexation of that territory to Czecho-Slovakia was not
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in the interests even of the latter State itself. But Dr. Benes 
and M. Laroche without hesitation gave this eminent soldier 
the lie.

Since then it has been amply proved that General 
Smuts's misgivings were fully justified. During a period 
lasting already almost two decades Czecho-Slovakia has 
failed to digest the minorities — which in reality form the 
majority of the population of the country — , and has failed 
to win the sympathies even of the Slovaks. And to-day — 
far sooner than could have been expected — there looms 
large before us the gloomy warning uttered by Mr. Lloyd 
George: "The new map of Europe must not be so drawn as 
lo leave cause for disputations which would eventually drag 
Europe into a new war".10

These words were spoken by the British statesman when 
Czecho-Slovakia first accused Hungary of conspiring with 
the Germans and the Austrians for the purpose of recover
ing Slovakia by force of arms, demanding the application 
against Hungary of measures which Mr. Lansing compared 
to the retaliatory measures against Serbia demanded by the 
Habsburg Monarchy in 1914. This was in April, 1919; and 
ever since then — led by Prague — the Little Entente has 
been busy continually forging charges of the kind and urging 
the application of similar measures against disarmed Hun
gary. On the same occasion Mr. Lloyd George also reproach
ed Czecho-Slovakia with claiming territories containing 40% 
of Magyars and expressed the opinion that the reason why 
the Allies had met this demand was to do justice. This re
proach should be borne well in mind, particularly as evidence 
that the then Prime Minister of Great Britain had not yet 
approved of the severance from Hungary of territories con
taining only 40% of Magyars. Nevertheless, pure Magyar 
areas of the former counties of Pozsony, Gyor, Komarom, 
Nyitra, Bars, Nograd, Gomor, Abauj, Zemplen, Ung, Bereg 
and Ugocsa were eventually severed from Hungary. Mr. Lloyd 
George fully credited the statements made by Dr. Benes on 
February 5th, 1919, while the contradictory statements made 
by M. Laroche on May 8th were addressed to an audience not

10 See Miller, op. cit., vol. 17, p. 317.
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including Mr. Lloyd George. Mr. Lansing would appear to 
have in the meantime forgotten what had been said pre
viously.

These events must convince unbiassed readers that at 
any rate the sections of Slovakia inhabited by Magyars were 
allotted to Czecho-Slovakia by the Peace Conference simply 
because it was not aware of their pure Magyar character, 
as it believed the statements to the contrary submitted to it,
— in other words, because it was simply misled. The Hun
garian nation will never tire of reminding the world of this 
circumstance; for that nation believes in human honesty and 
is convinced that the Western Great Powers thus cajoled in 
Paris will repair the wrong done by them simply because
— not being used to oriental methods of the kind — they 
did not exercise sufficient circumspection in checking the 
false figures and data submitted to them.

(To be continued.)
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ENGLISH AND HUNGARIAN COMRADES-IN- 
ARMS DURING THE NAPOLEONIC WARS

he first allied war against France which lasted from
1792 till 1796 and was the outcome of the revolution
in France, induced the Emperor Francis to conclude an 

alliance with Prussia and despatch troops to Belgium, 
then under Austrian rule. Austria sent an army of 34.000 
men to the upper reaches of the Rhine. The united Austro- 
Prussian forces were under the supreme command of the 
Duke of Braunschweig, while Count Dagobert Wurmser, a 
general of the cavalry was the commander of the Austrian 
army. General Wurmser, although subordinate to the Duke 
of Braunschweig, had authority to engage in independent 
military operations. Part of his army consisted of three 
hussar regiments in which Baron Andrew Szentkereszty and 
his two brothers served.

It was this Baron Andrew Szentkereszty who in this 
war by an act of heroism laid the foundations of an Anglo- 
Hungarian comradeship-in-arms. A  lietuenant-colonel in the 
campaign of 1793, he distinguished himself so greatly by his 
bravery at the taking of Bienwald, at Landau and on the 
Lanterberg lines that his commander-in-chief, General Wurm
ser, personally wrote to the Emperor praising him and 
recommending him for honours. He did not, however, receive 
the Order of Maria Theresia at that time, but was promoted 
out of turn to the rank of colonel and given the command 
of the 2nd regiment of hussars in recognition of his merits.

On 24th March 1794 Lietunent-General Otto, commander- 
in-chief of all the cavalry regiments in the army, attached 
2 squadrons of the English 15th Light Cavalry Brigade to 
Szentkereszty's troops and entrusted the latter with a special 
mission which Szentkereszty executed at Villiers en Couchies 
with such brilliant and typically Hungarian cavalry tactics
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that with 600 cavalrymen he routed a French army of 12.000, 
most of whom — to quote Lieutenant-General Otto’s com
mendatory despatch sent next day to Szentkereszty —  were 
"hacked to pieces".

Nor was mention of the English troopers and their 
officers omitted in this commendatory despatch. Of them 
Lieutenant-General Otto wrote that they had fought with 
zeal and self-sacrifice and he would see to it that those in 
high places were apprised of the fact. He also promised that 
as soon as he received the money for the cannon, horses and 
other military equipment captured in the battle from the 
Duke, he would divide it among the Hungarian and English 
troopers.

To Szentkereszty he wrote in the same despatch: —  "On 
my honour as a Knight of the Order of Maria Theresia I 
promise you shall receive a distinction.”

As a token of gratitude for this splendid victory the 
Emperor of Austria had a special war medal struck for the 
English officers, bearing an inscription stating it was to 
commemorate the battle fought on 24th March 1794 at 
Villiers en Couchies. Later, on 7th November 1800, each of 
the English officers, eight in number, received the Cross of 
the Order of Maria Theresia and the title of Baron of the 
German Empire. The names of these eight officers of the 
15th Light Brigade in order of rank were as follows: Captains 
Aylett, Pocklingen and Ryan; Lieutenants Calcraft and Kier 
and Colour-Sergeants Butler, Blunt and Wilson.

On the strength of General Wurmser's and Lieutenant- 
General Otto's commendatory despatches Szentkereszty 
applied for the Cross of the Order of Maria Theresia, but 
for some inexplicable reason he did not receive it. In 1936 
his descendants addressed an inquiry to the headquarters 
of the Order asking why just the commander had been re
fused the Cross, but the only information headquarters could 
supply was that twenty members had cast their votes, seven 
for, and thirteen against conferring this distinction on Szent
kereszty and that Wurmser and Otto, despite the fact that 
they themselves had written the most laudatory reports of 
his conduct, were among the thirteen — a matter not to be 
understood.
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The refusal must have been a sore disappointment to 
the self-sacrificing, valiant soldier, but a certain measure of 
compensation was afforded by the English officers under his 
command, for their letters to him breathe affection, nay 
devotion, and they even sent him a sword of honour by an 
officer of the name of Nisam, who handed it over to Szent
kereszty in Vienna.

Here let some extracts from the letters of the English 
officers serve as documentary evidence. They supply proof 
positive that Szentkereszty was commander of the troops in 
the victorious battle and that the English cavalry officers 
were subordinate to him. This is of importance because the 
history of the then 15th Light Brigade, which contains a 
fairly detailed account of the battle, omits to state that 
Colonel Szentkereszty was commander and merely mentions 
that he was "the officer of highest rank" in that section.

The English translation of the French letter written to 
Colonel Szentkereszty by Captain Pocklingen runs as 
follows:

London, 24th April, 1796.
"My dear Colonel,
"I was extremely pleased to learn from Captain Ryan 

that you are in good health amidst the cares and fatigues 
of a glorious campaign for the armies of Austria. This 
good news has freed me from the concern I felt for your 
condition. Of a truth it is only men of your merits who 
know the amount of action and labour your position 
entails, and fortunate is he whose body and spirit do not 
falter under duty so arduous.

"I and all the officers who had the honour to serve 
under you await with a lively impatience the pleasure of 
seeing you in England and trust that peace will bring the 
fulfilment of this wish and at the same time put a stop 
to all the horrors of war and the abominations committed 
by men whom the unfortunate habit of bathing in blood 
makes daily more and more ferocious. No doubt the date 
of my letter will recall to your memory the 24th of April 
1794, a glorious day for you and for those whom with 
genius and courage you led to a victory which in our
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hearts gave birth to sentiments that nothing can ever 
efface.

"Allow me to congratulate you on your obtaining 
the Cross of Merit graciously conferred on you by His 
Majesty the Emperor in recognition of your eminent 
services on that great day. We also flatter ourselves that 
we shall receive this inestimable mark of his graciousness, 
which would satisfy our highest ambitions. We rely on 
your kindness in this matter, the success of which would 
be an inestimable advantage for us. I and the rest of the 
officers lay our affection, admiration and respect at your 
feet. . ."

The following passage is an extract from Captain Ryan's 
letter in French to Colonel Szentkereszty:

Braydon, 24th April, 1796.
", . . All the officers of the regiment greatly desire to 

see you here. It has long been our intention to present you 
with a sword, as a fitting souvenir of the brilliant action 
at Villiers en Couchies, where as commander you acom- 
plished incredible things. Now, fortunately, an occasion of 
doing so presents itself . . . My dear friend, this day fills 
my heart with great joy. We arranged a grand banquet to 
celebrate it and drank full glasses to your health and 
success. . . "

Lieutenant Nisam carried the sword to Vienna and 
presented it to Szentkereszty, who later on — after his 
retirement from active service —  gave it in keeping to the 
Reformed Church College in Marosvasarhely. On 29th June 
1805 the College took possession of the sword amidst im
pressive ceremonies. The official speech on this occasion 
was delivered by the teacher of religion, the Rev. John 
Tompa de Kis Boroznya, who spoke of Szentkereszty as a 
Christian commander and extolled him both as such and as 
a man of grateful heart. This speech, which is a veritable 
gem of oratory contains the following passage: — "It is but 
meet that in the first place I should make mention of a 
Nation's gratitude. It is of you, generous sons of Britain, 
I speak! Of you, whose appreciation of worth is not con-
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fined to one nation or one country, but who recognize it and 
reward it wherever it is to be found! It was not enough that 
on every 24th of April, the anniversary of that famous day, 
you commemorated the brilliant victory with a banquet, 
drinking to his (Szentkereszty's) health and success. You 
also, the English officers who served under this Hungarian 
commander when he broke the strength of the enemy in 
1794, ordered a valuable sword to be made and sent it as a 
memento to Baron Andrew Szentkereszty in Vienna. And 
it would seem as if grateful England did not consider even 
this enough . . . "

The sword of honour is still guarded in the little 
museum of the secondary school in Marosvasarhely, but, 
alas! Marosvasarhely no longer belongs to Hungary. If the 
eight English officers but knew that Transylvania, the home 
of Andrew Szentkereszty, their brave comrade and beloved 
commander, had been torn away from us, surely their 
slumber in British soil would be a less peaceful one. Perhaps 
—  who knows — they might even rise from their tombs to 
restore the English sword of honour to Hungary?

— y —
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To our readers.

The Danubian Review now appears in a new form. The form 
alone is different, the review remains the same. The Danubian 
Review will continue to be the same organ of impartial informa
tion and explanation as it has always been. The soul, the goals 
and the methods of persuasion of our periodical remain un
changed.

We would like to see the new form receiving the approval 
of our readers. It was our desire that a more attractive and easily 
managable paper should be placed at the disposal of our readers.

The fair presentation of truth by fair means of explanation 
has always been and will always be the strength of our periodical. 
The Danubian Review is designed to throw full light upon a 
special area of problems deserving world-wide interest but in
adequately known to the public of the English speaking countries. 
We are anxious to discharge this duty with the utmost care of 
impartiality and reliability so that the picture which may be 
drawn from our objective presentation of facts, should be a 
reliable description of conditions in Central Europe.

It is a matter for pride that the reliability of facts and 
information published in the Danubian Review has never been 
questioned and none of our data has ever been contradicted. Our 
political conclusions are thus based on the firm foundation of 
irrefutable facts.

It is our profound conviction that we are discharging an 
indispensable duty when we are making our readers familiar with 
the vital problems of Central Europe and this we do with fair, 
scientifically safe and absolutely impartial methods. Without a 
sound and reliable knowledge of conditions in this part of the 
world, the solution of the increasingly serious problem of Central 
Europe can not even be contemplated. An absolutely impartial 
and factual presentation of conditions is the Hungarian way of 
spreading the knowledge of Central European affairs throughout 
the world.

It is our unshakable conviction that the victory of justice 
can be obtained only through a clear presentation of truth. We 
have never departed and shall never depart from our methods 
of fairness, from fighting with exclusively fair weapons and from 
explaining the truth — and nothing but the truth. Justice through 
truth — this is our device and this is our programme.
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HUNGARY'S PEACEFUL ASPIRATIONS IN THE FIELD OF 
INTERNATIONAL POLITICS

The path of Hungarian foreign politics proceeds in a straight 
line towards its goal —  the readjustment of Central Europe. In 
her endeavour to reach it, Hungary has relied, and will continue 
to rely, on the moral forces born of a sense of the cruel injustice 
and serious wrongs done to the country; for wrongs and in
justices have always been primary operative factors in bringing 
about changes of fortune in the lives of the nations.

The fact that the former, thousand-year-old, historical king
dom of Hungary was dismembered and deprived of three-fourths 
of her area and two-thirds of her population is in itself suffi
cient reason why the conscience of the nations should awake 
and compel them to see that reparation is made for the injustice 
done. But apart from the tragedy that has overtaken Hungary, 
which has actually deprived the State of almost every sine qua 
non of existence, there is the tragedy of the three and a half 
million Hungarians forced to live under alien rule. The 
treatment meted out to the Hungarian minorities in the Success
ion States —  especially in the territories under Rumanian rule, 
where we ajre reminded of the darkest days of medieval inquisi
tion —  has almost gone beyond the point of being conceivable 
by those to whom liberty and the blessings of western civili
sation are a matter of course. As a phenomenon it is one of 
the most appalling symptoms of the morbid psychosis of post
war times. Now that the Hungarians have been ousted from all 
posts in the civil service and public offices, the same tendency 
to deprive the non-official classes of employment (the pro
fessional as well as the working classes) finds expression in the 
acts of the authorities. If matters continue as at present and 
neither the League of Nations, which, after all, is supposed to 
be the great protector of minorities, nor the Great Powers inter
fere (Mr. Eden's recent statements encourage us to hope for the 
best), then nothing is left for the Hungarians of Transylvania 
but to starve. After all, the Great Powers guaranteed the treaties 
in which the rights of the minorities were internationally codi
fied, and Hungary will lose no opportunity of emphatically
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reminding the Powers of their moral obligation in the matter.
1 his is the second moral force upon which Hungarian foreign 
policy relies.

The third arises from the situation in which Hungary finds 
herself from the point of view of military equality between her
self and the victorious States and of political sovereignty in gen
eral. Seventeen years after the conclusion of peace Hungary's 
endeavour to attain equality is still being rigidly opposed by the 
Little Entente States, or at the best regarded as something for 
which so-called compensation must be paid. But what compen
sation has poor disarmed Hungary to offer —  if there can be 
any question of compensation at all —  in exchange for the 
..generosity” of the Little Entente, should the latter perchance 
at last prove willing to recognize Hungary's most elementary title 
to security and self-defence?

The threefold aims of Hungarian foreign policy proceed from 
the above. They clearly are:

1. Peaceful territorial revision. There is a clearly and ex
plicitly worded Hungarian thesis well known to the Succession 
States. It is that Hungary, on the nationality principle, demands 
the restoration without any separate procedure of the essentially 
Hungarian territories geographically connected with present-day 
dismembered Hungary and, in the spirit of the Covenant of the 
League of Nations, a plebiscite controlled by neutral States in 
the territories inhabited by mixed races. These demands are in 
complete harmony with the Wilsonian principles, for the question 
is one of territories the inhabitants of which had no opportunity 
to express their own will in the matter at the time when the 
change of imperium was effected.

2. Full recognition and the application in practice of the 
rights guaranteed to the minorities in the Peace Treaties.

3. Unconditional recognition of Hungary's political sover
eignty and military equality.

Where these aims are in question there is no difference of 
opinion between the various Parliamentary parties or the different 
soical classes. The whole nation is imbued with a collective desire 
to see them attained and realized as soon as possible. This 
desire was expresed, if in different ways, by all the speakers 
on questions of foreign policy during the recent debate on the 
Budget in the Hungarian Parliament. It was stated in the 
speeches of the Social Democrats, as well as in those of Count 
Bethlen and M. Tibor Eckhardt, leaders of the Opposition and 
of the Premier, M. Coloman Daranyi. But more than a mere 
unanimity of opinion on the question of the principles of Hun
gary's foreign policy was clearly and convincingly proved: it was 
shown that in her peaceful endeavours to achieve her great histor
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ical aspirations Hungary wished to rely solely on moral forces 
and looks to the triumph of justice and a more reasonable frame 
of mind for the fulfilment of her modest and moderate demands. 
For this reason Hungary disapproves of blocs  and definitely 
refuses to consider the idea of any kind of military alliance and 
similar agreements.

Hungary is well aware that it would not serve her interests 
to pursue a policy of alliances, since a military alliance implies 
a legal obligation which even in her present desperate situation 
would force her to sacrifice the remaining strength of the dis
membered country. Hungary's military position today greatly 
resembles that of Belgium or the role played by Galicia before 
the war. Were Pan-German and Pan-Slav forces to meet here 
a race would begin for the ridges of the Carpathians. When here, 
on the plain between the Danube and the Tisza, we strive to 
defend Hungarian life, Hungarian independence and Hungarian 
liberty, we are doing a service to Europe as a whole, for there 
will be no peace in Europe if the forces of Pan-Germanism or 
Pan-Slavism manage to get a foothold in this country. The 
balance of power in Europe depends on Hungary remaining a 
free and independent country and never becoming the tool of 
any Great Power. This is important for Hungary, but no less 
so for Europe. W e believe that we have at last been successful 
in convincing the world that all we want is to live on good 
terms with everybody and serve with treaties of friendship the 
interests of those who through a peaceful process of evolution 
desire to restore Europe's lost political, economic, and let us 
add, spiritual equilibrium.

Hungary is fortunate in that her interests do not clash with 
those of any European Great Power. Hungary makes no demands 
on any of them and there is no reason why the Hungarian nation 
should not live in peace and friendship with all of them.

There is no need for us to seek various orientations: our 
position clearly defines our tasks. Hungary is a component, an 
indispensable, centrally situated part of Central Europe. Hun
gary's place is in Central Europe; her policy therefore must be 
a Central European policy. The edifice of peace cannot be built 
on injustice. W e can look the world calmly in the face and say 
that though for nearly two decades we have languished under 
the lot imposed upon us by Trianon, little Hungary has 
never imperilled the peace of Europe. Hungarian policy is merely 
a continuation of the thousand-year-old Hungarian way of think
ing, which for Europe has always signified the defence of all 
Christian cultural values against the enemies of liberty and 
civilization.

— y —
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DR. LLEWELLYN JONES ON THE REVISION OF 
PEACE TREATIES

Dr. F. Llewellyn Jones, formerly Member of the British 
Parliament, who has frequently visited Hungary in the last few 
years, arrived in Budapest at the end of May accompanied 
by his daughter. They were given a very hearty reception in 
various towns and villages, such as Budapest, Cegl6d, Saros- 
patak, Vacduka, etc. At Sarospatak Dr. Llewellyn Jones visited 
the ancient Protestant Theological College and the English 
Boarding School attached to it. Dr. Llewellyn Jones declared 
that he considered the Boarding School an excellent connecting 
link between England and Hungary. As a counterpart to this 
institution, he stated, a chair for Hungarian Literature and 
Language would soon be established in the University of London. 
He was convinced from his own personal experience, he said, 
that Hungary's neighbours did not observe the obligations under
taken by them in the peace treaties with regard to the rights of 
the minorities. Justice must be done to Hungary: not only 
because it is a historic necessity, not only because the Treaty of 
Trianon is a bilateral agreement and if the Succession States wish 
to enjoy their privileges they must also fulfil their obligations; 
but because until the question of minority rights arrives at a 
satisfactory settlement it will never cease to aggravate the al
ready burning wound on Europe’s body; without the safeguarding 
of minority rights, therefore, it is impossible to hope for the 
stabilization of European peace.

In his lecture given to the Hungarian Society for Foreign 
Affairs Dr. Llewellyn Jones pointed out the following facts:

"There is a striking similarity between England and Hun
gary”, he said. "W e all know King Stephen's (St. Stephen of 
Hungary) "Admonitions" to his son Prince Emeric, in which he 
expresses his view that every country with only one language 
and the same habits must necessarily be weak and frail. At first 
hearing this statement sounds like a paradox, for it makes us 
ask: why should a country of divers languages and habits be 
strong and powerful? Yet the British Empire is a living proof 
of the correctness of this paradox.

"What is the British Empire or, as it is now called, the 
British Commonwealth of Nations? It is not easy to express. It 
is neither a political unit like Hungary, nor is it a union of 
states like the U. S. A. Its idea is not put down in the form of 
law, and this state of affairs will be best understood in Hungary 
where, just like in England, custom so frequently plays the same 
part as law. The British Commonwealth is a "sui generis" forma
tion which may not be compared to any other form of 
government."
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Referring to the question of revision Dr. Llewellyn Jones
said:

"This is not the first time I have expressed my opinion on 
the importance of the revision of the Treaty of Trianon. In doing 
so once more I also express my opinion that in addition to the 
revision of the Treaty of Trianon it is most necessary to revise 
the Treaty of Versailles as well, especially with regard to that 
part which has deprived Germany of her colonies. I am firmly 
convinced that Germany ought to be allowed to find room for 
her surplus of population." __  _

UNVEILING OF LORD ROTHERMERE TABLET IN BUDAPEST

On June 20th. the Hungarian Frontier Re-adjustment League 
unveiled the Lord Rothermere Tablet presented by Dr. Otto 
Legrady, Editor-in-chief of the ,,Pesti Hirlap” which has been 
placed on the wall of No. 2 Rothermere-utca for the purpose of 
recording the reasons why that street has been named after 
Lord Rothermere. The Tablet contains the following inscription:

„Rothermere-utca.
Harold Sidney Harmsworth

Viscount Rothermere
This worthy son of Great Britain in the days of mourning 
for Trianon raised his voice, heard far and wide throughout 
the world, against the treaty of peace which had dismem
bered the thousand-year-old kingdom of Hungary and had 
subjected millions of Hungarians to a foreign yoke, thereby 
guiding the Hungarians into the path leading to a better 
and brighter future. The name given to this street shall be 
a token of the gratitude felt by every Hungarian.

Erected in 1937 by the PEST I HIRLAP."
The unveiling ceremony, which was held on the tenth anni

versary of the day on which Lord Rothermere wrote the first 
article penned by him to advocate a revision of the Treaty of 
Trianon was attended by a large and distinguished public. The 
inaugural speech was delivered by Dr. Emil Nagy, former 
Minister of Justice, who inter alia stressed the fact that „we 
Hungarians do not hate anyone; we should love to become re
conciled to our neighbours too, that being an essential point in 
our revision programme: but it is naturally up to those neigh
bours to bring into being the conditions essential to that recon
ciliation —  to substitute Truth for the lies incorporated in Tria
non. No good Hungarian should ever ask himself whether our 
efforts will be crowned with success. They must be crowned 
with success if there is any cultural common sense in humanity
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and if it is true that men are not mere animals, but creatures 
formed after the image of God who have not lost the last 
vestiges of an elementary sense of Justice."

Several other speeches were made in appreciation of the 
noble efforts made on our behalf by Lord Rothermere: and 
finally the Tablet was taken over, on behalf of the Municipality 
of Budapest, by M. Schuller, Deputy Mayor.

M. JOHN M ASARYK, CZECHO-SLOVAK MINISTER IN 
LONDON, W AN TS TO SETTLE ACCOUNTS W ITH  

LORD ROTHERMERE AND MR. GARVIN

Towards the end of May the Czech National Socialist "Zet" 
published a letter from M. John M asaryk, Czecho-Slovak 
Minister in London, in which he recounts his impressions of the 
London Coronation. About the political results of the conversa
tions that took place on that occasion M. Masaryk has nothing 
to say as yet, since it would be neither wise nor politic to make 
capital for this or that side out of conversations binding on no 
party. M. Masaryk complains that Czech public opinion is too 
ready with severe criticism when Czech diplomacy fails. It would 
be better, in his opinion, were Czech public opinion less jubilant 
over its successes and more patient with its failures.

Having thus admitted that Czecho-Slovak diplomacy has 
sustained reverses, he opines that the position in England of the 
Czechs is not bad.

Then he goes on to say:
"Do not be afraid of a Rothermere or a Garvin. I will settle 

accounts with them. I know very well, as does everybody at 
home, how deficient our propaganda is. But when I compare 
our modest means with the millions spent in England on 
clamorous propaganda by other countries, I am satisfied with 
the results of our labours. An honest and tolerant minority 
policy is a sine qua non, and all of us are certainly aware of 
this.”

Lord Rothermere and Mr. Garvin do not stand in need of 
our protection against M. Masaryk. As to Czech propaganda, 
everybody knows that no country in the world ever spent more 
on propaganda than Czecho-Slovakia, and no State owes its very 
existence to propaganda so much as does that Republic. What 
has done Czecho-Slovakia harm in the eyes of the world is not 
deficiency in Czech propaganda but her own internal policy —  
that intolerant, not to say malevolent, minority policy which, 
even according to M. John Masaryk himself, should now be 
reconsidered and modified.

—  y  —
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THE CENTRAL EUROPEAN SITUATION AND THE ITALO- 
YUGOSLAV AGREEMENT: THE LITTLE ENTENTE AND

HUNGARY

W e believe that when the Little Entente has long become 
no more than a historical memory, certain circles in Prague and 
Bucharest will still continue to assert that it is the most perfect 
of political and military constructions, with a serious mission 
in the Danube Valley, where mighty tasks lie before it.

It is no longer doubtful that the Italo-Yugoslav treaty of 
friendship ratified in Belgrade on 27th March is a deviation from 
the line of traditional Little Entente policy, and that it was con
cluded without the assent or support of the other two States of 
the Little Entente, And yet, after Count Ciano’s departure from 
Belgrade, we witnessed demonstrations on the part of Rumania 
and Czecho-Slovakia in which, however, there was much more 
of stage-management than of real sincerity. It would seem that 
those countries felt impelled to save appearances before the rest 
of Europe. But the bitter, disappointed tone of the French press, 
the press of their own ally, shows clearly that that effort has 
been a failure.

The official Italian commentary on the exchange of the 
ratifying documents in Belgrade is completely reassuring from 
a Hungarian point of view. One circumstance of special impor
tance for us is that the first stage in Yugoslavia's new foreign 
policy —  for it cannot be questioned that it has struck out in 
an entirely new direction —  was not an agreement with Italy 
but with Bulgaria. The possibility that Italian influence contri
buted to this step merely supports our opinion. Rome was bound 
to follow after Sofia, and it is very probable that, conditions 
being favourable, this network of friendly treaties will sooner 
or later extend to the other two signatory States of the Rome 
Pact. These treaties were conceived in a spirit of constructive 
reorganization and signify advantages to all parties concerned. 
Italy is desirous to ensure order and co-operation in all the 
sectors where Central European, Mediterranean, Levantine, and 
in particular Danubian and Balkan interests intersect.

This is what the other two States of the Little Entente refuse 
to understand; and this was the reason why in order to counteract 
the effects of Count Ciano's visit, they, in hot haste, convened 
the official conference of the Little Entente, also in Belgrade. 
On April 1st and 2nd the three Foreign Ministers, MM. Stoya- 
dinovitch, Krofta and Antonescu, conferred, and the results of 
their conversations were published in lengthy communiques con
taining mention of everything but the most important point of 
all, namely that Yugoslavia has respected the plan of mutual 
assistance offered by France. The situation is that the official 
communique, contains a wealth of outer amenities; it is friendly
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and understanding in tone; formal etiquette has been rigidly 
observed: but somehow or other the substance has been omitted. 
For an insistence on the fact that the treaties concluded by Italy, 
Yugoslavia and Bulgaria do not prejudice the commitments pre
viously given by their signatories does not, we think, affect the 
main issues. More important by far than the letter of a treaty 
is its spirit; and in our opinion neither Prague nor Bucharest 
has any reason to flatter itself with the illusion that the spirit 
of those treaties is favourable to the Little Entente.

The other day the ,,Echo de Paris" declared that the Little 
Entente was going through hours of severe crisis. Should M. 
Stoyadinovitch continue to tread the path he had chosen the 
Little Entente would soon be a chimera. Yugoslavia had deserted 
Rumania and Czecho-Slovakia and showed a readiness to join 
the system of bilateral treaties that prevent their signatories from 
coming to the assistance of a third party innocently attacked.

In truth, the Belgrade Little Entente Conference was a 
struggle between two systems, that of collective security and 
that of bilateral treaties; and in the light of what happened at 
that Conference we have no difficulty in deciding which system 
was victorious. Not without interest either is M. Tardieu's opinion 
of the question as stated in the "Gringoire". —  y  —

ON OCCASION OF GERMAN FOREIGN MINISTER’S VISIT  
TO BUDAPEST AND BELGRADE. THE TW O COUNTRIES 
DECIDED TO DISAPPROVE THE FORMATION OF BLOCS

On 11th July Baron Constantine Neurath, Germany’s Foreign 
Minister, arrived in Budapest, where he spent three days. Baron 
Neurath, who had been in the country before, visited Hungary 
now in the course of his journey through Central and South 
Eastern Europe. He had conversations with the Hungarian Prime 
Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs, to both of whom he 
presented the Grand Cross o f the Order o f the German Eagle. 
A  lunch in Baron Neurath's honour was given by the German 
Minister in Budapest; a dinner by the Hungarian Foreign Minister; 
and on the second day of his sojourn another dinner by the 
Hungarian Premier. Baron Neurath was also the guest of the 
Regent and Mme. Horthy at their country-seat at Kenderes.

At the dinner given by the Hungarian Foreign Minister, M. 
Kanya proposed a toast in honour of the distinguished guest.

The following statement was made by Baron Neurath during 
his stay in Budapest:

"I take this welcome opportunity of once more expressing 
my thanks for the cordial reception accorded me by the Hun
garians and for the spirit of understanding in which the Hun
garian press has dealt with my visit. The conversations I have 
had during these days with Dr. Daranyi, Prime Minister, and
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M. Kanya, Minister of Foreign Affairs, have only served to 
strengthen my conviction of the firmness and sincerity of the 
friendship between Germany and Hungary. In future this friend
ship between the two nations will prove a valuable component 
of the work of reconstruction in the Danube Valley."

The semi-official Hungarian Telegraphic Bureau issued the 
following communique in connection with Baron Neurath's visit:

"Baron Neurath, German Foreign Minister, paid an official 
visit, lasting from 11th till 14th June, to the Hungarian Govern
ment. On the occasion of this visit, which served to strengthen 
and prove to other countries the links of friendship uniting the 
German Reich and Hungary, Baron Neurath had several con
versations with Dr. Coloman Daranyi, Hungarian Prime Minister 
and M. Coloman Kanya, Minister of Foreign Affairs. In the 
course of these conversations, which were conducted in a spirit 
of mutual confidence, Baron Neurath and the Hungarian states
men threshed out all the questions of European politics, especially 
those immediately affecting the German Reich and Hungary.

"In particular great satisfaction was expressed at the fact 
that the two Governments were in entire agreement on the ques
tion of the formation of blocs. Both countries reject all sugges
tions of that nature and in future will continue to serve the 
cause of peace in the way they have hitherto done: instead of 
raising walls of partition between the several States, they will 
strive to reconcile conflicting interests and effect a lasting re- 
concilitation. Baron Neurath's conversations with the two Hun
garian statesmen also afforded an opportunity of establishing the 
fact that the two Governments were entirely in agreement on 
other matters under discussion and that it was the firm intention 
of both to strengthen and increase the existing ties of friendship 
between the German Reich and Hungary as a means towards 
attaining their peaceful aims."

*

*  •

Baron von Neurath's visit to Belgrade has produced a deep 
impression on Yugoslav public life. The German Foreign Minister 
was received by the people of the city with unusual enthusiasm. 
The Yugoslav Press was unanimous in the warmth of its welcome, 
attaching special importance to Baron von Neurath's visit.

The "Vreme" of June 7th wrote amongst other things that 
the Serbs had made the acquaintance of the brave Germans 
during the war, when in 1915 the latter were on the advance, 
and both sides realized they had met a foeman worthy of their 
steel. The "Vreme" then pointed out that this was the first time 
a German Foreign Minister had done Yugoslavia the honour of 
paying a visit to the country, and Baron von Neurath's presence 
in Belgrade was indicative of the importance of the young State's 
role in international politics.
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On 8th June the "Politika", in a leader, declared that a 
certain section of the European Press was always unduly excited 
when a prominent representative of the German nation set out 
on a journey to a foreign country, as if German statesmen were 
not entitled to pay courtesy visits to countries with which Ger
many was on friendly terms. The citizens of Belgrade, who in 
1915 received the Germans under totally different circumstances, 
were better qualified than any other people to welcome peace
bringing Germans with respect and courtesy. In Belgrade the 
conviction was daily growing stronger that Germany did not 
want war and was doing her best to prevent one. The head of 
the German Reich and his colleague in the work of maintaining 
peace, Baron Neurath, had proved their love of peace in the 
Spanish waters and prevented a repetition of Sarajevo.

In its June 9th. number the "Novosti" writes as follows: 
“The meeting between Baron von Neurath and M. Stoyadin- 

ovitch afforded an opportunity for an exhaustive discussion of 
all those questions which interest both Germany and Yugoslavia. 
The conversations of the two statesmen —  carried on in a spirit 
of sincere confidence —  revealed a sameness of attitude in 
respect of the political situation and full agreement as to the 
co-operation of the two States inspired on both sides by a desire 
for peace being of advantage to Germany and Yugoslavia alike. 
The negotiations confirmed both Parties in their desire and 
willingness to co-operate for the furtherance of universal peace. 
The visit to the Yugoslav Capital of the German Minister has 
strengthened the reciprocal conviction that the policies of the 
two States serve the same end and contribute largely to the 
consolidation of peace in Europe.”

In the June 11th. issue of the "Novosti” we read the follow
ing passages:

“Both Germany and Yugoslavia stress the fact that it is 
not a question of a new alliance, — merely of the strengthening 
and deepening of the friendship culminating in the fact that Yugo
slavia does not belong to any alliance which is aimed against 
Germany, — a circumstance applying just as fully to Germany 
in respect of Yugoslavia. . .  A certain foreign press organ has 
emphasised that Germany will employ the raw materials imported 
from the Balkan States for armament purposes. That is however 
Germany’s own business; and in times of peace no obstacles can 
possibly be imposed in this respect, seeing that “war" materials 
of the kind could just as easily be imported by Germany from 
— France."

Finally in the June 9th. issue of the "Obzor" we read:
“On the occasion of the meeting of Baron Neurath and M. 

Stoyadinovitch both Parties agreed that it was necessary and 
that they were willing to contribute jointly to expand the co
operation between Germany and Yugoslavia. Both statesmen alike
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came also to the conclusion that such co-operation was of 
advantage to both Parties."

After the visit M. Stoyadinovitch, Yugoslav Premier, sent 
the following telegram to Chancellor Hitler, Berchtesgaden: — 
"To a message of thanks for the friendly interest Your Excellency 
have shown in my country in connection with the visit of Baron 
Neurath, Foreign Minister of the German Reich, I would add the 
sincerest good wishes for the further development of co-operation 
as between Germany and Yugoslavia.” In his reply Chancellor 
Hitler expressed his thanks for the telegram and declared that he 
agreed with Premier Stoyadinovitch in desiring to make every 
effort to promote the co-operation between Germany and Yugo
slavia and expressed his conviction that this agreement would 
contribute to the peace of Europe at large. — y —

THE POLISH MINISTER OF EDUCATION 
ENTHUSIASTICALLY WELCOMED IN BUDAPEST

M. Swietoslawski, Poland's Minister of Education, who from 
2nd till 8th June was Hungary's guest, was welcomed with great 
ceremony and warm affection in Budapest. The object of his 
visit was to return Dr. Homan, Hungarian Minister of Public 
Education's visit. M. Swietoslawski visited the Budapest univers
ities and other important cultural institutions and inspected the 
University of Szeged which had fled to that town before the 
Rumanian occupation. The Polish Minister of Education was 
particularly interested in the successful experiments in the pro
cess of cement binding conducted at the University of Technical 
Sciences. In recognition of M. Swietoslawski's valuable work in 
promoting chemical science this University conferred on him 
the degree of honorary doctor of technical sciences, while the 
Regent of Hungary decorated him with the Grand Cross of the 
Hungarian Order of Merit.

M. Swietoslawski was accorded an audience by the Regent 
and banquets were given in his honour by the Hungarian Minister 
of Education, the Rector Magnificus of the Budapest University 
and others. In his speech when receiving his honorary doctor's 
degree the Polish Minister of Education said that Hungary had 
always shown much sympathy for Poland and that the feeling 
was reciprocal, for the two countries and nations were linked 
together by many splendid historical events and the traditions 
of a friendship centuries old. During his memorable sojourn in 
Budapest M. Swietoslawski laid a wreath on the statue of 
General Bern, a hero of the Polish struggle for independence who 
was also a legendary figure in the Hungarian war of independ
ence, The Hungarian press devoted lengthy articles to the friend
ship between Poland and Hungary and the Polish press expressed
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great satisfaction with the unparalleled cordiality with which the 
Hungarians welcomed the Polish Minister of Education.

—  y  —

THE TURKISH FOREIGN MINISTER'S NON-OFFICIAL VISIT
TO BUDAPEST

On 3rd June, accompanied by his Secretary of State, 
M. Riistii Aras, Turkish Minister for Foreign Affairs, arrived in 
Budapest, where he spent two days before leaving for Bucharest. 
His visit was non-official in character. On his arrival he was 
welcomed by Baron Gabriel Apor, Minister Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary, the permanent Under-Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs and by M. Erkin, the Turkish Minister in Buda
pest, both of whom saw him off at his departure. Among other 
notabilities present were also the Yugoslav, Rumanian, and Greek 
Ministers as well as Sir G. Knox, His Majesty's Minister. 
M. Riistii Aras paid a visit to M. Coloman Kanya, the Hungarian 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, who returned the visit at the Turkish 
Legation. Before his departure M. Riistii Aras told the re
presentatives of the Press that he was sincerely pleased to have 
been able to visit Budapest —  even on a short private visit —  
and see his old friend, M. Kanya, again. —  y  —

CZECHO-SLOVAK CONSUL GENERAL RECALLED TO BE
FROM CAN AD A

In the Foreign Affairs Committee of the Czecho-Slovak 
Parliament, on June 8th, M. Sidor, Member of the Slovak Party, 
mentioned the resolution passed by the Slovak League in Canada 
in March, demanding the recall of M. Pavlasek, the Czecho
slovak Consul General, and M. Krnansky, a Consular official; 
these two officials, it was stated, had refused to appear at the 
State festival on October 28th at which the Consul had been 
invited by the League to make a speech. Explaining the cause 
of their refusal the two officials pointed out that a State festival 
could not possibly be arranged separately for the Czechs and 
another for the Slovaks, but that there could only be one C zecho
slovak  national festival attended jointly by Czechs and Slovaks. 
At the same time the Canadian Slovak League had declared that 
the Slovaks would never be "Czechoslovaks" but would always 
remain Slovaks.

Simultaneously M. Sidor reminded the Committee that the 
Polish Press had commented with great embarrassment upon the 
fact that M. Slavik, the Czecho-Slovak Minister in Warsaw, had 
not appeared at the Polish national festival on May 3rd but had 
ostentatiously departed to Moscow to appear at the Bolshevist 
festival on May 1st. —  y  —
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PRAISE OF LOUIS KOSSUTH 
A more humane spirit finds expression in Yugoslavia at last

It is not to be denied that since nine months a change has 
come over the spirit in which Hungary and the Hungarian 
minority are spoken of in Yugoslavia, especially in the Voi- 
vodina.

A  sign of this great change was noticeable in the resolution 
adopted by the municipality of Szabadka (Subotica) at its general 
meeting on 31st May in re the Louis Kossuth foundation. At this 
meeting the Mayor of the town suggested that the Louis Kossuth 
foundation, which was created in the Hungarian era, should be 
incorporated in the general educational funds. The first to reply 
to the suggestion was M. Radivoj Lungulov, president of the 
Narodna Odbrana and other nationalist associations. M. Lungulov 
opposed the suggestion, saying it was not worthy of the town 
and would be a disgrace to Serb culture to make use of the foun
dation, a paltry 14.400 dinars in all, for a purpose other than 
that for which it was created. True it could not be used now for 
its original purpose, but it would nevertheless be possible to turn 
it to ends in keeping with the intentions of the foundation. As 
patriot, politician and man Kossuth was a shining example to 
every nation, all the more so as his struggles had blazed a new 
trail in minority life. The Serbs in particular had reason to be 
grateful to Kossuth, for he it was who had won for them equal 
rights without restricting them in the use of their mother-tongue. 
The municipal council of Szabadka might well adopt Louis 
Kossuth’s principles without detriment to their selfesteem and 
pride, for Kossuth’s merits were recognized by all the world. He 
therefore proposed that the foundation should continue to bear 
Kossuth's name and that the interest on it should be used to 
provide schooling for one or more children of Hungarian race, 
who later on would struggle for Kossuth's principles and thereby 
promote a cultural co-operation between the Yugoslav and the 
Hungarian nations.

M. Lungulov's proposal was seconded by Dr. Alexander 
Ivitch, university professor, who also said that in keeping with 
the spirit of Louis Kossuth it would be desirable to grant the 
Hungarian minority all its due rights. Dr. Ivitch rose to speak 
a second time in connection with a pension case. Ha expressed 
the opinion that in filling the vacant posts at the municipal offices 
no discrimination should be made between Serbs and Hungarians, 
for the latter were rate-paying citizens of the town and their 
right to equality was guaranteed in the Constitution. Hitherto the 
Hungarians had been excluded from the administration, but right 
and justice demanded that at long last the Hungarian youths 
should find their niche in the municipal administration of Sza
badka. As university professor his experience was that the Hun
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garian university students, especially the younger generation of 
law students, had a thorough knowledge of the language of the 
State and in this respect were no whit behind the students of 
Yougoslav nationality.

Under the influence of M. Lungulov's and Dr. Ivitch's 
speeches the general meeting of the Municipal Council passed a 
resolution to take the motion submitted in connection with the 
Louis Kossuth foundation off the programme of the day, and 
instructed the Mayor to draw up a new one on the lines suggest
ed by those gentlemen.

Without attaching undue importance to the two statements 
made at the general meeting or to the resolution passed, we still 
are glad that after the great oppression and the many attacks 
to which the Hungarian minority in Yugoslavia has been subjected 
a more reasonable and humane spirit has begun to find expression. 
All merit for this welcome change is due to M. Stoyadinovitch, 
Prime Minister, who during the two years of his Premiership 
has been successful in eliminating from the press and public life 
much of the racial hatred and intolerance which hitherto had 
made the lives of Hungarian minority citizens labouring under 
civil disability wellnigh unsupportable. —  y  —

PROFESSOR JORGA PROTESTS

An unusual telegraphic duel took place between Professor 
Jorga, the Rumanian politician, and M. M etaxas, the Premier of 
Greece. This was due to the fact that a number of Rumanian 
papers referred with great embarrassment to what was described 
as the "persecution of the Rumanian minority in Greece". There
upon Prof. Jorga, who would never miss an opportunity to ex
press his opinion on any question, chose a very unusual form 
of settling the dispute: he simply cabled to M. Metaxas, the 
Premier of Greece, one of Rumania's "allies", protesting against 
the persecution of Rumanians and expressing his firm conviction 
that M. Metaxas will fin4 a means to put an end to these 
atrocities. M. Metaxas answered, at once, assuring Prof. Jorga 
in his cable that the Koutzo-Wallachs (not "Rumanians") enjoyed 
perfect freedom in Greece; certain local authorities may, it is 
true, now and then offend the interests of this minority, but the 
Government always opens a very serious inquiry in all such 
cases and endeavours to repair all grievances. At the same time 
the Greek Premier expressed his great astonishment at the 
present campaign of the Rumanian Press against Greece.

This exchange of telegrams is particularly interesting in 
view of the fact that the same Professor Jorga who while in 
office took no steps to grant the rights guaranteed in the minority 
treaties to the close on two million Hungarians in Rumania,
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now feels himself impelled to take Greece —  a member like 
Rumania of the Balkan B loc  —  to task for the treatment meted 
out there to the Koutzo-Wallachs or Aromuns or Tzinsars, a 
minority numbering at the most a mere hundred thousand souls. 
This is worth remembering. —  y  —

THE RUMANIAN ANTI-REVISION LEAGUE’S DRIVE 
AGAINST THE CATHOLIC CHURCH AND AGAINST  

EVERY FOREIGNER

The Bucharest "Universul" of 10th June contains a report of 
the Rumanian Anti-Revision League's third annual congress. M. 
Steliau Popescu spoke with much appreciation of Professor 
Ghibu’s activity, who had secured 1000 million lei’s worth of 
property for the Rumanian State through the confiscation of Hun
garian church and other public property and of various foundations. 
N. Lunguluscu, General Secretary of the League, urged Rumania 
to repudiate the religious concordate with the Papal See, other
wise it would never be possible to do away with Hungarian 
life within the Catholic Church and its organizations. He attack
ed Hungary for her great propaganda abroad for revision. All 
the minority laws should be revised. The Antirevision League 
would appeal direct to the King in this matter. With pride he 
mentioned that the League had removed all the statues of Hun
garian saints from the churches in Szatmar; had "re-Rumanianiz- 
ed" the names of more than 30.000 people with Hungarian names, 
and had inaugurated a great movement to "re-Rumanianize’’ the 
four Szekler counties.

After some other speeches M. Codveanu, on behalf of the 
Arad branch, moved that a zone 100 kilometres wide along 
the Hungarian frontier should be freed from all minority officials 
and such Rumanian officials who had married Hungarian women. 
People living in Rumania with foreign passports should be sent 
out of the country and the frontier zone completely Rumanian- 
ized. The only comment we have to make on these suggestions 
—  which carry their own criticism —  is that the inhabitans of 
the four counties to be "re-Rumanianized” are true-born Hun
garians and that their success in ’’re-Rumanianizing" the names 
of 30.000 people was due to the fact that with threats of instan
taneous dismissal from their posts, of higher taxes, of exclusion 
from all public orders and even of more serious sanctions, they 
forced these people, most of whom were never Rumanians, 
to "re-Rumanianize" their names. —  y  —
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QUESTION IN THE HOUSE OF COMMONS IN RE THE 
HUNGARIAN MINORITIES

On Wednesday, June 17th, Major Procter, M. P., asked the 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs "whether, in view of the 
fact that Great Britain is a party to the Treaty of Trianon and 
the Minority Treaty, he can give an assurance that all possible 
steps are taken by him to ensure that the Hungarian minorities in 
Czechoslovakia, Jugoslavia, and Rumania are properly protected 
and accorded religious ant scholastic autonomy and equality of 
treatment which they are guaranteed by these treaties?"

Mr. Anthony Eden, Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, 
gave the following answer: —

"The treaties in question provide that the minority stipula
tions constitute obligations of international concern and are 
placed under the guarantee of the League of Nations. His 
Majesty’s Government have always played and will continue to 
play their full part in the administration of these treaties"

CZECHO-SLOVAKIA

NOW THAT ALL THE HUNGARIAN STATUES HAVE BEEN 
KNOCKED DOWN, M. HOD2A TRIES TO REHABILITATE 

CZECHO-SLOVAKIA’S MINORITY POLICY
A  statue of Maurice Jokai, the world-famed Hungarian 

novelist, is being erected by his native town, Komarom, which 
though its inhabitants are true-born Hungarians, was detached 
from Hungary and handed over to Czecho-Slovakia by the Treaty 
of Trianon. The ceremony of laying the foundation stone took 
place on 20th June. M. Hodza, Prime Minister, was present and 
delivered a speech, in which, to describe Jokai's national unpre
judicedness, he cited the sentence in which the great writer com
pared Prague to a "great national museum".

M. Hodza is a good speaker, and we must admit that on 
this occasion his speech was very fine. Alas, however, the words 
of the Czecho-Slovak statesmen are usually diametrically 
opposed to their deeds. On the same day that M. Hodza, Prime
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Minister of Czecho-Slovakia, delivered this speech in Komarom, 
the following item of news appeared in the most important news
paper of the Hungarians in Czecho-Slovakia, the "Pragai Magyar 
Hirlap":

"The Hungarian names of the railway stations in the Csallo
koz and even the notices in Hungarian at the railway crossings 
have all disappeared. Now a new step has been made towards 
the long-promised "more ideal" language policy. The post offices 
in the Csallokoz have received new sign-boards without any Hun
garian inscriptions. The Hungarian of the Csallokoz who cannot 
read or write any other language will not be able to find his 
own post office. In Komarom, too, great indignation was caused 
by the fact that the receipts given by the municipal gasworks let 
to the South Slovak Electric Works are made out in one lan
guage, and that not Hungarian. The Hungarian citizens of Koma
rom will not be able to read their gas bills. Behold one weak's 
items on the balance of improvement in language policy!

These things alone do not permit us to consider the Czecho
slovak Premier's speech in Komarom a sign of a rapprochement 
towards the Hungarians, as it has been regarded by some im
portant foreign papers not well versed in Czecho-Slovak condi
tions. During the past nineteen years the Czecho-Slovak Republic 
has kept the Hungarians politically under a rule of gendarmes 
and police. In the field of culture, a veritable Chinese wall has 
been erected between them and Hungary. In economy, numerous 
sections of the Hungarian inhabitants have been ruined. The 
Hungarian language has been persecuted, and as the above shows, 
the campaign against it is still going on. The only reparation 
possible would be a redress of the Hungarian minority's com
plaints. A  few kind words from the Czecho-Slovak Premier 
in praise of a Hungarian writer who no longer has need of praise 
and a few thousand- Czecho-Slovak crowns contributed to the 
funds for his statue will not go far towards the desired end. Nor 
will this compensate for the fact that long before the foundation 
stone of Jokai's statue was laid, all the Hungarian statues of 
the greatest figures in Hungarian history, statues chiselled by 
the hands of master-sculptors, were allowed to be demolished 
without interference on the part of the Czecho-Slovak executive. 
Czech Sokolistes and Legionaries or even the masses were allowed 
to raise vandal hands against the monuments to the memory of 
Louis Kossuth, Francis Rakoczi and many other heroes of the 
struggle for national and religious liberty.

Those who are acquainted with the workings of Czecho-Slo
vak domestic policy are well aware that M. Hodza's speech 
in Komarom had a double purpose. The one was to win adherents 
to the so-called Hungarian department of the Czech Agrarian 
Party under his leadership, which for years has been vainly cast
ing its net to capture the Hungarian masses. The other was to
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induce foreign countries to believe that the Prague Government 
was contemplating a change of policy towards the Hungarian 
minority. Facts, however, have again, and immediately, given the 
lie to words. And this will not escape the attention of those 
foreign factors —  especially in England —  who with increasing 
emphasis are warning Czecho-Slovakia of the sins of omission 
and commission characterizing her minority policy. —  y —

SCOTUS VIATOR IS DISSATISFIED WITH THE NUMBER 
OF SLOVAK YOUTHS EMPLOYED IN THE CIVIL SERVICE 

AND PUBLIC OFFICES
In collaboration with several Czech cultural and social asso

ciations the Czech National Council arranged a series of cele
bration in the more important towns of Bohemia, Slovakia and 
Moravia to commemorate Scotus Viator's first visit to Slovakia 
thirty years ago. (Scotus Viator is Professor Seton Watson of 
the London University and the protagonist in England of the 
Czech cause.) Some months ago the Municipal Council of Ho- 
donin wrote to Scotus Viator, inviting him to Slovakia. Scotus 
Viator declined the invitation, nor, though it was repeated, did 
he go to Slovakia. Instead he addressed a letter in connection 
with the jubilee celebrations to the Czech National Council and 
the Jubilee Committee.

In that letter Scotus Viator amongst other things expressed 
his hope that in future a greater number of the Slovak youth 
would find employment in the civil service and public offices 
than hitherto. The Slovaks would not only be able to preserve 
their liberty, but would work to establish happy and friendly 
relations with the Hungarians and promote prosperity in the 
Danube Valley. —  y  —

LEGAL PROSECUTION OF MR. R. VOZARY UNDER THE 
NATIONAL DEFENCE ACT

We have already acquainted our readers with the case of 
Mr. Aladar R. Vozary, Hungarian member of the Provincial 
Assembly in Ruthenia. It will be remembered that Mr. Vozary 
had been called to order by Mr. Meznik, Deputy-Chairman of the 
Assembly, because he addressed the Assembly in Hungarian; 
Mr. Vozary, however, did not obey the Chairman's orders, where
upon he was told to leave the assembly hall with a police escort, 
who did not even allow him to attend the meeting from the public 
gallery. In addition to this the Police Court of Ungvar (Uzhorod) 
imposed a fine of 500 Czech Crown upon the Hungarian delegate 
for breach of peace. Following the appeal of Mr. Endre Korlath, 
member of the Czechoslovak Parliament, the decision of the
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Police Court was annulled by the Provincial Office at Ungvar 
(Uzhorod); the Police, on the other hand, instantly denounced 
Mr. Vozary under the National Defence Act. Thereupon he was 
summoned to the District Court at Munkacs (Mukacevo), where 
they informed him that a legal action had been opened against 
him under Art. 14, § 1. and 5. of the National Defence Act.

Art. 14, § 1 concerns such an individual who "in public, or 
in the presence of more persons, speaks against the State, or 
provokes other persons against the State, because of its origin, 
or against the independence, the constitutional unity of the State, 
or its democratic-republican form of government". § 5. refers 
to such an individual who "publicly, and in a rude or provoking 
manner, defames the Republic, the Nation or the national mi
nority so that it may possibly impair the authority of the 
Republic or imperil its public peace and its international 
relations".

W e are anxious to know whether any Court of Justice in 
Czechoslovakia will actually bring a verdict against Mr. Vozary 
under the National Defence Act, since his insistence upon the 
use of Hungarian may not be qualified either as a provocation 
against the Czechoslovak State or as a defamation of the Czech 
Nation or the Republic. —  y  —

FAILURE OF MINORITY EDUCATION AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN RUMANIA AND YUGOSLAVIA

On March 10, 1933, an educational agreement was concluded 
between Rumania and Yugoslavia with regard to their respective 
schools in the Banate. In Art. 2. it was provided that in the 
Rumanian schools of the Yugoslav Banate, and in the Serbo- 
Croatian schools of the Rumanian Banate respectively, the lan
guage of instruction should be Rumanian and Serbo-Croatian 
respectively. From the third class on the language of the 
respective State should also be taught during six hours a week; 
3 more hours would be allotted for the teaching of Rumanian 
and Yugoslav history and geography respectively.

It is now reported in the Rumanian papers that the Minister 
of Education has ordered the immediate introduction of the 
Rumanian language in the V., VI. and VII. classes of the Serb 
schools in Rumania. Serbian and religion are the only subjects 
to be taught in Serb in these classes. The number of Serb con
fessional schools concerned is 54, comprising 95 departments, 
many of the teachers being Yugoslav nationals who were engaged 
under the educational agreement and have absolutely no know
ledge of Rumanian.

In reply to the inquiry of the Serb Greek Oriental Holy 
Synod the Rumanian Government gave a very interesting expla-
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nation: In the Rumanian schools of the Yugoslav Banate, it says, 
Rumanian was allowed to be taught in the V. and VI. classes. 
Consequently, the Rumanian Government had thought it fit, on 
the principle of reciprocity, to apply the same measures with 
regard to the V., VI., and VII. classes of the Serb schools in 
Rumania. The Serb consistory in Rumania immediately obeyed 
the orders of the Ministerial Ordinance, so that now, before the 
end of the school year, teaching in Rumanian has been Introduced 
in the upper classes of the Serb schools (Magyar Lapok, 
April 29). —  y  —

NEW ELECTION IN K ASSA: RESULTS BELY CENSUS
RECORDS

W e have already reported the dissolution of the Municipal 
Council of Kassa (Kosice) —  Slovakia's second largest town —  
by the Government, owing to the fact that it demanded the 
erection of a suitable building for the Hungarian classes of the 
grammar school in Kassa, in addition to the building which was 
proposed to be erected for the Slovak section. At the new muni
cipal elections, which took place on May 23, the majority of 
votes again fell to the Hungarian Party out of the 22 parties 
standing for the election. The number of votes given for the Hun
garian Party was 9.035 out 31.821; this result is all the more 
surprizing as it shows that 28.8%> of the population of Kassa has 
voted for the Hungarian Party, although the Czechoslovak census 
of 1930 gives the percentage of the Hungarian population of the 
city as 17.8%>, Even if we were to accept the absolutely impro
bable supposition that the entire population of the city had voted 
for the Hungarian Party alone it would be the most poignant 
proof against the record of the census of 1930; for it would mean 
that the percentage of the Hungarian population in the largest 
town of East Slovakia is not 17.8°/o but at least 28.8%. In a 
letter addressed to Government Councillor Blaha, head of the 
local department of the Provincial Bureau of Pozsony (Bra
tislava), the Hungarian Party announced its claim to the burgo
master’s post in Kassa. The necessity of this step is explained 
by the fact that, according to Czechoslovak law, the burgo
master of the cities of Slovakia and Ruthenia are not elected by 
the Municipal councils but appointed by the Government. Never
theless, in spite of the fact that the Hungarian list had always 
been the strongest at Kassa, the Government had always appoint
ed a Czech person as burgomaster of Kassa and never 
a Hungarian. The undeniable object of the above mentioned law 
is undoubtedly to prevent Hungarian persons from becoming the 
burgomasters of the cities of Slovakia and Ruthenia: and Kassa 
is also one of these cities. This system, it is needless to empha

61



DANUBIAN REVIEW

size, is very far from what Czech propaganda describes all over 
the world as a "bulwark of democracy east of the Rhine".

—  y —

THE RUTHENIAN GOVERNOR BILL
Mention has often been made in the columns of this period

ical of Articles 10— 13 of the Minority Treaty concluded in 
Saint-Germain on 10th September 1919 between the Czecho
slovak Republic and the Allied and Associated Powers which 
guarantee the most extensive autonomy to Ruthenia. In terms 
of this Treaty, autonomy was to extend to questions of language, 
education, religion and provincial administration. In these 
matters legislative power was to have been in the hands of a 
self-governing Diet to which the Governor of the Province was 
to be responsible. Ruthenia was to have had proportional repre
sentation in the Czecho-Slovak Parliament, and, as far as pos
sible, her civil servants were to be appointed from among the 
inhabitants of the autonomous territory.

In the seventeen and a half years that have since elapsed 
Prague has not put into effect a single letter of these provisions. 
Now at last, because of the incessant demands of the Ruthenian 
population, and also to no small extent thanks to the insistence 
of European public opinion, something had to be done; thus was 
conceived the Bill introduced into Parliament on 4th June by 
the Czecho-Slovak Government, the most important measures of 
which are as follows:

The head of Ruthenia is the Governor, who is to be nom
inated by the Government and to be appointed and recalled by 
the President of the Republic. The Governor is responsible to 
the Government alone. When the Ruthenian Provincial Diet is 
formed the Governor will be responsible also to that body. He 
will submit proposals and give his expert opinion to Government 
and for this purpose may be called to attend meetings of the 
Central Cabinet.

The Governor shall preside at meetings of the Provincial 
Diet and the Provincial Committee. For his term of office his 
authority shall extend to matters pertaining to language, educa
tion, religion and provincial administration, as prescribed by the 
new Act. His sphere of authority may be extended by Ordinance 
but may not be restricted. In all other matters the Governor's 
sphere of authority is as prescribed by law.

The Governor is to state his opinion before appointments 
are made to the staff of officials of the Ruthenian political ad
ministration. He is to decide in those matters pertaining to the 
religious and cultural affairs of the inhabitants which have 
hitherto been decided by the Provincial Office. But the opinion 
of the Provincial Office must be asked before he can pronounce
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judgment on financial claims against the State. He is to present 
to Catholic livings, in cases where the cultural administration or 
State undertaking have the right of advowson, priests approved 
of by the State administration. Under similar conditions he is 
to confirm in their office the functionaries of such religious 
denominations as are recognized by the Churches and the State, 
with the exception of functionaries whose jurisdiction extends 
to the entire area of the Province or to an even wider area. On 
the recommendation of the Provincial Office, the Governor is 
entitled to appoint the mayors of Ungvar and Munkacs and to 
confirm in their office the parish magistrates. When a parish 
council is dissolved, he is to provide for temporary administration.

School-books in Ruthenian must be certified from a linguistic 
point of view by the Governor, who will also give his expert 
opinion on proposals from the central authorities. In these matters 
he may demand information from other authorities. He will be 
authorized to appoint and remove teachers in all state elemen
tary and infant schools, with the exception of agricultural 
schools, and may entrust teachers or professors with the inspec
tion of non-State schools. He is to exert a similar authority over 
secondary school teachers and other civil servants, except in 
cases where the right of appointment is reserved to Government 
or the President of the Republic. In the case of agricultural 
schools the decisions of the Governor are subject to the approval 
of the Ministry of Agriculture except when the right to decide 
is reserved to Government. And, finally, the Governor is to 
pronounce opinion on the appointment of all the rest of the edu
cational staffs.

The Vice-Governor shall act as the Governor's deputy. 
Should their opinions differ on any question the Ministry of the 
Interior will exercise the right of decision.

The body advising the Governor is the Governor's Council. 
Its members consist of all the members of the Provinicial Com
mittee, 9 elected members of the Provincial Diet and 9 members 
appointed by Government. Council meetings are to be convened 
by the Governor, who shall consult the Council on all matters. 
Its meetings will not be public. Its procedure will be determined 
by the Governor, subject to the approval of Government. On 
representations of the Governor the Government may dissolve the 
Council, but must provide for the formation of a new one within 
three months (,,Prager Presse" —  semi-official —  June 5th).

If we compare this Bill with the Minority Treaty, it will at 
a glance be clear that the provisions of the former have absolu
tely nothing in common with the autonomy guaranteed in the 
latter. The Minority Treaty makes the Governor responsible to 
the autonomous Provincial Diet. So long, therefore, as there is 
no Provincial Diet, there can be no Governor in the sense under
stood in the Treaty. The individual who at present bears the
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title of "Governor" is merely a subordinate official of the Prague 
Government and will continue to remain so, for the new Bill ex
pressly states that he is to be responsible to Government alone 
and is to be appointed or recalled on the latter's representations. 
The new Bill, therefore, does nothing to ensure an honest ful
filment of Czecho-Slovak's treaty obligations, nor does it mean 
that, where Ruthenia is concerned, the Republic is guilty of a 
less serious infraction of international law than it was yesterday 
or in 1920.

As regards details: the independent sphere of authority con
ferred on the Governor as a Government official is very limited. 
In point of fact it does not extend farther than the right to 
licence school-books, appoint and remove infant and elementary 
school-teachers (even then this authority does not extend to 
agricultural schools) and pronounce decisions on unimportant 
questions relating to the religious and cultural exigencies of the 
population. In all other matters enumerated in the Bill the 
Governor may merely express his opinion, or rather, he is obliged 
to ask the opinion of other administrative authorities and more 
or less bound to accept that opinion.

Neither does the sphere of authority of the Governor's 
Council extend beyond the right to express an opinion on the 
matters mentioned above. In view of the fact that under the 
Administration Act of 1927 the Government has the right to 
appoint 6 of the 18 members of the Provincial Diet and, there
fore, naturally exerts an influence on the composition of the Pro
vincial Committee as well as on the election of the members of 
the Council chosen by the Provincial Diet, and seeing that 
Government is entitled to appoint as many members of the 
Council as the Diet elects, the Bill practically ensures, a priori, 
a majority to the Prague Government.

The new system is therefore merely an attempt to throw dust 
in the world's eyes; and it is to be hoped that the signatories 
of the League Covenant and of the Treaty of Saint-Germain —  
Great Britain, France, Italy and Japan —  realizing this, will be 
all the more energetic in compelling Czecho-Slovakia to perform 
her treaty obligations honestly. —  y  —

TUKA, ON TICKET-OF-LEAVE, EMPLOYED COPYING  
LEGAL DOCUMENTS

By order of the President of the Czecho-Slovak Republic 
issued on 3rd June, Professor Voitech Tuka, former chairman of 
the Autonomist Catholic Party and member of the Czecho-Slo
vak Parliament, was released on ticket-of-leave after having 
served eight and a half of the fifteen years penal servitude to 
which he had been sentenced in 1929 by the Czecho-Slovak 
courts. According to official report his release was conditional
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an his remaining in a place in Czecho-Slovakia appointed by the 
authorities, where he is under police supervision. The June 22nd 
issue of the "Zet”, the organ of the Czech National Socialist 
Party, that is to say the party to which Dr, Benes formerly 
belonged, states that Tuka is employed at the district courts in 
Pilsen, where his work is to copy the sentences passed by the 
courts. He has a separate room for himself, on the door 
of which stands the inscription "P R IV A T E ". The work is 
a great strain on his eyesight, which has greatly deteriorated 
during his lengthy imprisonment. It may be imagined how 
bitter it is for Tuka, a university professor and a man of 
great erudition, to have to spend his days in this depressing work 
which is so bad for his eyes. —  y  —

CENSORSHIP

The Provincial Office at Ungvar (Uzhorod) has forbidden 
the appearance for two months of the ,,Karpati Magyar Hirlap”, 
the official organ of the Hungarian Party in Ruthenia. The 
Ministry of the Interior has recently whithdrawn the licence for the 
circulation of the Catholic review „Korunk Szava” appearing at 
Budapest. Following the orders of the Attorney General, the 
Police authorities at Munkacs have recently confiscated the 
"Kisebbsegi Enek" ("Minority Song”), a volume of poems by 
M. Menyhert Simon, the well known Hungarian poet and jour
nalist in Ruthenia. —  y  —

REPRESENTATIVE COUNCIL DISSOLVED, BECAUSE IT 
WANTED TO BUILD A  HUNGARIAN SCHOOL

The Representative Council of Kassa (Kosice), Slovakia’s 
second largest town, last year decided that the Hungarian and 
Slovak grammar schools should be built at the same time, and 
the Prime Minister, Dr. Hodza, declared to a Hungarian delega
tion that this was a perfectly natural and legitimate demand and 
that there would be no difficulty in realizing the scheme. When, 
however, M. Maxon, the Czech burgomaster, had resigned office, 
the citizens were surprized to learn that the Ministry of Educa
tion intended to have only one school, the Slovak school, built 
now. The Representative Council rejected the motion, where
upon the Ministry of the Interior took an extremely rapid reso
lution suspending the autonomy of the city, that being followed 
by the dissolution of the Council and an order for the new elec
tions, even before the Council's decision could become valid. 
Such are the circumstances under which the citizens of Kassa 
are now preparing for the next municipal elections. —  y  —
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RUMANIA

THE LEAGUE COUNCIL DECIDES 
IN FAVOUR OF HUNGARIAN PETITION

The League Council recently considered the petition sub
mitted by the Hungarian employees of the Private Properties in 
Csik. In this the petitioners put forward their grievances caused 
by the unjust treatment of the Siculian properties on behalf of 
the Rumanian Government; after confiscating the entire property 
of the Siculian frontier regions (forests, meadows, houses, and 
money) the Rumanian Government also deprived the Hungarian 
employees of their rightful pensions, while similar properties 
belonging to the Rumanian frontier regions were left untouched. 
The desicion of the League Council gives full satisfaction to the 
petitioners. The Rumanian Government is instructed to find a 
satisfactory way of settling the pension problem of the employees 
of the Private Properties in Csik. The arrears for the past ten 
years have to be paid out to them in cash, and not in Rumanian 
State bonds, because in the latter case the petitioners would 
suffer a loss of 30%. —  y  —

DESPERATE MINORITY PROTEST AGAINST RUMANIAN  
LABOUR DEFENCE BILL

The minorities in Rumania are protesting most desperately 
against the new National Labour Defence Bill which, as it may 
appear from our previous description of the subjects, presents an 
imminent danger to the very existence of these nationalities. 
Rumania's largest national minority is the Hungarian minority 
which, according to the census of 1930 numbers 1,353.875 souls, 
though its actual numbers are much higher than this; now, the 
official representative body of the Hungarian minority in Ru
mania, the Hungarian Party, openly protested against the Bill on 
May 28th and 29th, because the Bill is an obvious defiance of 
the laws of the country as well as of the provisions of inter
national agreements. The Hungarian Party also protested against 
those tendencies which aim at reducing the chances of the edu
cated class of the Hungarian minority to make a respectable 
existence, such as the resolutions passed by the National Con
gress of Lawerys representing the majority of the profession and 
by the organisations of the free professions in Rumania ("The 
National Union of Organisations of the Rumanian 'Intelligen
tsia' " ) ;  some of these resolutions will be outlined further down.

The Hungarian Party also declared that two complaints of 
the Hungarian minority were at present lying before the League 
of Nations, one dealing with the use of Hungarian geographical
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names in the Press and with the language of sign boards, the 
other dealing with the problem of those Hungarian civil servants 
and other public functionaries who had been turned out of their 
jobs. "If this bill, too, is to be passed into a law, then the 
resolutions of Gyulafehervar may well be called the fraud of 
Gyulafehervar" (Hirlap, May 30., Keleti Ujsag, May 31.).

A  similar protest against the Bill has been lodged by the 
Press and public meetings of the German minority in Rumania.

The "Kronstadter Zeitung" (May 8) gives an account of the 
German meeting held at Brasso (Kronstadt), where Herr Fritz 
Connert, a German member of the Rumanian Parliament, pointed 
out that hundreds of thousands of Rumanians find it very easy 
to find employment under the Government while, at the same 
time, the minorities have been driven out completely from the 
public posts.

The "Siebenbiirgisch-Deutsches Tageblatt” (May 12) describes 
the German meeting of protest held at Nagyszeben (Hermann- 
stadt). Here Herr Henning pointed out that the union of the 
Germans with Rumania in 1918 had been made subject to certain 
conditions. The resolutions of Gyulafehervar, and then the Minor
ity Pact of Paris guaranteed the Germans, and the minorities in 
general, the same rights as those of the ruling majority. The 
fact, however, is that even to this very day there is no equality 
between the minorities and the ruling people. Herr Henning also 
made reference to the tendencies of the new Labour Defence Bill, 
saying that these and similar tendencies were actually driving 
towards revision; for what else is revision, he asked, than the 
tendency of depriving a people of its most elementary rights 
which were guaranteed to it by means of international agreements.

Herr Otto Herzog drew attention to the fact that the cultural 
persecution of the minorities is now being followed by their very 
unjust oppression in economic life. The unjust execution of the 
Land Reform Act was the first step in the persecution of the 
minorities; then came the taxation of those business men who 
did not use the language of the State in their business books. 
But the present Bill means an even more serious blow than any 
of those that had gone before. Nor can this Bill be motivated by 
the number of unemployed, since the total number of Rumania's 
unemployed is not more than 8,664 in all. And as for the allega
tion that thousands of young Rumanian men and women were 
standing outside the closed doors of business life: this, he said, 
was a downright lie.

Speaking on behalf of the employers Herr Otto Fritz Jickeli 
declared that there was no need for a violent Rumanization, as 
the number of Rumanian shops in the ancient Saxon region of 
Transylvania showed an increase of 283°/o since 1914, while the 
number of German shops had only increased by 12%> during the 
same time. —  y —•
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THE LAST HUNGARIAN MONUMENT 
REMOVED AT NAGYVARAD

The City Council of Nagyvarad recently ordered the statue 
of Imre Szacsvay, one of the martyrs of the Hungarian War of 
Liberty, to be removed from its place. Imre Szacsvay was a writer 
of the parliamentary records in 1849 and was one of those who 
signed the Dethronement Act of the Habsburg family; later on 
he was found guilty and put to death for this act. —  Szigligeti 
was one of the most popular and most productive playwrights of 
the Romantic period. His bust was removed piecemeal. With this 
the last Hungarian monument has been removed at Nagyvarad 
("Brassoi Lapok”, June 5). —  y  —

CONFISCATION OF CHURCH PROPERTY AND  
PERSECUTION OF RELIGIOUS SOCIETIES

The amount of immovable property hitherto confiscated from 
the Roman Catholic Church in Transylvania represents a value 
of more than 200 million lei; in addition to this just recently 
the Military Court at Nagyvarad proposed the confiscation as 
State property of the Premonstratensian estates. Among other 
properties already confiscated are the following: the "The-
resianum" Orphanage at Nagyszeben, the University Piarist 
Church at Kolozsvar (Cluj), the Roman Catholic High School at 
Arad (foundation school!), the Premonstratensian School at 
Nagyvarad, Felix Bath, the castle at Szentmarton, the Minorite 
School at Szilagysomlyo, the Piarist School at Maramarossziget, 
etc.. . .

The property of the Reformed High School at Maramaros
sziget, representing a value of many millions, together with 
the buildings of the High School and the Reformed Academy of 
Law, have also been confiscated and, following the advice of 
Prof. Ghibu, they were settled upon the County of Maramaros; 
it was given out, namely, that it was the County which had 
actually maintained these institutions in the past. The Reformed 
Church has appealed against this decision ("Hirlap", June 5).

As an illustration of the religious persecution let us mention 
the fact that the Rumanian Ministry of Education has prohibited 
the circulation of a volume entitled "Catholic Anthems", with 
the explanation that its contents did not agree with the interests 
of the State ("Brassoi Lapok", May 1). —  In the County of dsxk 
the activity of the religious societies has been completely 
paralysed. In two Siculian villages, Csikszepviz and Csikrakos, 
the gendarmes have prohibited even the activity of the Roman 
Catholic juvenile choirs. The Catholic League, the Rosary Societies, 
the Eucharistic Unions, etc. have also had to discontinue their
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activity ("Brassoi Lapok”, May 2). —  In the County of Bihar only 
13 outof 33 Reformed men's unions are still functioning, as the 
local authorities do not allow them to hold their Bible lessons and 
their cultural meetings ("Friss Ujsag", May 20), —  y —

EVEN CABMEN MUST TAKE THE LANGUAGE TESTS

The language tests campaign in Rumania is successively 
spreading over new and new areas. Thus the local authorities of 
the financial administration have ordered applicants for spirit 
license to the language tests ("Neplap", May 2). —  The similar 
task has been imposed upon the minority officials of the Chamber 
of Labour there ("Brassoi Lapok", May 4). —  In Kolozsvar the 
cabmen were ordered to pass the language tests ("Keleti Ujsag", 
May 30); at Nagyvarad the cabmen and taxi drivers had to do 
the same ("Magyar Kisebbseg" =  "Hungarian Minority” , May 16). 
—  At the same time the minority employees are dismissed 
regularly: thus the health insurance institution at Szatmar has 
dismissed five minority doctors within one week and filled their 
places with Ruamnian applicants ("Keleti Ujsag", June 4).

MESSAGES OF CONDOLENCE BEARING HUNGARIAN  
STREET NAMES NOT DELIVERED

The Minority Pact concluded in Paris on December 9, 1919 
(Art. 8) declares categorically that the minorities may not be 
hindered in any way in the free use of their mother tongue either 
in cultural or in religious our business life; nevertheless, the 
Rumanian Administration Act, in its executive instructions 
published on February 18, 1937 declares that "names, instruc
tions, indications and sign boards or signs must be written in 
Rumanian”.

Under these illegal orders the police at Nagyvarad has order
ed the replacement of non-Rumanian (i. e. Hungarian) sign boards 
by such bearing purely Rumanian inscriptions. A  similar step 
has been taken at Arad, where the police gave orders that the 
sign boards should be painted over in such a manner that the 
previous, namely the Hungarian, text should not be visible at all 
("Szabadsag", May 9, "Arader Zeitung” , May 16).

An official inquiry was opened by the police against the 
Reformed Presbitery for sending out its summons to its tax 
payers in Hungarian ("Szabadsag", May 16). —  The parish clerk 
of Gyergyoszarhegy ordered the replacement of the Hungarian 
inscription on the Communal Property House by a Rumanian 
inscription (Order No. 1129/1937, "Brassoi Lapok", May 19). —  
At Nagybanya the local authorities forbade the Hungarian
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theatrical company to have their bills printed in both languages 
(i. e. Hungarian and Rumanian; Brassoi Lapok", May 30), —  
The Post Office at Kolozsvar (Cluj) will not deliver any con
signment the address of which bears one single word in German 
("Deutsche Zeitung”, May 23), —  A  wire sent from Budapest to 
Kolozsvar (Cluj) has not been delivered to the addressee, because 
the name of the street is written in Hungarian; for this 
reason the addressee was unable to attend the funeral of his 
brother in Budapest ("Joestet" =  "Good Evening” , May 25),

—  y —

HUNGARIAN MINORITY EXCLUDED FROM OTHER
REVENUES

A  similar grievance is the forest affair in the County of 
Maros-Torda (Transylvania). Queen Maria Theresa (1740— 80) 
presented 127 Siculian villages with 16.000 acres of forest, 
the income of which at present amounts to a sum of 2 to 2.5 
million lei. The administration of this common property was, 
according to an ancient Hungarian law, under the care of the 
county authorities of Maros-Torda, in such a way that the income 
had to be divided for cultural purposes among the villages par
taking of the donation. The Rumanians, on the other hand, ex
cluded the Siculian villages from the enjoyment of the income, 
and just recently it invested the 2.5 million net proceeds in the 
building of State schools, Greek Oriental and Greek Catholic 
Churches in these villages. The minority Churches and schools 
were completely excluded from the income, notwithstanding the 
fact that the villages owning this forest land are inhabited by a 
vast Hungarian majority, mostly Roman Catholics, Reformed, or 
Unitarians, and that the fund was originally given for Hungarian 
cultural purposes. —  y  —

25— 30 MILLION LEI LESS SUBSIDY 
TO HUNGARIAN SCHOOLS

Art. 10 of the Minority Pact concluded in Paris on 
December 9, 1919, provides as follows: "In those cities and 
communes where the Rumanian citizens belonging to a national, 
religious, or linguistic minority represent a considerable propor
tion of the population, these minorities must receive an equitable 
share in the enjoyment and exploitation of those sums which 
according to the budgets of the State, the municipal or other 
bodies are to be allotted from the commonwealth to educational, 
religious, and charity purposes”.

Nevertheless, the Rumanian regime continually refuses to let 
the schools of the minority Churches have this equitable share; 
either they simply leave the school subsidies against all standing
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orders out of the municipal or other budgets, or even if these 
subsidies have been placed in the budget, they outwit the minor
ities in the distribution of the subsidies. Since the law of 1930 
alone the sum of those subsidies which have not been paid out 
to the minority schools of the Roman Catholic, Reformed, and 
Unitarian Churches amounts to 25— 30 million lei, if we only 
take the county and municipal budgets ("Magyar Kisebbseg”, 
vol. 14, No. 8).

Let us just take one particular case from among the over
whelming number of grievances. The minority elementary schools 
of Kolozsvar (now: Cluj) have only once, in the budget year 
1932/33, received a subsidy of 600.000 lei from the city. In the 
following budget years: in 1933/34 3.400.000 lei, and in 1936/37
3.800.000 lei have been allotted for such purposes in the municipal 
budget, but they were distributed among the schools of the State 
and the Greek Oriental and Greek Catholic Churches ("Ellenzek”, 
May 21). —  y —

THE MINORITIES TO BE COMPLETELY EXCLUDED FROM  
THE LEGAL PROFESSIONS

In our last number we gave a detailed account of the 
resolution passed by the Congress of the Rumanian Lawyers' 
Union at Bucharest with the intention of completely ex
cluding the minority lawyers from the Chambers of Advocates. 
The explanation given by the Rumanian Union of Lawyers for 
this numerus nullus” is that the number of minority lawyers is 
much higher at present than their percentage would admit. But 
let us see the actual truth. In Transylvania the Hungarian popul
ation numbers 1,353.875 souls, i. e. 24°/o of the entire population; 
the percentage of Hungarian lawyers, on the other hand, 
is not more than 20%: out of a total number of 2.648 lawyers 
only 542 are Hungarians, whereas acording to their percentage 
there should actually be 646 Hungarian lawyers in Transylvania 
("Hitel", No. 1, 1937).

It will be interesting to illustrate with a few data the per
centage of Hungarians in the jurisdiction of Transylvania, i. e. 
in the body of judges, attorneys and public notaries. According 
to the situation on November 1, 1936 the percentage of Hungarian 
functionaries in the public offices of justice was far below the 
official 24% as admitted even by the statistical records of the 
Government; in fact, the percentage of Hungarian judges actually 
functioning was 365% below the ethnographic proportion of the 
Hungarian minority; the number of other public functionaries 
remained 227% below this level, while the two categories together 
(402) show that the total percentage of the Hungarian functionaries 
is 246% less than it ought to be. On the other hand, it is a fact 
that the percentage of Rumanian judges is 50% more than the
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ethnographic proportion of the Rumanian majority (57.9®/#); 
taking the various grades of service the percentage of Rumanians 
is 80% higher than it should be, while those Hungarians who are 
still actually serving as judges or other officials of justice do 
not hold any leading positions.

Detailed data are to be found in the Hungarian minority 
review "Magyar Kisebbseg" on February 16, 1937: I. At the High 
Courts o f Justice in Transylvania the number of Rumanian judges 
is 78 (94%), while 3 are Hungarians (3.6%) and 2 Germans 
(2.4%). Out of the 155 other functionaries of the five High 
Courts 133 are Rumanians (85.5%), 17 Hungarians (10.9%), 2 
Germans (2%), and 2 of other nationality (1.13%) Not one single 
Hungarian attorney  is to be found at these High Courts, all 
attorneys being Rumanians.

II. At the 24 Low Courts in Transylvania there are 269 
judges functioning at present; their ethnographic percentage is 
as follows: 241 Rumanians (89.6%), 13 Hungarians (4.8%), 11 
Germans (4.1%), 4 of other nationality (1.5%). —  Out of the 
1.237 other officials 1035 are Rumanians (83.7%), 126 Hungarians 
(10.2%), 57 Germans (4.6%), and 19 of other nationality (1.5%). 
The number of attorneys functioning at these courts is 64; with 
the exception of one attorney (1.6%) who is a German all others 
are Rumanians; that is to say, there is not one single Hungarian 
attorney functioning in the Low Courts of Transylvania!

III. County Courts: the number of judges is 375; 294 are
Rumanians (78.4%), 40 Hungarians (10.7%), 29 Germans (7.7%), 
and 12 others (3.2%). The other County Court functionaries 
number 1722; out of these 1427 are Rumanians (82.9%), 191
Hungarians (11.1%), 61 Germans (3.5%), and 43 others (2.5%).

IV. The four Labour Courts: of 8 judges 6 are Ruman
ians (75%) and 2 of other nationality (25%). The number of 
other functionaries is 20, 18 out of them being Rumanians (90%) 
and only 2 Hungarians (10%).

Out of the 810 judges and attorneys in Transylvania 85°/o 
are Rumanians and only 6.99/e Hungarians!

V. Public notaries in Transylvania; on November 1, 1936
their ethnographic percentage was as follows (after the data 
published in the "Magyar Kisebbseg”, Nos. 5— 6, 1937): the
number of public notaries was 165, 155 being Rumanians (94%), 
4 Hungarians (2.4%), and 4 Germans (2.4%). —  The leading 
functionaries of the Chambers of Public Notaries in Transylvania 
are all Rumanians without exception, even in the Siculian 
regions. According to their ethnographic percentage (24.4%), 
however, the number of Hungarian public notaries should be 40, 
while those of the Rumanians (57%) 96, i. e. 38% less than it is at 
present; the Germans (9.8%) would be entitled to hold 16 public

72



HOW MINORITIES LIVE

notary posts, while the other nationalities (7.9°/o) ought to be 
given 13 such posts.

The exclusion of the minority lawyers from the Chambers 
of Advocates was only one of the introductory steps in the 
violent campaign against the minorities in general, in Rumania. 
The National Union of the Organizations of the Rumanian 
"Intelligentsia”, uniting as its members all Rumanian teachers, 
engineers, veterinary surgeons, chemists, architects, and doctors, 
recently held a general assembly at Bucharest when a resolution 
was carried to the effect that "all intellectual professions have to 
be speedily Rumanized” . Many speakers, among them a former 
Cabinet Minister, M. Mihai Manoilescu, having expressed the view 
that Rumania was by no means obliged to observe any inter
national agreements, the Congress carried another resolution with 
regard to the revision o f all diplomas issued or recognized 
since the time of the Peace Treaties ("Magyar Ujsag", June 1, 
1937).

All minority newspapers are protesting most desperately 
against this new action; they point out that the minorities are 
now being faced with a struggle for life and death, for the daily 
bread or starvation, because it is quite certain —  they say —  
that the tendency of Rumanization will not be satisfied by the 
80 or 75% as it is given out at present, its ultimate aim being 
the complete exclusion of the minorities from all professions.

— y —

YUGOSLAVIA

GREAT SENSATION OF YUGOSLAV INTERNAL POLITICS
In the second fortnight of May Yugoslav internal politics 

produced a thrilling sensation. Several Croatian university pro
fessors, scientists and artists —  amongst others Ivan M estrovitch, 
the famous sculptor —  elaborated the draft of a reform of the 
Constitution which, in their opinion, would provide the basis of 
a solution of the Serbo-Croatian problem satisfactory to both 
parties. The draft, which was drawn up by Dr. Ivan Krbek, pro
fessor of Zagreb University, in collaboration with the former 
Mayor of Zagreb during the Zhivkovitch regime, was printed 
and a copy of the manuscript sent to the Prince Regent, to all 
Cabinet-Minister the other two members of the Regency Council, 
and other important politicians. The events leading up to 
the draft had their beginnings in October 1934, when Dr. 
Bauer, Archbishop of Zagreb, Ivan Mestrovitch and Dr. Bazala, 
university professor, submitted a memorandum to the Uzunovitch 
Government demanding an urgent restoration of the rule of law 
and order, the immediate release of Dr. Matchek and the rest
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of the Croatian political prisoners and a change to a de
mocratic regime. According to the "Obzor" of 9th June this 
memorandum was supported not only in Yugoslavia but also 
abroad, for a fulfilment of the demands urged therein seemed 
likely to be the very best guarantee of consolidation. The elements 
in Zagreb and Belgrade which belonged to no party were in 
sympathy with the action inaugurated by the authors of the 
memorandum. Since, however, the political factors concerned —  
as the "Obzor" states —  made no attempt to discuss this vitally 
important question of State adjustment, the intellectual leaders 
in Zagreb set to work, with the knowledge of certain circles in 
Belgrade, on the elaboration of the draft of a new Constitution, 
which draft they thought would serve as the basis upon which 
negotiations might be opened later on between Zagreb and 
Belgrade.

In the Zagreb draft, which in the course of discussions with 
certain circles in Belgrade was subjected to several modifications 
and alterations, it was proposed to divide the Kingdom into 5 
Banates, each with an extensive autonomy. These Banates would 
be: 1, Serbia with Southern Serbia and Montenegro; 2, Croatia- 
Slavonia and Dalmacia; 3. Bosnia and Hercegovina; 4. Slovenia; 
5. the part wrested from Hungary, i. e. the Voivodina. In Bel
grade, on the other hand, four Banates were advised, since, come 
what may, the Voivodina had to be attached to the Serbia Banate. 
On this rock, and on the refusal of the Serbs to consider a re
construction of the State on a federal basis, was ship-wrecked 
the bark of Serbo-Croatian co-operation. Belgrade politicians 
rejected the Zagreb draft of a new Constitution. This was stated 
unequivocally to the Belgrade press by Slobodan Jovanovitch, 
university professor, who said: —  "It was their draft, and theirs 
it shall remain, as may be seen from the fact that it was signed 
without our participation by the people of Zagreb alone”. Even 
the Croatian political factors do not consider the draft suitable. 
The leader of the Croatians, Dr. Matchek, himself told the cor
respondent of the "Vreme" (See the "Vreme” of the 24th June) 
that he disapproved of the entire action and considered the draft 
the work of certain over-ambitious gentlemen of the town. "On 
the question of compromise" —  said Matchek —  "I  represent 
a standpoint the basis of which can never be an idea of that sort, 
if only because it does not originate with the factors concerned: 
it has nothing to do with the people or with any responsible 
political factors.”

With this energetic statement of Dr. Matchek's the Zagreb 
draft may be said to have received its death blow; but the 
Croatian question is still on the carpet as the most acute problem 
of Yugoslav internal politics and the Yugoslav State.

—  y  —
74



HOW MINORITIES LIVE

THE APPROVAL OF THE STATUTES OF HUNGARIAN  
SOCIETIES REFUSED

Reference was made in our May issue to the discussions 
of M. Stoyadinovitch, the Yugoslav Premier, and a few other 
members of his Cabinet with three leading personages of the 
Hungarian Party at Belgrade on April 28; we also mentioned 
some of the promises the Government had made on this occasion 
to the Hungarian minority. Two whole months have now elapsed 
since that date without, however, bringing about a change for the 
better as it was hoped after these discussions; the following 
cases will illustrate the truth of this statement.

Wishing to form a cultural union of its own the Hungarian 
population of the village of Alsolendva (Dolnjalendva) submitted 
the statutes of the new union, —  similar to those of other Hun
garian unions of an earlier standing, —  to the Ban’s approval; 
accordingly, the Ban approved the statutes, but the local district 
authorities refused to allow the meeting of inauguration to be 
held ("Naplo”, July 3., "Uj Hirek” , July 3).

Following an invitation from the Hungarian village of Suza 
in the County of Baranya, the amateur theatrical company of the 
purely Hungarian village of Szilagyi (Svilojevo) wished to hold 
a Hungarian performance in that village. After all preparations 
had been made the authorities prohibited the performance without 
any further explanation ("Uj Hirek", July 7). —  y  —

LANGUAGE TESTS, NAME ANALYSIS AND OTHER 
GRIEVANCES

The rangers of the village of Bocsar in the Banate have re
signed their posts, because they were summoned to appear before 
the Banate committee of examiners for the language tests. The 
examination fees, together with other charges amounted to more 
than 700 dinars per head; in addition to this the candidates were 
to defray the expenses of travelling and maintenance. Since, 
however, these poor people were earning a minimum salary of 
200 dinars a month, they were quite unable to pay these costs 
and were obliged to resign their posts rather than appear before 
the committee ("Regeli Ujsag”, July 8). —  y  —

THE "NAM E AN ALYSIS"

The analysis o f names is still going on in connection with 
the recent elementary school matriculations at Magyarkanizsa 
(Pavlovgrad) and in the city of tljvidek (Novisad). The educa
tional authorities refused to enroll many hundreds of Hungarian 
children in the so-called "Hungarian sections" of elementary 
schools under the pretext that their names had a foreign sound;
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nor do the teachers refrain from employing the well known 
method of "mild pressure” upon Hungarian families to dis
courage them from sending their children to the Hungarian 
classes. W e must remember at the same time that such things 
are going on in spite of the fact the Premier as well as other 
members of the Cabinet have made a definite promise to the 
leaders of the Hungarian Party that they will abolish this system 
of analyzation and grant absolute freedom to Hungarian parents 
in choosing any particular type of school for their children. From 
this point of view there is good reason to believe what a Hun
garian paper in Yugoslavia said when it remarked that the first 
promise made by the Minister of Education with regard to the 
abolition of the analysis of names was nothing but an election 
trick with a view to the communal elections which were held 
in the Danube Banate on December 6, 1936. —  y  —

THE FATE OF THE RAK6CZI STATUE IN ZOMBOR

In the first days after the change of rule all the art 
relics that had anything to do with Hungarian history were 
demolished in the detached Southern part of Hungary. This fate 
also overtook Rakoczi's statue in Zombor. Now we learn from 
the local newspapers that a Serb workman employed at the 
electrical power station in Zombor stole some of the iron and 
bronze parts of the statue out of the cellar of the Municipal 
buildings where they had been lying and sold them as scrap- 
iron. Is this, perhaps, one way of showing appreciation for the 
relics of the past? ("Reggeli Ujsag" and "Uj Hirek", June 2).

"EQUALITY"

The Minority Pact and the Yugoslav Constitution of 1931 
guarantee all Yugoslav citizens absolute equality irrespectively 
of race, religion, or language. How this is being carried out in 
practice may be seen from an edict recently issued by M. 
Korosetz, Minister of the Interior; every citizen of Yugoslav 
origin and language, the edict says, who is domiciled in any 
commune in Yugoslavia and pays less than 1.000 dinars Govern
ment taxes, may henceforth ask for complete exemption from the 
payment of charges on official applications. Minority citizens, 
however, must pay all charges without exception ("Reggeli 
Ujsag", and "Obzor", July 8).
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System des internationalen M inderheitenrechts. B y D r. 
E r n e s t  F l a c h b a r t h .

The first volume, over 500 pages long, of Dr. Ernest Flach- 
barth's ’ ’System des internationalen M inderheitenrechts” , with a 
preface by Count Stephen Bethlen, which has recently left the 
press, is a publication of the Minority Institute of the Budapest 
Peter Pazmany University of Sciences. The book contains the 
history of international minority protection, minority law in 
general and material minority law, and is a complete work on 
these subjects.

The strictly scientific work is, as it were, the keystone of 
the literature hitherto written on the subject of minority law. 
For whereas all former works on the subject have been devoted 
primarily to an analysis of the general provisions of the minority 
treaties and the subject of their special provisions was merely 
touched on, a considerable section of Dr. Flachbarth’s book, 
every thesis of which is supported by strictly scientific material, 
deals with the special points of minority law; that is to say, the 
author has systematized more comprehensively than any other 
before him this youngest branch of international law.

The historical part of the book shows in the course of a 
very complete enumeration of international treaties how the pro
tection of national minorities grew out of the protection of the 
religious minorities of Western and Eastern Europe. Then follows 
the history of the origins of modern minority treaties. Here the 
negotiations of the "New. States Committee" of the Paris Peace 
Conference deserve special attention. They have been recapitul
ated mostly from David Hunter Miller's Diary with a fullness 
hitherto lacking in the literature on the subject. Nor does the 
author neglect, as former writers have done, to review in detail 
the proposals of the Hungarian, Austrian, Bulgarian and Turkish 
peace delegations, which alas! the Peace Conference did not 
deign to consider.

In the part treating of minority law in general, Dr. Flach
barth defines the conception of international minority law, 
enumerates all its sources, minutely analyses the legal structure 
of the minority treaties, gives a subjective definition in keeping
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with the conception prevalent in Western Europe, as opposed to 
the German conception, of "nation", and with convincing argu
ments proves that the signing of the minority treaties was the 
condition upon which international recognition of the States 
created or enlarged after the war depended, that is to say, the 
stipulation under which the Great Powers assented to those 
States' acquisition of territory.

In the section dealing with material law in general the 
author explains, article by article, those provisions of the minority 
treaties which, with slight differences, are common to all of them. 
An innovation worthy of note is that the treatment of each 
article is followed by a pithy summary of the history of its origin 
and of the textual differences between the several general pro
visions. In this elucidation of the treaties Dr. Flachbarth pays 
close attention to the legal practice of the League of Nations 
and the Permanent Courts of Arbitration up to the present day, 
and where it runs contrary to his convictions as a jurist he is 
not chary of criticising it severely.

In the part devoted to the special provisions of the minority 
treaties Dr. Flachbarth deals with the material provisions which 
apply to one certain State or one certain minority alone and with 
the bilateral minority treaties in which certain States undertook 
obligations exceeding those contained in the treaties concluded 
at the Peace Conference. Here special attention should be ac
corded to the author's novel views on the autonomies guaranteed 
to certain racial and national minorities, i. e. to the territories 
inhabited by them. Particular stress is laid on the question of 
the autonomies guaranteed to the Siculians and Saxons in Tran
sylvania and to the Ruthenians, which, however, were not actually 
granted by Rumania and Czecho-Slovakia. The exhaustive material 
of this part —  from the self-government of the Athos convents 
to the territorial autonomy of the Aaland Islands, from the rights 
denied by Russia to the Finns of East Karelia to the lingual 
equality of the Kurds of Iraq and the Turks of Alexandrette —  
affords the author an opportunity of turning to account his 
extensive knowledge of ethnography and history.

From the above it will be seen that Dr. Flachbarth's work is 
an indispensable handbook to all scholars and practical politicians 
who wish to make a serious study of minority problems. The 
minority law at present in force will not —  as the author him
self has strongly emphasised in his introduction —  solve the 
nationality question, which, in his opinion, is only to be solved 
by an application of the nationality principle, i. e. by means of 
a revision of the present political frontiers, though it may prove 
useful in cases where the minorities in question are far from the 
mother-country and no prospect of their ever being united there
with exists.

Dr. Flachbarth's book will serve to give his readers a
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thorough knowledge of minority law and therefore its publication 
is an event of importance not only for Hungarian but also for 
all European students of that subject. The author promises that 
his next book, dealing with formal minority law and the reform 
of the present treaties, will be published within a year.

— y —

Studies in English Philology 11. Anniversary Essays 
Presented by H i s  S t u d e n t s  to Professor Arthur B. Yolland  
on the Completion of F orty Years o f Teaching. (Budapest, 1937. 
8vo, pp. 171, Publication o f the Department of English, Royal 
Hungarian Peter Pazmany University o f Sciences, Budapest.)

Volume II of the series of "Studies in English Philology” 
inaugurated in 1936 appears in the form of a Yolland Album, 
as an appreciation of this eminent English professor’s 40 years 
activity at the Budapest Peter Pazmany University of Sciences. 
Volume II, as befits the occasion, is a much more ambitious work 
than the first volume was. The first two articles deal with 
Professor Yolland's labours. Dr. Julius Kornis, professor of the 
Budapest University of Sciences and Deputy Speaker of the 
Hungarian Parliament, who —  as we read in the editor, Professor 
Fest's preface —  was one of Professor Yolland's first students, 
enumerates the latter's merits during the past forty years in 
connection with the spread of English culture and ideas in Hun
gary. Special mention is made of his university lectures and his 
monumental English-Hungarian and Hungarian-English diction
aries, as well as of his merits in the training of teachers of the 
English language. In an article entitled "Outline of Professor 
Yolland's Activity" which contains a list of his university lectures 
and other literary works, Joseph Szentkiraly gives statistics 
illustrating the importance of the work accomplished by Professor 
Yolland.

The second part of Vol. II, which is devoted to Anglo- 
Hungarian contacts, contains many interesting statistics. In his 
arresting article, Professor Eugene Horvath throws new light 
upon the life of one of Edmund Ironside's two sons who on their 
exile from England settled in Hungary. Professor Alexander Fest 
has contributed two articles to the rich contents of the volume. 
In his article on data concerning the first translation of the Bible 
into Hungarian he seeks to establish a connection between the 
Wyclifite Peter Payne and the first Bible in the Hungarian 
language and in „Anglo-Hungarian contacts in the Middle Ages" 
he publishes two letters, one from Edward IV to King Matthias, 
the other from Henry VII to Wladislas. Ladislas Siklossy writes 
of the tournament in which three Hungarian knights took part 
at the court of Edward IV in Canterbury. In "Hungary in a 
Medieval Poem" Eva Rona treats exhaustively of a XVI century
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metrical romance entitled "Capystranus” attributed to Wynken 
de Worde. The hero of the poem was a Franciscan monk, John 
Kapisztran, to whom the victory won by John Hunyadi over the 
Turks at Belgrade was in no small measure due. Frederick 
Endrodi publishes new data on the sojourn in Transylvania of 
King Charles II's faithful courtier, Isaac Basire. Eugene Pivanyi's 
article enumerates and describes the English works of the XVI 
and XVII centuries in which Hungarians play a role. Ladislas 
Orszag, a painter of Hungarian origin describes the English career 
of James Bogdani who painted a whole series of pictures at the 
court of William III and Queen Anne. Reproductions of five of 
his finest pictures accompany the article. Edith Horvath con
tributes seven unknown poems by J. A . Blackwell, an English 
politician who spent a long time in Hungary in the XVIII century 
as a political agent of the British Government. In an exhaustive 
essay, Ernest Solymos outlines the history of the spread of 
English in Hungary.

The third group of articles is of a general nature. Nicholas 
Szenczi's article on the tragi-comedies of Rowley and Middleton 
reveals an extensive knowledge of the subject. Stephen Ullmann's 
"Synaesthetic Metamorphs in William Morris" points out the 
synaesthetic aspects of the works of the great pre-Raphaelist 
poet. The last article is by Joseph Szentkiraly. It is entitled 
"Hungaro-Britannica Bibliographia, 1935” and is a list of the 
Hungarian literary works on English subjects published in 1935.

It is, of course, impossible in this brief review to point out 
the merits of each article separately or enumerate the new and 
interesting data published by the several authors. The volume 
aptly illustrates the dual point of view dominating Hungarian 
Anglistic science, namely, that our Anglists must, on the one 
hand, make it their task to study purely English literary problems, 
since this would link up Hungarian letters with the sphere of 
Anglo-Saxon literature, and on the other, they must not neglect 
the history of Hungaro-English contacts, on which subject much 
light has yet to be thrown.

The objective critic is compelled to establish the fact that 
Professor Yolland's students have given of their best in this 
volume devoted to an appreciation of their master's 40 years of 
activity in Hungary. —  y  —

"Trianon: The greatest political scandal o f the century!"

The eminent Dutch publicist, A. G. M. Abbing, who after 
a journey through Hungary wrote his excellent book entitled 
"The Tragedy of Trianon” and who through the medium of the 
Dutch press keeps the interest in the Hungarian question alive, 
again spent a longer period of time in Hungary in June. He 
lectured in the Budapest International Club and also in the
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country. In his lecture, delivered in Hungarian, in the Inter
national Club he said that the knowledge of the great injustice 
done by the Peace Treaties to Hungary was spreading more and 
more extensively through Holland. Peace would never take root 
in Europe until the injustices of the Peace Treaties had been 
redressed. Trianon was the greatest political scandal of the cen
tury. He was convinced that revision would come. Hungary there
fore should remain calm, preserve her love of peace, rely on 
herself alone and under no circumstances relinquish her demands 
for revision.

It is not without a certain thrill that we quote the almost 
dramatic part of M. Abbing's lecture in which he told us how 
he, the firm believer in the Peace Treaties, became their im
placable enemy. Among other things he said:

"In Holland the prevalent idea was that it was fortunate 
for the world that Austria and Hungary had been reduced to 
insignificance; they would never again be able to bring war upon 
mankind. I must confess, I was of the same opinion. It was only 
after the lapse of six years that the day came when I for the 
first time crossed the Trianon frontier to visit the little country 
which is all that is left of the beautifual land of the Magyars, 
and which is now known as Dismembered Hungary. There I found 
a people who, humiliated and in national mourning, yet made 
so deep an impression on me that it can never be obliterated. 
I saw and heard things I had never seen or heard before and I 
learned the truth . ,  —  y —

Hungarians of the 16th and 17th centuries in English 
literature. By E u g e n e  P i v a ny i.

The above is the title of an interesting essay by Eugene 
Pivanyi, in which he summarizes the role played in English 
literature by the Hungarians of the 16th and 17th centuries. He 
mentions the work of the first Hungarian humanist in England, 
Stephen Parmenius de Buda, who, in 1583, took part, as an 
official historian, in the colonization of Newfoundland and in 
elegant Latin wrote the history of this undertaking of the con
quering English. On the way home two of the ships belonging 
to the expedition sank in a storm and Stephen Parmenius de 
Buda W e is  among those who lost their lives. —  The first book on 
Hungarian history published in London appeared in 1600, Elabor
ated from the French it contained the history of Hungary during 
the 50 years following the defeat at Mohacs (1526— 1576). —  
Intercourse with England was particularly brisk at the time when 
Transylvania was a principality, for most of the princes addressed 
an appeal to the British nation for help in their struggles against 
the Habsburgs,

Gabriel Bethlen, the hero of the struggle for religious liberty,
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was a particularly well-known figure in English circles and was 
an ally of England in the Thirty Years War. The outstanding 
personality of Gabriel Bethlen and especially his firm Protestant 
attitude inspired English writers and poets. He is one of the 
figures in Ben Jonsoris  drama, and in 1807 John Burke wrote 
a drama about him. In 1664 an anonymous writer wrote a small 
book about Nicholas Zrinyi, the great Hungarian poet. Another 
favourite figure of contemporary English writers was Emery 
Thokoly, who was fighting for Hungarian independence and 
religious liberty. Much was written of his romantic love 
story and his wife Ilona Zrinyi who so heroically defended the 
fortress of Munkacs. Even after Thokoly's death he continued 
to be a favourite theme with English writers. In 1806 Edward 
T heodore Ho'ok wrote a drama in three acts entitled "Tekeli or 
the Siege of Montgatz" which was a great success. Eugene 
Pivanyi's short essay is an excellent summary of the role played 
by great Hungarians in English literature and a valuable con
tribution to Anglo-Hungarian cultural intercourse. The essay is 
a reprint from "Studies in English Philology”.

— y —
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CZECHOSLOVAKIA

SOME DATA CONCERNING THE ECONOMIC AND 
FINANCIAL SITUATION

It is officially reported that the total amount of Czecho
slovakia's revenues and other dues in the first quarter was 
92.57 million Czech crowns more than in the corresponding 
season last year; yet even this amount remained 69.24 millions 
below the Budget estimates. In certain classes of taxes, on the 
other hand, there is a considerable fall compared to last year. 
Thus the amount of taxes on trade is 11.35 million less than the 
amount taken last year. This decrease is, however, counter
balanced by an increase in other classes.

The A ssociation of Banks in Czecho-Slovakia  has also issued 
a report which is not very encouraging in its results. The amount 
of money taken out of the banks was 674.6 million crowns more 
than the amount deposited, and the total of deposits on December 
31, 1936 remained 89.9 million crowns below last year's. The 
report also states that a sudden rise in the amount of deposits 
in the near future is a matter of great improbability.

On June 4th the Pravo Lidu, a Czech paper, said that the 
greatest handicap to the improvement of the economic situation 
is being presented by the authorities of public administration, 
whose procrastination was mainly responsible, for instance, for 
the postponement of important investments, which also meant 
a great loss to economic life in general. It is interesting to note 
that while the association of commercial mills in Czecho-Slovakia 
is complaining against the stagnation of flour prices, the official 
report issued in Prague shows that the standard of food prices 
in the middle of May has risen from 705 to 708 since April: this 
corresponds to a rise of 0.4%. The rise is most remarkable in 
the prices of butter (5%), vegetables, and apples. Artificial fat, 
rice, chocolate, and meat also show a rising tendency (with the 
exception of Prague in the case of the latter). The standard of 
food prices in the various provinces varies as follows (the figures 
for April are bracketed): Bohemia 716 (713), Moravia and Silesia 
691 (686), Slovakia 716 (715), Ruthenia 763 (761). The large
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cities of the Republic show the following figures: Prague 674 
(672), Briinn 650 (643), Pozsony (Bratislava) 670 (666).

The circulation of money may be seen from an article in the 
Pragai Magyar Hxrlap, published on June 11:

It is generally known that the cooperative societies have all 
over Slovakia established collecting stations for eggs. Since that 
time the exchange of eggs for goods has become extremely 
popular in Slovakia. The small farmers may purchase various 
articles for eggs, such as sugar and even oil. This system of 
bartering is now so widely spread all over the country that eggs 
are recognized as a regular means of payment in Slovakia. 
Nothing can be a better proof of the insufficiency of the in
comes of these poor farming people than the present return to 
this simple form of primitive bartering. This, too, is a glaring 
illustration of the wrong circulation of money and of the mistakes 
of the country's financial policy.

The "Venkov", on June 12, complained that the price of 
wheat in Germany, Austria, Hungary, Poland, Italy, and France 
was much higher than in Czecho-Slovakia. "This alone is enough 
to show the unbearable exploitation of farmers in Czecho
slovakia, for the costs of production are much higher in the 
Republic than is any of the neighbouring States.

The crop : According to a report issued by the Government 
on June 1 prospects with regard to corn, fruit, and vegetables 
are mediocre, but the crop of wheat and rye is worse than last 
year. In Ruthenia and in some parts of Slovakia the prospects 
of the harvest are fatal. —  y  —

2583 FARMERS’ BANKRUPTCY PROCEEDINGS

Commenting upon the farmers' bankruptcy proceedings in 
Ruthenia and Slovakia the "Venkov", the mouthpiece of the most 
powerful Government Party, the Czech Farmers' Party, speaks 
of the complete failure of the system (June 11). The number 
of bankruptcy proceedings in the whole State within 13 months 
of the promulgation of the edict amounted to 9947. In Slovakia, 
proceedings were opened in 2170 cases; 113 of these were 
suspended, while agreement has only been reached in 8 cases. 
In Ruthenia the situation is even more distressing. Proceedings 
have been opened here in 413 cases, 39 of these being suspended, 
while agreement has been reached —  in one single case only. In 
other words, the number of successful proceedings in both pro
vinces was as low as 9 out of a total of 2583 cases.

—  y  —
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HUNGARY

HUNGARY'S FINANCIAL AND ECONOMIC SITUATION
ENCOURAGING

Hungary's financial and economic situation shows a marked 
improvement. According to the report issued by the National 
Bank on June 7th the circulation of banknotes shows a decrease 
of 24.6 million pengo since May 31. The decrease is due to the 
redemption of bills and to deposits paid in to the current 
accounts of the State. The volume of bills of exchange has fallen 
back by 16 million peng6. Deposits paid in to State ac- 
counits amount to 19.2 millions, while drafts from other ac
counts came to 2.4 millions, so that the stock of endorsed claims 
has effectively risen by 16.8 million pengo. The rise in ore 
stock is 1.4 million pengo. The regular payment of monthly 
rates has led to the diminution of State liablities. "Sundry claims" 
have risen by 5.6 million pengo, while the amount of "Sundry 
debts" shows a decrease of 1.1 million pengo.

The rise in bank and savings deposits from the previous month 
until the end of May amounted to almost l°/o. There was a de
crease in the number of insolvency cases from 73 to 47; the 
amount of liabilities and debts has also gone down from 3.2 
million pengo to 0.9 million.

From the report issued by the Ministry of Finance in April 
concerning the financial situation of Hungary it appears that the 
total expenditure of the State administration amounted to 65.3 
million pengo, while its revenues came to 58.6 millions (not 
counting the proceeds of loan transactions), so that the expenses  
of the State administration show an excess of 6.7 million pengo 
over its receipts. Investments to be paid from the loan of the 
Foreign Credit Fund amounted to 0.1 million pengo.

State Undertakings: the total expenditure of State Undertak
ings in April amounted to 51.4 million pengo, while their income 
only reached 33.8 million, the excess  o f expenditure thus being 
17.6 millions. Out of this sum 11.5 million pengo were turned to 
the repayment of the 20 million pengo current capital loan of the 
State Railways. Investments in the State Undertakings to be paid 
from the loan of the Foreign Credit Fund amounted in April to 
0.7 million pengo.

League o f Nations Loan: the repayment of the Loan was 
served by the payment of 2 million pengo at the National Bank; 
1.5 million pengo out of this amount have not been transferred 
but retained against the deposit of Treasury notes. Other State 
debts were not served by actual payment but by the deposit oi 
Treasury notes to the amount of 2.2 million pengo.

Industrial production: The report issued by the Hungarian 
Institute for Economic Research contains the following data:
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Figures indicating the volume of industrial production in the 
first quarter of 1937 show a rise o f 7°lo since the first quarter 
in 1936. The number of workers employed in factories and work
shops during the first quarter of 1937 was 8%  higher than in the 
previous year. The increase of industrial production concerns 
mostly the branches dealing with the manufacturing of capital 
goods. Their production rose by ll°/o, while the consumption 
goods industries show an increase of 6°/o only. The consumption of 
industrial articles has increased by 6%>.

The situation of agriculture in the season, under review when 
most farmers had already sold the surplus of their products, may 
be judged chiefly from the prices o f animal products: here, apart 
from slight fluctuations, the situation is, on the whole, favourable. 
The situation of agriculture was also favourably influenced by 
the fact that a considerable quantity of maize was exported from 
the country, while last year a large quantity had to be imported.

The Stock Exchange: after certain signs of tendency towards 
a boom stagnation followed in April, while at the end of the 
month there came a sudden fall in quotations, in some cases as 
heavy as 30%. On this Black Tuesday of the Exchange quotations 
generally fell back to the level of October 1936; with this 
a six  months’ rise in quotations came to nought. The following 
week quotations rose to some extent, though later they began to 
fall back again. This fall had no e ffec t  either on the credit 
organization or on the spirit of enterprise. At the end of April 
papers with fixed interests showed a rise of 2%  and have thus 
reached a new maximum in their quotations.

Under the influence of similar tendencies in the world mar
ket wholesale prices in Hungary went up by 6%  between January 
and March and then fell again by 2°!o. Among those articles that 
were mostly effected by this general rise in prices were raw  
materials and colonial goods  imported from abroad from January 
till March: here we see a rise o f 14°lo. The prices of agricultural 
products and live stock  rose by 4%, while those of industrial 
half-finished-products by 3%. In April the latter continued to 
increase by 4%, while the prices of agricultural products went 
back by 4%, colonial goods by 6%. The factory prices o f industrial 
articles rose by 5%  between January and April, while the cost 
o f living shows an increase of 4%.

The value of Hungary's exports in the first four months of 
1937 rose from 293 million pengo to 339 millions, which cor
responds to a rise o f 16°lo. The 36% increase in the volume of 
our exports is contrasted by a decrease of 5% in our imports: 
this, however, is solely due to an exceptional fall of 31% in 
Hungary’s imports in January. Even this fall was not caused by 
the decline of the economic situation in general, but by the fact 
that no maize had to be imported in 1937. Setting apart the

86



POLITICAL ECONOMY

import of maize we see that the value o f goods im ported in the 
first quarter o f 1937 was 5°/o higher than in 1936. The export 
balance was active by 61 million pengo, which is not only a 
remarkable improvement since 1936 but is considerably higher 
than in the same season of any year since the Great War.

Fruit E xport. The growth of our fruit export is indeed re
markable; in this respect the year 1936, with an export excess 
of 144.4°/e, has so far held the record, which was partly due to 
the growth of Hungary's fruit export in general and partly to 
the excellent harvest in 1936 in particular. The growth of Hun
gary's export of vegetables to Great Britain in 1937 is also most 
encouraging. Since the export of fruit is only just beginning, the 
only event to relate in this respect is that strawberries were the 
first species of fruit to be exported from Hungary to Great 
Britain this year; besides its excellent quality its exportation 
was also recommended by the fact that —  by way of experiment 
—  the first consignments have been sent by air.

Another sign of the improvement of the economic situation 
is the fact that the number of passenger cars (automobils) rose 
by 5.1%> in May. The number of foreign visitors to Hungary has 
also increased considerably. In 1936 the number of foreign visitors 
in the Budapest boarding houses and hotels was 258.880, which 
corresponds to an income of about 25 million pengo. The money 
spent by the visitors in Hungary may be estimated at 40 million 
pengo. The first season in 1937 encourages us to hope for even 
better results than were the results of last year. —  y  —

SUCCESFUL FINANCIAL NEGOTIATIONS OF THE 
HUNGARIAN FINANCE MINISTER IN LONDON

Dr. Tihamer Fabinyi, the Finance Minister of Hungary, 
arrived on June 10th for seven days' sojourn in London, where 
he discussed with British financial circles the problem of Hun
gary's debts; after this Dr. Fabinyi travelled to Paris to continue 
his negotiations with the French experts. In London as well as 
in Paris he gave an interview stating that he had met in both  
capitals with the utmost understanding and sym pathy for Hun
gary’s financial and econom ic situation. His impressions of his 
negotiations with foreign circles, he said, were most favourable. 
During his stay in London Colonel Colville, Secretary to the 
Treasury, gave a dinner in his honour; among those invited to 
this dinner were: Lord Besborough, Chairman of the League of 
Nations Loan Committee, Mr. Warey, head of a department in 
the Treasury, Mr. Griffith, head of a department in the Board 
of Trade, Mr. Bramwell, head of a department in the Foreign 
Office; Sir Otto Niemeyer from the Bank of England, Mr. Anton 
de Rotschild representing the bankers, Mr. Kiraldy-Lukacs, the 
Hungarian Charge d'Affairs and Mr. Marosy, Councillor of
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Legation, on behalf of the Hungarian Legation, Sir William 
Goode, and several representatives of the Treasury. A toast 
was proposed by Col. Colville who expressed his sincere 
joy at seeing that the commercial relations of Great Britain and 
Hungary were becoming more and more close. Replying to Col. 
Colville's toast Dr. Fabinyi expressed his sincere gratitude and 
admiration for Great Britain and emphasized the fact that Great 
Britain had always shown great understanding for the problems 
of Hungary. Hungary, he said, was firmly resolved to meet her 
obligations honourably and that she greatly appreciated Great 
Britain's generosity with regard to the gradual regulation of 
Hungary's debts. .— y —

HUNGARIAN FARM LABOURERS TO RECEIVE PENSIONS

The Prime Minister of Hungary has recently announced his 
intention to introduce the Farm Labourers' Old Age Pension Bill 
in the near future. Hitherto the farm labourers in Hungary only 
enjoyed the benefit of health insurance as secured by the law. 
Under the Hungarian Premier's new scheme every farm hand and 
labourer, and also every small holder over 65 is to receive a 
pension; they are also entitled to receive an annual contribution 
in case of disability. This reform involves about 50.000 individuals 
and their families. With regard to the pension fund itself the 
State will contribute 45°/o, while the remaining proportion will 
be divided among the large estates according to their acreage. 
This reform will no doubt have a very wholesome effect from 
a social point of view. — y —

IRRIGATION CHANNELS IN THE HUNGARIAN PLAIN

A magnificent scheme has recently been elaborated by the 
Hungarian Government for the improvement of the soil in the 
Great Plain by beans of irrigation channels. The soil of the 
Great Plain is of excellent quality, only the extreme uncertainty 
of weather conditions (the menace of drought) makes 
production almost incalculable, as drought is of frequent occur
rence in this area. The present irrigation scheme, which will 
cost 80 million pengo, will contribute towards the regulation of 
rain conditions. This scheme will also help to improve the 
economic conditions of Hungary's most important agricultural 
area, as it will supply about 260.000 cadastral acres with the 
necessary amount of water. Thus it may be hoped that the pro
phecy of Count Stephen Szechenyi, Hungary's greatest statesman 
and economic reformer in the last century, will at last come true 
and Hungary will really become Europe's granary. — y —
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HUNGARIAN DELEGATES IN FAVOUR OF THE NON
POLITICAL CHARACTER OF THE INTERNATIONAL 

LABOUR BUREAU
Addressing the meeting of the International Labour Bureau 

on June 11 at Geneva, Mr, Levente Kadar, the Hungarian delegate 
declared that Hungary was fully prepared to participate in the 
work of the Bureau and that the Hungarian Government were 
most anxious to see that the agreements ratified by the Bureau 
are carried out with the utmost exactitude. Another Hungarian 
delegate, Mr. Sdndor K nob, praised the non-political character 
of the Bureau and its wish to remain aloof from the struggle of 
various ruling tendencies. —  y  —

RUMANIA

THE LAND REFORM —  A  FIASCO

Even the official statistics are unable to hide the fact that 
the Rumanian Land Reform is a fiasco. The necessary public 
costs have long since been paid by the farmers, yet the survey 
of 1,500.000 hectares is still to be done, nor have the new pos
sessions been entered in the Land Register so far. For this 
reason the new landowners may not mortgage their possessions in 
order to raise the necessary capital, and the procedure of be- 
queathal and inheritance is also handicapped in many respects. 
A  shower of law suits is to be expected in the near future ("Deli 
Hlrlap", May 29). —  y  —

RUMANIA ANXIOUS TO REVISE ECONOMIC 
ORGANISATION OF LITTLE ENTENTE

An official communique informs us that the visit to Rumania 
of Dr. Milan Hodza, Czecho-Slovak Premier, afforded on opport
unity for a re-consideration of the commercial relations between 
Rumania and the neighbouring and allied States in general and 
between Rumania and Czecho-Slovakia in particular. The "E x 
celsior” , the important weekly under the control of Strunga 
Manoilescu, has published a French supplement in which it points 
out that the economic organisation of the Little Entente requires 
to be supplemented and strengthened. This is an admission of 
the chaos reigning in the economic structure of the Little Entente, 
—  a chaos proved to exist also by the figures published in the 
weekly in question. The journal further emphasises the import
ance of the exchange of goods between Rumania and Czecho
slovakia, pointing out at the same time that the divergence 
between the respective economic structures of the other two 
States of the Little Entente results in their being a more bustling
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trade between Rumania and Czecho-Slovakia than between 
Rumania and Yugoslavia. The table given below shows the data 
(in thousands of lei) of the trade between Rumania and the 
States belonging to the Little Entente and to the Balkan bloc  
respectively.
In trade with

Czecho-Slovakia
Greece
Turkey
Yugoslavia

Value of Rumania's 
Imports

1935 1936
1,409,495 768,224

254,848 299,801
26,665 50,714
57,388 88,673

Value of Rumania's 
Exports

1935 1936
986,645 1,382,620
675,613 604,689

72,821 203,968
180,460 220,305

This table shows clearly that the value of the goods imported 
by Rumania from Czecho-Slovakia in 1935 was four and a half 
times as much of that of the imports from Greece, Turkey and 
Yugoslavia combined, showing a difference in favour of Czecho
slovakia of 1,071,000,000 lei. In 1936, although the Rumanian 
imports from Czecho-Slovakia declined in value to almost one 
half of the amount recorded in 1935, that value was still 70%> in 
excess of the value of imports from the States belonging to the 
Balkan bloc. The same is the case with Rumania's exports to 
Czecho-Slovakia, the value of which far exceeds that of her ex
ports to the other Balkan States. The value of the goods exported 
by Rumania to Czecho-Slovakia in 1935 was 58 million lei in 
excess of the total value of the goods exported to the other three 
Balkan States figuring in the statement; while in 1936 the excess 
rose to 354 million lei, representing actually one-third of the 
aggregate value of exports to the other Balkan States.

So far as the commercial relations between Rumania and 
Czecho-Slovakia are concerned, the fact may be established that 
Rumania imports from the latter country far more than she 
exports to that market.

Under such circumstances it is quite comprehensible that 
Rumania should be anxious without fail to revise her commercial 
relations with Czecho-Slovakia. —  y  —

YUGOSLAVIA
MINORITY DISTRICTS PAY BULK OF LAND, HOUSE AND  

EARNED INCOME TAXES

According to a statement published in a recent number of 
the "Jugoslovenski Kurir”  the amount paid into the Treasury 
under the heads of land, house and earned income taxes 
aggregated altogether 1,361 million dinars. The respective amounts 
paid in under these heads in the several Banates (districts) were
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as follows: —  1. Belgrade Municipal District, 217,1 million 
dinars; 2. Morava Banate, 64.9 million dinars; 3. Vardar Banate, 
60.8 million dinars; 4. Zeta Banate, 39 million dinars; 5. Danube 
Banate, 401.4 million dinars; 6. Drina Banate, 73.6 million dinars; 
7. Vrbas Banate, 32 million dinars; 8. Littoral Banate, 32 million 
dinars; 9. Save Banate, 316.2 million dinars; 10. Drave Banate 124 
million dinars.

The above statement shows, therefore, that the Danube 
Banate the population of which represents barely more than one- 
seventh of the total population of the country, in the year 1936 
paid roughly 29°/o of the total amount paid in under the heads 
of land, house and earned income taxes; and it should be added 
that of the taxes imposed in this district —  under all three 
heads alike —  the bulk was paid by the Hungarian (Magyar) and 
German minorities.

The unequal and unjust system  o f taxation  is illustrated also 
by a statement submitted to the meeting of the Danube Banate 
Manufacturers Association held at Ujvidek (Novisad) on May 
23rd; in the statement in question it was objected inter alia that 
the majority of all assessment committees consisted of inland 
revenue officers, that being one of the chief causes of the unjust 
system of taxation. It was objected, further, that there was an 
utter lack of order in the financial affairs of the local government 
bodies, —  a circumstance which made it possible for the banate, 
municipal and parish authorities to impose on the several under
takings taxes so heavy in character as to veritably destroy their 
ability to compete. For in 1935 and 1936, for instance, the quota 
of taxes per head of population in the territory of the TJjvidek 
District Chamber was 194.59 dinars, while the quota in the 
Zagreb Chamber was only 59.68 dinars, and that in the territory 
of the Belgrade Chamber still less. At the same time, however, 
the quota of super-tax charges was 208.7 dinars at Magyarkanizsa 
(Pavlovgrad) and actually 418.5 dinars a head in Zombor, —  the 
bulk of these charges having to be borne by persons belonging 
to the Magyar and German minorities.

Strikingly illustrative of the financial machinations being 
carried on at the expense of the inhabitants of the Danube 
Banate was the discussion at one of the February meetings of the 
Danube Banate Council. Dr. Milivoy Kengyelatz, Deputy Pre
sident of the Municipality of Szabadka and Member of the 
Banate Council, took exception to the enormous advance in the 
expenditure of the Banate and protested against considerable 
loans being granted to other Banates out of the monies of the 
inhabitants of the Danube Banate. Thereupon Dragudin Dosen, 
Inland Revenue Chief Inspector of the Banate, admitted that the 
Danube Banate had taken over from the Bacska District Savings 
Bank a deposit of 1,300,000 dinars belonging to the town of 
Zombor, and had not yet repaid the amount. He admitted, further,
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that other Banates had been granted loans —  aggregating
20,729,000 dinars —  out of the revenue of the Danube Banate. 
In addition the Danube Banate had the following claims standing 
to its credit: —  4,521,000 dinars due by the Morava Banate, 
roughly 5 million dinars due by various ministries; 6,000,000 
dinars, due by the Zeta Banate; while the Ministry of the Interior 
owed 5,390,000 dinars to the Danube Banate as being the legal 
assign of the former "Bacska" Banate.

When we add that out of the total amount of 1,000,000,000 
dinars foreseen last year for the building of roads and railways 
the Danube Banate has received nothing beyond the sums spent 
on the Voyvodina section of the international automobile road, 
the result being that the Danube Banate is compelled to take up 
a loan of 100,000,000 dinars for the building of the roads which 
are absolutely indispensable, whereas in other Banates the build
ing of roads is effected by the State, we see clearly the cryingly 
unfair and unjust treatment meted out to the population of the 
Voyvodina incorporated for administrative purposes in the 
Danube Banate —  and in particular to the Magyar and German 
minorities living in that district.

— y —
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FOOTBALL

The Central European Cup matches are being followed with 
great interest all over Europe. Hungary's match in Vienna against 
Austria resulted in a draw (2:2). The scores of the different 
associations are as follows:

Ujpest (Hungary) —  Venus (Rumania) 6:4 (Bucharest)
Ujpest (Hungary) —  Venus (Rumania) 5:1 (Budapest) 
Ferencvaros (Hungary) —  Slavia (Czecho-Slovakia) 2:2 (Prague) 
Ferencvaros (Hungary) —  Slavia (Czecho-Slovakia) 3:1 (Buda

pest)
Hungaria (Hungary) —  Lazio (Italy) 1:1 (Budapest)
Hungaria (Hungary) —  Lazio (Italy) 2:3 (Roma)
AS Genua (Italy) —  Gradjanski (Yugoslavia) 3:1 (Genua 
AS Genua (Italy) —  Gradjanski (Yugoslavia) 3:0 (Zagreb) 
Grasshoppers (Switzerland) —  Prostejov (Czecho-Slovakia) 4:3 

(Zurich)
Grasshoppers (Switzerland) —  Prostejov (Czecho-Slovakia) 2:2 

(Prossnitz)
Austria (Austria) —  Bologna (Italy) 2:1 (Bologna)
Admira (Austria) —  Sparta (Czecho-Slovakia) 1:1 (Vienna) 
Vienna (Austria) —  Young Fellows (Switzerland) 2:1.

The Hungarian championship matches for 1936— 37 are over 
now. The results were:

1. Hungaria, 2. Ferencvaros, 3. Ujpest.

Fine football was expected from the English Leicester 
City team, but the results were disappointing. An interesting 
statement was made by the Captain, who said that Hungarian 
football was excellen t, but that the Rumanians w ere rough and 
did not keep to the rules.

The new season has so far not done much to bring credit to 
the football sport of Hungary; both the League teams and the 
Representative Team have remained far below their usual level. 
The results of the matches that have been played so far do not 
say much for the good name, the vigour and skill of Hungarian
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football. The lack of good management, the bad training system, 
and the over-working of players were bound to affect the results. 
The unanimous protest of Hungarian sportsmen and the sporting 
press will no doubt help Hungarian football sport to recover its 
former good name, to which it is fully entitled by its high 
technique and excellent methods.

The 16th Italo-Hungarian match played at Turin ended in a 
well-deserved victory of the Italian team, though the latter, too, 
was far below its accustomed level. In short: a weak Italian 
team was playing against a Hungarian team which was weaker 
still. Drawing the balance of the international matches of these 
two countries we find eight victories for Italy and four for Hun
gary, while four matches were drawn. The total of goals is 32:30 
for Italy.

The Representative Team of Hungary displayed a similarly 
weak form at the last Yugoslav-Hungarian match in Budapest. 
Yugoslavia's football sport has shown a remarkable progress in 
recent years, mainly as a result of the rivalry between Belgrade 
and Zagreb. The match was a draw (1:1). The Hungarian team, 
which had been taking part in very hard finals some days before, 
was rather heavy and tired, which made it all the more easy for 
the quick and enthusiastic Yugoslav team to bring the match to 
a tie, that may well be taken for a real victory.

IN PRAGUE AND BUCHAREST THE HUNGARIAN  
FOOTBALL PLAYERS ARE TREATED LIKE ENEMIES, 

NOT LIKE RIVALS

A  meeting of the "Ferencvaros" from Budapest and the 
"Slavia" from Prague took place in the Prague Stadion on June 
13. On this occasion, we are informed by the Czech Press, 150 
Hungarian soldiers serving in Prague encouraged the Budapest 
team by loud acclamations, whereupon the Czech public launched 
a violent demonstration against the Hungarian visitors, and the 
two sides would surely have come to blows if it had not been 
for the interference of the police. The Czech Press has also 
protested most violently against the Hungarians, while the 150 
soldiers will most probably suffer punishment for their behaviour. 
—  Meanwhile the Hungarian team ''Ujpest” carried the field with 
great ease against the Rumanian team "Venus" at Bucharest. 
The Rumanian public created a most embarrassing scandal against 
the victorious Hungarian team. They cursed and pooh-poohed 
the Hungarian trainer and accused him of incorrectness; their 
own Rumanian goal keeper —  and that is just like them! —  
they accused of having accepted a bribe from the Hungarians.

Now, both in Prague and in Bucharest the Hungarian teams 
were visitors. The international rules of hospitality may be said
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to have the force of law in every part of the world except, so 
it appears, in Prague and Bucharest. Chauvinism was always an 
element unknown in sports, and the competing parties were 
always considered as rivals, not as enemies. Nor has it ever 
occurred in the history of sports that a part of the public should 
have been punished for "siding” with the visiting team and not 
with the home team playing the part of the host. It is also 
hitherto unprecedented that any one "siding" with one or the 
other party should be made legally responsible for doing so.

—  y  —

TENNIS

The tennis sport of Hungary has suffered an irreparable loss 
by the death of M. Bela Kehrling, Hungary's champion for years. 
He was not unknown in England either; for all those who had 
the pleasure to be present at the wonderful championships at 
Wimbledon, on the Riviera and elsewhere, had an opportunity 
to witness the excellent achievement of the deceased Hungarian 
champion, whose play was distinguished above all by fair play 
and modesty. He was also a first class all round athlete, an ex
cellent football and hockey player, besides being a tennis 
champion. As a token of the extreme sympathy he enjoyed in 
England, the British press commented on his death in numerous 
articles; in a report written to the "Daily Telegraph” Wallis 
Myers points out that the deceased Hungarian champion might 
well have played for any first class English club with his calm, 
polite manners, his absolute courtesy towards every opponent, 
and his perfect skill. Had the Great War not broken his magni
ficent career in two, he might well have been counted among the 
best who have ever figured at Wimbledon.

The Yugoslav-Hungarian match played at Belgrade ended 
in a draw (3:3), while the Davis Cup match between Belgium 
and Hungary ended in a Belgian victory of 3:2.

FENCING

After the Hungarian victories at Budapest the Italians hoped 
to carry the field at Meran, where the Italian team of four was 
composed of the best champions: Marzi, Gaudini, Pinton, and 
Masciotta, to meet the Hungarian team numbering such excellent 
fencers as Berczelly, Kovacs, Rajcsanyi, and Rajczy. The Hun- 
agrians, however, dealt a severe blow to the Italians, who gave 
up the fight after the Hungarian team had scored 9:5.
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RIDING

The annual Hungarian long distance ride is attracting more 
and more foreign competitors every year. No fewer than 300 
English horsewomen and horsemen are said to have entered this 
year's competition.

MOTORING

The first Hungarian Grand Prix this year was held early 
in May in glorious sunshine. The magnificent track 5 kilometers 
in length is being' made more complicated by 11 bends each on 
the left and right. The most successful motors were B. M. V., 
D. K. W ., and Puch machines. The results were as follows:

Sidecar m otors; up to 600 cubic cm.: 20 rounds, 100 km.: 
Georg Mach, Austrian (Sarolea) 1:15, 06. 30.

100 cubic cm.: Karmann, German (D. K. W .), 1 h., 11 min., 
5.75 secs, an average of 84 wm., sole winner.

Solo cars; up to 250 cubic cm.: 35 rounds, 175 km.: Winkler, 
German (D. K. W .), 1 h., 51 min., 51.7 secs.

350 cubic cm., 40 rounds, 200 km.: Deimel, Austrian (Velo- 
cette), 2 h., 13 min., 13.73 secs.

500 cubic cm., 50 rounds, 250 km.: Gall, German (B. M. V.), 
2 h„ 28 min., 44.25 secs, an average of 104 km.

—  y —
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