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he evolution of the political situation in
Europe, the development of political and
economic events in recent months, and in
deed in recent weeks, has given rise to
such oscillations, uncertainty and confusion, that
even men with the greatest routine in politics are
perplexed, while European public opinion on the
whole sees only the accentuation of the conflict
between the divergent groups of interests and sees
it with growing unrest and fear. In recent weeks,
especially, the rapidly rotating film of European
politics has cast on the screen all the great
problems, each of which presents great difficulties,
while together their solution weighs with an in
tolerable weight on the shoulders of international
diplomacy.
The Locarno Treaty has become ineffectual;
the Stresa front has broken down; and therewith
the two strong pillars of France's security have
collapsed. On the other hand the question of the
Mediterranean has grown more acute. Germany's
demand for colonies has become more insistent.
The Spanish civil war has not yet come to an end;
on the contrary, it has conjured up on the
European horizon the greatest danger of our times,
— the threat of a war between the protagonists of
two different philosophies. The question of a
settlement in the Danube Valley has again come
to the front with all its complications: the intricate
problems of economic co-operation, the minority
question, territorial revision and the full equality
of the Danubian States. To crown all, Britain's
rapid and gigantic increase of armaments has sent
up alarmingly the mercury registering the arma
ments fever in Europe as a whole.
Certain turning-points of historical importance
have been apparent in the development of political
events in Europe since 1935. A t the time when
Locarno and the Stresa front were still firmly
established, Europe was practically divided into
two camps of victors and vanquished; but since
the Italo-Abyssinian war, Italy has gone over to
the side of the dissatisfied States. She did so be
cause Britain would not recognize her conquest
of Abyssinian; and so to counteract the FrancoBritish political constellation a Germano-Italian
constellation has been formed. With this came a
revival of the old pre-war system of alliances and
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an endeavour to reshape the old political principle
of a balance of power. The dynamic forces of the
system of alliances have produced a series of sur
prises and keep European political life in constant
movement.
In the past few weeks it is in the States of the
Danube Valley that a great deal of movement has
been perceptible. The consequences of the disrup
tion of the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy and the
creation of a system of petty States, have become
clear in all their bleak reality now that the Danube
Valley has come into the line of collision of the
opposed alliances. It was in the Danube Valley
that the avalanche of political events of the past
few weeks started: the Italo-Yugoslav treaty of
friendship was concluded, the friendly links be
tween Poland and Rumania strengthened, and
certain endeavours in evidence to conclude a
treaty of friendship between Italy and Rumania.
A ll this, in the first place, was not looked
upon with favour by the alliance; nor has it failed
to make its effects felt in the interested countries
in the Danube Valley itself. First it gave rise to
considerable unrest both in Austria and Czecho
slovakia and it also made public opinion in Ru
mania and Hungary uneasy. On the one hand
Mussolini's meeting with Chancellor Schuschnigg
in Venice and President Miklas's visit to Budapest,
on the other hand the recent trip to Rome of Baron
Neurath, Germany's Foreign Minister, have served
to establish the line of policy to be followed in the
Danube Valley by the three States of the Rome
Pact and Germany; and this has resulted, to a
certain extent, in strengthening the Berlin— Rome
constellation.
Meanwhile British and French
diplomacy has not been inactive and has brought
great pressure to bear on Warsaw and Bucharest
in order to weaken Italy's and Germany's in
fluence. On the occasion of George V i's Coronation
Herr Guido Schmidt, Austria's Foreign Minister,
had conversations with Mr. Eden and other lead
ing British political factors. M. Kalman Kanya,
Hungarian Minister of Foreign Affairs, also con
ferred with Mr. Eden; and later on Herr Guido
Schmidt saw M. Delbos, French Minister of For
eign Affairs, in Paris. According to a semi-official
report issued by the French Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, the views of the Governments of France
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and Austria concerning questions of common inter
est entirely coincide. It is true that the steps
taken by British and French diplomacy were
destined primarily to counterbalance the advance
made in Eastern Europe by Berlin and Rome; but
it is also true that the question of the Danube
Valley has again become of prominent interest,
and Austria and Hungary have gained in im
portance.
An interesting personality in the negotiations
in progress on the occasion on the Coron
ation was M. Milan Hodza, Prime Minister of
Czecho-Slovakia. M. Hodza still adheres rigidly to
the status quo policy. He still suffers from war
psychosis and is therefore unable to adapt himself
to changed conditions in Europe or to help to bring
about a mutual reconciliation of the nations. M.
Hodza feels that Czecho-Slovakia is threatened
with complete isolation; but instead of trying by
means of mutual concessions to come to a toler
able political agreement with at least one of her
neighbours, he endeavours to postpone the solu
tion of political questions by advocating economic
co-operation among the Danubian States. In par
ticular he would like to get round Hungary, and
for this reason the Czech press, and a section of
the French press favouring Czecho-Slovakia, for
several days wrote of M. Daranyi's speech in
Szeged as if the Hungarian Premier and his
Cabinet had waived Hungary's demands for a
peaceful territorial revision and were willing, in
exchange for a recognition of military equality
and a settlement of the minority question, to enter
into closer economic relations with Czecho
slovakia and the other two States of the Little
Entente. M. Hodza's machinations were not
crowned with success; for Premier Daranyi, in a
statement made by him to the "P opolo d'ltalia” ,
unequivocally declared that no Hungarian would
ever renounce claim to what belonged by right to
Hungary. A lso M. Tibor Eckhardt, leader of the
biggest Opposition party, in his speech delivered
in Miskolc, clearly stated that Hungary would
never cease to demand revision. And, lastly, Count
Stephen Bethlen, Hungary's most eminent states
man, in an interview given to Mark Eli Ravage,
said: "N o reconstruction is conceivable until the
peace treaties have been revised." Perhaps these
statements from leaders of Hungarian political
life contributed towards M. Hodza's attempt in
London to place Czecho-Slovakia under Britain's
protection. When he saw his plan was doomed to
failure he would have liked to induce the British
Government to make a statement to the effect that
the defenders of the status quo had the interests
of peace in view. But M. Hodza's rigid status quo
policy was a failure in London, and he left that
city with empty hands, because the political atmo
sphere in Britain is a peculiar atmosphere and
because Britain is not willing to undertake new
commitments in Europe,
Anglo-Saxon policy — it would seem — con
tinues to adhere to its old aims, and just because
matters have become aggravated in the past few
weeks, Britain is making increased efforts to
realize a serious policy of peace. Not only Britain,
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who would gain nothing by a fresh world war,
needs real peace and mutual understanding and
reconciliation among the peoples of the world; the
rest of the nations need that just as much. Today
nobody wants war; for all the nations still groan
under the heavy burdens and dire consequences
of the Great War. Even since the end of the war,
British policy has striven consistently to further
reconciliation. Britain's peace policy was re
sponsible for Locarno, and to it was due the
Lausanne Conference, at which the question of
reparations was settled; and it was this policy
that brought about the naval agreement between
Britain and Germany and the "gentleman agree
ment" at the end of 1936 which, for the time
being, greatly helped to minimise the tension be
tween Britain and Italy.
Not only has British diplomacy striven to
relieve the political tension of recent weeks; Italy
and Germany have also taken steps in that direc
tion. In his expose on foreign affairs Count Ciano
struck chords of understanding and reconciliation.
This spirit of rapprochement was appreciated by
Britain and France and Count Ciano's expose did
much towards lessening international tension.
Germany's desire for peace was expressed by
Field Marshal Blomberg, German Minister of War,
on the occasion of the London Coronation. Field
Marshal Blomberg assured the British Government
of the warm feelings of sympathy with which Ger
many participated in the rejoicings of the British
nation, and declared that there were no political
differences in principle between the two countries;
on the contrary, Germany considered that a power
ful Great Britain was an important factor in inter
national peace. That there is an Anglo-German
rapprochement is proved by the speech made by
Mr. Neville Henderson, Britain's new ambassador
in Berlin, when he presented his letters of credence.
In that speech Mr. Henderson said that he began
his life among that great nation of racial kin with
the firm intention of doing what lay in his power
to promote understanding between the British
nation and Germany. On behalf of his Govern
ment, the Chancellor of the Reich warmly wel
comed this statement and added that peaceful
co-operation between the two countries was
necessary if either of the nations whose racial
kinship Mr. Henderson had emphasized were to
enjoy prosperity, and equally essential in the
interests of universal peace.
The first steps towards a rapprochement be
tween the two systems of alliance has thus taken
place and will surely be followed by others. The
first fruits of this rapprochement will in all pro
bability manifest themselves in a modern reform
of the League of Nations. An Anglo-Italian rap
prochement would signify a return to the "gentle
man agreement" anid a reform of the League of
Nations will provide means of settling Germany's
demands for colonies. And perhaps a reciprocal
agreement between the Great Powers will put a
stop to the war in Spain. There is no doubt that
the trend of Britain's policy tends towards a
peaceful solution of Europe's most difficult
problems.
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making military equality, minority protection and
a peaceful territorial revision the pivot of her
foreign policy, Hungary has pursued the only
policy of peace possible in the Danube Valley; for
any other policy would have resulted in a conflict
between the peoples of that region. The time has
now arrived when the States of the Little Entente
must also take the first steps towards a peaceful
agreement. The leading statesmen in Great Britain
have already chosen this dynamic policy instead
of the dangers and grave consequences of a static
policy. It is from this dynamic policy that the
Hungarian nation awaits a redress of its wrongs,
without which no solution of the Danube Valley
problem is conceivable or possible.

The negotiations in London conducted by the
statesmen of the Danube Valley States will not be
without their result either. The substance of those
negotiations is that Britain has diverted her atten
tion to the Danube Valley and sees the necessity
of ensuring the possibility of the Danube Valley
nations living their own lives. But she also sees
the necessity of composing the acute differences
at present existing between them. Britain knows
that in the interests of European consolidation this
task will not brook delay. But the only way to
accomplish that task is in a spirit of equality,
justice and reconciliation.
Ever since the Edict of Trianon was foisted
on her, Hungary's foreign policy has followed the
lines of Britain’s peaceful foreign policy. By
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CHAPTERS OF HUNGARIAN LITERATURE
i.

COUNT NICHOLAS ZRINYI
by

A r t h u r B . Y o lla n d Phil. D.
Professor in the University of Budapest
(Continued.)
Zrinyi's genius and temperament were best
fitted for the writing of an epic poem; and "The
Fate of Sziget", published in Vienna, together
with Zrinyi’s minor poems, in 1651, — the first
Hungarian epos, which raised the national litera
ture at once to the level of the masterpieces of the
world's literature — was the natural result of its
author's education and training, of the traditions
which he had been brought up to reverence, and
of the conviction of his country’s mission and des
tiny instilled into him during his sojourn in the
court of the great Cardinal Primate who had given
his education as a warrior, legislator and patriot
its finishing touches.
The main thought underlying this Zrinyiad is,
that the nation has become divided against itself,
has degenerated and fallen into sin, wherefore God
has humiliated it in His wrath and sent the Turk
as His scourge to chastise the offender; God must
be conciliated and the nation must be redeemed.
The thought was one of the dominating influences
of the sixteenth century, and had so completely
permeated the mind and heart of the Hungarian na
tion that, in A ct II. of the year 1546, the Estates
of the Realm had solemnly declared that Hungary
was being punished for her weakness by an out
raged God. The same conviction had been expres
sed in other terms by Casper Karolyi, the trans
lator of the Bible, who protested that the Sultan
had been inspired by God to chastise the Hunga
rians for their idol-worship. Yet equally general
was the belief that the prophet would arise who
would lead back the erring people to their merci
ful God,

The hero of the epic, Count Nicholas Zrinyi
the Elder, symbolised this belief; not the death of
the martyr, but the victory of the all-conquering
soldier, was to be the token of redemption. This
heroic leader of a heroic handful of warriors dared
to defy the might of Solyman the Great, whom he
checked in his path of triumph, and by the man
ner of his death foretold the coming of the
new age.
W e may summarise the contents of the epos
as follows: “ The Almighty looked down on earth
and was roused to anger by the moral degenera
tion of the Hungarians, who had become faith
less and erring sinners, having lost their respect
for His name and their gratitude for the blood of
His Son; they found delight in various kinds of
religions and had trampled in the mire the sublime
Christian faith. In his anger God sent his angel
Michael to the Fury Alecto, with orders to insti
gate the Sultan against the Hungarians. A lecto ap
peared in the form of Selim to the sleeping Soly
man, whom he roused to indignation. And the
Sultan resolved to rear hecatombs of Giaours, to
bathe his horse in Christian blood, to reduce to
ashes towns and fortresses. His hosts assembled
at Adrianople, where a council was held to discuss
a letter from the Pasha of Buda, who advised war.
Here follows a description of the chief warriors
present at the council, including Demirham, the
strongest man in the Ottoman Empire, who could
root up huge oak-trees and kill elephants with one
blow of his fist (this detail reminds us of the de
scription of Arthur's followers in the old legend),
— Demirham's elder brother, the magician A ide-

